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*WPD301   11/04/2009 
United States Still Opposed to Israeli Settlements, Clinton Says 
() (585) 
 
By Stephen Kaufman 
Staff Writer 
 
Washington — Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton repeated that the Obama 
administration does not accept the legitimacy of Israeli West Bank settlements and 
wants to see the establishment of a Palestinian state with borders based on territory 
that Israel has occupied since 1967. 
 
In remarks with Egyptian Foreign Minister Ahmed Ali Aboul Gheit following their 
November 4 talks in Cairo, Clinton said the United States would like all current and 
planned Israeli settlement activity to be halted. The U.S. policy opposing Israeli 
settlement activity has not changed, she said. 
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She also said Israel’s offer to halt all new settlement activities, to end the 
expropriation of land and issue no permits or approvals, while “unprecedented,” is 
“not what we would prefer.” 
 
“We would like to see everything ended forever,” she said. However, she added that 
it is “at least a positive movement.” 
 
In a November 4 interview with Jackie Northam of National Public Radio, Clinton said 
the issue of settlements has been “a terrible flashpoint” in the region. Settlements 
never have been a precondition for negotiations in the past, she said, adding that the 
Israeli government has gone further than its predecessors in its offer. However, she 
acknowledged that Arabs and Palestinians have said “it wasn’t far enough.” 
 
“What is so clear is that once borders are decided, the settlement issue goes away. 
The Israelis build whatever they want in their territory, the Palestinians build 
whatever they want in theirs,” Clinton said. 
 
With Foreign Minister Aboul Gheit, she said, “Our goal is a real state with real 
sovereignty with the kind of borders that will enable the people of Palestine to make 
decisions about where they live and what they do on their own,” adding that “a state 
that is based on the territory that has been occupied since 1967” is “the appropriate 
approach.” 
 
The Obama administration has been working to get peace negotiations restarted in 
hopes of achieving a comprehensive peace and a two-state solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, and Clinton said the troubled history between the two sides 
should not be allowed to stand in the way of a more peaceful and prosperous future 
for both. 
 
“We can maintain an allegiance to the past, but we cannot change the past. No 
matter what we say about it, it is behind us,” she said, urging all parties to “help 
shape a future that will be vastly better for the children of both Palestinians and 
Israelis.” 
 
The resumption of talks that will discuss final status issues such as borders, refugees 
and the status of Jerusalem “will allow us to bring an end to settlement activity 
because we will be moving toward the Palestinian state that I and many others have 
long advocated and worked for,” Clinton said. 
 
The United States wants to see both the establishment of a Palestinian state and a 
situation in which Israelis can live in security, and “we’re not going to let anything 
deter us or prevent us from working as hard as we possibly can” to move that 
process forward, Clinton said. 
 
Foreign Minister Aboul Gheit said he and Clinton had held clear and candid talks on 
the U.S. position toward Israeli settlements, and he said that while the United States 
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rejects settlements, “Israel has not been responsive to the desires of the United 
States.” 
 
“We feel that we need to focus on the end of the course,” Aboul Gheit said. “We 
should not waste time.” 
 
(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 
Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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*WPD302   11/04/2009 
Economic Recovery, Resisting Trade Protectionism Top APEC Agenda 
() (994) 
 
By Merle David Kellerhals Jr. 
Staff Writer 
 
Washington — Enhancing global economic recovery and resisting trade 
protectionism will be significant themes at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
forum in Singapore, a senior U.S. diplomat says. 
 
“Clearly, given where the global macroeconomy stands in these days, it’s a very 
pressing issue for everyone to discuss the ways that we can achieve economic 
recovery and growth,” said Kurt Tong, the U.S. senior official for Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation (APEC). 
 
The United States and many major western economies have begun a slow recovery 
process from one of the most severe economic recessions since the Great 
Depression of the 1930s, but many East Asian nations are still not showing signs of 
recovery. The global recovery is not a uniform process, reflecting the unevenness of 
national measures to spur growth and also the severity of the recession in some 
regions, economists say. 
 
The U.S. gross domestic product (GDP) expanded at an annualized rate of 3.5 percent 
in this year’s third quarter (July-August), which matches its average growth rate of 
the last 80 years, according to an October 29 U.S. Commerce Department report. 
The GDP, which is the government’s broadest measure of total goods and services 
produced in the United States, had declined for a year before recovering in the latest 
quarter. This recession has been the longest for the United States since the end of 
World War II, government economists said. 
 
Avoiding trade protectionism is second only to economic recovery for the APEC 
economies, Tong told reporters in a briefing November 3 at the Washington Foreign 
Press Center. 
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“This is something that’s been discussed throughout the year intensively. The track 
record, we believe, is quite good,” Tong said. “That’s in large part because of the 
intense discussions which the major economies of the world have had over the past 
year, to make sure that we don’t slip down into the road of protectionism in a 
negative macroeconomic environment.” 
 
The Doha Development Round — the World Trade Organization’s trade-liberalization 
talks started in Doha, Qatar, in 2001 — will be on this year’s agenda for the APEC 
forum. “I expect that discussion to be intensive and, hopefully, productive,” Tong 
said. The Obama administration has made successful conclusion of the Doha trade 
talks a central focus of U.S. trade policy, says U.S. Trade Representative Ron Kirk. 
 
U.S. exports to the Asia-Pacific region trend toward value-added goods and services 
such as electrical machinery; aircraft and parts; medical equipment; chemicals; and 
knowledge-based business, professional and technical services. 
 
Tong said he expects regional economic integration to be at the core of the APEC 
agenda this year. 
 
“What that refers to is the work that is done within APEC to try and accelerate trade 
and investment liberalization among the APEC economies so that the economies will 
have fewer barriers between them as they trade with each other and invest in each 
other,” he said. 
 
“We’re hoping for some progress in the area of environmental goods and services,” 
he added. 
 
Tong said three conceptual themes that will be discussed include balanced growth, 
sustainable growth and inclusive growth. 
 
Singapore Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong told reporters November 3 that APEC 
members have a long-term vision of creating a free trade area in the Asia-Pacific and 
will use existing trade accords to reach that goal. 
 
“We will be discussing how to advance APEC’s core mission, which is to advance free 
trade and open markets in Asia-Pacific,” Lee said in Singapore. “The idea is to 
consolidate a network of free trade agreements which have sprung up and to reduce 
the administrative complexities and overheads of businesses.” 
 
STRATEGICALLY IMPORTANT 
 
“APEC is strategically important to the United States because it is a primary venue 
for multilateral engagement with the Asia-Pacific on economic and other key 
interests,” Tong said at a recent congressional hearing. 
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The 21 APEC members account for 55 percent of the world gross domestic product; 
45 percent of global trade; and 40 percent of the world’s population, about 2.7 
billion consumers. In addition, 60 percent of U.S. goods exports go to APEC 
economies and five of America’s top seven trading partners are APEC members. 
 
Nine of the APEC economies are also represented in the Group of 20 (G20) major 
and advancing global economies, which will help in reaching agreement on the 
direction needed to spur recovery and trade across the Asia-Pacific region, Tong said. 
 
During three recent summits, G20 leaders have created a framework designed to 
shrink surpluses in export-rich countries such as China and boost savings in debt-
laden nations including the United States to develop a balanced global economy. 
Most leading economists believe that one of the contributing factors to the rapid 
spread and depth of the current recession was a significant imbalance in the global 
economy as nations pursued often conflicting economic policies. 
 
President Obama will be making his first trip to East Asia since taking office and will 
attend his first APEC leaders meeting. Tong said the president’s attendance signals a 
strong U.S. commitment to the Asia-Pacific region. 
 
In addition to attending APEC in Singapore, Obama will travel to Japan, China and 
South Korea November 11–19, White House press secretary Robert Gibbs said. 
Obama will be in Tokyo November 12–13 to deepen coordination with the Japanese 
on a range of economic, security and other issues, he said, and will include a second 
meeting with Japanese Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama before heading to the two-
day APEC meeting November 14–15. Obama will travel to Beijing and to South Korea 
before returning to Washington. 
 
While at the APEC forum, Obama will hold his first meeting with the leaders of the 10 
countries that comprise the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). The 
ASEAN nations are seeking to establish a European Union-style economic community 
by 2015, and they are also pushing for a free-trade zone with Japan, China and South 
Korea. 
 
(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 
Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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*WPD303   11/04/2009 
U.S.-Sponsored Program Aims to Fight Emerging Pandemic Threats 
(USAID funds collaborative efforts to identify and block emerging diseases) (767) 
 
By Bridget Hunter 
Staff Writer 
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Washington — The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) will spend 
millions of dollars during the next three to five years to combat emerging pandemic 
threats (EPT) worldwide. Details of the program were announced by the agency 
November 3. 
 
USAID said the program, which builds on USAID’s historical successes in disease 
surveillance, training and outbreak response, aims to pre-empt or combat, at their 
sources, newly emerging diseases of animal origin that could threaten human health. 
Examples of such diseases include HIV/AIDS, severe acute respiratory syndrome 
(SARS), H5N1 avian influenza and the 2009 H1N1 swine influenza virus. 
 
In addition, researchers believe the 1918 influenza pandemic, which killed more than 
50 million people worldwide, was probably caused by a virus that jumped to humans 
from birds. In a modern-day global pandemic, scientists project that a quarter of the 
world's population could be infected and between 51 million and 81 million people 
could die. 
 
The increasingly interconnected globe allows diseases to spread quickly, so the 
extreme threat they pose to public health, commerce and economic development 
must be countered with “a comprehensive, proactive approach that draws on a wide 
array of technical resources to build sound detection and response capacity,” 
according to USAID, which manages the program with technical support from the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. 
 
The EPT program aims to focus resources on early detection of dangerous 
pathogens, creation of sufficient laboratory capacity to support surveillance, 
appropriate and timely responses, enhancement of national and local response 
capacities, and education of at-risk populations on how to minimize exposure to 
emerging diseases. USAID is implementing the program through five projects: 
 
• PREDICT will expand monitoring of high-risk wildlife such as rodents and 
nonhuman primates in geographic hot spots for the emergence of new infectious 
diseases. USAID has awarded a five-year cooperative agreement valued at $75 
million to a coalition of experts in wildlife surveillance from the University of 
California Davis School of Veterinary Medicine, the Wildlife Conservation Society, the 
Wildlife Trust, the Smithsonian Institution and Global Viral Forecasting Inc. 
 
• RESPOND will focus on developing outbreak investigation and response training 
that merges animal and human health dynamics to help identify and respond to 
outbreaks of newly emergent diseases quickly and sustainably. The five-year 
cooperative agreement, worth $185 million, will be implemented by Development 
Alternatives Inc., the University of Minnesota, Tufts University, Training and 
Resources Group, and Ecology and Environment Inc. 
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• IDENTIFY will support the development of laboratory networks and strengthened 
diagnostic capacities in likely points of origin for emergent diseases. USAID is 
working with the U.N. World Health Organization, the U.N. Food and Agriculture 
Organization and the World Organization for Animal Health through existing grants 
to support this project. 
 
• PREVENT aims to design and communicate how humans should behave in response 
to zoonotic diseases and to describe practices that increase the likelihood a disease 
will spread from wildlife to people. USAID has awarded a five-year, multimillion-
dollar cooperative agreement to the Academy for Educational Development to work 
in four high-risk geographic areas — the Gangetic Plain, the Amazon River Basin, the 
Congo River Basin and Southeast Asia. 
 
• PREPARE, being implemented under a three-year cooperative agreement with the 
International Medical Corps, will provide technical support for simulations and field 
tests of national, regional and local pandemic preparedness plans to ensure 
countries can respond to pandemics. The agreement’s funding ceiling is $6.65 
million. 
 
Of the 1,461 pathogens known to cause disease in humans, at least 60 percent are of 
animal origin. Many researchers believe the most effective way to prevent new 
pandemics lies in predicting where new diseases might emerge and detecting viruses 
and other pathogens before they spread to people, which is precisely the strategy 
USAID is supporting through the EPT program. 
 
“Identifying emerging pandemics quickly is critical in protecting human populations 
from severe disease outbreaks,” said Representative Nita Lowey, chairwoman of the 
House Appropriations Subcommittee on State and Foreign Operations, which 
oversees funding for USAID global health efforts. “I am pleased USAID is supporting 
this collaborative project, and I am confident it will help improve our ability to 
monitor and identify wildlife diseases like influenza strains that could affect 
humans.” 
 
Additional information on the EPT program ( 
http://www.usaid.gov/press/releases/2009/pr091103_1.html ) is available on the 
USAID Web site. 
 
For more information about emerging infectious diseases, see “Internet Latest Tool 
in Emerging Infectious Disease Surveillance ( http://www.america.gov/st/health-
english/2008/March/20080320143918abretnuh0.3996088.html )” and “Emerging 
Infectious Diseases Focus of International Meeting ( 
http://www.america.gov/st/health-
english/2008/March/20080314142654lcnirellep0.7607691.html ).” 
 
(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 
Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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*WPD304   11/04/2009 
U.S. Diplomat Urges Congress to Approve Clean Energy Bill 
() (643) 
 
By Merle David Kellerhals Jr. 
Staff Writer 
 
Washington — A major international climate conference that begins December 7 in 
Copenhagen presents an opportunity for the United States and the world to show a 
firm commitment to meeting the challenge that climate change presents, a senior 
U.S. diplomat says. 
 
“The choice we face is not between simply continuing with business as usual and a 
somewhat cleaner, greener future,” Todd Stern, the State Department’s special 
envoy for climate change, said in prepared congressional testimony November 4. “If 
we continue on our high carbon and high emissions pathway, we will put at risk our 
economy, the health and safety of our environment, and our national security.” 
 
The U.S. Senate is considering a climate and energy bill that would cap greenhouse 
gas emissions and support new methods for fueling homes and vehicles with fewer 
carbon dioxide emissions. The U.S. House of Representatives passed its version of 
the legislation earlier this year. 
 
The 15th session of the Conference of the Parties to the U.N. Framework Convention 
on Climate Change, which will include representatives from 192 nations, will be held 
December 7–18 in Copenhagen. The climate accord to be developed at the 
Copenhagen meeting will be a successor to the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, which required 
37 industrialized nations to cut greenhouse gas emissions an average of 5 percent by 
2012. The United States did not ratify the Kyoto Protocol and rejected that target 
because it made no demands on major developing countries. 
 
“Nothing the United States can do is more important for the international 
negotiation process than passing robust, comprehensive clean energy legislation as 
soon as possible,” Stern testified before the House Foreign Affairs Committee. 
 
Committee Chairman Howard Berman agreed that delaying passage of key 
legislation would limit the negotiating flexibility of the United States in Copenhagen 
because Congress has yet to provide clear guidance on emissions levels and related 
issues. 
 
“In June, the House passed legislation that would reduce U.S. greenhouse gas 
emissions by 17 percent below 2005 levels and provide assistance for poor countries 
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to adapt to the impacts of climate change, develop clean energy technologies and 
reduce emissions from deforestation,” Berman said. 
 
Florida Representative Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, the senior Republican on the committee, 
said the president has made clear his desire to try to reach what is being billed as a 
historic agreement to replace the expiring Kyoto Protocol. 
 
“However, there is growing concern about the implication of such an agreement. 
Many of the proposals already put forward in the name of fighting global climate 
change contain provisions that, if adopted, would do great harm to U.S. interests,” 
Ros-Lehtinen said. 
 
Ros-Lehtinen also said that many of the proposals being discussed are so sweeping 
that the U.S. economy would have to be restructured to achieve many of their goals. 
“No credible estimate of the actual *costs+ to our economy in terms of money, lost 
jobs, and reduced economic output have been put forward,” she added. 
 
President Obama met with European Union leaders at the White House November 3. 
A declaration released after the meeting pledged that at the Copenhagen meeting 
the United States and the European Union would work together for “an agreement 
that aspires to a global goal of a 50 percent reduction of global emissions by 2050, 
and reflects the respective midterm mitigation efforts of all major economies, both 
developed and emerging.” The declaration also recognized the scientific view that 
global temperatures should not exceed an average of 2 degrees Celsius above pre-
industrial levels. 
 
“All of us agreed that it was imperative for us to redouble our efforts in the weeks 
between now and the Copenhagen meeting to assure that we create a framework 
for progress in dealing with what is a potential ecologic disaster,” Obama said in a 
press briefing with the European Union officials. 
 
(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 
Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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*WPD305   11/04/2009 
First Lady Presents After-School Arts and Education Awards 
(Youth programs in Mexico, China, Egypt are among honorees) (817) 
 
By Jeffrey Thomas 
Staff Writer 
 
Washington — In Campeche, Mexico, children with Down syndrome attend two 
dance workshops each week to learn traditional and contemporary dances at La 
Chácara Children’s Culture Center.  
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In China’s Sichuan province, children from low-income families train in opera, dance 
and the visual arts at Green Path of Art, which provides its students with academic 
and financial assistance. 
 
In Muqqatum, a community on the outskirts of Cairo, Egypt, students at Alwan wa 
Awtar (Colors and Strings) can participate in a wide range of after-school and 
summer arts activities in the performing, visual and literary arts. 
 
These were among the 19 after-school programs to which first lady Michelle Obama 
presented a 2009 Coming Up Taller Award in a White House ceremony November 4. 
 
“Each of your programs is using achievement in the arts as a bridge to achievement 
in life,” said Mrs. Obama, the honorary chairman of the President’s Committee on 
the Arts and the Humanities (PCAH), which sponsors the Coming Up Taller awards in 
partnership with three federal agencies. 
 
“You affirm that their contributions are valuable, and their success matters to all of 
us. You help them see beyond the circumstances of their lives to the world of 
possibility that awaits them. And for that, we honor you.”  
 
Recipients of the Coming Up Taller Awards, the nation’s honor for after-school arts 
and humanities programs for underserved children, receive $10,000 each. 
 
“This year’s Coming Up Taller Awardees exemplify how arts and humanities 
programs outside of the school setting can impact on the lives of our young people,” 
said Margo Lion, PCAH co-chairman. “By exciting imaginations and providing 
opportunities for self-expression through the disciplines of theater, dance, music and 
literature, these exceptional projects offer their participants windows on possibility 
and a belief in a more positive future.” 
 
Created in 1998, La Chácara Children’s Cultural Center offers organized training 
spanning the creative arts to more than 20,000 children each year, but it was 
honored at the ceremony for its dance group Estrellas con Ángel (Stars with Angel), 
which enables disadvantaged youth with a specific disability, Down syndrome, to get 
a taste of the performing arts. 
 
Another honoree, Radiombligo, broadcasts throughout Mexico’s state of Chiapas 
such programs as “Sirenas y Unicornios” (Mermaids and Unicorns), which features 
literature and songs from around the world. 
 
China’s Green Path of Art over its 10-year existence has helped more than 2,000 
young people discover and develop their creative potential. After the devastating 
2008 earthquake, program participants offered free performances to young people. 
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Egypt’s Alwan wa Awtar, a nonprofit organization established in 2005, exposes 
impoverished youth to art, workshops and field trips to museums, concerts and 
exchange programs and tries to inspire them to embark on their own voyages of 
artistic self-discovery. 
 
The PCAH focuses on arts and humanities education, cultural diplomacy and 
economic revitalization through the arts and humanities. The committee includes 
both government officials and private individuals. It works primarily with the White 
House, the National Endowment for the Arts, the National Endowment for the 
Humanities and the Institute of Museum and Library Services to connect the people 
of the United States with each other and with the rest of the world through dance, 
music, literature, painting, sculpture, and heritage and cultural tourism. 
 
The name for the award, Coming Up Taller, comes from a statement by Willie Reale, 
founder of New York City’s 52nd Street Project, which enables young people to 
create original theater works. “There is no way to fast forward and know how the 
kids will look back on this,” he said, “but I have seen the joy in their eyes and have 
heard it in their voices and I have watched them take a bow and come up taller.”  
 
The 15 U.S. after-school programs represent a wide variety of settings, from the rural 
to the inner city, and from libraries and museums to juvenile detention centers.  
 
The Harmony Project in Los Angeles, for example, provides intensive, year-round 
instruction on eight instruments, as well as choir and orchestra programs, to inner-
city children from low-income families. 
 
The Keshet Dance Company’s Outreach Program with Incarcerated Youth uses dance 
to teach literacy, math and conflict-resolution skills to 250 youths at the New Mexico 
state juvenile detention center. 
 
In rural West Virginia, the Old Brick Playhouse provides apprenticeships to 83 
students who, through theater, learn collaboration, leadership, problem solving, 
character development and self-esteem.  
 
“These awards remind us of what the power of arts and music and dance can do in 
the lives of our young people,” Mrs. Obama said. 
 
For more information see the President’s Committee on the Arts and Humanities ( 
http://www.pcah.gov/ ) and Coming Up Taller ( http://www.pcah.gov/CUT.htm ). 
 
A transcript of Mrs. Obama’s remarks at the ceremony ( 
http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-
english/2009/November/20091104164752eaifas0.3055536.html ) is available on 
America.gov. 
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(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 
Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
NNNN 
 
 
*WPD306   11/04/2009 
White House Official Will Discuss U.S.-Middle East Partnerships 
(November 9 webchat with the National Security Council’s Pradeep Ramamurthy) 
(219) 
 
Secretary Clinton, in a speech November 3, outlined three areas the United States 
will focus on in its engagement with Muslim communities around the world, 
expanding upon President Obama’s June 4 speech in Cairo. The first is partnering 
with Muslim communities to advance entrepreneurship, job creation and economic 
development. The second is partnering with Muslim communities to lay the 
foundation for knowledge-based economies that will spur innovation through 
science and technology. The third area highlighted for engagement is education. 
 
Join the White House's Pradeep Ramamurthy for a follow-up discussion on these 
initiatives as well as a conversation answering the question “What next?” This 
webchat will take place on November 9 at 10:30 a.m. EST (15:30 GMT, 18:30 Riyadh). 
 
Pradeep Ramamurthy is the White House’s National Security Council senior director 
for global engagement. 
 
If you would like to participate in this webchat, please go to 
https://statedept.connectsolutions.com/riyadh. No registration is needed. Simply 
choose "Enter as a Guest," type in your preferred screen name, and join the 
discussion. We accept questions and comments in advance of, and at any time 
during, the program. 
 
The transcript of this webchat will be available on America.gov’s webchat page ( 
http://www.america.gov/multimedia/askamerica.html ), where information about 
upcoming webchats is also available. 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
NNNN 
 
 
*WPD307   11/04/2009 
Transcript: State Department Daily Press Briefing 
(Spokesman Ian Kelly briefs the press November 3) (4320) 
 
(begin transcript) 
 



 
 

O F F I C E  O F  P U B L I C  A F F A I R S  /  E M B A S S Y  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  A M E R I C A  

 

Str. "Samoilova" Nr.21 1000 Skopje /Telephone (+389) (2) 310 2000, Fax (+389) (2) 310 2499 E-mail: EmbSkoWebM@mt.net.mk    

U.S. Department of State 
Daily Press Briefing Index 
Tuesday, November 3, 2009 
1:23 p.m. EST 
 
Briefer: Ian Kelly, Spokesman 
 
SECRETARY CLINTON 
-- Secretary Clinton’s Travel Itinerary / Participation in the Forum for the Future / 
Speech on U.S. Commitment to Board Engagement with Muslim Communities 
throughout the World / Meeting with President Mubarak 
-- En Route to Cairo / Meeting with Minister of Intelligence General Suleiman 
-- Rescheduling of Polish Foreign Minister Sikorski 
 
OMAN 
-- Special Envoy Mitchell Meeting with King Abdullah in Oman and President Abbas 
 
NORTH KOREA 
-- Reprocessing of Plutonium / Focus on Re-Launch of Six-Party Talks / 
Denuclearization of Korean Peninsula / Living Up to Commitments / Comprehensive 
Peaceful Solution / Useful Discussions / Willing to Talk Bilaterally / UN Security 
Council Resolutions  
 
DEPARTMENT 
-- Ambassador Nominations / Tom Shannon for Ambassador to Brazil / Arturo 
Valenzuela for Assistant Secretary for Western Hemisphere / Capitol Hill and Senate 
/ Secretary Clinton’s Consultations / Working Hard to Get Them Confirmed 
 
JAPAN 
-- Disagreement over Airbase in Okinawa / A/S Campbell Travel to Tokyo / Bilateral 
Negotiations / Position on Basing Agreements Not Changed / Broad and Deep 
Relationship / Mutual Security Arrangement  
 
BURMA 
-- A/S Campbell and DAS Marciel in Burma / Meeting in Capital / Fact-Finding Mission 
/ Beginning of Dialogue / Meeting with Ministers of Burmese Government and 
Individuals Affiliated with the Regime / Meeting with Members of the Opposition / 
Meeting with Aung San Suu Kyi 
 
AFGHANISTAN 
-- Troops to Afghanistan / Decision Expected over Next Several Weeks / Recent 
Elections / Expectations of President Karzai / Improving Governance in Afghanistan / 
Fighting Corruption / Security Forces / U.S. Support and Partnership / Election 
Process / Dr. Abdullah Campaign  
 
ISRAEL/PALESTINIANS 
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-- House Resolution on Goldstone Report / Talking to the Hill / Discussion at the UN / 
Resumption of Talks  
 
IRAN 
-- Engagement Policy / IAEA, Russia and France Proposal / Urge Iran to Accept 
Proposal / Javier Solana in Close Contact with P-5+1 Members / EU Has the Lead on 
Talking to Iran  
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
DAILY PRESS BRIEFING 
 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2009 
(ON THE RECORD UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED) 
 
1:23 p.m. EST 
 
MR. KELLY:  Okay.  Good afternoon.  Just an update on the itinerary of the Secretary.  
She participated in the Forum for the Future today.  She gave a speech this morning 
and reaffirmed the commitment of the United States to broad engagement with 
Muslim communities around the world and outlined concrete steps the U.S. is taking 
to follow up on the new beginning that the President laid out in Cairo.   
 
She focused on partnerships to promote civil society, entrepreneurship, and 
economic development, educational opportunity, scientific and technological 
cooperation, women’s empowerment and interfaith cooperation.  She’s now en 
route to Cairo.  Tonight, she’s going to meet with General Suleiman, who's the 
minister of intelligence, and also with Foreign Minister Aboul Gheit.  She’s going to 
be joined in Cairo by Special Envoy Mitchell.  Special Envoy Mitchell met today in 
Amman with King Abdullah and also with President Abbas.   
 
Tomorrow, of course, she has a meeting with President Mubarak.  Obviously, we’ve 
had to juggle her schedule for tomorrow, and these commitments mean that 
unfortunately, she’s unable to meet with Polish Foreign Minister Sikorski.  The 
Secretary looks forward to an early rescheduling of this meeting and a re-launch of 
our strategic dialogue with Poland.  And with that, I will take your questions. 
 
QUESTION:  Can you – what is your read on the latest bombast out of North Korea? 
 
MR. KELLY:  I think what we’re focused on with North Korea is getting to the point 
where we can re-launch the Six-Party Talks which will get us to our ultimate goal, 
which is the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula.  I’ll say, as a matter of 
principle, that reprocessing plutonium is contrary to North Korea’s own 
commitments that it committed to in the 2005 joint statement, and also would be a 
violation of various UN Security Council resolutions.  And what we’re looking for is 
North Korea to take steps to achieve verifiable denuclearization of the Korean 
Peninsula in a peaceful manner. 
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QUESTION:  So if true, you’re saying – you’re condemning what they’re saying? 
 
MR. KELLY:  I didn’t say we were condemning it.  I was saying that they should start 
taking steps toward the denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula, and there is a way 
forward for that.  And the way forward is to resume the Six-Party Talks and get back 
to all sides adhering to the commitments that they took in – undertook in 2005. 
 
QUESTION:  But at the same time, you said – I don’t remember if the Secretary said it 
or – it was so long ago – that you would be willing to talk to North Korea outside of 
the context of the – or within the context of the Six-Party Talks.  You would be able – 
willing to talk to them bilaterally within that context to try and jumpstart the talks. 
 
MR. KELLY:  Right. 
 
QUESTION:  They’ve invited you, they’ve asked for numerous meetings, and you still 
haven’t answered them.  So you could see from their point of view, perhaps, that 
you’re not interested in talking. 
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, I think from our point of view is we need to keep our eyes on the 
goal here, and that’s a comprehensive peaceful solution to the tension in Northeast 
Asia.  And we want to make sure that we all move towards that goal.  And it’s just – I 
think everybody should be careful and ratchet down the rhetoric and not take any 
actions that would contribute to tension in the region. 
 
QUESTION:  I’m talking just in terms of in the recent days.  You know, their latest 
bombast, as Matt said, notwithstanding, in the last few days, they’ve said that they 
don’t think that you’re serious about talking.  And they want to talk to you about 
returning to the talks, and you haven’t given them an answer.  So how are you going 
to get to your goal of a complete and verifiable or whatever nuclear-free peninsula 
without getting back to the talks?  And the North Koreans have said that they’re 
willing to start doing that. 
 
MR. KELLY:  Yeah.  Well, I mean, you heard what I said yesterday.  We did have a 
useful discussion.  My colleague, Sung Kim, had a useful discussion with Ambassador 
Ri Gun in New York.  And we took the opportunity in that meeting to reaffirm our 
commitment to a multilateral solution to the tension in the region and a resumption 
of the Six-Party Talks.   
 
QUESTION:  Right, but you said -- 
 
MR. KELLY:  And we -- 
 
QUESTION:  You said that you’ve been willing to talk to them bilaterally within that 
context.  Are you saying you’re not willing to do that anymore?  
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MR. KELLY:  No, I’m not saying that at all.  We remain willing to talk to them 
bilaterally, within the context of the Six-Party Talks, which means with the support 
and in consultation with our partners in these talks.  It’s just that we have – still have 
not – we have not decided on when and where we will have these bilateral talks. 
 
QUESTION:  What are you waiting for? 
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, Sung Kim has just come back and the Secretary is on travel.  We 
will make a decision, but we’re just not at that point right now. 
 
Lach. 
 
QUESTION:  Have you assessed their capacity for enriching plutonium and do you 
take their reports at face value?  Do you have anything -- 
 
MR. KELLY:  I don’t have anything really useful to say on that, I’m afraid.  I just don’t 
have that information. 
 
QUESTION:  Well, you said that you want them to take steps to ease tension. 
 
MR. KELLY:  Yes. 
 
QUESTION:  Is an announcement like this something that eases tension? 
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, as I said, it certainly runs counter to the commitments that they 
made in 2005, and it violates UN Security Council resolutions. 
 
QUESTION:  So it contributes, it adds to, rather than takes – even eases tension? 
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, I think that everybody should take steps to ease tensions and not 
use rhetoric to -- 
 
QUESTION:  Well, the first step --  
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, I think not take steps that run counter to the UN Security Council 
resolutions.  
 
QUESTION:  I guess what I'm trying to do is see if we can get you to say – put it in a 
complete sentence, a single sentence, that this -- 
 
MR. KELLY:  This -- 
 
QUESTION:  -- adds to rather than takes away – it adds to tensions rather than 
reduces them. 
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, I think --  
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QUESTION:  Unless (inaudible). 
 
MR. KELLY:  No, I think I did put it in a complete sentence.  I said that it runs counter 
to the commitments that they made in the 2005 statement, and it runs counter to 
UN Security Council violations. 
 
QUESTION:  And therefore, does it or does it not add to the tensions? 
 
MR. KELLY:  That’s a subjective -- 
 
QUESTION:  Okay. 
 
MR. KELLY:  -- subjective qualification that I’m not willing to make right now. 
 
QUESTION:  All right. 
 
QUESTION:  Okay.  Can I change the subject?   
 
MR. KELLY:  It’s okay.  You have another Korean – okay. 
 
QUESTION:  Can we talk about the status of Tom Shannon’s nomination for the 
ambassadorship to Brazil and also the nomination of Arturo Valenzuela to be 
Assistant Secretary for Western Hemisphere? 
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, they both have had their confirmation hearings.  They both were 
voted out of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee with – I don’t know the exact 
tally, but with – I think with a pretty good majority of votes.  And we’re in close 
consultation with our friends up on the Hill and the Senate to see how we can move 
this forward.  And the Secretary looks forward to having Arturo Valenzuela as her 
Assistant Secretary for Western Hemisphere Affairs. 
 
And I think it’s – we think it’s important to have an ambassador, a full-time 
ambassador in Sao Paulo, too – in Brazil. 
 
QUESTION:  Well, these nominations seem to be held up because of -- 
 
QUESTION:  Brasilia. 
 
MR. KELLY:  Did I say – Brasilia, yeah.  Well -- 
 
QUESTION:  I thought he said Brazil. 
 
MR. KELLY:  Wrong city, right country, yeah.  Sorry. 
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QUESTION:  These nominations seem to be held up for political reasons because of 
the situation in Honduras.  Do you think that the recent agreement between the de 
facto government and the Zelaya government will contribute to, perhaps, these 
nomination – the holds being lifted? 
 
MR. KELLY:  I certainly hope so.  As I say, I think it’s important that we have an 
Assistant Secretary for Western Hemisphere Affairs and have an ambassador in 
Brasilia.  But I think that you really need to address that to the senators and 
congressmen. 
 
QUESTION:  Well, what specifically has Secretary Clinton or her senior staff done 
when you say that we’re in close contact with the Hill in terms of trying to move this 
forward?  Has she made specific calls on their behalf to see if you can – I mean, it 
does seem to be held up because of a political issue? 
 
MR. KELLY:  Yeah.  Well, this Secretary, I think, has done a lot of consultations with 
the Hill.  She spent an entire day up there a couple weeks ago.  She’s made a real 
commitment of time to staying in close contact with her former colleagues on the 
Hill.  And yes, this is an important priority for her.  We’re trying to complete our 
team here at the State Department, and so yeah, she’s made a real priority in trying 
to get these confirmations completed.  
 
QUESTION:  So when she was specifically – when she was on the Hill a few weeks 
ago, did she specifically talk about the nominations of Tom Shannon and Arturo 
Valenzuela?  
 
MR. KELLY:  I’m sure she did, but I don’t – I’m not sure exactly what transpired, and 
I’m not even sure if I would be able to share it with you.  But I’m sure she talked 
about this. 
 
QUESTION:  It seems that DeMint is the one that’s being – that’s holding up the 
nominations.  Has she spoken specifically to him? 
 
MR. KELLY:  I’m not sure, Elise.  Again, I have to refer you to the offices on -- 
 
QUESTION:  Well, I’m referring specifically to – I mean, you say it’s a priority, but I’d 
like to know specifically what they’ve – what this Administration has done to get 
these nominations passed.  I mean, the Administration has been in 10 months now.  I 
don’t know exactly when these nominations were made, but I mean --  
 
MR. KELLY:  They were made a few months ago.  Yeah, it’s – this is important to us 
and we’re working hard to see that they’re confirmed, but -- 
 
QUESTION:  Do you think it’s fair that it’s being held up because of this Honduras 
issue? 
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MR. KELLY:  No, I’m not going to – this is really a question for you to address to the 
senators themselves.  
 
QUESTION:  Well, I’m just trying to get a – you say it’s a priority, but I haven’t seen 
anything that indicates that it’s a priority. 
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, what do you need from me to indicate that it’s a priority? 
 
QUESTION:  I’d like to indicate what -- 
 
QUESTION:  A sign.  (Laughter.) 
 
MR. KELLY:  This is a priority.  I mean, this is a – this is – we’re talking the Assistant 
Secretary for West Hemisphere Affairs and an ambassador in one of our most 
important embassies.  And it’s important that we get them confirmed. 
 
Yeah. 
 
QUESTION:  There’s a sense in Tokyo that the disagreement over the airbase on 
Okinawa could sour President Obama’s visit there later this month.  What’s the U.S. 
position on relocating that airbase, and is there going to be – are there going to be 
any talks with the Japanese about it before the visit? 
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, I think our Assistant Secretary for East Asia and Pacific Affairs Kurt 
Campbell is going to be in Tokyo Thursday, and he’ll have – he’ll continue the 
bilateral negotiations that we have. 
 
Look, we have a new government in place in Tokyo.  We’ve started an intense 
dialogue with them.  Our position on the agreements that we have for basing hasn’t 
changed.  We think that this is the best way forward in our security relationship with 
Japan.  But we have a very, very broad and deep engagement with Japan, and this is 
indicated by all of the visits that we’ve had and all of the talks we’ve had with them.  
And this is an important relationship and it will continue to be an important 
relationship.  
 
QUESTION:  Is there any concern that the Japanese prime minister may not be able 
to back away from his campaign promise to move the base off land? 
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, that’s – it’s – that’s a decision for the Government of Japan to 
make.  We are there in Japan because of our common interests, our – and a mutual 
security arrangement.  Ultimately, it’s for the Government of Japan to decide what 
kind of relationship that they’re going to have with us, but again, this – what we 
have with Japan is designed to meet common challenges, common security 
challenges, and it’s done in complete transparency and in partnership with the 
Government of Japan.  But it’s up to Japan to decide what kind of relationship they 
want to have. 
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QUESTION:  Speaking of Kurt Campbell, he’s in Burma now?  
 
MR. KELLY:  He is in Burma. 
 
QUESTION:  Can you tell us what he’s doing, who he’s met with? 
 
MR. KELLY:  He and Deputy Assistant Secretary Scot Marciel had meetings in the 
Burmese capital -- 
 
QUESTION:  (Inaudible.) 
 
MR. KELLY:  -- today.   
 
QUESTION:  (Inaudible.) 
 
MR. KELLY:  Yeah.  I should have written it down – in the Burmese capital today.  
They are there on basically a – I would characterize it as a fact-finding mission.  It is 
the first step, or I guess I should say the second step in the beginning of a dialogue 
with Burma.  Today, they met with ministers of the Burmese Government and with 
various individuals affiliated with the regime.  Tomorrow, they plan to meet with 
some representatives from the opposition, with the prime minister, and also with 
Aung San Suu Kyi. 
 
QUESTION:  How are the meetings going so far?  Can you give us a readout? 
 
MR. KELLY:  Yeah.  I was able to talk to Mr. Marciel, and what he said is they’re 
basically in kind of an information-gathering mode.  They laid out the way we see 
this relationship going forward, how we should structure this dialogue, but they 
were mainly in a listening mode today. 
 
QUESTION:  Are they going to meet with Than Shwe, the junta leader?  I mean, is 
that scrapped?  I mean, he met with Senator Webb. 
 
MR. KELLY:  Yeah.  I’m not sure, Lach.  We’ll find out. 
 
Yeah. 
 
QUESTION:  Can I ask my question regarding Afghanistan?  
 
MR. KELLY:  Yes. 
 
QUESTION:  Nazira Karimi, correspondent for Ariana Television from Afghanistan.  As 
we know, President Obama promised that he going to announce his decision about 
sending more troops, additional troops to Afghanistan.  I think it’s the time to 
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sending more troops in Afghanistan; experts and people in Afghanistan waiting for 
the final decisions for President Obama.  Do you think that he will take his decision? 
 
MR. KELLY:  Oh, I know he will take the decision, but -- 
 
QUESTION:  When? 
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, I can’t tell you when.  I can refer you to what White House Press 
Secretary Robert Gibbs has said.  He expects it to be over the next several weeks.  He 
continues to have meetings.  I think that we look forward to initiating a new chapter 
of our partnership with Afghanistan with the victory of President Karzai in the recent 
elections.  I think that we’re going to look for President Karzai to move boldly and 
forcefully to initiate internal reforms, and we stand ready to assist him in that 
regard, to help him improve governance in Afghanistan, to provide security for the 
Afghan people and provide the kind of services that the people of Afghanistan 
deserve. 
 
QUESTION:  Okay.  Can you talk specifically about what it is precisely you would like 
President Karzai to do boldly? 
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, I think we would -- 
 
QUESTION:  (Inaudible.) 
 
MR. KELLY:  We’ll have to initiate a dialogue with President Karzai, which, of course, 
we will do.  I think that -- 
 
QUESTION:  Well, don’t you already have one? 
 
MR. KELLY:  We do, but we want to see how the government is formed.  We want to 
see who he’s going to have in his government.  I think that, as I said before, one area 
that we will be looking to help him with is improving good governance, and that 
includes fighting corruption.  I think we’re looking for the Afghan Government to 
speed up training of security forces, and so we’ll be looking to help them in that 
regard.  I think our ultimate goal here is for the Afghan people – or the Afghan 
Government to be able to provide their own security for their own people. 
 
QUESTION:  President Karzai gave a speech today in which he said he was going to go 
after corruption, but he was flanked offstage by his two vice presidents, one of 
whom you guys have taken a very dim view of and believe is involved in major 
corruption.  Do you think that it’s – is there – do you have any concern that he might 
not be serious?  
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, I think what we’re going to be looking for is – as I say, we’re 
looking for some strong and decisive action.  We’re going to be looking for not just 
words, but deeds.  And – but we’re not going to just stand off to the side and tell him 
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what to do.  I mean, we stand ready to support in tangible and concrete ways.  But to 
do that, we need to do this in partnership with them and in consultation with his 
new government. 
 
QUESTION:  And also Dr. Abdullah’s supporter was – showed – they showed their 
negative reaction and they said they are waiting, you know, for a while.  After that, 
they take action and they do something.  And -- 
 
MR. KELLY:  Dr. Abdullah will do something? 
 
QUESTION:  Dr. Abdullah supporter, yeah.  
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, I don’t know about that, but I -- 
 
QUESTION:  They say President Karzai isn’t elected by the voters.  That’s why they 
are -- 
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, the fact is he was elected by the voters, and he – I mean, he was 
declared the victor in an election that was in accordance with Afghan law and run by 
Afghan institutions.  As far as Dr. Abdullah is concerned, we have a lot of respect for 
him.  We thought he ran an excellent campaign.  And we hope that he continues to 
play a part in the political life of Afghanistan.  We think he should continue to be a 
part of the dialogue regarding the future of Afghanistan.  
 
Matt, go ahead.  
 
QUESTION:  Later today, if they haven’t already done so, the House is going to vote 
on this resolution which condemns the Goldstone report and calls on the 
Administration to oppose it and reject it.  I think it pretty much basically echoes the 
Administration’s position on this already, but is there a statement of the 
Administration thinking on this resolution? 
 
MR. KELLY:  On the resolution itself?  Well, I mean, you know what our feeling is 
about the report, the Goldstone report.  I think it’s fair to say that we’ve been talking 
to the – some of our friends on the Hill about the resolution itself, but I – Matt, I 
don’t -- 
 
QUESTION:  Well, do you support it?  Do you have any position on it? 
 
MR. KELLY:  I don’t know how to answer that.  I would imagine we do, but let me 
take the question, then. 
 
QUESTION:  All right.  And then -- 
 
MR. KELLY:  Because I actually haven’t seen the text of the resolution, so --  
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QUESTION:  This is going to come up tomorrow at the UN.  What are you going to do 
about it there?  Not the resolution -- 
 
MR. KELLY:  It’s the UN General Assembly, right?  I think – well, there’s a lot of 
discussions going on in New York today.  Let’s see where we come out.  I -- 
 
QUESTION:  Do you think that it might – there’s a chance that it might not come up? 
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, in this regard, our priority is that we don’t want to do anything 
that’s going to make it more difficult to resume talks, and we know how difficult it’s 
been to try and get the two sides to resume talks.  I don’t know that we – if we have 
a position per se on whether or not this resolution should be discussed in the UN 
General Assembly.  I would imagine that we probably would not be terribly 
supportive of reopening this case.  But again, let me --  
 
QUESTION:  Well, is the U.S. delegation going to storm out of the assembly building 
or something if -- 
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, I don’t know.  I don’t know, Matt.  I would imagine not.  But again, 
let me see if we can get you a position on that. 
 
Yeah. 
 
QUESTION:  Change of subject? 
 
MR. KELLY:  Mm-hmm. 
 
QUESTION:  Iran seems to be questioning the U.S. Administration’s engagement 
policy.  They say that the Administration has a superficial, conciliatory tone.  And 
today, the supreme leader said that every time they have a smile on their face – and 
this is in quote – they are hiding a dagger behind their back.  Any reaction? 
 
QUESTION:  (Inaudible.) 
 
MR. KELLY:  That was from the peanut gallery here, not from the podium.   
 
Look, we have – not just we, but the IAEA and Russia and France has on the table a 
very good proposal that will help Iran become better integrated in the international 
community, will be the first step towards ending its isolation.  This is a very specific 
proposal that the Iranian delegation in Vienna already accepted in principle.  I think it 
behooves us all to concentrate on this very concrete example of a way that we can 
move forward.   
 
And this, as I say, is a way for them to end their isolation and begin to cooperate with 
the international community.  And we would urge Iran to accept the proposal as it’s 
laid out by the director general of the IAEA, Dr. ElBaradei.  And they’ve already 
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agreed to this proposal in principle, so let’s – we think that we should focus on this 
first. 
 
QUESTION:  Where do things stand on the new round of talks?  
 
MR. KELLY:  The P-5+1, you mean?  Well, that’s being worked out by Mr. Solana, and 
we – there’s been no agreement to have a P-5+1 meeting. 
 
QUESTION:  Well, actually, there was an agreement to have a meeting, but you just 
haven’t set the date?  Or -- 
 
MR. KELLY:  Right. 
 
QUESTION:  -- now you don’t know if you are even going to meet?  
 
MR. KELLY:  The – well, the – yes, that’s right, Elise.  We have not -- 
 
QUESTION:  Weren’t you supposed to have one by the end of the month? 
 
MR. KELLY:  We’ve not agreed to a date as – a date or an agenda. 
 
QUESTION:  Why not?  Is it because you can’t agree on the agenda, or you can’t 
agree on the date? 
 
MR. KELLY:  It’s – this is really – it’s being worked out by Javier Solana, and I just 
would refer you to the EU. 
 
QUESTION:  Well, but I mean, you’re not an innocent bystander.  
 
MR. KELLY:  No, we’re not.  I mean, Javier Solana is in close consultation with us and 
he’s in close consultations with the other members of the P-5+1. 
 
QUESTION:  Well, I’m just trying to determine whether – I mean, you said you were 
going to have a meeting by the end of the month.   
 
MR. KELLY:  Right.  That didn’t happen. 
 
QUESTION:  And that didn’t happen. 
 
MR. KELLY:  Right. 
 
QUESTION:  So, I mean, is this that – have the parties kind of – has – Iran doesn’t 
want to meet anymore, or what -- 
 
MR. KELLY:  Again, I -- 
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QUESTION:  What’s the holdup? 
 
MR. KELLY:  Yeah.  I really have to refer you to the EU.  They’re the ones taking the 
lead on talking to Iran.  They consult with us and keep us up to date on what they’re 
hearing from the Iranian side.  But it’s – you really have to ask that of Javier Solana. 
 
QUESTION:  Is Solana actually making an attempt to -- 
 
MR. KELLY:  Yes. 
 
QUESTION:  Or is he waiting on -- 
 
MR. KELLY:  No, he’s quite engaged in this and talking to the Iranians on it. 
 
QUESTION:  Thank you. 
 
MR. KELLY:  Thank you. 
 
(The briefing was concluded at 1:51 p.m.) 
 
(end transcript) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Transcript: Briefing by Secretary Clinton en Route to Washington 
(Clinton briefs reporters aboard the plane in Cairo, Egypt) (1010) 
 
(begin transcript) 
 
U.S. Department of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, Secretary of State 
Cairo, Egypt, DC 
November 4, 2009 
 
Remarks on The Plane in Cairo, Egypt  
 
QUESTION: There seems to be a little confusion over whether the Egyptian position, 
which, as expressed by the foreign minister earlier in the week, seemed quite harsh, 
was very much (inaudible) Palestinians (inaudible), that the (inaudible) take up an 
opportunity to (inaudible), said fine, (inaudible), yeah, we’re not going to come out 
and scream and yell anymore, and maybe we’re going to tell them they shouldn’t do 
it, or he was just being polite? How did you interpret it? 
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SECRETARY CLINTON: I thought it was a very productive meeting. (Laughter.)  
 
QUESTION: Candid, cooperative?  
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: Candid, cooperative, productive, constructive – and shows the 
value of consultation and listening and sharing ideas and hearing the other side and 
putting forth your views and explaining. I thought it was a very, very (inaudible). 
 
QUESTION: Madame Secretary, in order to get the Palestinians to the negotiating 
table for – to start talking about full – about final status issues, would you – are you 
able to give them a guarantee that the negotiations would be about a state within 
the 1967 borders with East Jerusalem as its capital? 
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: We are working – and I don’t want to get into negotiating 
details, but we are working to really fulfill what were, in essence, the terms of 
reference for any negotiations set forth in President Obama’s speech to the United 
Nations. I don’t think enough attention may have been paid to exactly what the 
President said and the importance of what he reaffirmed as the American position. 
And it obviously is about the territory occupied since 1967, it is about Jerusalem, it is 
about refugees, it’s about all of those final status issues. 
 
So we want to be facilitating the return to negotiations. We don’t think that there’s 
any question in anybody’s mind about what’s going to be talked about. 
 
QUESTION: Madame Secretary, I just want to clarify something the Egyptian foreign 
minister said. On the one hand in the briefing, he said that any more settlement 
activity is completely unacceptable, but then in another breath, he said we’re 
focused on the endgame; we don’t want this issue or that issue to impede getting 
there. So in your private conversation with him, how did you understand the 
resolution of those seemingly conflicting comments? 
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: The -- 
 
QUESTION: (Inaudible) one issue means don’t let settlements get in the way – 
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, but that’s our position. We don’t think there should be 
continued settlement activity either. We would like to make it as clear as possible, 
which, as you heard, I repeated for the question from the Egyptian media. Our 
position has not changed. We have the same position. There is a desire to get into 
these final status negotiations, and we think taking advantage of a stop to all new 
settlement construction happens to be in the best interests of the negotiations. 
 
QUESTION: Secretary Clinton --  
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QUESTION: So then it wouldn’t be a precondition anymore? The Egyptians might go 
along with saying, okay, then don’t have a precondition, get it back to the table? 
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: I don’t want to speak for the Egyptians. 
 
QUESTION: Okay. 
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: And I think that you should let the foreign minister’s words 
stand for themselves. And Jeff speaks Arabic, so he can go into more detail about 
that. But I think it was very clear that the – and this is not very different from what I 
heard from my counterparts in Morocco. We have to figure out a way to get into the 
re-launch of negotiations.  
 
And things have happened along the way, the Goldstone report being the most 
recent and the most difficult for everybody. And that was not – and you saw what 
happened is the Palestinians tried to postpone so that it wouldn’t be an issue and 
then they got criticized for that. And I mean, so – but that doesn’t take away from 
what the ultimate objective is, and that’s what I think you heard from Aboul Gheit 
and what you heard from me. 
 
QUESTION: Have you talked with -- 
 
QUESTION: But how – where does Abbas get the cover to take that heat? Where 
does Abbas get the cover to drop the precondition?  
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: Go ahead, (inaudible). 
 
U.S. OFFICIAL: But he does not have to sign up for this deal. This is something that 
the Israelis are putting on – are talking about putting on the table. He doesn’t have 
to sign up for it at all. No one’s asking him to bless it. 
 
QUESTION: No, you’re asking him to sign up for talks though, right? 
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: No, but that’s slightly different. The Israelis are offering this. It 
can be rejected by everyone. There’s no imposition of it, no requirement for it. The 
Israelis will decide whether or not they want to go forward with it. That’s up to the 
Israelis, obviously. But at the end of the day, this discussion about settlements will 
be mooted by getting into negotiations about borders. Because then, you can build 
what you want in your state and the other can build what they want in their state.  
 
QUESTION: So just to follow up on my question very quickly, some Palestinians – 
some Palestinian officials have said that if you were – if the Americans were to give 
guarantees that negotiations would be about a state within the 1967 borders with 
East Jerusalem as its capital, they would consider this as an encouragement to sit 
down at the table of negotiations. 
 



 
 

O F F I C E  O F  P U B L I C  A F F A I R S  /  E M B A S S Y  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  A M E R I C A  

 

Str. "Samoilova" Nr.21 1000 Skopje /Telephone (+389) (2) 310 2000, Fax (+389) (2) 310 2499 E-mail: EmbSkoWebM@mt.net.mk    

SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, and I think that’s -- 
 
QUESTION: Is that one way of getting around the settlement issue? 
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: I think that’s a very welcome suggestion, and it is something 
that -- 
 
QUESTION: Is that something you’ve talked – discussed with them? 
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: We have. We have discussed it with nearly everyone. 
 
STAFF: I think it’s time to buckle up, guys. 
 
QUESTION: Thank you. 
 
(end transcript) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Transcript: First Lady at President’s Committee on Arts, Humanities Ceremony 
(Michelle Obama presents recipients with “Coming Up Taller” awards) (1176) 
 
(begin transcript) 
 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the First Lady 
November 4, 2009 
 
REMARKS BY THE FIRST LADY AT PCAH COMING UP TALLER AWARDS 
 
State Dining Room 
 
1:45 P.M. EST 
 
MRS. OBAMA: Thank you everyone. (Applause.) Please. (Applause.) Thank you so 
much, and good afternoon, and welcome to the White House. I love saying that. 
(Laughter.) 
 
I’m thrilled to be here today as we honor this year’s Coming Up Taller Award 
recipients. And these are outstanding programs that are expanding horizons, 
changing lives, and helping young people fulfill their dream across America and 
around the world. 
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I want to start by thanking the President’s Committee on Arts and Humanities -- and 
this is the institution that sponsors these awards -- and I’d like to ask all of the 
committee members to please stand so that we can thank you and honor you for 
your service. (Applause.) 
 
This is just an amazing group of people in their own right. They’ve been here for a 
few days, working hard, answering and asking questions, and we are so grateful to 
each and every one of them for their willingness to be involved in such a committed 
way. 
 
I also want to recognize all of the artists, the teachers, the directors and the 
administrators, all of you who are on the ground every single day, running the 
programs that we honor today. 
 
What you do isn’t easy, and we know that, particularly right now during these days 
of a lot of belt-tightening. I know that many of you have been putting in probably 
longer hours and later nights just to keep things together, and sometimes probably 
paying out of your own pockets to keep everything going. But I also know that -- the 
difference that you’re making in the lives of young people all across this country and 
around the world. 
 
Because of you, teens in Arizona are publishing their own magazine, and children in 
central and south Los Angeles are learning to play instruments and performing in 
orchestras. Because of the work that you do, students in New York City are 
mastering Shakespeare. And in my hometown of Chicago, there are students 
learning traditional Mexican art forms. There are young people in Egypt who are 
learning basket weaving and storytelling, calligraphy and photography. 
 
And you’re not just connecting young people with music, dance, poetry and drama. 
But because of your work, you’re connecting people, these young people to 
mentoring, to tutoring, to social services, and college counseling. You don’t just show 
them the power of their imagination, but you show them the power of discipline and 
hard work and of teamwork, as well. 
 
And these young people don’t just become accomplished singers and painters and 
authors. They also become better students, they become better leaders, and they 
become better citizens, enriching not just themselves but their communities, 
teaching younger children the skills that they’ve learned, beautifying neighborhoods 
with murals and lifting their communities with their performances. 
 
Ultimately, each of your programs is using achievement in the arts as a bridge to 
achievement in life. And you see all this every day, each and every one of you 
working so hard. You see this in your students as they become more confident and 
more engaged and more willing to take risks and to take responsibility for their 
futures. You see it when their academic performance improves, when you see 



 
 

O F F I C E  O F  P U B L I C  A F F A I R S  /  E M B A S S Y  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  A M E R I C A  

 

Str. "Samoilova" Nr.21 1000 Skopje /Telephone (+389) (2) 310 2000, Fax (+389) (2) 310 2499 E-mail: EmbSkoWebM@mt.net.mk    

improving attitudes and higher GPAs. And you see young people who never saw 
themselves as college material, you see them getting those acceptance letters and 
you see them going on to pursue their degrees. So we all know in this room the 
power of the arts to change young people’s lives. 
 
But we also know that even though so many young people in this country live just 
minutes from the centers of culture and power and prestige, many feel that these 
resources are miles away and very far beyond their reach. 
 
That’s why we’re working to make the White House a showcase for America’s rich 
cultural life, and opening the doors of this house to as many of our young people as 
we can, exposing them to classical music, exposing them to jazz, the spoken word, 
everything. 
 
We want to show them that they have a place not just in our museums and in our 
theaters and in our concert halls, but they have a place in the halls of this White 
House, as well. We want to show them that they can have a future in the arts 
community, whether they do it as a hobby or as a profession or simply as an 
appreciative observer. We want to show them that if they work hard and if they 
believe in themselves, nothing is beyond their reach. 
 
And I think one of the professional writers who works with young people through the 
InsideOut Literary Arts Project in Detroit, Michigan, he put it best when he said 
something very simple: “If you ask a kid to dream, he’ll dream.” 
 
That’s what this Coming Up Taller Awards are all about. That’s what each and every 
one of you do every single day. You ask our young people to dream, and you give 
them the tools to fulfill those dreams. You affirm that their contributions are 
valuable, and their success matters to all of us. You help them see beyond the 
circumstances of their lives to the world of possibility that awaits them. And for that, 
we honor you. For that, we thank you, and we pledge to do everything we can to 
help continue the extraordinary work that you do. 
 
And it is now my pleasure to introduce the co-chairs of the President’s Committee on 
Arts and Humanities, two individuals who’ve used their extraordinary careers in the 
arts to render extraordinary service to this country, George Stevens and Margo Lion. 
Let’s give them a round of applause. (Applause.) 
 
(The Coming Up Taller Awards are presented.) 
 
MRS. OBAMA: Well, let’s do that again. (Laughter and applause.) Well, this is a good 
way to start the day, right? (Laughter.) Well, if we didn’t know before, these awards 
remind us of what the power of arts and music and dance can do in the lives of our 
young people. We all know, the people in this room, because we live it every day, we 
work with these kids, we know the difference that this can make. That’s why your 
work is so important. 
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So please keep it up. Stay strong. And to all the young people, we are so proud of 
you, so proud of you. You’re representing everyone from your programs. And please, 
it’s your job to take back all this energy and to share with the other students and 
young people in your communities and your programs. So please make sure you do 
that. 
 
And with that I think the program is ended. Thank you all for coming, and have a 
good afternoon. (Applause.) 
 
END   2:20 P.M. EST 
 
(end transcript) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Text: U.S. Welcomes Agreement in Croatia-Slovenia Talks in Stockholm 
(United States looks forward to the ratification, implement of agreement) (112) 
 
(begin text) 
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Office of the Spokesman 
November 4, 2009 
 
Statement by Ian Kelly, Spokesman 
 
U.S. Welcomes Agreement in Croatia-Slovenia Talks 
 
We congratulate the Prime Ministers of Slovenia and Croatia on their important 
agreement signed today in Stockholm, and for their courageous and visionary 
leadership to resolve this long standing border issue through arbitration. 
 
We hope that the ratification and implementation of this agreement will move 
forward expeditiously.  This outcome is in the best interests of both countries as 
good neighbors and partners in the region and Europe as a whole. 
 
(end text) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Transcript: Secretary Clinton’s Interview with National Public Radio 
(Secretary discusses relaunch of Mideast peace negotiations, Pakistan) (1841) 
 
(begin transcript) 
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Office of the Spokesman 
November 4, 2009 
 
INTERVIEW 
 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
With Jackie Northam of NPR 
November 4, 2009 
 
Fairmont Hotel 
Cairo, Egypt 
 
QUESTION: Secretary Clinton’s trip was initially intended to shore up American 
credentials in Pakistan, but a Middle Eastern leg was added to her tour and ended up 
becoming the focus of her week overseas. I spoke with her shortly before she was to 
meet with Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak. 
 
Madame Secretary, thank you very much for taking the time. 
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: Thank you. 
 
QUESTION: You’re here in Cairo and about to meet with President Mubarak. Even 
though you started in Pakistan, most of your nine-day trip has been spent focusing 
on the Middle East. Now, as you’re about to head back home, do you feel that you 
have made any progress in that area? Do you feel that you’ve been able to nudge the 
Israelis and the Palestinians a little bit closer to the negotiating table? 
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, Jackie, I think that I had always intended to end in 
Morocco for the Forum for the Future and meet with my Middle Eastern and Arab 
counterparts. And it was, I think, a good opportunity, since I was in the region, to 
visit in depth with both Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu and Palestinian President 
Abbas, as well as others who have been involved in this effort from around the 
region. 
 
I think it’s important to just put this in a broader perspective. The President always 
knew that this would be hard, and is committed and is absolutely determined that 
the United States will stay very involved and working to bring the parties together. 
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Our goal is to re-launch negotiations as soon as practical. And on the way to that, 
we’re going to keep talking and listening and encouraging and prodding, because I’ve 
been around this issue in a very close and personal way for, gosh, 16 years now. And 
I know that when the United States leaves the field and basically says, “Well, the 
parties have to work this out themselves,” we don’t get the kind of forward 
movement that we think is necessary. 
 
QUESTION: Great, thank you. If you were able to convince both sides to at least take 
a couple steps forward and sit at that table and restart the peace negotiations, 
wouldn’t Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas look weaker than ever? 
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, I don’t think so, but of course, what matters is not what I 
think, but what he thinks. And there’s been a sequence of actions which have 
complicated the effort for him. I, however, believe that getting into negotiations, 
having his negotiators discuss with the Israeli negotiators what are called the final 
status issues, which President Obama listed in his United Nations speech in 
September in New York – everything from borders to Jerusalem to refugees – has to 
be resolved between the parties. 
 
So I think his getting into negotiations would actually change the dynamic and give 
him a very strong platform. But for all kinds of reasons, most particularly his 
willingness to work with the Israeli Government to postpone the so-called Goldstone 
report, has made it very difficult for him to go forward at this time. 
 
QUESTION: Okay. Just to switch gears a bit, you spent a lot of time explaining to Arab 
states and others over the past few days what you meant in Jerusalem when you 
were talking about the Israeli West Bank settlements. And your comments were 
viewed by quite a number of people as praising Israel’s proposal to slow rather than 
halt the construction. And yesterday, you acknowledged that perhaps you should 
have been a bit more clear when you were explaining President Obama’s policies on 
that. 
 
How much of a problem did your comments in Jerusalem create? 
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: I don’t think it created a long-term problem, but it certainly 
created a lot of questions. And the reason is because President Obama has tried to 
do something which no previous American president, including my husband, tried to 
do, which was to make absolutely clear what has been American policy for 40 years – 
namely that we view Israeli settlement activity as not legitimate. We think that their 
changing the facts on the ground, so to speak, is something that should be ended. 
 
So when President Obama said look, we want to see an end to settlement activity, 
that was unprecedented. And then when the Israeli Government, under this prime 
minister, said we will agree to end all new settlement activity, that was really 
unprecedented as well. 
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I have taken the position that when the Israelis or when the Palestinians make a 
positive step, they should be encouraged, so that – I have said to the Israelis, I’ve 
said publicly and privately that the Palestinians have made real progress on security, 
something which people did not expect, and to this day, a lot of people don’t give 
enough credit to. So I think my job is to try to keep people focused on what is 
actually both possible and positive. And the Israeli offer was not at all what we 
would prefer. It did not go far enough, but it went further than anybody has before. 
 
QUESTION: Were you surprised at the – how big a stir that created, though? 
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, no, I’m not surprised by anything – (laughter) – because 
this is the tightrope of all tightropes, and I’m well aware of that. But I also think it’s 
important to make the case. Settlements have never been a precondition by anyone 
– Palestinian or Arab or the United States – to getting into negotiations, because 
what is so clear is that once borders are decided, the settlement issue goes away. 
The Israelis build whatever they want in their territory, the Palestinians build 
whatever they want in theirs. 
 
But what President Obama tried to do was to say look, this is such an irritant, it is 
such a terribly – it’s a terrible flashpoint for people in the region. And I was surprised 
that the Israelis went as far as they did. The Arabs and the Palestinians said it wasn’t 
far enough. I understand both sides. 
 
QUESTION: Just a couple more questions if you don’t mind, if we could just switch 
over to Pakistan. And again, you spent time earlier on this trip explaining comments 
that you made in Pakistan as well, that al-Qaida had been in there since 2002, and 
that you found it hard to believe that no one in the government there knew where 
al-Qaida leaders were, and also – al-Qaida leaders were and couldn’t get them if they 
really wanted to. 
 
Can I ask you, was that just – were those just spontaneous remarks or was that -- 
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: No, not at all, no. I mean, as you saw, the whole purpose of my 
trip was to try to clear the air with the Pakistani people and government, to reassert 
our support for Pakistan, particularly in this very difficult conflict they’re engaged in 
with the Taliban, and to listen and absorb all the criticisms they have. They had this 
sort of pent-up frustration with the United States. And as you know and as you saw, I 
listened and under – and tried to convey understanding of all of their questions 
about our policy, going back years. 
 
But at the same time, I wanted to stress that we’re looking for a partnership, and 
they have to listen to our concerns as well as we listen to their concerns. I feel 
strongly that as we move forward in these very complex areas that pose real 
concerns to our national security, concerns to partners like Pakistan’s security, that it 
is important to make clear to the people – not just the leaders – that we have to 
speak openly with each other. 
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And the reaction that I got in Pakistan was overwhelmingly positive – and I’ve been 
reading a lot of the blogging and the reaction on the press – in part because they’re 
not used to anyone from the United States Government coming and opening herself 
to their concerns. They’re just used to saying – to having somebody say, take it or 
leave it, with us or against us, go forward or not. And so I think we’re building a 
stronger base for our relationship. 
 
QUESTION: I have just one last question. We’ve seen Hamid Karzai be declared the 
winner of Afghanistan’s presidential elections while you were on this trip. There 
have long been concerns about his credibility and whether he can be counted upon 
as an ally of the U.S. And now that he has been reelected, is the Obama 
Administration more confident now that it can depend on him as a reliable ally, or is 
this sort of a wait-and-see situation? 
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, I spoke with President Karzai after the election results 
were announced. And I told him that we now had a lot of work to do, and there were 
expectations on both sides. But certainly, from the American perspective, we 
believed it was important for him to establish a compact with the people of 
Afghanistan that would commit him and his new government to an anti-corruption 
campaign, to more accountability and transparency, to a recognition that there has 
to be more cooperation with local officials, that they have to work with us to build 
an adequate Afghan security force to protect and defend their country. 
 
So we are laying out very clear expectations. We’re willing to offer our assistance, 
but we’re going to hold the Government of Afghanistan accountable for what they 
claim they want, which is the United States and the international community’s 
assistance in providing security for their people and in producing results for them as 
well. 
 
QUESTION: Does he appear to be on board with all these initiatives that the -- 
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, he certainly – he and I have a long relationship, and I 
have met with him many times over the last eight years, both in Afghanistan, in 
Washington, even in New York when he came to visit Fort Drum in upstate New 
York, where a lot of the soldiers who were part of the first wave of the invasion 
against the Taliban and al-Qaida in 2001 were based. 
 
So he and I know each other. I have been waiting for the election, frankly, to finally 
be over. It has caused a delay in our policy, because how do you decide on important 
matters that are going to depend upon whatever agreements you make with the 
government until you finally get a result? So that is, thankfully, over. And our people, 
both Ambassador Holbrooke and Ambassador Eikenberry and the people working 
with them, are working to implement what we see as the necessary assurances we 
require from him. 
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QUESTION: Secretary of State Clinton, thank you very much. 
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: Thank you, Jackie. Good to talk with you. 
 
(end transcript) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
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(begin transcript) 
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Office of the Spokesman 
November 4, 2009 
 
REMARKS 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton and 
And Egyptian Foreign Minister Ahmed Ali Aboul Gheit 
November 4, 2009 
 
Presidential Palace 
 
Cairo, Egypt 
 
FOREIGN MINISTER GHEIT:  (Via interpreter) I would like to welcome the Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton. We had – she has had – just finished now a meeting with 
President Mubarak, a meeting that lasted more than an hour. We also met with 
Secretary Clinton yesterday evening, myself personally, as well as Omar Suleiman 
(inaudible). These were two-hour – that was a two-hour meeting of very intensive 
work. Our consultations between the U.S. and Egypt touched on the issue of the 
situation in Palestine, the effort for peace between the Palestinians and the Israelis, 
and how we can put back the negotiations on track. 
 
We have also talked about the regional issues, such as Afghanistan, Yemen, Pakistan 
and Lebanon. And also our consultations between the two countries are productive, 
are frank, candid, and are clear. And we have a good understanding of all the issues. 
Each side put forth his own vision. And we also report our vision of the Egypt vision 
for the peace – for pushing peace forward, and our consultations keep on being 
productive. 
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SECRETARY CLINTON: Thank you very much. It is a pleasure for me to be here with 
my counterpart Foreign Minister Gheit. He and I have had numerous meetings and 
telephone conversations ever since I assumed the position of Secretary of State. As 
he has just said, we’ve had a very productive, comprehensive meeting last night with 
the foreign minister and with General Suleiman, and then, we had a constructive and 
very positive meeting with President Mubarak. 
 
The United States sees Egypt as an essential partner, not only in the Middle East, but 
on global and regional issues, as well. And we are committed to working with Egypt 
to strengthen and deepen our cooperation and our partnership on these vital 
matters. 
 
Our main focus today with President Mubarak was, of course, on Middle East peace 
efforts. I emphasized to the president that President Obama, Special Envoy Mitchell 
who is here with me today, and I are all deeply and personally committed to 
achieving a two-state solution and comprehensive peace between Israelis, 
Palestinians, and all of their Arab neighbors. It is a commitment that brought us to 
the region this week and to Cairo specifically last night and today. We are working 
hard to help the parties come together in negotiations that can yield progress 
toward our shared objectives. And we regard Egypt and other Arab neighbors as 
critical partners in helping to move this effort forward. I assured the president, the 
minister, and the general that the United States shares their deep concerns about 
the people of Gaza. 
 
As I said in Marrakech two days ago, I believe we can find a way through the difficult 
and tangled history that too often prevents us from making progress for a 
comprehensive peace and a two-state solution. We can maintain an allegiance to the 
past, but we cannot change the past. No matter what we say about it, it is behind us. 
So we must follow the (inaudible) that has been put forward by President Obama 
and help shape a future that will be vastly better for the children of both Palestinians 
and Israelis. 
 
I came to Sharm el-Sheikh shortly after becoming Secretary of State and expressed 
that deep commitment in a very personal and public way. So as we work together on 
this critical issue, we are also cooperating in a spirit of mutual respect to build a 
better future for the people of Egypt. As part of that effort, President Obama and I 
are committed to realizing the vision of the Cairo speech: education, human 
development, economic partnership, the promotion of human rights. We support 
the efforts of civil society, political parties, and minority communities, and we 
support improvements in the lives of everyday Egyptians. 
 
I also expressed our gratitude for Egypt’s leadership on regional and global issues. 
We discussed the threat that Iran poses to regional stability, including the nuclear 
file. As President Obama has said, it is time for the Iranian Government to decide 
what kind of future it seeks. And we have made very clear to them that patience 
does have its limits. We also consulted on matters ranging from Afghanistan to 
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Yemen, and in particular, on our shared support for the formation of a strong, 
sovereign government in Lebanon that can advance the aspirations of all of the 
Lebanese people. So Mr. Minister, thank you again. Thank you also to President 
Mubarak for a very good and fruitful discussion. And I look forward to the continuing 
good work that we can do together. 
 
FOREIGN MINISTER GHEIT: Thank you very much, Secretary. We will answer two 
questions – one from the Egyptian side and one from the American side, if there will 
be any questions from the Americans. So you will make the selection from 
(inaudible). 
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: No, no, you have to choose. 
 
QUESTION: Madame Secretary, you choose me? (Laughter.) 
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: Yes. 
 
QUESTION: Yes, thank you. Thank you. Madame Secretary, my question is President 
Obama’s lecture in the Cairo University gives us some hope that you are backing the 
position that Israel has to stop settlements. What is the reasons for this change in 
the position that (inaudible) through the hard work? And a second point, if I can. 
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: Yes. 
 
QUESTION: What’s your view concerning the Egyptian ideas of having the paper of 
guarantees given to the Palestinians concerning a deadline for the negotiations? 
Thank you. 
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: Thank you, and thank you for asking. First, I want to start by 
saying our policy on settlements has not changed. And I want to say it again, our 
policy on settlement activity has not changed. We do not accept the legitimacy of 
settlement activity. And we have a very firm belief that ending all settlement activity, 
current and future, would be preferable, and that is what we have put forth, and 
that is what we have continued to support. 
 
What we have received from the Israelis to halt all new settlement activity – and I’ll 
repeat that again, too – to halt all new settlement activities and to end the 
expropriation of land, and to issue no permits or approvals, is unprecedented. It is 
not what we would prefer, because we would like to see everything ended forever. 
But it is something that I think shows at least a positive movement toward the final 
status issues being addressed. Just as when the Palestinians made progress on 
security, I stand and say that is a positive step, even though some may not believe it, 
I think it’s a positive step, and I say that. 
 
So what we’re looking at here is a recognition that getting into the final status 
negotiations will allow us to bring an end to settlement activity because we will be 
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moving toward the Palestinian state that I and many others have long advocated and 
worked for. So I think that that perhaps clarifies where we are on this, and I 
appreciate your question. 
 
Secondly, on the paper of guarantees, we discussed in great detail what is a 
productive way forward. And there are some ideas that we’ve received from our 
Egyptian counterparts that we are going to be taking back today to the President and 
to the White House, and we very much appreciate the suggestions that they have 
put forward to us. 
 
QUESTION: And make the choice of the American (inaudible)? 
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: I’ll delegate that to Colonel Crowley. (Laughter.) 
 
QUESTION: Hi, I’m Andy Quinn from Reuters. First thing, a quick follow-up to the 
previous question, and this is a question for Mr. Aboul Gheit: Secretary Clinton has 
just described the U.S. policy as unchanged on settlements. After your discussions 
today and yesterday evening, are you persuaded that the U.S. still backs a freeze on 
Israeli settlement activity, or do you feel that there’s some backtracking going on? 
 
And the second question is for both of you: The U.S. House of Representatives has 
voted to condemn the Goldstone report which goes before the United Nations 
General Assembly shortly. To what extent do you believe that the Goldstone report 
has become an impediment to the resumption of peace talks? 
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, I’ll start because he’s an American – (laughter) – and 
then I’ll let Ahmed finish. 
 
We believe that it is important to focus on the long-term aspirations of the 
Palestinian people. I have said this before, and you will not be surprised to hear me 
say it again, it is very painful to me personally, that with Egypt’s help when my 
husband was President, we came so close. And the last meeting in Taba laid out 
what would have been a path toward a Palestinian state that would be operating 
today. So I carry with me a personal conviction that nothing can be allowed to 
interfere with our determination and our resolve and our commitment to move this 
forward. 
 
So yes, are there impediments along the way? You mentioned one; there are many 
others. But we cannot let anything deter us. In talking with President Mubarak, we 
were reminiscing about some of the hard decisions that we have seen that had to be 
faced in this area over the past years, and of course, he has so many years of 
experience. And he was telling us about how even at the very end of the Camp David 
agreement that ended the difficulties between Israel and Egypt, there were still 
people who wanted to change it, derail it, and prevent it. 
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So this is something that, when you are doing the work we are doing, the foreign 
minister and I, you have to stay focused on what is the ultimate outcome you are 
seeking, and I think we share that commitment. We want to see a Palestinian state. 
We want to see Israel living in security. We want to see the Palestinian people given 
a chance to chart their own destiny. So we’re not going to let anything deter us or 
prevent us from working as hard as we possibly can, going forward. 
 
FOREIGN MINISTER GHEIT: May I answer? I will respond in Arabic after your 
permission, for the benefit of the Egyptian and Arab news media, and then we would 
have a translation. (Speaking in Arabic.)  She will be translating, and I think I spoke at 
length. (Laughter.) 
 
(Via interpreter)  About the U.S. position towards the settlements, we have listened 
with great interest to the reaction of the U.S. Secretary of State yesterday and today 
about the concessions or the status, if you will, that there has been a sort of 
backtracking from the side – from the U.S. side. We talked about this very clearly and 
very candidly. We listened to the U.S. vision. The United States holds on – is 
committed to its vision that there is no legitimacy to settlement, that the United 
States rejects settlements. And we also listened that Israel has not been responsive 
to the desires of the United States, that it rests opposed to them. The United States 
has not changed its position of rejecting settlements and the settlement activities. 
And the United States is calling on the resumption of negotiations. 
 
So now I give you the answer that you gave them about our – the Egyptian answer. 
We feel that Israel is hindering the process. Israel is putting conditions for the – in 
order to benefit – to continue the settlement activities even and – if these 
settlement activities will be limited. Therefore, the United States and Secretary 
Clinton feel that there has been a progress nevertheless by – about the issue of 
freezing the settlements, even if it’s not fully complete. And here, we feel that we 
need to focus on the end of the course. We have listened to the U.S. position that we 
also – and it has been conveyed to us we need to focus on the end of the road and 
on the road. We should not waste time. The United States is -- 
 
QUESTION: What is the end game? 
 
FOREIGN MINISTER GHEIT: (Via interpreter) And the U.S. is committed to see the 
negotiations move forward on clear basis. 
 
Now about your second segment of the question about the U.S. Congress and the 
U.S. Congress calling – not considering the Goldstone report, I’ll tell you this: This 
report is at the UN General Assembly. It’s been under discussion. There will be a 
resolution issued in a few hours about it. And we will move forward on this particular 
course. Nevertheless, and I can tell you that Egypt or the broader international 
community had anything to do with the views of the members of congress, as also I 
can tell you that members – some members of congress have also said that this 
report needs further deep studying and examination, and that there should be an 
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extra effort, as this report has taken a lot of time to be (inaudible) and should not be 
thrown out of the window. 
 
STAFF: Another – two questions, as the Secretary has agreed. 
 
QUESTION: (Via interpreter)  My question is addressed to Secretary of State Clinton 
and those who go to the region see that isolating, separating wall, look that the 
Palestinian areas and the – some territories in the West Bank, some large chunks of 
it is in the West Bank. In those areas, it is forbidden for the Palestinians to build 
anything. The Israelis continue on a daily basis to confiscate land. 
 
So talking also about the greater Jerusalem picture, knowing that this would – there 
is a split between the north and the south of the city, what would be the shape of 
the Palestinian state in the U.S. opinion? And would it have a lot of antiquity – would 
it be an impact to shape, or also can we say that it would look like the Native 
American entity or status within the United States? 
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, I can repeat to you what President Obama said in his 
speech at the United Nations and what he said here in Cairo – that the United States 
believes that we need a state that is based on the territory that has been occupied 
since 1967. And we believe that that is the appropriate approach. It is what has been 
discussed when my husband was president with Yasser Arafat, and it is what has 
been discussed between the Israelis and the Palestinians and the Bush 
Administration when President Abbas has been there. 
 
I think that there is no doubt in anyone’s mind that moving toward a state that 
reflects the aspirations and the rights of the Palestinian people must include all of 
the issues that have both been discussed and mentioned by President Obama, and 
that includes Jerusalem. And I would only repeat that (inaudible) such an emotional 
issue for me. We would not be having this discussion if we had reached a deal, 
because as you remember, the parameters that were laid out would have recognized 
a state on the ’67 borders with some swapping of land agreeable to both sides, and it 
would have also established the capital for the Palestinian state in East Jerusalem, 
and it would have created a shared responsibility with international support to 
protect the holy places that are holy to all three major religions of Abraham. 
 
So we want to assure you that our goal is a real state with real sovereignty with the 
kind of borders that will enable the people of Palestine to make decisions about 
where they live and what they do on their own. And it is important to us, and we 
know that it is vitally important to the people of the region and particularly, most 
especially, the Palestinians and the Israelis. 
 
FOREIGN MINISTER GHEIT: May I follow up on what the Secretary has just stated? 
 
(Via interpreter) Here, this position that was just stated by Secretary Clinton – we say 
that we approve it and we are in agreement totally with it. We support it fully, we 
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support fully this U.S. position because it reflects a conviction that – of a Palestinian 
state that is capable, that will be on all of the territories that were occupied in 1967 
and that will be a hundred percent of those territories, because a hundred percent of 
those territories goes to the Palestinians despite the (inaudible) that would happen. 
 
And with this, also East Jerusalem is for the Palestinians. With this, this is clear and 
with this such position, we support the U.S. fully. 
 
STAFF: Finally, Robert Burns from AP. 
 
QUESTION: Madame Secretary? 
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: Yes. 
 
QUESTION: Over to your question of your trip -- 
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: Yes. 
 
QUESTION: Looking back over the past eight or nine days – somehow it seems longer 
than that. (Laughter.) You’ve dealt with a wide range of the major issues affecting 
the entire region, from Pakistan and Afghanistan to the Middle East and North 
Africa. I wonder if you could give us an assessment of areas in which you feel you 
made some advancements and areas where you fell short or stumbled? 
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: Well, of course, I think I only made advancements – (laughter) 
– and I happen to believe that, not just responding to your question. I think that the 
level and intensity of the discussions that I have taken part in over the last days, 
starting in Pakistan, have certainly been productive, constructive, and helped to 
clarify the approach that the United States is taking and is committed to taking in all 
of the different settings that I was part of. 
 
I think that in talking about this with President Mubarak earlier, every issue that we 
touched on during this trip is complicated and difficult. Each requires patience, 
perseverance, and determination to see them through. There are – if these were 
easy questions with simple answers, I would not have made this trip. I know how 
challenging they are. We have some of the best people in the United States with 
Ambassador Holbrooke and Senator Mitchell working on these complicated matters. 
 
But it is important to recognize that after a period of time in which the United 
States’s position was rejected, or was certainly questioned, what we are doing is very 
carefully and consistently rebuilding those bonds, creating those partnerships, 
finding common ground so that we and our international partners will be able to 
make progress. 
 
And so I feel very satisfied by what we accomplished on this trip in every one of our 
settings. I am not someone who is in any way affected by difficulty, who is living in a 



 
 

O F F I C E  O F  P U B L I C  A F F A I R S  /  E M B A S S Y  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  A M E R I C A  

 

Str. "Samoilova" Nr.21 1000 Skopje /Telephone (+389) (2) 310 2000, Fax (+389) (2) 310 2499 E-mail: EmbSkoWebM@mt.net.mk    

world apart from the real world in which we inhabit where it takes just an enormous 
amount of effort to get to where we are headed. The two-state solution is one of the 
most difficult. We know that from years of efforts. But I have a great team. I have a 
lot of confidence in the team of people working on these matters. And we have a 
president who is 100 percent committed. And so I think that’s exactly the 
combination that we need. 
 
STAFF: Thank you very much. 
 
QUESTION: Secretary Clinton, what happens now? How far or close are we toward 
the resumption of Israeli-Palestinian talks, if you (inaudible)? 
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: We are working hard to see that happen. 
 
QUESTION: Weeks, months? 
 
SECRETARY CLINTON: I’m not going to make predictions. One of the things that 
President Mubarak and I were talking about is how we have to be so focused on 
what we’re doing, but we also have to try, the best we can, to answer questions. So I 
will say we’re working hard to get there. 
 
(end transcript) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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(begin text) 
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Office of the Spokesman 
November 3, 2009 
 
MEDIA NOTE 
 
Secretary Clinton Announces New Initiatives to Bolster Science and Technology 
Collaboration With Muslim Communities Around the World 
 
In remarks at the Forum for the Future in Marrakesh today, Secretary Clinton 
announced new initiatives to bolster science and technology collaboration with 
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Muslim communities around the world. The Secretary named Dr. Bruce Alberts, Dr. 
Elias Zerhouni, and Dr. Ahmed Zewail as the first three U.S. Science and Technology 
Envoys and announced that the State Department will expand positions for 
environment, science, technology, and health officers at U.S. embassies. 
 
“We want to help Muslim majority communities develop the capacity to meet 
economic, social and ecological challenges through science, technology, and 
innovation,” Secretary Clinton said. 
 
The U.S. Science Envoy program is part of President Obama’s “New Beginning” 
initiative with Muslim communities around the world that he launched in a June 4 
speech in Cairo, Egypt. He pledged that the United States would “appoint new 
science envoys to collaborate on programs that develop new sources of energy, 
create green jobs, digitize records, clean water, and grow new crops.” The initiative 
received key support from the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and Senator 
Richard Lugar. 
 
In the coming months, the first Science Envoys will travel to countries in North 
Africa, the Middle East, and South and Southeast Asia. They will engage their 
counterparts, deepen partnerships in all areas of science and technology, and foster 
meaningful collaboration to meet the greatest challenges facing the world today in 
health, energy, the environment, as well as in water and resource management. 
Additional U.S. scientists and engineers will be invited to join the Science Envoy 
program to expand it to other Muslim countries and regions of the globe. 
 
Dr. Bruce Alberts is widely recognized for his work in the fields of biochemistry and 
molecular biology. Dr. Alberts is a professor in the Department of Biochemistry and 
Biophysics at the University of California, San Francisco. As president of the National 
Academy of Sciences (NAS) from 1993 to 2005, he was instrumental in developing 
the landmark National Science Education standards that have been implemented in 
school systems throughout the U.S.  
 
Dr. Elias Zerhouni, M.D., was director of the National Institutes of Health (NIH) from 
2002 to 2008. Dr. Zerhouni is currently a senior advisor to Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine and was instrumental in creating the University’s Institute for Cell 
Engineering. Dr. Zerhouni received his medical degree at the University of Algiers 
School of Medicine and completed his residency at the John Hopkins School of 
Medicine. 
 
Dr. Ahmed Zewail is the Linus Pauling Chair Professor of Chemistry and Professor of 
Physics at the California Institute of Technology and Director of the Institute’s 
Physical Biology Center for Ultrafast Science and Technology. Dr. Zewail was 
awarded the Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 1999 for his pioneering work in 
femtoscience, which allowed observation of exceedingly rapid molecular 
transformations. Most recently, Dr. Zewail was appointed to the Presidential Council 
of Advisors on Science and Technology. 
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The envoys will be supported by new embassy officers who will also engage with 
international partners on the full range of environmental, scientific and health 
issues, from climate change and the protection of oceans and wildlife to cooperation 
on satellites and global positioning systems. They will work with multilateral 
institutions, non-governmental organizations and private sector partners to promote 
responsible environmental governance, foster innovation, and increase public 
engagement on shared environmental and health challenges. 
 
(end text) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Transcript: Remarks by President Obama, Barroso, Solana and PM Reinfeldt 
(Leaders discuss Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iran, Middle East and climate change) (1209) 
 
(begin transcript) 
 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary 
November 3, 2009 
 
REMARKS BY PRESIDENT OBAMA, 
PRIME MINISTER FREDRIK REINFELDT OF SWEDEN, 
EUROPEAN COMMISSION PRESIDENT JOSÉ MANUEL BARROSO, 
AND EUROPEAN COUNCIL HIGH REPRESENTATIVE JAVIER SOLANA 
AFTER MEETING 
 
Cabinet Room 
 
4:11 P.M. EST 
 
PRESIDENT OBAMA: Well, I want to welcome, for the second day in a row, Prime 
Minister Reinfeldt. I also want to recognize President Barroso and Javier Solana. 
These three gentlemen obviously represent the leadership and the increasing 
integration -- successful integration that’s been taking place in Europe. 
 
I congratulated them on the conclusion of the Lisbon Treaty, which will further move 
Europe in the direction of integration not only on economic policy but also on a 
number of security issues. I believe that a strengthened and renewed EU will be an 
even better transatlantic partner with the United States. And so we are 
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extraordinarily appreciative and supportive of the efforts that they’ve made and the 
leadership of these three gentlemen. 
 
Our discussions today built on my April meeting with all 27 EU leaders in Prague. We 
discussed our shared commitment to success in Afghanistan and Pakistan, where EU 
civilian assistance has played an absolutely critical role. 
 
We discussed climate change extensively, and all of us agreed that it was imperative 
for us to redouble our efforts in the weeks between now and the Copenhagen 
meeting to assure that we create a framework for progress in dealing with what is a 
potential ecologic disaster. 
 
We discussed the situation in Iran and emphasized how important it is for the United 
States and the European Union to coordinate carefully and closely in sending a clear 
message to Tehran that we want them to be a full member of the community of 
nations, but that they have to act consistent with international rules and 
responsibilities with respect to their nuclear program. 
 
We reaffirmed our commitment to strong, sustained economic growth that was 
articulated by the G20 in Pittsburgh, and reaffirmed our intent to continue to expand 
trade and resist protectionist measures between the United States and the European 
Union. 
 
And we spoke about how we can actually coordinate more effectively in preventing 
terrorism from spreading between our various countries. We also had a discussion 
about the Middle East and how we can work together closely on that front. 
 
Over all, I want to say a special congratulations to President Barroso, who’s been 
reelected for another five-year term. He has done an excellent job in his role with 
the Commission. And I want to thank Fredrik for the leadership that he’s shown on a 
wide range of issues, not just within Europe but around the globe as well. Javier has 
been a critical partner with us in dealing with the Iran issue. 
 
So these three gentlemen have shown global leadership. I’m glad they had a chance 
to visit the United States, and I’m absolutely committed to continuing to strengthen 
the transatlantic partnership that this meeting represents. 
 
PRIME MINISTER REINFELDT: Well, thank you very much, Barack. Thank you for the 
hospitality. This is also very important for Europe to value this trust, cooperation 
with the United States, and since we share the same values. And I think we had a 
very good meeting. 
 
We had at length a discussion about climate change. And I want to say that we need 
an agreement that can deliver on the 2-degree target that could give us a solution on 
financing and that is global and that keeps -- puts everyone together. That is what 
we need to see. 
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And I want to say that I think President Obama has shown real leadership on this 
issue. When we talk to people here in the United States they all come back to this, 
that President Obama himself is very committed. He has great knowledge in this 
item and we have great hopes for your leadership in this issue. 
 
When it comes to Afghanistan, we also have a close partnership in Afghanistan. We 
have a huge representation also on European Union side; we have 35,000 troopers 
there and more than a billion euros a year that we actually invest in development 
resources given to Afghanistan. So of course we need to have a close working 
relation when it comes to finding a way for Afghani ownership of the development in 
Afghanistan. 
 
We actually have also delivered on four points. We have a start on cooperating on 
energy and launched an EU-U.S. ministerial energy council. Our foreign energy 
ministers will have their first meeting tomorrow, which we welcome. Secondly, we 
intensify our cooperation and dialogue on transatlantic economic integration in 
order to reduce the barriers of trade. 
 
Third, deliverance is restored on dialogue and development on global food security, 
climate change litigation, and the Millennium Development Goals; and last, to 
intensify the EU-U.S. cooperation on anti-microbio resistance. So we are very glad for 
all of these deliverances as well. 
 
Thank you. 
 
PRESIDENT OBAMA: Excellent. 
 
PRESIDENT BARROSO: I think President Obama and Prime Minister Reinfeldt already 
made the most important points regarding this very productive meeting we just had. 
I’d like to thank President Obama for his very kind words to the European Union. In 
fact, we believe that is more important than ever, this relationship. 
 
In this age of globalization it is quite obvious that the United States and Europe can 
make a real difference. There are so many issues on the global agenda, from climate 
change to financial and economic cooperation, to trade -- many issues that we have 
discussed today. 
 
Regarding climate change I want to tell that I am more confident now than I was in 
days before. The Copenhagen -- this issue has been slow, but I would like once again 
to pay tribute to President Obama’s leadership. As I said earlier, President Obama 
changed the climate on the climate negotiations because with the strong leadership 
of United States we can indeed make an agreement. We are working toward a 
framework agreement in Copenhagen that will be an important agreement for the 
world. 
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And we had particularly a very good discussion on this today and I think it was one of 
the most important points of our exchange. 
 
Of course I want to repeat what President Obama and Prime Minister Reinfeldt just 
said, it is extremely important on the other issues like Afghanistan and Pakistan and 
the issue of global security also we work together, now negotiating it with the Lisbon 
Treaty -- the Lisbon Treaty, the treaty that we will give the European Union a 
reinforced capacity to act, a more clear position also, externally working with our 
main partners, and of course working especially with our American friends. 
 
PRESIDENT OBAMA: Javier. 
 
PRESIDENT SOLANA: I have nothing to add, Mr. President. (Laughter.) Mr. President, 
thank you very much for your hospitality. We appreciate it. 
 
PRESIDENT OBAMA: Well, thank you very much. You should understand that the rule 
in Washington is even if you don’t have anything to say -- (laughter) -- you should 
take a long time to say it. (Laughter.) So obviously we’ll have to give you more 
training. (Laughter.) 
 
Thank you very much, everybody. 
 
END 4:19 P.M. EST 
 
(end transcript) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Text: Statement by President Obama on Iran 
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(begin text) 
 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary 
November 4, 2009 
 
Statement by President Barack Obama on Iran 
 
Thirty years ago today, the American Embassy in Tehran was seized. The 444 days 
that began on November 4, 1979 deeply affected the lives of courageous Americans 
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who were unjustly held hostage, and we owe these Americans and their families our 
gratitude for their extraordinary service and sacrifice.  
 
This event helped set the United States and Iran on a path of sustained suspicion, 
mistrust, and confrontation. I have made it clear that the United States of America 
wants to move beyond this past, and seeks a relationship with the Islamic Republic 
of Iran based upon mutual interests and mutual respect. We do not interfere in 
Iran’s internal affairs. We have condemned terrorist attacks against Iran. We have 
recognized Iran’s international right to peaceful nuclear power. We have 
demonstrated our willingness to take confidence-building steps along with others in 
the international community. We have accepted a proposal by the International 
Atomic Energy Agency to meet Iran’s request for assistance in meeting the medical 
needs of its people. We have made clear that if Iran lives up to the obligations that 
every nation has, it will have a path to a more prosperous and productive 
relationship with the international community.  
 
Iran must choose. We have heard for thirty years what the Iranian government is 
against; the question, now, is what kind of future it is for. The American people have 
great respect for the people of Iran and their rich history. The world continues to 
bear witness to their powerful calls for justice, and their courageous pursuit of 
universal rights.  It is time for the Iranian government to decide whether it wants to 
focus on the past, or whether it will make the choices that will open the door to 
greater opportunity, prosperity, and justice for its people. 
 
(end text) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Transcript: This Week from Washington, October 30 
(Podcast on Clinton’s visit to Pakistan, religious freedom report) (1012) 
 
(begin transcript) 
 
Narrator: 
 
This is an America.gov podcast ( 
http://stream.state.gov/streamvol/libmedia/iraq/475/usinfoweek/ww_103009.mp3 
). 
 
For print versions of articles, multimedia, and subscription information, visit 
www.america.gov. 
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Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton condemned those behind a recent suicide 
attack in Peshawar, Pakistan. Clinton called the attackers “cowardly,” and said the 
United States stands “shoulder to shoulder” with the Pakistani people as they 
confront violent extremists. The attack, which targeted a women’s market and 
reportedly killed 80 people, came as Clinton made her first trip to Pakistan as 
secretary of state. 
 
Speaking with Pakistani Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi in Islamabad on 
October 28th, the secretary challenged the attackers. If the attackers are so sure of 
their beliefs, she said, let them join the democratic political process and make their 
case that they don’t want girls to go to school and women to be given their rights. 
 
Clinton said that this fight is not Pakistan’s alone. The United States will give Pakistan 
the help it needs in the struggle to achieve peace and security in the country. Clinton 
called for a defeat of the hard-core elements of extremism, and said there should be 
openness to those who renounce violence and wish to begin reintegrating 
themselves into mainstream society. 
 
Foreign Minister Qureshi said Pakistan faces terrorist attacks daily, but said his 
country’s resolve and determination to fight remains firm in the face of the latest 
violence. He welcomed Clinton’s visit and the U.S. commitment to help develop 
Pakistan’s democratic institutions, saying that commitment is a powerful message 
for the people of Pakistan. 
 
In remarks before her arrival in Pakistan, Clinton addressed misunderstandings over 
a $7.5 billion nonmilitary assistance bill passed by the U.S. Congress. The legislation, 
known as the Kerry-Lugar bill, is intended to provide more help to Pakistan on the 
civilian side. She said there has been “misinformation” over what the legislation 
requires from Pakistan. In an interview with Sami Abraham of Geo TV on October 
26th, Clinton said there are no conditions imposed on Pakistan by the bill. She said 
the United States has an obligation to the American taxpayer, because the U.S. 
government is asking American citizens to help Pakistan. The United States has a 
reimbursement accountability schedule which is used with everyone around the 
world, she said. 
 
Both the United States and Pakistan “have governments with bureaucracies,” the 
secretary said, and “they’re not the easiest things to move and make do what they 
should do. But we are very committed to this relationship.” 
 
The United States recognizes that, like everyone else, the Pakistani people want 
good jobs, better incomes and livelihoods, education, and health care for their 
children. There are misperceptions and misunderstandings existing not only between 
the two governments, but also between the Pakistani and American peoples. Clinton 
said it is important for Americans and others “to recognize the high price that the 
Pakistanis are paying” in taking a stand against violent extremism. 
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En route to Islamabad October 27th, Clinton told reporters that the Obama 
administration is trying to turn a page in the U.S. relationship with Pakistan from 
“what has been in the last several years primarily a security anti-terrorist agenda” to 
a much broader engagement. 
 
The State Department recently released its 2009 Annual Report on International 
Religious Freedom. At a special briefing October 26th, Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton said that there must be a sensible balance between freedom of 
religion and freedom of speech, and that an individual’s ability to practice his or her 
religion has no bearing on others’ freedom of speech. “The protection of speech 
about religion is particularly important, she said. “These differences should be met 
with tolerance, not with the suppression of discourse.” 
 
The best antidote to intolerance is a combination of comprehensive legal protections 
against discrimination and hate crimes, government outreach to minority religious 
groups, and the defense of both freedom of religion and freedom of expression. 
 
Clinton said the United States will always seek to counter negative stereotypes of 
individuals based on their religion and will stand against discrimination and 
persecution. Freedom of religion is a founding principle of the United States — but it 
is a universal value, not just an American value. It is a freedom guaranteed to all 
people in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights. 
 
According to Clinton, freedom of religion allows nations to become more stable, 
secure and prosperous. The introduction to the International Religious Freedom 
report states that authoritarian regimes that repress religious groups and ideas in 
the name of stability create the very conditions that subvert their stated goals. 
Repression radicalizes populations, and interference in peaceful religious practice 
can harden resentment against the state and lead some to separatism or insurgency. 
Governments must ensure that their policies on religion do not have negative 
international consequences. 
 
This year’s report contains assessments of 198 countries and territories, making it 
one of the most comprehensive reports available. Eight countries “of particular 
concern” were identified by the State Department as having serious religious 
freedom violations: Burma, China, Eritrea, Iran, North Korea, Saudi Arabia, Sudan 
and Uzbekistan. Although the report highlights abuses by states and societies, it also 
draws attention to positive steps many countries and organizations are taking. In her 
remarks, Clinton commended the leadership of the Philippines in the Tripartite 
Forum on Interfaith Cooperation for Peace at the United Nations, Jordan’s role in 
initiating the “A Common Word” dialogue, and many other international and 
domestic initiatives. 
 
The International Religious Freedom Act of 1998 designates the promotion of 
religious freedom for all persons as a core objective of U.S. foreign policy. The United 
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States is expanding programs that work to bridge the divide between religious 
groups. These efforts build on the shared values and common concerns of faith 
communities to promote lasting peace. 
 
Narrator: 
 
This podcast is produced by the U.S. Department of State's Bureau of International 
Information Programs. Links to other Internet sites or opinions expressed should not 
be considered an endorsement of other content and views. 
 
(end transcript) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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