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As Secretary of State I see the benefits of international education and exchanges every day. A member of my personal staff is a Fulbright alumnus, my British counterpart and I are shadowed for a day each year by students from our respective countries, in my daily activities I encounter world leaders—from Kofi Annan to Hamid Karzai—who participated in an exchange program or studied here or abroad.

It is with particular pleasure, that I take this opportunity to celebrate international education and exchanges during International Education Week, November 18-22, 2002, and join the Department of Education in highlighting the benefits of our programs.

As we work to end the scourge of terrorism, let us also work to increase peace, prosperity and democracy. We can do this through international programs that promote the exchange of ideas and the sharing of experiences. These programs give us insight into other languages and cultures and in the process build long lasting relationships among peoples based on mutual understanding, respect and trust.

People-to-people diplomacy, created through international education and exchanges, is critical to our national interests. Americans who study abroad expand their global perspective and become more internationally engaged. Foreign students and individuals who participate in citizen exchanges return home with a greater knowledge of our democratic institutions, and America's enduring values. 

The Department of State Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, through its exchange programs, is connecting with people at all levels of society with a particular emphasis on the successor generation, young people who have the potential to become leaders within their communities and countries. Your strong efforts will ensure we will succeed on their behalf. 

Together, throughout the world, as we commemorate the nation's third International Education Week, we are affirming that education is a common value - a positive path that can lead to a more secure future for all citizens. I invite you, individually and as institutions, to continue your good work, embracing the spirit of positive change through international education.

 

