AMBASSADOR EINIK INTERVIEW WITH LOBI, ALBANIAN WEEKLY MARCH 29, 2001 

(unofficial transcript) 

LOBI: Let's begin with your comment on the offensive of the Macedonian security forces. 

AMBASSADOR: We have supported the right of the Macedonian Government to exercise sovereignty and security over its territory. That's always been something that the international community has said; we've always made it very clear that there has to be proportionate response to the threat. That would mean basically a military operation with an effort to reduce civilian casualties, so there would not be civilian casualties, there would not be indiscriminate shelling or actions of that sort. I think Lord Robertson made it very clear, and we agree as well, that the Macedonian security authorities responded in just that way. They were very careful and made an effort, a very sincere effort, to keep this as purely military operation and reduce the damage to civilian infrastructure and also to human life. 

LOBI: There were some rumors that during his second visit in the last ten days, Mr. Solana postponed the military action of Macedonian security forces; also regarding the action in Tetovo, that it was not approved by NATO or at least by western countries? 

AMBASSADOR: We never asked to have a veto or approval over actions of Macedonia as a sovereign government. We only pointed out the value to Macedonia, when it felt the need to take action, that the action was clearly necessary by the threat and that the response to the threat was done in a responsible way. We had never asked for pre-approval, and than taking an action. That was never something that we had considered. 

LOBI: Optimistic people say that this military action is successful, that in a way it brings peace, so the next step is dialogue, some kind of negotiations within the Macedonian society, between the Macedonian and Albanian communities. However, there is no clear distinction between the words dialogue and negotiation. All the western representatives were not clearly defining the word dialogue and who would be on the two sides. Could you explain that for us?


AMBASSADOR: I can't speak for Mr. Solana. I can only speak for the US in Macedonia. The US is pressing the participants to embark on this process, but we have not tried to impose what we expect to come out of this process. That is for you to decide. 

LOBI: When you compare the contents of the Communiqué N.6 of the NLA with some of the demands of the Albanian parties in Macedonia, even with a project resolution proposed to the parliament in the early 90s, there is no major difference&hellip;. 

AMBASSADOR: You really expect me to believe, you are telling me you believe that those guys who are on the hill were a legitimate political movement and that they started fighting in the hills because the agenda wasn't being carried out? Do you really believe that? 

LOBI: I am analyzing the contents of the communiqué and comparing&hellip; 

AMBASSADOR: We do not take as serious the political statements of these groups of extremists. They clearly are good at public relations. They clearly knew how to confuse the international media, how to gain legitimacy abroad among the Albanian ex-patriot community. However, what the most important thing is, and what's the strength of Macedonia, is the fact that they didn't fool Macedonian Albanians. People know who they really are. 

LOBI: There is one problem regarding Albanian political representatives. It is obvious that the Albanian political parties have lost their credibility among the Albanians. I visited some regions and I didn't encounter any Albanians supporting Mr. Xhaferi or DPA, nor PDP, or even the newest NDP. Do you have any information on this?

AMBASSADOR: It is not obvious to me, that the legitimate political Albanian leadership in Macedonia has lost its credibility. On the contrary, I think it has shown its legitimacy, it has shown its commitment to the territorial integrity of Macedonia, its commitment to democracy and peace, and its commitment to the ethnic Albanians in Macedonia. In the past in the Balkans, it was the quality of leadership that often led the people to disaster. In Croatia, in Bosnia, in Yugoslavia&hellip;. The quality of this leadership did not lead people to civil war. The ethnic Albanians and ethnic Macedonians, when they strip away all the other stuff, that people like to complain about government, the reality is that this leadership did not lead them into war. That, in my mind, solidifies the illegitimacy with both ethnic Albanians and ethnic Macedonians. The simple thing is people are not killing each other on the streets. How badly you think these people behave as political leaders, the reality is they didn't let this happen. 

LOBI: Today we heard that one of the DPA MPs joined the NLA. Do you have any comment? 

AMBASSADOR: I have not heard that so I can't comment. I don't believe that there is necessarily a "NLA" to join. We reject the concept that this is a politically inspired insurgency, that has a clear political platform and that it is here to work for Albanian rights in Macedonia. Any ethnic Albanian leader that flirts with these people or feel they can get political capital out of being close with these people, are making a serious mistake. Macedonia has turned its back on these people, Kosovo has turned its back on these people. They have no political legitimacy. 

LOBI: Are you optimistic about the development of the situation. 

AMBASSADOR: I have been in the Balkans too long to be an optimist. I think what happened on Sunday is an extremely important event. It is a unique even in the Balkans. You had government security services clearly exercising restraint to do a military police action, you have all the political leaders in the country, ethnic Albanians, ethnic Macedonians, understanding the need to do that, and continuing to move forward in the process. 

