UNITED STATES ANNOUNCES $5 MILLION PACKAGE TO ASSIST DISPLACED PERSONS AND RETURNEES IN MACEDONIA 

SKOPJE, AUGUST 23, 2001 -- The United States is pleased to announce an initial $5 million package of assistance for displaced persons to help them return to their communities and reintegrate in local society. This assistance is aimed particularly at people who will be in the "minority" in their communities upon returning to their homes. 

The assistance is designed to help with housing repair and "sustainability", that is, to allow people to put their lives in order - with homes and a means to support themselves as quickly as possible. It will include distribution of livestock, tools and seeds for agricultural development, and will provide monies for income generation and small business activities. 

In addition, funds will be used to facilitate reconciliation and community activities. Support will extend to activities in collective centers and among host families to work with displaced persons to address their needs and concerns related to their return. A secondary goal is to build a database to identify those who want to return and connect them with international organizations and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and relevant Macedonian government bodies. 

Said Ambassador Mike Einik, " I believe this initial package of assistance -- $5 million - will re-assure the Macedonian people that the United States supports them in their hour of need. This program is especially to help people return to their homes and rebuild their lives. It will provide direct assistance to at least 20,000 Macedonians. I think it shows that the American people stand solidly with Macedonia and will help this country weather this difficult period." 

The United States hopes to begin implementation of this program next week, coordinating with Macedonian government bodies in a spirit of cooperation and mutual understanding.

