Ambassador EINIK Interview with DW

REPORTER: How would you qualify the present situation in Macedonia considering the Aracinovo operation and the demonstrations in front of the parliament and how much did those events effect the whole situation and the political dialogue? 

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: Obviously it was an extremely dramatic week in the history of Macedonia. I think, when you now look back at the week, I think it actually put into place a lot of things that present possibilities for forward movement in fact. The Aracinovo operation, when people take away all of the misconception and the rumours, was in fact the demilitarizaton of the village that was extremely important to allow room for the political process to move forward and hopefully now that would be the beginning of the development of a general cease-fire. Also if you step back and look what happened, Mr. Badinter was here, and it seems from the reports, that it was quite a successful visit, that again provides now a vehicle and room for the political process to move forward. So you can envision both tracks now moving forward. The riots in front of the Parliament was a traumatic event that I think has to trouble all Macedonians. I don't think that there is any Macedonian, whether Albanian or Macedonian, that wants to be defined in the outside world by what happened that night. And I think that has to be, as we say in English, a wake-up call for everyone as to where they really want this country to go. And maybe that will be the wake-up call. So, despite this being such a difficult week, I want to start next week in an optimistic way. 

REPORTER: How would you evaluate the President's plan from this point of view and can you tell me what would be the exact role of the US in the implementation of this plan and here I would refer also if you can comment a little bit on the speculation and let's say rumours that the US is in a way favouring the Albanians? 

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: Well, I think there are several questions here. First of all, the President's demilitarization plan, which is being done in co-operation with NATO, is being evaluated, studied, considered in the NATO framework in Brussels. There has been a consensus that--under certain conditions--that NATO would move forward with this plan. US has made it very clear that all of our options are open in terms of how we participate in this plan, we made it clear that we would be willing to provide logistical support, communication support, command and control support, so the US is planning to be actively engaged in this NATO operation. 

If you're looking at what happened in Aracinovo, that was something that does not in fact affect the overall US position vis-à-vis the other issue. This was a specific event that was -- where assistance was requested by NATO of the NATO members who are active in the region. So, the US responded to a request from NATO to provide assistance to implement a short-term specific operation. And we as the members of NATO responded to do that. That did not reflect any change in US policy. I've heard these outrageous stories that the US has been involved in supporting the NLA in very direct ways. That is completely false. I mean, anyone who'd think about it knows that that is just disinformation, misinformation. The US has made it very clear as to its policy vis-à-vis terrorism, vis-à-vis extremism; we just recently in a very public way made that clear, with the President's proclamation and executive order. So, I mean, I find reports, these kinds of reports just very bad journalism. 

REPORTER: Ok. So, what would be, from the announcement you just mentioned, a statement from the White House regarding extremists whose assets are going to be frozen and prohibited to enter the US. What are the political implications of that decision and that statement? 

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: I think that the political implications are very clear--that the US rejects extremist solutions to problems on the Balkans; that we are committed to supporting the legitimate political process that is being participated in by the Albanian political parties that represent the Albanians in Macedonia. The vehicles, the people and the mechanisms to solve this peacefully are clearly in place. There's no logical reason even to feel that there has to be any need for some sort of violent impact into this scenario. 

REPORTER: Ok, just one more question, very briefly. You said that you have received threats and there is an article today that there was a threat to the Embassy. Do you feel that there is a need for, let's say, high security? 

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: First of all, the Embassy has not received any what you would classify as credible threats. We do not comment on the specifics of any threats, but we have not received any that we would consider credible. We have felt that, because of the situation, we had an obligation to increase our warning to American citizens, we've not ordered anyone out. We've told people that, if they are Macedonian, they should consider their security situation and if they think it's necessary that they should depart. I think that's a wise course of action. Similarly, we've given Embassy staff who are non-essential the prerogative to voluntarily depart. Well, some of that staff have taken that opportunity, but the Embassy continues to be open and continues to fulfill all of its functions and obligations. ------------- end of Ambassador's interview------- 3 pages 

