Ambassador Einik interview with ZUM

ZUM MAGAZINE: Your Excellency, how do you explain the new situation on the Balkan Peninsula after the end of the Slobodan Milosevic era? There are a lot of opinions which say that the region will now have a good opportunity to prove that the progress is now a matter of reality, not just fiction. On the other hand, we hear it a lot, that the democratization and stabilization of the region will be a long process with other conflicts appearing... 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: That clearly is the most important question, I agree. I think it was extremely important, and extremely positive that the people of Serbia themselves forced democratic change. Having been in the region a long time, I have to be honest, I was totally surprised to see that they were able to do this in a peaceful way, expressing the will of the people. An extraordinarily important beginning of change in Yugoslavia. Extremely important to the region too. Because when you look at the geography, obviously, the stability and the progress of the Balkans can not move forward to its conclusion unless Yugoslavia, Belgrade is part of that process. It is not going to be easy, let's be honest. Democracy and change is never easy. But you needed to have this change in order to be able to begin to really define the future. It is quite exciting, it is necessary, it is important - and it won't be easy - but it is a process that only now is really beginning. 

ZUM MAGAZINE: What do you think about the second part of the question. I said that it will be a long process, but maybe with some other conflicts erupting&hellip; 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: I hope not. I have been thinking about this for a while. I am remembering back, in 1988, 1989, 1990, when the international community and the participants in the crisis had so few tools with which to deal with the unveiling crisis in those days. I can remember the frustration among the people not being able to deal with the crisis as it was unfolding around them. I would like to think that what happened in Belgrade peacefully, as a result of the fact that over the past decade the key decision makers, the NGO's, the people involved in the opposition have learned how to manage themselves. That they have a safety net of contacts. I would like to think that now finally there are the mechanisms in place, tools available, to allow people to confront the change in a peaceful way. 

ZUM MAGAZINE: Can you explain what is that new idea about the new sub-region called the Western Balkans? We could see over the last couple of years a lot of that sort of things. First came that unhappy name and its informal borders. Than we saw a new kind of Euro agreements with the states of the region. Than came the proposal of Mr. Bildt and now we hear ideas about a single currency, a monetary union for these states, south of Slovenia and north of Greece. Is it a framework being laid for some kind of union in the Balkans? 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: My personal view on this is that part of the problem the region has had, at least for the past hundred years has been that global solutions to the future of the region have been defined from the outside and not created from the reality of the situation inside. I think that there is a lot of work to be done, important and necessary work, within each country of the region, to stabilize democracy, to bring forward economic reform, to be able to move forward. Future possibility for cooperation among the countries in the region will have to come out of the reality of living together and not imposed by a grand scheme from above. For example, you have a stock exchange in every country in the region, if I am not mistaken. Most of them a small and basically inefficient. You would think at some point that someone would get the idea that it might be useful to make a Balkan or Southeast European joint stock exchange. Because it makes sense, there is an economy of scale and the exchanges don't create capital when they are so small. That would be decision that would lead to greater cooperation, based on a reality defined from within, not from a post from outside. I think that the future cooperation among these countries of Southeast Europe - that is how I would like to call them - should come and will come out of domestic realities when it is in your own interest to do such things. I think that is the framework in which the future cooperation among these countries should be looked at. 

ZUM MAGAZINE: OK, but the reality is not like that, because we have concrete steps and concrete proposals from outside. For instance, the new name for the region, proposals for monetary union which comes from a high representative of the World Bank&hellip;

AMBASSADOR EINIK: I don't see a concrete proposal that has been put on the table asking you to do anything that affects your sovereignty. People are mentioning ideas, but these are sovereign countries. I am not sure that the reality is different from what I see, cause the reality in the end of the day is in fact that you will do what's in Macedonia's best interest to do. If it is not in your best interest, you are not going to do it. I don't think that you should be afraid from people putting suggestions on the table. People are able to do that, in that sense, it is a free country, as we say in America. But you should not give them more status than they have in fact in reality. You shouldn't forget that you are a sovereign countries today. The time to accept as given just a statement that someone gives on the outside and makes that a reality, I think that those times are over.

ZUM MAGAZINE: Do you agree that Macedonia and interethnic relations in Macedonia will be the crucial issue for the stability of the region in the next twenty years. Can you make a prognosis on the future of the state, especially if the present interethnic tensions remain for a longer period?

AMBASSADOR EINIK: That is a big question. Twenty years in this part of the world is two generations, not one. Clearly, interethnic relations among different ethnic groups in the region is going to be a critical determining factor of the success of democracy and reform in the future. Clearly, this issue is going to occupy a lot of your attention over the next few years and a lot of attention of the international community as we try to help you over the next few years. I think in Macedonia you have a unique model of interethnic relations at the political level that is quite positive and helps begin to define potential models for other areas as well. Is it a model that corresponds to what we are familiar and comfortable with in the U.S? No, it is not. But it is a model that seems to be working in Macedonia, within its limitations. I have been impressed by the fact how possible opportunities for increased interethnic strife has not emerged. When you have a crisis situation because of one reason or another, it has not exploded into major interethnic tension in Macedonia. That is quite extraordinary and positive. Will that question define and be the dominant defining factor for the region in the next twenty years? I don't know. It will be one of them, but there will be a lot of other issues. Issues of the economy, issues of the political reform, and to a certain extent, you might argue that even a larger problem for the region is the disenchantment of the youth in terms of the political process, in terms of defining their futures in their countries. That may be a bigger problem in fact. You have got to define future economy and a political system in these countries that want the younger generations to participate. You don't see that happening, and I believe that is another issue that will have to be seriously addressed. The role of women in society in these counties is extremely important. There are a lot of issues that we deal with in the United States everyday, that go beyond the narrow interethnic issues that Macedonia and the other countries in the region will increasingly have to deal with in the next twenty years. 

ZUM MAGAZINE: So, where is the future, in the solving of these interethnic&hellip; 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: It is lots of things. It's democratic reform.. In a real sense, democracy flows from the bottom up not the opposite. When the individual&hellip; I guess it is right to the individuals what it will come to, that may be the most important factor, the right of the individual, whether it will be a man or a woman, a Macedonian or an Albanian, be they physically challenged or not. It is the right to be individual, in terms of their own livelihood, their economic well-being, their role in the society that in the end of the day will be the most important. 

ZUM MAGAZINE: How would you comment on the last elections, especially in that point of view, of the right of individuals. Many intellectuals here say that the basic right of the individuals, to vote, was violated? 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: A lot of work still needs to be done in Macedonia to strengthen the electoral process. Not the democratic process. You have a democracy here, you have scheduled elections and that is secure. It is the understanding of the role of the voter visa vie his or her political party and where does the power come from. This is across the board, in virtually every country in every political party. At some point, the process has to be turned on its head. Where the process is not controlled by the political parties, but is controlled by the citizens and those citizens vote in what they perceive as their vested interest. And they are interested because of how the elected officials deal with day to day questions. 

ZUM MAGAZINE: So what can you say about those elections, were they fair, democratic&hellip; 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: Within the context of the political process and where it is today in Macedonia, I would say yes. I would also say that they were disappointing. It is a reflection of the political process across the board in Macedonia. In capitols like Washington, it is not that they don't make a judgement: this party was the aggressor and this party was the victim. No. The issues is that Macedonia didn't do well in the last local elections. Full stop. To start saying who's at fault, this party or that party, doesn't get Macedonia any points anywhere. The point is that the process was perceived to be faulty. It is that process, across the political spectrum, that has to be dealt with between now and the next elections, whenever that may be. 

ZUM MAGAZINE: Mr. Thomas Pickering, the Undersecretary of State for Political Affairs gave a statement last year that most of the Governments in the region are controlled by the Mafia. Do you have a feeling that you are a diplomat in that kind of country? Or do you have any analysis of the movement of crime in the region and involvement of the state representatives&hellip; 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: I've known Tom Pickering for over twenty years, and I would be surprised if he said just that in that context. Be that what it may, the issue of criminalisation of the region is another one of those extremely important question that we were referring to earlier, that will define the future of the region. Crime is spreading and has, in the last ten years, becoming a global network, an interethnic global network. It finds its home where democratic legal processes are the weakest, and the way you combat crime is by strengthening your own house. I would not say, by any means, that this particular government, for example, in Macedonia is criminally controlled. I reject such a statement completely. In fact, we see the Macedonian Government as an ally in combating this. It is not an easy phenomenon, but it is something that Macedonian Government has fully supported, and it has given quite a bit of support to. It is a very hard issue, it is very important issue, and it is one that will define the agenda in a lot if these counties in the years ahead

ZUM MAGAZINE: What do you think about Macedonia's problems with its neighbors, with Greece over the name, with Bulgaria over the national identity, with Yugoslavia there is not a delineated border. How can these problems be solved? Can the international community help here? 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: Relations with its neighbors is something that has been on the agenda in Macedonia since its independence. It is something that we continue to work on with the countries in the region. We are hopeful that change in Belgrade, for example, will help lead towards resolving the unmarked border issue in an expeditious way. We continue to see progress in the relations with Bulgaria, example. We support a greater regional integration that helps bring Bulgaria, Albania and Macedonia on this East-West access that will help, in a sense give more flexibility to them within the region. We continue to see, in reality, progress in the relationship with Greece, on a day to day basis. It is something that we continue to address with both governments. These are issues that will continue to play out for some time, but hopefully, they are moving in a direction, one by one, of being resolved. 

ZUM MAGAZINE: If I understand you well, you say that the reality of a new state in the region is not great, that the issue is not real. Can you tell us then, how will you solve the future status of Kosovo? On one side we have the Resolution 1244 which says that Kosovo is a part of Yugoslavia, on the other there is the fact that Kosovo Albanians and Serbs can not live side by side anymore. What would be the solution? 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: Right now the solution is to continue down the course of 1244, to stabilize the situation in Kosovo, to bring into play democratic structures to strengthen the democracy of Kosovo. Now we have a process going under way in Serbia as well that would impact upon that process. The answer to that question, which is important no doubt about it, will emerge over time as the process of democracy strengthens. I can't tell you what the final answer will be. I don't think anyone can at this point. But the important thing for Macedonia is not the legal definition of the sovereignty of Kosovo in five, ten years or ever. But, what kind of neighbor on your northern border it is. Is it one that deals with criminal elements as every other country in the region in terms of the rule of law? Is it one that you feel comfortable being on your north border? That is the question for Macedonia, and that is really what needs to be developed in the next few years. The question of its ultimate legal sovereignty - that will play out over time as well. 

ZUM MAGAZINE: On the issue of how democratic neighbor we will have&hellip; This week in Kosovo the people will elect the local authorities. The main rivals are Hashim Thaqi and Ibrahim Rugova. The first is young militant leader of the former KLA, while the latter is a practitioner of the so-called Gandhi Politics. Which one would be a better leader for the neighborhood and for the international community, because maybe in five or ten years there would be a negotiation between the Kosovo Albanians and the Serbs&hellip; 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: As you said, in Kosovo it is starting with the local elections, which is basically the lowest foundation of the democratic process. That is a good strategy. Who of the overall political leader is the best for the democracy or will win, basically it will be the people of Kosovo that will decide. What is important about the process is what this election will do, it will begin to give responsibility for actions to people in Kosovo themselves. That is what you need in order to develop a mature, democratic system. The elected officials begin to be responsible to the people who vote for them. To be honest, that is an issue throughout the region. It was wise that the international community and the Kosovars agreed to start this process at the local election, because that would tend to start building democracy from the bottom up. Which is where it should be. I can't tell you which is better for democracy, and the process will define that in the end of the day.

ZUM MAGAZINE: It seems that the U.S. will have a lot of problems for economic presence or political influence in Yugoslavia, because the Serb animosity towards the Americans which are accused as chief promoters of the last Spring intervention in Yugoslavia. At the same time, some European counties have traditionally good relations with Serbia which can be reestablished now. What are the perspectives for the U.S. interests in the Balkans, especially if we mention some corridors here, the pipeline AMBO and corridor 8.

AMBASSADOR EINIK: I can't tell how our bilateral relations with Belgrade will evolve in the immediate future. We are interested in developing good relations with all democratic governments in the region. But it is interesting how people in the Balkans go back to the 19th century balance of power kind of mentality when they talk about us and the Europeans in the Balkans. As if we are going to sit around somewhere over an envelope or a paper napkin and divide up spheres of interest. We don't do that anymore. I am not sure that we ever did, but we don't do it anymore, that is for certain. We haven't done it with the Balkans. What we are interested in, and in a sense when you look at what we do here, we are supporting Balkan countries, the Southeast European countries - let's get away from the Balkans. We are supporting the countries of Southeastern Europe to integrate themselves into the larger European framework. Through NATO, through EU, that is in U.S. interest. If you do that, basically, our interests are taken care off. In order to do those things, you have to have a democratic country, you have to have gone through economic reforms, and the rights of the individuals have to be respected. We don't see any conflict in movements towards EU as compared to a relationship with the United States. We will continue to have a presence in this part of Europe. It is and important transitional region, if you look at the geography of where these countries sit. Obviously, we have interest in ensuring that you have a stable situation. We will be here, we will continue to be here, and we will be aggressive, active players here. It isn't a competitive relationship in that sense between us and EU or anyone else. 

ZUM MAGAZINE: What is then the aim, the goal of having a stability here? The market&hellip; 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: The same interest for stability that we have anywhere in the World. If it is a stable area, we won't have to worry about it. We can't be the world's policeman, but, in order to not have to be pushed into that role, the world has to be stable. We have interest in terms of avoiding this region becoming a base for criminalised elements, for example, which has a direct bearing on us. We have a mission, and the U.S. to a certain extent has always felt that it has had a mission in our foreign policy that the model of democracy is the model for the world. It is not in a colonial mentality. It is almost a more of an intellectual and philosophical one. That we have an interest around the world in assuring that the people are able to have a chance at a democratic life-style. Where rule of law reigns. Do we have a market here? American business is all over the world, we look for markets everywhere. In the new global economy there are possibilities in places that we never thought of before. There is a lot of interest in this region in terms of that. In order for that to happen, in order for you to plug into the global economy where I think you largest possibilities are with American firms, you need to be able to define a business environment that is open to that kind of investment. And you are moving in that direction, but there is lot yet to be done. We are working with Macedonia on WTO accession. We are working with you on commercial law development. Let's take another issue that has not even been put on the agenda yet. That is intellectual property rights. That is not a very strong issue here, and that has to be put on the table if Macedonia does want to access the global economy because intellectual property is increasingly what is the traded item in the world. That is not yet secured here. There is a lot to be done, but we see that the U.S. has a lot of interest in this region. 

ZUM MAGAZINE: What can you say about the relations between the Macedonian government and the U.S. and if you can compare the relations now with the relations with the previous government? 

AMBASSADOR EINIK: The U.S. Govt. has a friendly and cooperative working relationship with this Government. It had such a relationship with the previous Government, and I suspect we will have such a relationship with any future Government. What we support is the process of change, the process of democracy, the process of reform. And we support Macedonia. We have had good relations with governments of this country, and we will continue to do so. I don't see, really, the prospect of change in that regard.

ZUM MAGAZINE: Thank you very much

