U.S. Ambassador Butler Visits Veles

On June 24, 2002, U.S. Ambassador Lawrence E. Butler visited Veles, hosted by Veles Mayor Ace Kocevski and implementers of various projects undertaken with the assistance of the United States Embassy in Macedonia through the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID).  


With Veles Mayor Ace Kocevski, Ambassador Butler visited the Citizen Information Center in City Hall, established with the assistance of USAID’s Local Government Reform Project (LGRP).


The next stop was a recently completed children’s playground, one of 27 children’s playgrounds built in Veles Municipality with assistance from USAID’s Community Self-Help Initiative (CSHI).  The joint project has brought together people of all ages to work and play.  


A walking tour of historic houses on “Marshal Tito” street followed; recently restored with assistance from the UNDP Youth Employment Support (YES) program, funded in part by USAID.  Building facades on both sides of the street “Marshal Tito” were repaired and painted by YES workers in collaboration with the Municipality of Veles, which contributed $9,000 to this project to preserve the architectural heritage of Veles.


In the Veles neighborhood “Bogdan Karakostov,” “Romani Bah” Association President Zati Ramadanov and Neighborhood President Tomche Trajkov discussed their joint efforts to implement a street-paving project in this ethnically mixed neighborhood to which USAID provided $11,655 in materials.

The United States Embassy through USAID has funded a variety of successful projects in Veles Municipality and continues to provide assistance in various ways through a number of programs.
