MESSAGE FROM SECRETARY OF STATE COLIN POWELL 
TO THE PARTICIPANTS OF THE ADRIATIC CHARTER CONFERENCE

At the opening of the Adriatic Charter Conference in Ohrid on September 26,

U.S. Ambassador Lawrence Butler delivered a message from Secretary of State

Colin Powell to the Conference participants. 

Following is the text of the message: 


"Distinguished Friends: Let me congratulate and thank all of you for the

commitments you have made to enhance cooperation among the nations of

southeast Europe and to advance each of your countries' partnership with

NATO. I am proud that I was able to join you in Tirana in May for the

signing of the Adriatic Charter. 


You and your neighbors are on a clear path towards Euro-Atlantic

integration, and the United States supports that process for each nation in

the region. However, each of you must do the difficult work of reform.

Your work together in the region to expand cooperation between your states and at home to further the development of democracy and market economies

demonstrates your commitment to achieve together a new level of peace and

prosperity for all your peoples. 

On behalf of the United States, 
I wish you continued success in this joint endeavor. 

Sincerely, 

Colin L. Powell."

