Aid to Artisans Launches USAID-funded, 3-year, $1.8 Dollar 

Handcraft Export Development Project
June 10, 2002

At an open house in their offices at 50 ul.Ilindenska tomorrow evening, the

US non-profit organization Aid to Artisans will introduce it's  "Made In

Macedonia" project to potential partners, and display some of the new

Macedonian handcraft products, which will be marketed at the International

Gift Fair in New York this August.   

The three-year project, sponsored by the United States Agency for

International Development through the U.S. Embassy, is designed to foster

local and export markets for handmade craft products from Macedonia, thus

generating employment and increased income for artisans. Technical

assistance in the form of business training, product development, and

marketing will be provided to local producers, giving them the necessary

skills to generate and maintain sales beyond the life of the project.

Aid to Artisans Vice President Keith Recker notes, "Aid to Artisans is

tremendously excited about this project.  We feel that Macedonian handcrafts

have strong potential in the US and European market.  In addition to being

competitive, the rich layering of cultural influences that makes up

Macedonian tradition gives Macedonian craftsmen a treasure trove of

inspiration.  There are proud and strong traditions here, particularly in

woodcarving, handmade textiles, metalworking and ceramics. We look forward

to working with these skilled craftspeople to help them develop products

that meet the needs of consumers in the United States and Western Europe."

As part of the project, Aid to Artisans will provide design consultants to

help Macedonian producers develop new product lines, and then display and

take orders for these products at ATA booths in the world's major giftware

tradeshows such as the New York International Gift Fair and the Frankfurt

Ambiente Fair.  

USAID Project Officer Elizabeth Markovik comments, "I am a

Macedonian-American, and I have always known that there is a market for

Macedonian handcrafts outside the country.  We are particularly excited

about this project because it provides the missing link between talented

Macedonian producers and the market."

Program participants range from individual producers to small factories.

There are 11 producer groups working with Aid to Artisan in preparation for

the August New York Fair, and many more yet to be identified who will work

with the program in the coming years.  

Participant Goran Skenderski, the owner of Mateks, a small blanket and

jambolia factory in Berovo, explains, "This program is exactly what I have

needed.  With the conflicts in the region, my export sales have dropped

drastically, and my buyers in Kosovo aren't always able to pay me on time.

Now an American textile designer is helping me with new designs and my

blankets are going to be shown at a big trade show in New York.  This is a

dream opportunity!"  

Aid to Artisans will also be providing product design, pricing and marketing

training to many other artisan groups, training institutions and NGOs who

are essential to the ongoing development of fresh new products for both the

local and export markets over the next two years.  The first formal training

session took place in conjunction with the Woodcarver's Association in

Bitola on June 1. It focused on new trends in woodcarving and on costing and

pricing of wood products.  
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Coordinator, cell phone: 070-730-397

Elizabeth Markovik, USAID Project Management Specialist, Private Sector
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