Ambassador Lawrence E. Butler Announces Recipients of 

Three Awards to Support Cultural Preservation in Macedonia 

On June 29, Ambassador Lawrence E. Butler announced the recipients of three cultural awards, including the 2003 Ambassador’s Fund for Cultural Preservation award at a ceremony held at the National Gallery - “Daut Pasin Amam.” 

Through the Ambassador’s Fund for Cultural Preservation, a grantee was selected through a competitive process to receive funding to carry out a project related to the preservation of cultural values. The U.S. Congress established the Ambassador’s Fund for Cultural Preservation in 2001. The purpose of the Fund is to help countries preserve their national patrimony and also to demonstrate respect for other cultures.

The institution that received the grant was:


Museum of the Republic of Macedonia - The Fund has awarded $15,000 for the excavation and restoration of the ancient Roman Forum at Stobi. Archeologists will be able to learn more about this important Roman city while working in conjunction with the Museum of the Republic of Macedonia, the organization overseeing the administration of the Stobi site. With the 2004 Olympics coming to Athens, thousands of tourists from all around the world are expected to flock to the region. Stobi will be among the most fascinating and attractive destinations in Macedonia. 

Two other institutions received cultural grants from the Office of Public Affairs in the U.S. Embassy, and they were:


Institute for the Protection of Cultural Monuments - The United States is aiding the Institute for the Protection of Cultural Monuments of Macedonia to restore the Ilinden Monument in Krusevo. The $5,000 award will go towards repairing damage to the monument’s ceramic tiles. Work will be completed this summer in time for the 100th anniversary celebrations of the Ilinden Uprising. 


The Museum of the City of Skopje - The Museum of the City of Skopje, with support from the United States in the amount of $2,500, is preserving the double-winged door that stood at the entrance of the Faik Pasha Mosque in Skopje, which was severely damaged in the 1963 earthquake. The door, which dates back to 1883, is an intricate oak woodcarving. After renovation the door will be displayed at the Old Bazaar-Suli An Museum.
