Ambassador Einik Interview with Fakti Sept 17, 1999 

FAKTI: Mr. Ambassador, after just arriving in a new mission as Ambassador of the USA, which will be the priority matter you will deal with?

AMB. EINIK: In reality there would not be one priority. It is too busy of an environment here to speak of one priority. We have a series of priorities. We have priorities on the political side in terms of democratization in Macedonia of multi-ethnic issues, its relationship between the different groups in Macedonia, the issue of NATO, the U.N., Kosovo obviously, so there is a range of issues that occupy our time. There is also a series of issues we are involved with on the economic commercial side which are our fallout in response to President Clinton's Sarajevo Summit Initiatives that he challenged the U.S. 

government to get more involved in the commercial economic area, so we have that. We have priorities in the press and the cultural area. We have priorities in the military relationship. So, what I'd like to say, and I think it is good, is that we're fully engaged across a broad spectrum of priorities in dealing with Macedonia. 

FAKTI: How do you judge the diplomatic relations between Macedonia and theUSA? 

AMB EINIK: The overall relationship is quite good. It is continuing to develop; links, relationships continuing to form, we have an open relationship that we are able to discuss issues, and we do that on a frequent basis. I wouldn't say that at this moment, as I sit here today, there are any problems between us, in a sense of disagreements, but there are issues across the spectrum of the raw priorities that we continue to discuss and work on.

FAKTI: Ambassador Hill worked hard to try to keep the democratization process in gear and make sure that Macedonia has gone towards a democracy. Will you continue to do this but also will you continue, will you put more effort forth, or try to strengthen economic ties between the United States and Macedonia. Because a lot of people now are saying that Macedonia is in trouble economically and they're counting on USA's support economically. 

AMB EINIK: Thank you for the interjection and the clarification in expanding on the question. I think it's important to me to be able to respond to the points behind the question. Please feel free to do that. I appreciate that. Let me try to wrestle with the question a little bit. All American ambassadors, wherever we are, come to our respect of host countries with more or less the same mandate to strengthen U.S. objectives and U.S. interests in the country. It depends on the situation where we become most involved and engaged. And obviously a situation here has been moving very rapidly in the past few months. So, it's not to say that I have a personal priority that would be different than any other American ambassador who would be sitting in my seat today, as we speak today. Whoever would be sitting here would be doing the same things that I am doing. And again, let's remember that the Sarajevo Stability Summit, which was in June, sat us on a course of moving towards emphasizing the longer term economic stability in the region including Macedonia of course, so we have a series of visitors that are coming, beginning in fact this weekend, and we have had some visits that are focused on the economy. Certainly in the aftermath of the Stability Summit we will be giving more emphasis -- increased emphasis -- to the economy to trying to help Macedonia's economic development and strength and the bilateral, economic and investment climate. The situation is difficult here clearly. It's difficult throughout the region. The region is undercapitalized, not yet completely transformed into a capitalistic economy, so a lot of work has to be done. Having said that, we continue to be engaged and looking at the internal political situation, the elections are coming up, so we keep track of just about everything. But at this time, because of the follow up to the Stability Pact Summit, we will be giving some heightened attention, which we didn't have the time or the vehicles for, before the summit, which we'll do now. 

FACTI: We have a very important question here. 

AMB. EINIK: I hope I can give you a quick answer.

FACTI: How do you judge the diplomatic relations between Macedonia and the USA? When the Republic of Macedonia acknowledged or confirmed that they accept the Republic of China Taiwan as a country, do you think that causes any problems to the bilateral relations between the United States of America and Macedonia? Because this diplomatic acknowledgment of this country really had economic motives?

AMB. EINIK: Well, I have to say that a county's decision as to who it recognizes and who it doesn't it, is its own decision to make. How any such decision complicates or doesn't complicate its relationship with other countries, that's an evaluation a country makes and really I would have no comment on that. My focus, my challenge would be -and is -- to see if we could and to try to be successful in attracting some American investment to Macedonia. What Macedonia does with another country is of interest to me, just to see how the situation is going, but I'm really not paying much attention to it. 

FAKTI: How do you see the role of the Republic of Macedonia after the conflict in Kosovo? 

AMB. EINIK: Well, clearly Macedonia is engaged as a host and support face for the NATO operations in Kosovo, which is important that it be done correctly. It is a center for assistance in terms of, I understand, humanitarian relief supplies, so the geography of the situation demands that Macedonia play a critical role in the post-conflict situation in Kosovo. What happens in Kosovo is obviously important to stability in the region, clearly then to Macedonia. We -- and when I say, we, I mean the United Nations, NATO -- the international community are working hard to rebuild and redefine Kosovo. I would also say that what happens in the former Yugoslavia is obviously important to Macedonia, to the region. There are still events that have to play out in Yugoslavia that will have a tremendous impact - and I would like to think a positive impact, obviously -- as change goes underway there. That will affect Macedonia as well. So, the geography of the situation defines an important role for Macedonia in the post-conflict period. 

FAKTI: Will the United States of America continue to help develop democracy in Macedonia? 

AMB. EINIK: Without question I think. Yes. The answer is yes. It's important for us in the region, in Macedonia, that the countries of this region develop democratically, in a multi-ethnic way, that they become increasingly part of Europe, that they are defined societies that can be part of Europe. It has a difficult history, there is no question about it. But, it's time for the countries of the region to go through the process that I think Western Europe went through after the Second World War to become modem democratic, open societies and states. And the countries in the region are embarked on that. Most of them are, including Macedonia, and there are different stages of that process and we are, through out technical assistance programs, through other instruments, trying to help them in this regard. 

FAKTI: What is your comment about the new civil and military administration in Kosovo? 

AMB. EINIK: Well, I have to say that I'm watching events in Kosovo somewhat as an observer, like everyone else here in Macedonia and around the world. There are important things going in Kosovo. We have a very elaborate, engaged U.N. administration that is developing instruments of democracy there. There is a NATO military operation as well. It is, to be honest, as an individual involved in government and diplomacy for many years, I find this an exciting effort that is underway. An administration is being created. What happens to that, to the legal framework of what Kosovo becomes, is still for the future to decide. But we are engaged there in a process under the umbrella, under the U.N. framework and they're working hard to build a democratic environment there. The issue of the future of Kosovo, I think, what the focus right now is the day to day work of building an environment where people can live safely, democratically. The issue the future of the administration there will be one that will be decided under the UN structures. But to be honest, I'm looking at it as you are as well, as a people of Macedonia as well, as someone that is sitting here observing events that are going on there. 

FAKTI: About four or five days ago, there was a group from Kosovo that had a meeting in Washington DC. A group of prominent individuals from Kosovo had a meeting in Washington. They also met with Secretary of State Madeleine Albright. After this meeting, Jamie Rubin commented on the way the meeting went. In the American media there were a lot of commentaries and comments on the future of Kosovo and steps towards that. They also spoke about self-government in Kosovo and we understand that you are the ambassador of Macedonia, but do you have any comment on what was spoken about, what was commented, and how these meetings went? 

AMB. EINIK: I have to say I've seen some of the commentary. I've not read all of the documents that have come out of that meeting. But, as you said, the Department of State's spokesman spoke for the U.S. government on the outcome of that meeting, and I will leave it to him to speak for us on that. 

FAKTI: Do you think that the replacement of Slobodan Milosevic will change the politics of the U.S.A. about the status of Kosovo? 

AMB. EINIK: I'm not sure that I would frame the issue that way. I think it is very clear that a change in leadership in Belgrade is obviously necessary. It's important for Yugoslavia, it's important for Kosovo, it's important for Macedonia and it's important for the region. Yugoslavia has to play an important role in the future development of the region. But it can only play that role when it becomes - and I say, when it becomes - a democratic state that could participate in the process. So, we are, I think, the region in fact, are anxious for that process to progress and to progress obviously peacefully. So, we look forward to a change in Belgrade of course, and we think that it would certainly have a positive effect on Kosovo, Macedonia, and the region. 

FAKTI: Do you think that if a change were to come about in Yugoslavia, will Kosovo still have a priority in construction and in assistance, as it has now? 

AMB. EINIK: I don't see why it would not. The physical reconstruction of Kosovo, I imagine, continues to be a priority. I don't see why it would not. We are committed to reconstruction throughout the region; it's an important priority of ours. So, I don't see why a change in Belgrade would diminish our commitment to support economically, via the Stability Pact or through the other instruments in place, the continued development of the region, including Kosovo. 

FAKTI: Even though you've only been in Macedonia a few days, what are your comments on the multiethnic relations? 

AMB. EINIK: This is an important question for me. It's been a question that I've been engaged with throughout my career, whether when I was in Moscow, in Romania, and here as well. I have to say, in this area I need to know more. I have a sense of the broad political aspects and there is an Albanian party in the ruling coalition, there's an active engagement in the political process. But I want to sort of see more, hear more, talk to more people. I haven't yet had an opportunity to go outside of Skopje and visit different regions, including the areas where Albanians are concentrated. I really want to do that first. So, I anticipate and I expect over the course of the next few weeks to get more personally knowledgeable about the issue. As I say, what I see on the outside, on the macro-global side, seems good. There is engagement, as I say, on the political process, involvement. To be honest, I don't sense tension in the streets. I was the in the old market of Skopje yesterday walking around; my wife and I were doing some shopping. I don't sense any visible tension when you're out in the city between the different ethnic groups of any sort. I'll answer in more detail for you in a few months when we meet next time. 

FAKTI: How do you see the role of the Republic of Macedonia during the conflict in Kosovo? 

AMB. EINIK: As I have observed, it seems that the initial phase of the crisis clearly overwhelmed the ability of the Macedonian government to deal with it. The expectations of the numbers of refugees, I'm not sure in Macedonia or in any of the international relief organizations, would have estimated the size of the problem that resulted out of the conflict. I think clearly in the early stages, there was a considerable difficulty in coping. My understanding and what I have seen is that both Macedonian authorities and the international assistance organizations quickly moved to energize themselves, to organize themselves to respond to the crisis. There were issues, there were difficulties I've read in the newspapers and the international press, like I'm sure you have. Overall, I think if you look at it in hindsight, Macedonia with tremendous support of the international community, did host an extraordinary number of people, who were able to survive here in some state of reasonable safety. And these people, then, most importantly, were able to return home after the crisis ended. I'd rather not look at the specifics of the event as it unfolded, but let's look at what happened. Over three hundred thousand people came here. They were able to survive here. And then they were able to go home. If you've look at it from that viewpoint, the process was a success, clearly. There are a lot of people, I'm sure, who deserve credit for making this work: Macedonians, Albanians obviously, the international community as well. It was in some ways a heroic effort. 

FAKTI: We know that the last days in Macedonia happened there were a few incidents with the soldiers of K-FOR, which affected the relations between the press in the Macedonian language and the government with K-FOR. How do you judge this negative development? 

AMB. EINIK: This has been, particularly the accident that I think everyone thinks of when you raise this issue where four people were killed -- there have been other accidents -- is the most difficult of issues to deal with. I personally - it's hard to get away from the human loss here - families were destroyed because of this. There are no villains in a thing like this; there are only victims on all sides. It's difficult to say; what could the comment be when people are killed in accidents? Obviously, K-FOR, the NATO troops, have been working increasing hard, particularly since some of these accidents, to try to do better in terms of movements, in terms of regulations, in terms of restrictions. The issue of how to deal with the aftermath, in terms of dealing with the families, etc., I think they are making improvements in that as well. To say that anyone can assure you that such accidents won't happen in the future, I don't think anyone can do that. In fact, when you think of the reality that winter is coming, the roads will be worse. All I can say is that I know that K-FOR, that the other organizations are very cognizant of this problem, that they are taking steps in how they do their day-to-day operations, to try to eliminate, reduce this type of tragedy. I can't tell you that they will be eliminated completely, because they probably won't. There will be more accidents. That's the nature of life when people are out on the roads, the roads are not the best, they're very crowded, the weather conditions are bad. All I can say is that, as I said before, is that I think that everyone will try harder to reduce the number of such problems.

