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Kanal 77:  It is my honor to welcome today DAS Rosemary DiCarlo from the Bureau of Eurasian and 

European Affairs.  Ms. Di Carlo, July 9th is getting very near. Do you think it is possible that the name 

dispute be solved within this deadline? 

DAS DiCarlo:  First of all, everything is possible.  Obviously we would like to see the resolution of this 

issue sooner rather than later, but one should not look at this as only the 9th of July.  This is an issue that 

needs to be worked.  We urge the parties to discuss this issue intensely and to try to reach a resolution, 

but we want to see them continue discussing it and to see a resolution come soon so that Macedonia 

can indeed receive the invitation from NATO.  The point I am trying to make is that I don’t think that 

there should be any discouragement if for some reason talks continue beyond that date.   

Kanal 77:  This is the second deadline after Bucharest that is going to be missed if the issue is not solved.  

How do you think the Macedonian people would receive this and how would it be possible to maintain 

the high level of support for NATO enlargement? 

DAS DiCarlo:  I will speak for NATO since we are members and we are actively engaged in trying to 

enlarge NATO.  First of all, I think the Macedonian people should be very, very pleased to see that all 

NATO allies agreed that Macedonia met the criteria for a NATO invitation. That is quite an achievement 

and it took a lot of hard work.  We know the reason why Macedonia’s invitation was not offered at the 

time.  It is an issue that is a bilateral issue and one that should be resolved but I think the fact that the 

entire NATO membership made it very clear that Macedonia is ready for a NATO invitation is something 

that should encourage people.  We would like to see continued efforts on the part of the Macedonian 

people.  I know that there is quite a platform for reforms, continued efforts for these reforms, obviously 

more progress on the EU track.  That is really key and I know that there will be a review in fall of 

Macedonia’s progress.  I would not be dispirited at all.   

Kanal 77:  After the last meeting of Secretary Rice with Greek Foreign Minister Bakoyannis in Berlin, the 

Greek press came out with information that Secretary Rice presented a specific proposal on overcoming 

the issue.  Is there such a proposal and, if there is, what does it contain? 

DAS DiCarlo:  First of all, there is no specific proposal.  There is no U.S. proposal for resolving the issue.  

Our proposal is to support the UN process, to support Ambassador Nimetz.  We have encouraged both 

Athens and Skopje for some time now to work closely with Ambassador Nimetz.  He is an excellent 

negotiator and we give him our full support.  But the U.S. does not have a proposal of its own.   

Kanal 77:  So, where is the setback here?  If both sides say they are willing to negotiate, and the 

mediator regularly presents proposals, why has the issue not been resolved yet? 



2 | P a g e  
 

DAS DiCarlo:  This is a very difficult issue both for Macedonia and for Greece.  It has been a longstanding 

issue, a very difficult one.  We have seen however that the two sides have discussed this of late, have at 

times come closer together than others and our view is that what is necessary is continued dialogue and 

utmost flexibility on the part of both sides.   

Kanal 77:  At the Bucharest summit, even up until the last day, President Bush stated that all A3 

countries should get NATO invitations and this did not happen for known reasons.  Now, it appears that 

Greece is again reluctant in receiving the mediator.  Is this starting to become more than merely the 

name issue?  Is it starting to affect the relations between the U.S. and Greece? 

DAS DiCarlo: We have excellent relations with Greece, we have excellent relations with Macedonia, and 

we intend to continue our cooperation with both countries.  We work closely together on a range of 

issues, U.S. –Greece, U.S. –Macedonia, certainly.  My understanding is that Ambassador Nimetz was just 

in Athens, that he was in Athens before he came here today. 

Kanal 77:  How hard of a blow was the decision not to invite Macedonia for the U.S. policy regarding the 

Balkans in general, as well as the enlargement of NATO? 

DAS DiCarlo:  You know that our policy for the region is based on integration in Euro-Atlantic 

institutions.  We believe this is the best way to ensure stability in the region, and prosperity.  We think 

we have made a lot of progress- you have made a lot of progress in the region.  We had three countries 

that were candidates for NATO membership, we have other countries in Partnership for Peace- all of 

them in the region except for Kosovo that just became independent- both Bosnia-Herzegovina and 

Montenegro received an offer to engage in intensified dialogue with NATO in Bucharest, so we think the 

policy is going well, moving along.  We want to see everybody moving more quickly, we want to see 

Macedonia receiving an invitation, we want to see other countries move forward- after intensified 

dialogue the next stage is (inaudible).  The Bucharest Summit also made very clear that Serbia, when it is 

ready, NATO will consider intensified dialogue for Serbia as well.  So, I think that we can all be very 

encouraged on how fast and how well the region has moved on the NATO path.  For the EU, and I don’t 

want to speak for the EU, I think we have seen tremendous progress there as well.   

Kanal 77:  This issue has been going on for the past 18 years and there is not a lot of progress.  Obviously 

any solution reached is not going to be an easy solution, it is going to be a complex one. Do you see the 

possibility of a referendum as part of this solution? 

DAS DiCarlo:  It is certainly not for me to say how this solution will take place internally in any country.  

For us, what we want to see first and foremost is the two sides, the two governments to come to an 

agreement on the name so that they can take it further.   

Kanal 77: Ms. DiCarlo, as I understand today you had a separate meeting with the Macedonian 

negotiator, Mr Dimitrov.  Why was it necessary to have such a separate meeting?   

DAS DiCarlo:  First of all, Mr. Dimitrov is an old friend, he was the Macedonian Ambassador to 

Washington and we worked very well and very closely with him there.  I always see Ambassador 

Dimitrov when I am here and he is in town.  Similarly, we often see each other in the U.S.  Certainly, we 
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discussed with Ambassador Dimitrov a range of issues since he has played such a critical role in our 

bilateral relationship and he is your name negotiator obviously, so that is an important issue for us as 

well. 

Kanal 77:  What concerns Macedonian people probably the most in all of this issue is the question of the 

identity.  They are afraid that if another name is accepted for the country that it might jeopardize the 

identity and raise questions on whether the adjective “Macedonian” can be used to express the identity 

and the language.  Do you see that this is causing strains on the negotiating process, having in mind that 

you have contacts with both sides?  Do they mention this question?   

DAS DiCarlo:  First of all, we have tried very hard not to get involved in the content of the negotiations.  

That’s really for Ambassador Nimetz to do.  That is why he has been appointed by the UN and we think 

the UN is the right vehicle for leading such a process.  We are not involved in the specifics of the 

negotiation.  Our role here is to encourage the sides to move forward, to be flexible and to work 

together to have a very good relationship.   

Kanal 77:  Is this about the identity, because there were media reports recently stating that at the 

meeting between Rice and Bakoyannis this was one of the key issues and that Rice asked that Greece 

withdraw from the identity issue in return for an acceptance of another name.  Is this the plan? 

DAS DiCarlo:  Well, first of all, again, I think one has to be very careful what one reads about internal 

bilateral discussions. That’s one.  Secondly, as I have said, we are leaving the substance of this to 

Ambassador Nimetz and we know that with his good offices he will take this process as far as he can.   

Kanal 77:  How constant is the U.S. policy after the election period?  There are some concerns that if any 

changes occur on the U.S. political scene after the presidential elections, that it might cause changes in 

policy towards the region and especially on the name issue.  Macedonians are afraid that the U.S. might 

revise its decision for recognizing the constitutional name of the country. 

DAS DiCarlo:  I think it is quite clear that on most issues there is quite a degree of a partisan consensus.  

Our foreign policy has been based on that over the years.  We see that today as well --with a few 

exceptions obviously, (inaudible) always nuances in any policy -- but I think it has been very clear over 

the last three administrations, the last three American presidents, that policy towards this region has 

been the same.  The policy has been that:  one, we want to see this region as part of Europe. We think it 

is needed for Europe, as President Bush likes to say: whole, free and at peace.  We want to see the 

region in Euro-Atlantic institutions.  That has been the policy of the last three presidents coming from 

two different- - our two major parties.  I do not see a change in that particular focus.   

Kanal 77:  Macedonia just finished its election process and sadly it was marked by violence on Election 

Day.  Does this jeopardize Macedonia’s aspirations for Euro-Atlantic integration? 

DAS DiCarlo:  Well, I will be very clear about this.  We were disappointed, very disappointed to see what 

happened on the 1st of June, to see the incidents of violence, of fraud and intimidation that surrounded 

the elections, or parts of the elections.  We were nevertheless pleased to see that many of those who 

were violators have been arrested, are to be prosecuted.  The reruns on June 15 went considerably 
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better and we were pleased to see that as well.  It was a real demonstration of the professionalism of 

the police, who were allowed to do their jobs this time- the law enforcement officials.  We are hoping 

that the polling that will take place on June 29 will go well as well.  We hope indeed that the new 

government will look at some of the recommendations of international observers, of ODIHR and 

implement them, institute any of the systemic changes that will be needed, so that this situation does 

not arise again.  Obviously, Macedonia has to stay on a certain path to be a full member of the Euro-

Atlantic community, of the EU, but we still strongly support Macedonia’s membership in NATO and 

strongly support NATO providing an invitation to Macedonia.   

Kanal 77:  Does it change the view of the international community if it is taken into consideration that 

some of the irregularities or all of the irregularities occurred in parts of the country inhabited mainly by 

ethnic Albanians? 

DAS DiCarlo:  I think that it is clear that whenever there are problems with elections, it receives a lot of 

international focus, and this is in any country-  in NATO, out of NATO, in the EU, out of the EU.  

Obviously, it does not help the image of a country.  Nevertheless, what also affects the image of a 

country is how it addresses such kinds of problems.  What we do want to see is continued efforts to 

arrest, to prosecute and to make the system better. 

Kanal 77:  Today you asked Macedonian authorities to speed up the process of forming the new 

government- this is in fact the impression of the media from your press conference.  Why is it important 

to have a government so soon, even before the deadline? 

DAS DiCarlo:  I did not mean to give the impression -- I certainly did not come here to ask them to speed 

up the formation of a government.  What I said was we hope to see rapid formation of a government.  I 

believe they have 20 days.  So, my intent at all was not to convey that message and I hope that your 

program will correct that.  I am here on a regularly scheduled visit to the region.  I like coming to 

Macedonia, it is always interesting to come here and I wanted to take the opportunity to talk about a 

range of issues with the President and the PM.  On the issue of government formation obviously we 

strongly support their efforts to form a government soon, we think it is important.  We hope to see a 

government that is going to follow the reform path of previous governments, that is, not only reforms 

needed for continuation on the NATO path, but also implementation of the Ohrid Agreement, which is 

extremely important.   

Kanal 77:  Having in mind the previous elections and the strain that it caused not taking DUI in the 

government, what would you suggest now?  The international community and the U.S. were the ones 

appealing for DUI to enter the government in order to go back to parliament and so on.   Do you think 

that for the type of consensus and political dialogue that you expect from Macedonia as a candidate 

country, it is important to have one or both Albanian parties in the government? 

DAS DiCarlo:  Well, first of all, it is really not up to us, it is not up to the United States, it is not up to 

Europe to decide or even really comment on who should be in the government.  It is up to Macedonians 

themselves.  President Crvenkovski has given the mandate to PM Gruevski to form a government.  We 

only hope, as I said, that the government will be formed in due time, on time and as far as who is in the 
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government, it is not really a decision for us to make.  I do want to correct perhaps another 

misperception in that a couple of years ago again we took the same position – it is not for us to decide 

how Macedonia organizes itself and who is in Macedonia’s government.  We can only say what we 

would hope to see from a new government, and that is exactly what I have mentioned:  a desire, 

certainly strong support for the implementation of Ohrid and the desire to continue on the NATO and 

EU path.   

Kanal 77:  During your past visit, before the NATO summit, you appealed for the implementation of the 

May Agreement.   This was one of the key criteria for Macedonia to get the invitation.  After the 

Bucharest Summit, do these obligations still remain or is it something outdated? 

DAS DiCarlo:  It was very clearly stated at Bucharest that once the name issue was resolved an invitation 

can be issued to Macedonia.  So, Macedonia has met the criteria.  That said, obviously we expect that 

many of the reforms that have been agreed to, that have been begun, will continue.  It is not a question 

of rolling back, if you will.  But it is very, very important to understand that what is important here is 

what happens on the ground of Macedonia, apart from NATO, apart from EU, it is: how does Macedonia 

function, how do the various communities in Macedonia get along with each other, create a functional 

government, a vibrant society- that’s what is really important. 

Kanal 77:  Many Macedonians are still on the U.S. black list and are banned from traveling to the U.S.  

One of them is even the leader of a political party that is about or not about to enter the government.  

In the Macedonian press recently there have been headlines that the U.S. is forgetting (inaudible), so it’s 

not forgetting anything.  Are you thinking of revising the list, are these people still a danger to the U.S.? 

DAS DiCarlo:  First of all we don’t have a black list in the States.  I think what you are referring to is a list 

that has been developed by our Department of Treasury.  It states that the U.S. should not have 

financial transactions with those individuals on the list.  Any individual who feels that he should not be 

on the list or should be removed from the list may indeed apply to the Department of Treasury, provide 

required information, and it will be looked at and given serious consideration.   

Kanal 77:  So it is up to them? 

DAS Di Carlo:  It is up to them to appeal.  Their being on the list is obviously decided in Washington. 

Kanal 77:  And you don’t have problems meeting these people when you come to Skopje? 

DAS Di Carlo:  We think that dialogue is important.  It is important to talk to people, to talk to the 

players here and to have an exchange of opinion on various issues.   

Kanal 77:  You talked to Macedonian authorities today about Kosovo and the process of recognition of 

Kosovo.  At the press conference you stated that the U.S. is interested that as many countries as 

possible recognize Kosovo.  Is this the message that you are conveying to Macedonia as a country that 

still has not recognized Kosovo? 

DAS DiCarlo:  First of all, it is up to Macedonia to decide when it recognizes Kosovo, if it recognizes 

Kosovo.  The Government has said it is not a question of “if,” it is a question of “when.”  It is their 
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decision when they do so.  My point only is that we do want to support an independent Kosovo.  We 

now have 43 countries that have recognized it.  There will be a donors’ conference on the 11th of July in 

Brussels, hosted by the European Commission to support Kosovo, to provide funding, to help them 

implement various aspects of the Ahtisaari plan.  It is an important issue.  I think it is important for the 

region.  Kosovo had been marginalized for quite a long time, in a situation -- in a kind of limbo if you will 

-- under UN administration.  And, we do want to see more countries recognize it but it is a decision of 

those countries, and it certainly is a decision of Macedonia.   

Kanal 77:  Having in mind the division between the two parts of Kosovo-- is this putting a strain on the 

security of the region in general, and especially the security of Macedonia as a neighboring country? 

DAS DiCarlo:  Obviously, it is a very difficult issue.  Kosovo has been a complicated issue for some time.  

It is complicated now obviously because of the concerns of Kosovo Serbs who would far prefer to still be 

part of Serbia, because of the concerns of Belgrade, and obviously all the neighbors would want to see a 

very stable environment.  The point that I would like to make is that the Ahtisaari plan has a number of 

provisions that we hope will improve the situation on the ground.  First of all, Serbs living in Kosovo may 

still retain citizenship from Serbia, they may have dual citizenship, which I think is important.  There are 

provisions in the plan for contacts with Belgrade, provisions in the plan for receiving funding from 

Belgrade for local initiatives, municipalities, hospitals, schools, certainly provisions for a number of ties 

among Serbian municipalities and ties with Belgrade.  I think that once these provisions are fully 

understood and realized, the situation will become much less complicated and more stable.  The 

situation in the north obviously is special because it has a greater concentration of Serbs.  It is a situation 

that we will pay a lot of attention to, the European Union will, KFOR will, because we want to see not 

only Kosovo prosper, but we want to see everyone in the region prosper.   

Kanal 77:  Thank you. 

DAS Di Carlo:  Thank you very much.  It has been a pleasure.   
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