Ambassador EINIK Interview for Canal 77

REPORTER: Mr. Einik, you announced the withdrawal of part of the American Embassy's staff . Don't you think that such a move in this moment will have a negative psychological effect upon the Macedonian citizens? And upon the situation in general?

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: First of all, I want to make it very clear that the steps we've recently taken in terms of warnings to American citizens and in terms of Embassy staff in no way lessens our commitment to support Macedonia. But you have to understand something very clearly. As American Ambassador here, my #1 objective has to be the safety of American citizens. That is the most important thing an ambassador does and is responsible for. You also have to admit that the situation in the past few days has entered somewhat of a crisis stage, with a rising level of anti-Western tension - you had riots in the middle of Skopje that have affected public structures. So we felt compelled to warn American citizens about that fact. And we've done it in a way that is basically quite responsive to the specific issue. And what we have said is that we have warned people to defer travel to Macedonia. We haven't ordered anyone out. We have asked people to review their personal security situations, exercise caution and, if appropriate, depart the country. We have given the Embassy staff the same prerogative on a voluntary basis. Quite a few of them have taken that opportunity, but I will assure you, the Embassy continues to be open and it continues to be open to do all of its business. I am here, my family is here, the Embassy staff is here. And I am very sorry to have to say this, and it's a sad thing to say for Macedonia, it's a sad thing, but I think everyone would accept that the issue of foreigner safety in Macedonia in the past few days has been a question. And that is something for Macedonia to think about as much as anyone else.

REPORTER: This country has supported quite transparently its integration into the Euro-Atlantic structures. This Western orientation was never under any doubt. There has been some dissatisfaction, some frustration among the citizens, a frustration that arose, I would say, by fault of the West. You have been calling for restraint all the time, and in the meantime, the terrorists have been taking more and more new territories. Would you go along with this conclusion? 

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: Let me get the middle part...? 

Interpreter: ... despite the pro-Western orientation of the Macedonian government. 

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: So, there is an anti-Western sentiment that is growing among the people 

Interpreter: But previously there was pro-Western sentiment. 

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: Right, right, right. -- All right, let's see this one. I have to say that I think this situation saddens Macedonians as much as it saddens me. There is no Macedonian who wants to be seen as being anti-Western, nor is there any that wants particularly be seen as anti-American. I think the issue of frustration that the people feel, has resulted in this course. I have to say, I think it is a misplaced frustration, I think it's a frustration based upon a misunderstanding of the intention of the international community and to certain extent of the reality on the ground. I can understand it, I can understand that people are frustrated, that's obvious, I am not denying that they are frustrated. But I think people have to calm down, sit back and quietly evaluate the reality of what's happened in the past few days. And what is hopefully going to happen in the next few days, and that's the coming of a genuine cease-fire that will lead to the demilitarization and withdrawal of the NLA and to a political process that defines a country that all of its citizens are comfortable living in. So, this is very hard and -- it's a hard time, I am not questioning that. I think probably people are suffering from the fatigue of crisis, that people have been so tired of this, but I urge people not to lose faith in themselves in particular, not to lose faith in their country, not to lose faith in their leaders and not to lose faith in their friends. 

REPORTER: I asked this particular question because today some political parties sent an appeal to foreign embassies and foreign citizens to stay in the country, with which they would greatly contribute to the stabilization of the situation. And that the citizens of this country should not repeat the mistakes of Yugoslavia, when it declared war on the world as a whole. 

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: I think that I've already made the point. The American Embassy is here, we have not ordered the evacuation of the staff, we've taken the precaution, temporarily, of thinning out the number of staff members we have to avoid problems that would embarrass everyone, precautionary in nature, we want American citizens to take the same precautions. For myself, I think actually the situation is reversed. I think Macedonia should feel safe and comfortable when I'm not here, because that'll only be -- when I'm on vacation, and I am not going on vacation until you are safe and comfortable, so the point's I am not going anywhere, my family is not going anywhere, and the American Embassy is not going anywhere.

REPORTER: What was your role in the events around the withdrawal of the terrorists from 

Aracinovo, the role of the US Embassy, in view of the fact that Peter Faith is an American citizen?

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: What happened in Aracinovo in the past few days needs to be explained. We had a situation where the NATO-EU negotiating team, or facilitation team, working in co-operation with the Macedonian authorities at the highest level, saw to and accomplished the necessary demilitarization of Aracinovo, thereby saving, #1, saving the need for Macedonia to take that village by force, which you would have probably been able to do, but at the cost, the extreme cost of quite a few casualties in terms of your young soldiers and policemen who are bravely trying to confront the situation. That was a price that we thought, and I think your leadership clearly thought, was not worth paying. No one should pay that kind of price when you could accomplish the same task peacefully. And the NATO negotiating team was able to accomplish that, which was the first step in moving, I hope very quickly, towards an overall cease-fire and demilitarization, that will result in, obviously, the withdrawal and the demilitarization of NLA. 

REPORTER: Mr.Peter Faith didn't have any trouble convincing the terrorists to leave Aracinovo. Do you think that he may be able to achieve the same with the terrorists in the Lipkovo-Kumanovo region? 

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: I don't know. I think that what the objective should be should be in fact the demilitarization of the so called NLA to get this crisis over with, this crisis that should never have happened, this threat to Macedonia's security. Aracinovo was the first step, people see it in some other countries (unintelligible) , but I see it not as an isolated incident, but as a first step in moving towards the complete demilitarization of the NLA. I can't tell you, I can't speak for Mr.Faith, but I hope this can be done very quickly. 

REPORTER: Has US role in this whole conflict been taking a turn, given that the participation of US troops in the disarmament has been a problem all of the time, and now in a very short period of time, it was the American soldiers in Macedonia who managed to pull out and disarm the terrorists. 

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: Well, the situation in Aracinovo did not change the fundamental position of the US, which is a position, to be very frank, of supporting Macedonia, and supporting strongly the international effort to solve the problem. What happened in Aracinovo is that the NATO team, in order to implement an agreement, asked NATO to request from the countries active in the region to provide adequate means to help them implement the Agreement. They came to all of us, most countries responded in some way but, to be frank, even the nature of the US commitment here - we were the ones who were best able to respond. And when we do something, we do something in the way to make sure that it gets done and gets done properly. And we felt - and this decision went to Washington and it was decided in Washington through the chain of command - we felt that the US had to support the Agreement negotiated by the NATO team here that would allow this first step in returning peace to Macedonia. We thought it's very important for us to participate, to make sure that this would be a success and that's what we did. 

REPORTER: Will the list of members that you issued yesterday of UCK, of OVPMB, of the Kosovo Defense Troops, incriminated persons that American citizens should not co-operate with in any activity soon be expanded? 

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: These were two important steps. They were important for us to give a clear sign that what's going on here in terms of the NLA is that the international community is supporting the demilitarization effort and in order to do that, you have to talk to someone to sort of engineer that. But we want to make it very clear that that does not mean in any way that we condone, except elements in the West -- in the Balkans--that bring instability, that support violence, and we felt important to make that again very, very clear, and that's why we took this step; and these are two steps that deal with financial issues in terms of funding for these organizations, and it also deals with the issue of allowing people who a members of these organizations to enter the United States. So, you have to have a very complex policy if you want to do this. And that's in fact what we were doing. 

REPORTER: Don't you think that this was is somewhat peculiar - to demand by means of weapons and massacres certain rights for the ethnic Albanians in Macedonia most of which they already have, and in some segments well above established world standards. This is a fact that has been confirmed on many occasions by representatives of the international community in the past 10 years. 

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: Macedonia has been a country that has clearly tried, and I think with success, to deal with the issue of the multi-ethnic nature of its society over the past decade through political and democratic means. What has happened in the past six months is the result of regional forces that may in fact have been inevitable. I think the strength of Macedonian society is the fact that this threat continues to be contained by and large, and the majority has not gotten caught up in it. The issues that are on the table that the Macedonian Albanian population, the Albanians in Macedonia, are seeking are issues of living together in such a state that most countries in the world often deal with, they have to deal with. I think it's important now that we finally have international facilitation of this process, Mr.Badinter has been here, in fact today, a very recognized expert on this to help start to find clarity to the process to define what is the right formula to take Macedonia towards Europe in terms of its multi-ethnic society nature. Intellectually, I will say this and I have always said it, there is no justification that anyone could defend that would suggest that you needed an armed extremist terrorist type threat to deal with this issues. These issues have been on the table and they are being discussed by the legitimate representatives of both the Albanian and Macedonian populations. It is a threat that is at the heart of Macedonia and Macedonians have to repel that threat, but it's something that I think in fact should be solvable. 

REPORTER: There have been some vicious comments, that the Americans are becoming hostages to the ethnic Albanians in this region, and that is the reason why they can not tell the truth and that by taking a side you will expose to risk your troops in Kosovo. In addition, there was another vicious comment that the Bush administration is actually becoming hostage to Clinton's administration in this region. 

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: I don't think first of all we are hostages of anyone. We do what we do around the world and we do what we do in the Balkans because of US interests. Our interests are supporting regional security, in supporting democracy, in supporting economic reforms. I think the actions we took in the past days in terms of the sanctions we've imposed have been a very clear signal of that. I think the actions we are taking on the border, on Kosovo, where an American soldier was wounded just yesterday is also a clear indication of that. Anyone who feels that they have a special status with the United States, that they could use to abuse their position among others is wrong. They are wrong. I don't care how many American flags they bought, I don't care how many American patches they put on their sleeves--that is wrong and they would be just fooling themselves. 

REPORTER: Do you think that the Macedonian crisis can have bad influence, not only here, but in the wider region, that it can become a dangerous pattern in solving the problems with ethnic minorities? I am asking you this because of your previous diplomatic experience in Romania. The Hungarians in Romania, who are in large numbers, did not take up arms in order to fight for their rights, and according to all information, they are not in a much better position than that of the Macedonian Albanians. 

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: Now, I've often thought about the difference between Romania and the Hungarian issue there and Macedonia and the Albanian issue here. And you're right. I don't think that the Albanian population of Macedonia has any fewer privileges or rights than the Hungarians in Romania. No, there's no question in my mind. The difference, and I've been thinking what is the difference - fortunately for the international community, in the case of Romania you have a Hungarian government in place that sought to calm the situation and sought to control its more extreme members of its population to not allow the situation to become one of conflict. Here to a certain extent you've had individuals who may in fact be Macedonian Albanians, and let's assume they are, but they've come out of an environment, they've defined themselves via an environment of violence and extremism and it's a bad ingredient. And there's nothing that Macedonia's done that's created that ingredient, but it's that ingredient that makes, that defines the difference between here and the Hungarian and Romanian situation. 

REPORTER: What would happen if the Romas, the Turks, the Vlach and other minorities and ethnic groups in Macedonia should come up with the idea to take up arms, to get into the mountains and start shooting at the police and the army in order to demand more rights for themselves? Also, in this context, do you have any contacts with the other ethnicities in Macedonia, whose percentage of 12% is not at all insignificant. In this crisis they seem to be neglected, marginalized. No one is asking them any questions. 

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: The Embassy has contacts and we seek these contacts with the broad spectrum of the population. Obviously, no men are, no people should feel that their situation, in a country that has rule of law, should be one that justifies taking up arms in a violent way. There are countries that there is no rule of law, no protection of individual rights, which is a quality definition. But I am talking here about a country like Macedonia that has a constitution, that has laws, that has rule of law. These issues should be addressed, have to be addressed by democratic means. The point, however, is that the minority -- the majority in this case has to respect that the minority could feel threatened, because it is a minority - that's what minorities are - cause there are a lot of examples, a lot of examples, and we all know that, of them. And in the Balkans, it is a majority population has taken advantage of the situation to try to erase the cultural, linguistic, social values of a minority. We know that. I am not saying Macedonia is such a case, but I think there is enough precedent in the region that minorities in Macedonia should expect that they could have guarantees that their minority rights status is protected.

REPORTER: It seems to me that the western ambassadors and diplomatic representatives are not paying enough attention to the Eastern part of the Republic. As if they do not have enough insight in the social situation there. Have you, as the US Ambassador, ever been in their villages, to see what are the conditions that they live in? You give the impression as if the only thing that is of interest for you are the Albanians and the Western part, which is in a far better condition than the Eastern part in any respect - natural resources, transport and urban infrastructure.

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: Well, I have to say, my ability to travel around the country has been restricted and I do feel a hostage. I am a hostage to the events in Skopje. But, in the past two weeks alone we have had senior Embassy representatives in most areas of Eastern Macedonia, particularly opening assistants' projects. We've done it in quite a few areas, we've supported and opened citizens' outreach offices in areas throughout Eastern Macedonia, we have repaired schools, we helped with water projects. We are very much present in Kumanovo, Kriva Palanka, Bitola - all of these places. So, we see Macedonia as an entire country. We've just opened two temporary offices to help in putting our systems even more out to the community, one in Kumanovo, and one in Tetovo. When you look at small loans, for example, small loans to business people, we've given over 3500 loans. I have to say, most of them are in Eastern Macedonia. There are a lot of people there who are now in business, in Kumanovo, Prilep, all over, that are in business because we helped them with finances. 

REPORTER: Let's make a hypothesis - if Afro-Americans, or Hispano-Americans, or the Chinese, whose number in US is substantial, follow the example of UCK and take up arms and start shooting at the police and army forces, demanding more rights for themselves - proportional participation in government institutions, in science, in business - what would be the reaction of the US government? 

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: We have gone through this issue many times in the United States, in its history. We have had periods when minorities have tried creative non-violent demonstrations, or sit-ins. We've had times where small groups of extremists created their own liberation armies; we've had things called liberation armies in the United States, as a lot of people remember. But I think in the end of the day, when you look at it, the people who won those wars, it wasn't the Revolutionary Army, but it was Dr. Martin Luther King and the peaceful demonstration of the power of peace that has now carried the day and I think that system really defines the inter-ethnic fibre in the United Sates. And now we have strong pressure groups, N.G.O.'s , social groups, Hispanic Americans, Black Americans, Muslim Americans, Vietnamese Americans, I mean, every social group you can think of. But there they are fighting for their rights through the process. I mean, today, as we sit, California has no majority. The white population in California is now less than 50%. So California, which is one of our largest states, one of the biggest countries in the world in some sense, is a country now, a multi-ethnic state, that has no majority. And that's the future of America. 

REPORTER: In this period of a crisis, the Macedonian state is supplied with weapons of almost exclusively Russian in origin. Isn't this bothering you, and is it true that you deliberately refuse to sell weapons to the legitimate and legal security forces in order not to upset the Albanians, although such demands have been made to you on behalf of the Macedonian side.

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: United States has for several years and continues to support the Macedonian military in terms of training the organizations and in terms of equipment. We spend quite a few million dollars a year here and we continue to do that. But we feel that the equipment that should be supplied should be responsive to the real threat, and not an over-response. We have spent most of our support in terms of communications, computers, transport equipment, things of this sort that really will define the Macedonian military in the future. So, we do not feel at all that we have abandoned the Macedonian military. On the contrary, we feel that we are one of the leaders in terms of giving it the kind of help to define it in the context of eventual NATO partnership. 

REPORTER: Mr.Einik, you failed to impose the citizen's concept in Bosnia. In an interview in Macedonia from quite a while ago, when discussions about the Constitution were a taboo, as was the opening of that issue in the first place, you recommended the American model of citizen concept. 

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: Which question is this? 

REPORTER: This is Bosnia. Citizen concept. Mr.Einik, you failed to impose the citizen's concept in Bosnia. In an interview in Macedonia from quite a while ago, when discussions about the Constitution were a taboo, as was the opening of that issue in the first place, you recommended the American model of citizen concept. In view of the latest developments, the Albanians would not go for it, but are looking for mechanisms of by-nationality with considerable aspects of federalization. If Americans really share your opinion, why don't you take a tougher stand in order for this concept to be accepted, why do you have to use diplomatic language in public as, for example, in your interview for A1 Television, "we will not insist either for the Macedonians to accept by-nationality, nor for the Albanians to give it up. They would have to come to a mutual agreement. We would be very happy if they accept the citizen's concept." Or in "Dnevnik" you said: "... the bi-national concept is problematic for us." That's what you said. 

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: Let me be very quick. A bi-national concept in my view would be a mistake for Macedonia. Any politically defined structures that defines a dysfunctional state, like Lebanon, would be a mistake for Macedonia, that'll be very clear. I think Macedonia, and our view is that Macedonia needs to have a civil society constitution that protects the unitary nature of the state, that, however, in that context, respects the multi-ethnic nature of a society within European standards. It shouldn't be some sort of awkward construction. It's got to be clearly within European standards and the Albanian community has to accept this. Let's be very honest and very clear now. Mr. Badinter, who is a world expert on this, he understands the needs in terms of a state versus the protection for the society. This is not hard to do and I think there is enough good will on both sides that it can be done, but it should be done in a European way that protects -- I hope I am being very clear, protects the unitary nature of the state, none of this consensual democracy, bi-nationalism, but it has to be done -- it should be done in a way that defines the solution for the long term. 

REPORTER: Why don't you spell it out firmly, directly, in a 'to-the-point' manner to tell this to the Albanians, that you do not prefer -- you do not prefer this setting of the Constitution that they are demanding, which is bi-national, and also, are you just as diplomatic in the closed talks with the political factors in Macedonia, - could you tell us something about that? 

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: I think the way I want to end this in this context is that the international community, the US has confidence in Mr.Badinter. And he has been here, he is beginning a process, I think that he has the right vision for Macedonia and I would urge all sides to use the presence of the international community, and particularly the Albanian side - I'll be open on this and very clear - particularly the Albanian side has to see that what the international community is defining for the nature of Macedonia is the right choice to take, and they should make that choice. 

REPORTER: We are getting closer to the end of this interview. There have been speculations that the Americans rushed to enter Aracinovo and to get, pull the terrorists out, because there is a lot of American weaponry there, even American military structures, which they wanted to conceal from the public. 

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: That's probably the most ridiculous thing I've heard in a long time. The US responded to a specific request from NATO to provide transportation, to allow for the demilitarization of Aracinovo. Period. We have never -- in the past, we are not now, and we certainly will not in the future provide any assistance, support or sympathy even for these people. If you look at every step we've taken, we are now having Americans shed their blood in Kosovo to stop these people. We have a young American soldier who for the rest of his life will be without a foot today because of this. We have just now taken sanctions to prevent these people from hurting people. So, I think people have to step back and think of what they are saying. This is not glib, this isn't high-school, this is serious business. Macedonian young people, many of them, are risking their lives today to stop this threat. American young people are doing the same in Kosovo. We are with you on this. If anyone who is glib enough to throw up the fact -- these statements, that the US is training these people, the US is providing weapons to these people - this is a person who knows nothing.

REPORTER: Rumour also is that the change of administration in Washington will result in changes in the American Embassy in Skopje, and also in the region.

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: In fact, if you look at the region - Tirana, Belgrade, Sofia, Skopje, Athens - the only one where we have a change is in Athens where the career ambassador--coincidentally his tenure is up, he's been there actually for quite some time and he is being replaced I understand with another career ambassador. We have career ambassadors in Sarajevo, we have career ambassadors in Zagreb, Ljubljana, these are the same people, there've been no changes, so, again, rumours may be rumours, but they are not truth. 

REPORTER: Finally, I would like to ask you as a human being, not only as a diplomat. In view of your experience and the analyses, considerations and continuous talks and contacts with the political factors, is there going to be a war, is there any chance for peace left? 

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: To be honest, as an individual, I am not sure that my personal view is any better than yours or anyone else's. I think I share - I know I share - everyone's hope that war can be avoided. I think objectively, if you'll look at the reality of what's happening, not the drama that some people are defining for their own domestic political purposes, but if you look at the reality, there is a good chance that peace can be obtained, that peace can be reached. And I pray that Macedonia and Macedonians will exercise the kind of discipline, the kind of response, the kind of wisdom that you have to make this come out right.

REPORTER: Thank you, sir, and I hope that your optimism, as well as mine, will win in the end of the day.

