Mr.Einik's interview for the National TV station, 

Makedonska Televizija 

REPORTER: Your excellency, thank you for accepting our invitation to be guest in informative program of Macedonian television. I would like to ask you how do you estimate the current situation in the Republic of Macedonia, when on the one hand the political dialogue is expected to continue and on the other, there has been re-activation of the battles in the Northern parts of Macedonia in the past few days. 

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: It is a very critical time right now and I think that we should see the current situation as offering the possibility in the near term to get through this crisis. I think the political process has now entered a new stage, with the arrival of Minister Leotard, representing the EU, being supported by Ambassador Pardew from US, and -- as well having the Badinter paper that came out of Badinter's visit as a starting off point for re-energizing, let's say, President Trajkovski's political process. So, we are quite excited about the possibilities on the political side. On the demilitarization side, that mechanism is still playing out. Obviously the so-called NLA has to realise that, if they have the interest of the Albanian population of Macedonia in mind, that now is the time for them to move forward in exceptance of this demilitarization plan, to withdraw from Macedonia, allow the political process to take hold with the legitimate elected representatives of the Albanian population. So, I'd like to think, despite the drama of the last week, that we are entering now a positive period of progress. 

REPORTER: Mr. Ambassador, Washington has, through his special envoy Mr.Pardew, recently joined the EU representative Leotard regarding assistance in resolving of the Macedonian crisis. A few months ago, when Mr. Pardew was here, he said that - about the Albanian extremists and terrorists - that they are intruders, that they are criminal groups, and that they should leave Macedonia. In your opinion, to what extent the so-called ONA will influence the Albanian leaders in Macedonia, the legally elected leaders, regarding their demands to participate in the negotiations? 

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: Well, that's a fair question. The elected representatives of the Albanian population of Macedonia are participants in the process under the President's auspices, they continue to have discussions, they are presenting their view of the process. They've accepted the Badinter process, which is critically important. So, I would have to say that it is important for no one to become hostage to the NLA, that the legitimate representatives of both the Albanian and the Macedonian populations of this country continue their work to successful resolution, now with international facilitation based upon the Badinter paper and his continuing efforts in the presence of Minister Leotard and Ambassador Pardew to finally resolve these issues. It's time now to finish this and let Macedonia, all Macedonians, move forward. 

REPORTER: The international community has been giving strong support to President Trajkovski's plan and in case of a peaceful solution of the Macedonian crisis, what will be the role of the US in the disarmament in President Trajkovski's Plan? 

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: President Bush has most recently said in fact that all options are open for us as we move towards supporting NATO's efforts in this area. We've made it clear already that the US will be providing communication, logistics, kind of basic support structures for this to happen. So, we will be participating as we have been participating in NATO support for Macedonia clearly now, in Kosovo in a very aggressive way in terms of interdicting and restricting the flaw of material to the NLA, but the operation for the disarmament is being developed, is being approved now at a political level, and as I said the US will be participating in a support capacity. 

REPORTER: Yesterday Macedonian media reported your opinion that you expressed in your interview for the independent Radio 77 - that you are against the proposals of the Albanian leaders. In case of alterations being made to the Constitution, what in your opinion should be changed in Macedonia? 

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: Well, I'll leave that to the constitutional experts. I listened to Mr.Badinter's press conference before he left, where he laid out his vision for these different principles and how to define the nature of Macedonia. And I found those personally quite compelling in terms of defining a structure that preserves the unitary nature of the state, defines a functioning state, but yet preserves and protects the multi-ethnic nature of the society. And I have to think in the end that that's what everybody here wants. No one wants a bi-national state -- that is, that in a European context is not able to integrate itself into the kind of developing Euro-Atlantic structures, because it has to be a functional state. So, I think the Badinter paper is a good way to begin this process and I'm very glad that all parties have seen that. That's not to say that both parties do not have their own visions of how to define that, and that has to be addressed and they have to be seriously considered, their different possibilities. But I think taking the Badinter paper as the core, drawing out of the President Trajkovski's 5 point agenda, then you have the Badinter paper, and now you need to move forward to begin to define actual implementation of those aspects. 

REPORTER: Mr.Ambassador, let's go back to what was happening in Aracinovo. The Americans were participating in the negotiations for the extremists to withdraw from Macedonia, i.e. they took an unknown direction. Do you think that, if an Aracinovo happens in another crisis region, the same actions will be taken as in the case of Aracinovo? And what is your opinion of the events that took place in front of the Parliament of Macedonia? Do you think there is an anti-NATO sentiment in Macedonia? 

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: This has been an issue in a situation that has caused quite a bit of concern for everyone, all of us. I think it's the outcome of the advance and the aftermath of NATO's action there has put Macedonians I think in an uncomfortable position. And it's put us to a certain extent in an uncomfortable position because of that. But let's be very clear here. The US, as other NATO members who have assets in the region, responded to a request from NATO to assist in an operation that NATO had defined. We felt that, when you had the choice of letting that operation fail and the possible renewing of violence and supporting that NATO operation that we had no choice but to support that. That was the right decision to make and as we sit today the situation is obviously being much calmer because of that. So, that was the right thing to do. I regret very much that many Macedonians define that action in a negative way, and particularly in the context of the United States, because again, we were responding to a NATO request and then we felt we had to insure that that NATO action is going to be successful for the future of Macedonia. I think what happened in front of the Parliament was embarrassment for Macedonia. Let's be honest. I think it was! That's not the Macedonians--that's not the Macedonia that I know, and that's not the Macedonia that Macedonians want to be seen as. And it clearly has caused some level of concern in Washington, in other capitals, and in the Embassy; given the fact as you remember in 1998 in March there was another serious incident, which we have spent two years putting behind us. And now there's another incident and we need to put that behind us as well. And the way we put that behind us is for Macedonians to express I think what they really believe. What they really believe is that their future is in Europe, and their future is in the co-operation with the US. And I think people really want that. And I think people have to make it very clear that that's really what they want to do. And I'm hopeful that we will start seeing them more and more. So, it's not as though we are not concerned about anti-West, and anti-NATO and anti-American sentiment here. But I can't believe that that's how Macedonians want to be received. I just can't believe that. 

REPORTER: What is US viewpoint regarding the Southern Balkan, when peace is being established in Southern Serbia and it should be established in Macedonia. Is there any correlation in this respect? 

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: There is no direct relation between the agreement in Southern Serbia that reduced the tension there, except for the fact that it's another pressure point that's been eliminated in the Balkans. And I think that's what is critically important. I think the actions in Serbia, in Yugoslavia, with the removal of Milosevic out of play, and taking him to the Hague, the reduction of tension in Southern Serbia (and I give the Serbs a lot of credit for allowing that to happen and in implementing that), all of that contributes I think to reducing the tension, to clarifying the future of the Balkans. Now it's time to put this thing behind us as well, put it behind Macedonia and then you can really start to see the Balkans with Macedonia in the center beginning to develop. So I think it's critically important that we finally get this behind us. 

REPORTER: In conclusion of today's interview Mr. Einik, in your last interview for the Macedonian Television, in answer to the question whether you are optimistic about the region you said 'yes'. Are you still thinking that? 

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: You know, I'm tired of not being an optimist. This has been going on much too long. I think we are all exhausted by this mentally and physically. I want to be an optimist because I finally see that all the tools are in place to solve this problem peacefully. I think that what we saw last week hopefully was the catharsis, that people realised enough was enough and that maybe they were going too far over the edge. And they walked back. And I think that's what's critically important. So, I'd like to think that out of ruin often comes success and I'd like to think that after what happened last week, that now everybody, Albanians and Macedonians, citizens of this country, realise that enough is enough and they've got to solve this. So, I want to be optimistic. That does not mean that I am not prepared for the worst, but it's time enough -- we've had the worst happen too many times in the Balkans. It's time enough for something good to happen and it's time enough for something good to happen in Macedonia. 

REPORTER: Thank you once again for being our guest, Mr. Ambassador. 

MR.EINIK, US AMBASSADOR IN MACEDONIA: Thank you. 

