Ambassador Einik interview with Nova Makedonija, Sept. 13, 1999 

Nova Makedonija: Thank you for your time. First of all, of course, how are you feeling now that you are here in Macedonia, a lot of things are going on, especially the last few months concerning the Kosovo crisis and ...

Ambassador Einik: Well, as I say, I've been here just a week, but I haven't come from far away. I was sitting in Bucharest for the past four years, so, the events of the past several months in the region are familiar to me. I've been watching them very closely from Bucharest and I'm beginning now to get first hand impressions from being here - as I said just about a week. 

Nova Makedonija: It's very important that you are here because it is a very crucial region, the Balkan region is still in a... 

Ambassador Einik: The Balkans for me is... 

Nova Makedonija: ... the scope of interest. 

Ambassador Einik: Yes, the Balkans for me is a very important region, I mean I have spent most of my career as a diplomat involved in the Balkans one way or another, and I have done that because, to be very honest, I personally feel very comfortable here as does my family. We enjoy this part of Europe. We enjoy the people, but also, more importantly, this is a region of instability at the heart of Europe, of our major partner. It is basically the doorway between Europe and Central Asia as well. It is still an area of opportunities in the sense that it has to stabilize itself, and I think now, finally, why I very much wanted to come back here was, I hope, as I've mention at the airport, that we are finally at the end game of working through these issues. I particularly wanted to come to Macedonia because it has been such an exception to the negative trends of the rest of the region. Despite a lot of predictions of its inability to survive, it has. Not only has it survived, it has developed and it has progressed. I'd like to see the Kosovo crisis, as we would say, as a "hiccup" in that progress that is moving forward. Now is the time - as we on the one hand continue to work to resolve the lingering issues of that - to begin to reenergize the relationship in terms of the longer-term trends. 

Nova Makedonija: You mention that there were a lot of predictions that Macedonia will maybe not survive during this time with what was going on in the region, but there are still 'II a lot of predictions that the Kosovo crisis is still a very big threat for the stability and security of Macedonia, How do you see that, even though you are here such a short time? 

Ambassador Einik: Let's say the crisis, be it Kosovo, be it Yugoslavia and needed transition there, are clearly in the process of being resolved. I think it is very important for us, and we are very much focused on insuring that the potential tensions, the potential dangers that still may come out of the process as it unfolds, that Macedonia be shielded from them. You have paid a significant price to date, clearly in helping the west and the world respond to the crisis, but we need to make sure that as it continues to play out and hopefully resolves itself finally, that these are not any more unexpected negative consequences. We need to deal with ones that exist now and resolve them, but we have to make sure that there are not new ones on the horizon. 

Nova Makedonija: The United States of America showed great interest for the region and we feel here that there is great support for Macedonia to exist as an independent and sovereign state. How is the course now of The United States of America, will it stay on the same course in the future, to support Macedonia? 

Ambassador Einik: I don't see any change in our strong support for Macedonia. It continues to be a country that we see representing a model for the rest of the region. It is in a critical location for the stability in the region. It is an area that we have given a lot of attention to. The President has been here. Washington knows Macedonia, and knows how important it is for the stability in the region. I don't see any change at all away from continued support. 

Nova Makedonija: There have been some speculations recently, that from now on The United States of America first of all, but Europe as well, are giving up on the model of multiethnic societies because they think that it is very difficult to have multiethnic societies exist in the Balkans. Macedonia is supposed to be an example for that multiethnic society and its survival. If this is happening, if for instance definitely western countries give up on the multiethnic society, what might happen to Macedonia? 

Ambassador Einik: I don't see that we are moving away from strong support for open democratic societies, which by the nature the Balkans have to be multiethnic. No, I don't see us turning away from this. I see us increasingly looking for a Europe, pushing and supporting a Europe where borders become less relevant - where ethnic issues no longer are relevant. The basis of our support for the democracies of the region is in fact that they be democratic, multiethnic, and open. I don't see us moving away from that. 

Nova Makedonija: It's maybe too early to ask you but we have elections in front of us, for the president, for the new president, in the country. Macedonia so far, is at a high stage in achieving democracy What is your opinion on how the elections how do you estimate that the elections will be, good or bad, if they are done on the democratic way or not, because there are a lot of quarrels among all political parties, probably you know that, who will be the next president and how is it possible to function in such a country ... which is better actually, let's say the solution to have a president from the same political party who is in power, from the coalition, or from the opposition because of necessary balance? 

Ambassador Einik: That's a broad question. For us the important thing is the electoral process. For me, and I remember attending and observing my first election in the region which was back in 1990, which was the first election in Croatia in Slovenia... elections in my mind define democracy, that's what makes a democratic country, that you have elections - that they are free, they are fair, transparent who ever wins takes office. All of the internal debate, the internal discussions, the fights, the press action, the commentary to be honest in my mind all of that circumstance is healthy because it energizes the people and engages the people. We have them in The United States, as you will see in our campaign as soon as it gets under way for the presidency. Democracy is not neat, communism was in certain circumstances neat, because everybody knew their place they had their role, and everyone played their role and they went through the motions. Democracy by its nature tends to be messier than that. That is also its strength. I'm not concerned necessarily by the internal aspects of the election. Clearly we want the government to be able to operate. We have things - a relationship with the government that we need to carry on - and I expect we will, I don't see any change in that. For us, it is the process on the way, and that's the important thing. 

Nova Makedonija: How is it possible that Macedonia get more money from the west, and because we really need investment if we want economically to live better and then the political issues will as well become much easier to solve? 

Ambassador Einik: That is very true, the key here - and this is regional phenomena - is that the region is under capitalized. There's just not enough capital clearly in Macedonia. At the end of the day, it is going to have to be private capital that has to come. There has to be foreign investment - the generation of domestic capital. In the immediate term it has to be foreign investment that comes in, that makes investments in the economy, that produces growth, produces employment, and we hope over the course of the next year to actually focus our efforts on this area. We have some concrete proposals, concrete plans on the way. At the end of the day however, as I was saying, it will be up to the Macedonian government, the Macedonian businessman, and to Macedonian people to define an environment - lets call it a fertile ground - that if we drop the seeds in here, they will grow. Investment is very "fickle" as we say, it moves to where it feels it is most appreciated. We will be working with the government, with the business community, to help to find such an environment. What I have been seeing so far in my initial contacts is an awareness of this by the government and a desire to create such an environment. 

Nova Makedonija: If we speak about future relations between Macedonia and United States what can we put What can we emphasize what is the main thing that we can really cooperate on where can the United States really help Macedonia or Macedonia be helpful to the United States? 

Ambassador Einik: You mean in terms of business sector or specific sector or in general? 

Nova Makedonija: General, in general, but of course, if we are speaking about the business sector, it is very curious because Macedonia is so small. 

Ambassador Einik: There are several aspects about being small. Clearly, you are not a large domestic market onto your self, but on the other hand being a small country, you don't need a lot of investment to make a difference. There are other countries in the region that are in as difficult a situation if not worse. There are large countries that the amount of investment you need there to make a difference is staggering. In Macedonia, you have a small, but what I understand and what I see, a well educated work force. Your location hopefully can be a positive one in the long term. I think that it wont take a lot to attract the investment here but the main thing will be providing the right climate. The strength of United States in all of this is that we have a very vigorous economy. We have a very outward looking, aggressive business class. American business, in my mind, and I admit to being prejudice here, is the best in the world. If given the right field of play, we will do well here. 

Nova Makedonija: Only one more question, so, as a summary, can Macedonia count on American support in the future? 

Ambassador Einik: No question, of course Macedonia can. It can, and it should. We support countries because it is in our interest, and we do have significant regional interests here, so there is no question in my mind that we will continue to support Macedonia 

Nova Makedonija: Thank you very much.

