STATEMENT FOR Macedonian National TV 

As the American Ambassador to Macedonia, I want to thank Macedonian Television for giving me this opportunity to thank you, the Macedonian people, for your letters, faxes, e-mail messages and personal messages of condolences and concern following the catastrophic events in the United States on September 11th. We are touched deeply by your show of support. 

The unprovoked attacks on Americans and others on September 11 resulted in the deaths of not only thousands of Americans, but also citizens of 63 other countries. 

The terrible loss of life will leave indelible marks on our minds, hearts and souls. We will be able to rebuild, but we cannot erase images of this heinous crime. 

In the coming days and weeks, my government will move aggressively and with deliberate speed to assemble a new international coalition against terrorism. The goal of this coalition will be not only to punish those responsible - and those who harbor them - for the carnage wrought in New York and Washington, but also those involved in planning and coordinating future acts of terrorism that could threaten anyone in any part of the world. 

My country will not forget what has happened. President Bush captured the mood of the country when he said: "Our nation was horrified, but it's not going to be terrorized." While we still mourn and pray for the dead, the President has asked Americans to go back to work. 

No one should doubt the difficulty of the task ahead and how long it will take. This will be a war that will not be won in weeks or months. It will be a long, difficult struggle - year in and year out. But there should be no doubt, our objective is total victory - to vanquish all those willing to take innocent lives. 

As you can imagine, like most Americans, I am angry. But I would like to end this message on words of hope. I hope that these events can help all of us reach out to find peaceful ways to resolve our differences. I hope for a better world for my children and yours. It is our duty to work together to make sure that happens.

Thank you. 

