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SEKULOVSKA: How can Macedonia control the situation? We are witnessing the fact that these extremists, terrorists, are passing from Kosovo to Macedonia, the border is very easy for them to pass. Criticisms from the Macedonian government followed because of this. We are actually facing the fact that KFOR has problems with controlling the border. 

AMBASSADOR: That is obviously a very important question. These extremists, these gunmen, I think the Secretary even recently called them gangsters engaged in terrorist activities. Clearly they are receiving support from Kosovo in terms of infrastructure they already have in place. Clearly they are operating close to the border because of that. KFOR has continuously been increasing its activities on Kosovo's southern border to try to be of more assistance. If you hear what's being said today by NATO, by individual countries, by the US, I think that there's an awareness that these efforts have to be continued to increase, continue to get stronger, to ensure that those bases of supply, of support are reduced, are eliminated. It's a very difficult thing to do, in the sense that this is a very difficult border, the terrain is not conducive to easy control, these people who've been engaged in smuggling activities know the border very well. But that doesn't mean that effort should not be accelerated to deal with it, it should be. 

SEKULOVSKA: There are more than 4000 KFOR soldiers. What is the problem, why can't they control the situation? 

AMBASSADOR: I can understand the frustration, I really do. Remember KFOR has a lot of activities that it's undergoing in Kosovo, dealing with the Presevo valley, dealing with Mitrovica in the north, dealing with security in Kosovo itself. These troops are fully engaged in that. Even with that, there's been a clear realization on the ground that more assets have to be moved down to deal with the issue of interdicting infrastructural support for these extremists. Clearly, I think Macedonia would like that thousands of troops go flowing down to the border from the rest of Kosovo. Unfortunately, I don't think that is going to happen. But NATO is clearly aware of the need to do better, I believe Admiral Ellis, who is the Commander of NATO (inaudible) directly responsible for KFOR, I think Lord Robertson is coming back to Macedonia today, and they are going to be dealing with these things. I've spoken to people on General Ralston's staff, who is the Commander. They are aware of the need to do this. Washington is very much concerned about this issue, at the highest level. The Secretary has mentioned it himself. So, I think Macedonia will see more and more activities on the border. 

SEKULOVSKA: The impression is that Macedonia is the only country member of PfP for which NATO sits and witnesses Macedonia's suffering and only watches, and does nothing more. This is the impression. 

AMBASSADOR: It is unfortunate that Macedonians have the impression that NATO, KFOR is reluctant to respond to the crisis here. I don't think that's right. I think that the problem stands in the fact…. I'm going to be very honest and frank here. For KFOR the control of the southern border of Kosovo was one of the many priorities that it has had. It has been fully consumed with a lot of other issues. And the Macedonia spill over from Kosovo in a sense was not perceived initially as the number one priority. What NATO has understood, particularly given the efforts of the President of Macedonia and the Government, that the issue here is not just one of border control. That isn't the issue, the issue here is regional stability. I mean, these people are basically a threat to the democratic process that's underway in Kosovo, that's under way in Macedonia and, to be honest, that's under way in Albania as well. These are the people that have opted for a different option in dealing with inter-ethnic question. For the violent option, the option that we know too well. And they have to be looked as a regional problem that affects regional stability. NATO is seeing it in that context, and NATO will be working directly with Macedonia to deal with it directly and using more and more KFOR assets to deal with it, to the border situation. But that's only one aspect of the problem. 

SEKULOVSKA: This is exactly the question, the stability in the region. With this does the US actually admit that things are not black and white, that NATO bombing Serbia did not solve the Albanian issue? Milosevic is out of the political scene, but what do we do now? The Albanian issue is again open in Kosovo, southern Serbia and Macedonia, which means we didn't solve it. Bombing Macedonia would be ridiculous…. 

AMBASSADOR: That's right. When you look at this issue, this issue in my mind is one of the issues that had to be resolved in the break-up of Yugoslavia. In the break-up of Yugoslavia a lot of ethnic issues were going to have to be addressed because to a large extent, the ethnic groups went across the new national borders. The legitimate issue of how this will be dealt with, in the terms of the Albanian population of what was then Yugoslavia, as the issue of Slovene population, Croatian population etc. was an issue that had to be addressed. Unfortunately, that issue was, in a sense, corrupted and subsumed under the whole issue of Milosevic and a greater Serbia and an aggressive expansion. That issue was finally put aside, I mean the Milosevic aspect of it, in the events basically two years ago. Kosovo now, is dealing with that issue with direct intervention of the IC, to try to deal with the peaceful development of democratic institutions in Kosovo. And the overwhelming majority of Kosovar Albanians have rejected this violent path, as evident in the recent local elections where these extremists were basically rejected. So, these people have not found fertile ground to be able to operate this violent inter-ethnic method in Kosovo today. 

SEKULOVSKA: But they do operate. You say that Albanian political leaders are against this. In the case of Albanian political leaders in Macedonia, we have a situation where Xhaferi says that these incidents and conflicts in Macedonia are a consequence of the ten-year long terror over Albanians in Macedonia. Menduh Thaci speaks of mobile phones not bombs. Imeri says that innocent civilians are being killed with cannons and grenades and that the other side does not have cannons and grenades but merely bullets. 

AMBASSADOR: Over the past decade, ethnic Macedonians and ethnic Albanians in Macedonia, have been fighting for a new model of inter-ethnic relations, I think that's clear. It was working and developing over the past ten years and in some sense maybe this threat, this test to that model was inevitable to happen, given the situation that has transpired in Kosovo and Yugoslavia over the past few years. So, the test, the threat has come to the system. It is a difficult test, but I am not willing to say by any means that Macedonian leadership or the Macedonian people have failed that test. On the contrary, I think that the fact that the situation is still progressing through democratic channels and through discussions, despite all the tensions, despite all the difficulties, I think is the success of Macedonia. I remember ten years ago being in Croatia and how quickly Serb and Croat neighbors were willing to believe extremist propaganda and pick up guns and start fighting. And there was this sickening feeling that no matter what we did these two people were headed into violence. And that hasn't happened here. The reality of it all is that it hasn't happened here. With all of the mistakes that different people might have made in terms of public and statements, everyone is still moving down the path to dealing with this positively. The government is exercising its obligation to establish law and order. From everything we've seen in the past 24 hours it's done in a very careful way, not to increase and not to accentuate civilian casualties or indiscriminate damage. They have been very careful and I compliment them on that. The DPA has not left the government over this, they continue to talk about a renewed dialogue and building inter-ethnic consensus. So, the test is severe, the tension is severe, but I am not to say that the leadership should deserve a ten grade, but they haven't failed the exam yet either. 

SEKULOVSKA: When you say the leadership might not have a ten grade, do you mean Albanian leadership or..? 

AMBASSADOR: I was talking about everyone. This is very hard stuff. This is not easy, this is not simple economic reform, it's not simple military reform, this is governance at its hardest. And, I have to say, I wouldn't give them a ten, but Macedonia hasn't failed. Because you haven't started down that spiral yet, and I applaud everyone for that, that you haven't started down that spiral of general violence between the two ethnic communities that make up this country. The number of people that are up on the hills, these extremists, these gangsters, whatever you want to call them, is not growing. They are not able to continue to expand their operations. They will engage in terrorist activities, and that's a threat that the whole region will have to be alert to, and we need to help you with as well. But, this isn't exploding into the kind of civil violence that I remember seeing in Croatia ten years ago. 

SEKULOVSKA: You are saying that conflicts will probably stop. What do we do in a situation when they stop? Negotiations with legitimate political representatives begins. On the other hand, this is not a guarantee that terrorism will stop, that armed groups will stop, when we have Kosovo, Southern Serbia, the organization of the NLA is announced in Montenegro as well… Which means that they are acting legitimately, they own weapons, and everyone closes their eyes to the smuggling. We definitely have an unstable region in the Balkans, regardless of how much negotiation there is or if there are any at all. They may ask to go to the moon and get permission, but we will not have peace in the Balkans. 

AMBASSADOR: But that kind of peace that you are describing, which is an ideal peace, many countries in the world do not have, for the same kinds of reasons. Many countries in the world, developed countries, have terrorist groups that have rejected democratic peaceful means for settling their grievances. Many tied up with international criminal elements as well. That is no different than the phenomenon we see here. And, you're right, one of the consequences of the maturing of Macedonia may be in fact that you will have to confront this kind of threat for some time to come, like most of our countries. We've had some major terrorist threats and actions against the US. Our lives have changed considerably. I remember going to an American airport 25-30 years ago, and go to an airport today in the US. Our lives today in the US are completely changed because of the need to be careful about terrorist activities. 

SEKULOVSKA: But you know that there's great difference between US and Macedonia, between those extremists and the ones here, because legitimate representatives here, I mean Albanian leaders, have the same requests as the extremists. Those are the requests for changes in the Constitution, for constitutive peoples, for languages, a bilingual parliament and other institutions, which means the requests are identical. And this will probably be acquired. But if we face such terrorist actions again, and if Albanians became a constitutive people, with a right of self-determination and even detachment, the next step will surely be the creation of a Greater Kosovo or Greater Albania. This will happen. I quote former President Gligorov who says that they should not be allowed to become a constitutive nation, because the next phase will be the creation of a greater country. 

AMBASSADOR: I have to disagree, and I disagree very strongly that the legitimate Albanian political structures in Macedonia have the same agenda as these gangsters up in the hills. It is easy for terrorist groups to adopt legitimate agendas, in order to try to gain more international and domestic legitimacy. The point is different. The point is that these people are using guns and supporting violent means to obtain their goals. And they have spoken about Greater Kosovo, lack of respect for borders, lack of respect for the (inaudible) nature of Macedonia. The ethnic Albanian leadership in Macedonia has to be, and is, and has given all indication, that they are committed to the integrity of Macedonia. They have to be there's no question they have to be. That's the number one requirement. But, its' clear that the issue of what kind of inter-ethnic state Macedonia is going to evolve into, probably needs a broader consensus among all the people. I think that the agreement, on the terms of the inter-ethnic issues you have today, was basically a political consensus that evolved out of a coalition government agreement, which gave a lot of opposition parties, on both sides, the prerogative to criticize that inter-ethnic consensus because it came out of a coalition agreement. The challenge for Macedonia is that the inter-ethnic dialogue and agreement has to be taken out of a narrow political coalition agreement and made a much more broad-based consensus, that everyone participates in developing, opposition political parties, NGOs, so everyone has a better understanding of what is being talked about. And it has to be done by Macedonians, it can't be done by the outside, because you have to have an agreement among yourselves as to what the nature of this country will be. And I don't think that it is a mistake, I don't think that it will end to breaking up Macedonia, I think it will end to continuing to strengthen Macedonia. 

SEKULOVSKA: Might the following happen: Macedonian police speak of massive graves. Might it happen that, like in some other countries in the Balkans, someone can ends up in The Hague? 

AMBASSADOR: There are a lot of fears that people have about different scenarios. I can understand people starting from a hypothesis and a supposition and drawing an eventual conclusion. I think we need to focus on the reality on the ground. On the ground what has happened is a group of extremists have challenged Macedonia, militarily and security-wise, it has challenged it politically. Macedonian security authorities, with the support of the IC are responding to that threat in an appropriate way and that's what we've been seeing and this is a process that will continue and we will continue to monitor this. What the Macedonian security authorities did the past 24 hours by military standards is a very constrained, reasonable effort to deal with a military threat. That's the first thing. The second thing is that the political crisis that this event has developed is a crisis that is often not based upon reality but upon fears. Fears that every individual has about what might happen, not what is actually happening. And I think that if people take away that what-might-ifs and focus on what is, we could move more quickly and help you move more quickly through the process to deal with the political crisis. People are in panic, people are talking about war. Where is the war here? There are a limited number of extremists that have severely challenged the establishment, that have severely challenged Macedonia in terms of controlling its territory but you don't see waves of established military people flowing over the border to challenge the livelihood and the sovereignty of Macedonia. But, the fears are there, and I would not discount people's fears. In the Balkans, given the history, people have the right to fear the worst. But, people should actually try to do their actions based upon the reality of what they see. How many people in Skopje do not feel they can go out and buy food in the corner store today? People are pretty much living their lives. 

SEKULOVSKA: Do you know why people are in panic? You know about the terrorist attack in Caircanka and that can happen anywhere. The situation is not under control. That causes panic. 

AMBASSADOR: As an individual I understand that very much. My wife is Israeli, I have three children. We are planning to spend two weeks in Israel, to take my children to Israel. As a father and a parent I wonder, should I do that? 

SEKULOVSKA: We could probably live with that terrorism, the problem is whether they can be controlled because, I already said that the border is not under control. Last question, a personal question. Were you disappointed when a PM from a small country attacked America, the most powerful country in the world, said that the US and Germany, know the leaders of the terrorists? I am speaking about the statement of Georgievski and your denial. Were you surprised or disappointed with the courage? 

AMBASSADOR: I focus on what people do, and I focus on the concrete aspects of the relationship. Since that meeting, I have had several very constructive meetings with the PM. The Government of Macedonia, under the PM's leadership, has responded the way the IC has suggested. There is a process under way to reduce the level of panic by having a broader discussion. I am focusing on what the government does. And the government is doing the right things. The Presidency is doing the right thing, the opposition political parties, in fact. There was a unanimous vote in the parliament, in support of the peaceful process in rejecting terrorism. I think the political parties have to focus on staying in parliament and working through these issue. So, specific statements that are made to the media I don't take as important. It's not the perception, it's the reality. The reality of it is that the US and Macedonia have very close relationships and they're getting closer everyday. 

SEKULOVSKA: Were you disappointed? 

AMBASSADOR: No. I was never upset by this. 

