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AGOA Forum Seeks to Expand U.S.-Africa Trade and Investment 
(Assistant Secretary Johnnie Carson speaks to African diplomats) (749) 
 
By Charles W. Corey 
Staff Writer 
 
Washington τ The eighth African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) Forum, which 
will be held in Nairobi, Kenya, August 4ς6, is the only ministerial event held annually 
between the United States and sub-Saharan Africa, said the assistant secretary of 
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state for African affairs, Ambassador Johnnie Carson, who said the Obama 
ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŜǇŜƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ 
 
Carson spoke to the African diplomatic corps in Washington June 19 at the State 
Department, along with Peter Ogego, the Kenyan ambassador to the United States, 
whose country will host the forum. They were joined by a broad array of other senior 
U.S. officials who plan to attend the trade ministerial. All had gathered to brief the 
diplomatic corps on the ministerial and to solicit input. 
 
President Obama, with the close support of Secretary of State Hillary Rodham 
/ƭƛƴǘƻƴΣ άǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƎŀƎŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜƭȅΣ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΣέ /ŀǊǎƻƴ ǘƻƭŘ Ƙƛǎ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΣ 
in one of his first appearances before the African diplomatic corps as assistant 
ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ŀŦŦŀƛǊǎΦ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ 
ŀƎŜƴŘŀΣέ ƘŜ ǘƻƭŘ Ƙƛǎ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΦ ά²Ŝ ǾŀƭǳŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
international community, and it is our determination to try to strengthen the 
relationship, build it as broadly and as deeply as we possibly can. 
 
άLƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ōǊƛŘƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άƛǘ ƛǎ 
indeed a two-way street. We can do our part, and we are determined to do that. We 
hope that we will have strong partners on the other side to help work with us to help 
ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ƻǳǊ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΦέ 
 
!Dh! ƛǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά!Dh! ƛǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ 
the relationship in the area of trade and commerce, and we want to do more. We 
ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎΦέ 
 
Carson, a former U.S. ambassador to Uganda, Zimbabwe and Kenya, said the United 
{ǘŀǘŜǎ ƛǎ άŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊƛƭȅ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘέ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ YŜƴȅŀ ǿƛƭƭ Ƙƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƛƎƘǘƘ 
AGOA fƻǊǳƳΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ άwŜŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Cǳƭƭ tƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƻŦ 
!Dh! ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 9ȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘΦέ 
 
¢ǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘΣ /ŀǊǎƻƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ ŀǊŜ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƳŀƴȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƭƛƴƪǎέ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
sub-{ŀƘŀǊŀƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΣ άǿhich share many historic bonds and 
ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΦέ 
 
The Trade and Development Act of 2000, which created AGOA, mandated an annual 
trade and economic cooperation forum with eligible sub-Saharan African nations to 
discuss expanding trade and investment relations between the United States and 
sub-Saharan Africa. The act offers tangible incentives for African countries to 
continue their efforts to open their economies and build free markets. 
 
At a time of economic crisis, he explained, it is important that both the United States 
and sub-{ŀƘŀǊŀƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ άǿƻǊƪ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ 
economic growth that have been made and lessen the negative impact of market 
ŦƭǳŎǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ 
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To ensure the widest possible U.S. government participation, Carson said, members 
of the U.S. Congress have been briefed on AGOA and have been asked as well for 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƛŜǿǎΦ ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ 
and the private sector to ensure that we have captured their concŜǊƴǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΣέ ƘŜ 
added. 
 
The AGOA Forum will begin with private sector and civil society events August 4 at 
the same time the Africa Consultative Group convenes. The ministerial will begin 
August 5 and conclude August 6. 
 
Carson praised the government ƻŦ YŜƴȅŀ ŦƻǊ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀƴ άŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ Ƨƻōέ ƻŦ 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŜŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ άŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭέ !Dh! 
Forum. 
 
Carson thanked the African diplomats for providing their suggestions on the AGOA 
CƻǊǳƳ ŀƴŘΣ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊΣ YŜƴȅŀΩǎ ŀƳōassador, Ogego, for his work to make the event 
a success. 
 
Topics to be covered at the forum range from democracy and good governance to 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ǘǊŀŘŜ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ άtƻǎǎƛōƭŜ 9ŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ Dƭƻōŀƭ 
/ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƻƴ !Dh!Σέ ά!ŦǊƛŎŀ ¢ǊŀŘŜΣέ ά{ǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ tǊƻǎǇŜŎǘǎΣέ ά¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ 
ŀƴŘ {ǳǇǇƭȅ /Ƙŀƛƴ LƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜέ ŀƴŘ άaŜŜǘƛƴƎ CƻƻŘ aŀǊƪŜǘǎ tƻǾŜǊǘȅ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ōȅ 
¢ǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ {ǘŀǇƭŜ CƻƻŘ aŀǊƪŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀŘŜ {ȅǎǘŜƳǎΦέ 
 
/ŀǊǎƻƴ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǘǎΥ ά²Ŝ ǾŀƭǳŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴǇǳǘΣ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ activity 
ƛƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŦƻǊǳƳ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ L ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ 
governments in Nairobi to make this one of the best AGOA Forums that we have 
ŜǾŜǊ ƘŀŘΦέ 
 
(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 
Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
NNNN 
 
 
*WPD202   06/30/2009 
aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ /ƻǳǇ ƛƴ IƻƴŘǳǊŀǎ wŜƳƛƴƛǎŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ά5ŀǊƪ tŀǎǘΣέ hōŀƳŀ {ŀȅǎ 
() (453) 
 
By Stephen Kaufman 
Staff Writer 
 
Washington τ The June 28 coup against Honduran President José Manuel Zelaya 
wƻǎŀƭŜǎ ƛǎ άƴƻǘ ƭŜƎŀƭέ ŀƴŘ ½Ŝƭŀȅŀ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
remainder of his term, President Obama says. 
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In remarks with Colombian President Alviro Uribe at the White House June 29, 
Obama said Central and Latin American countries have made enormous progress in 
establishing democratic traditions over the past 20 years, and the events in 
IƻƴŘǳǊŀǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƳƛƴƛǎŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ άŘŀǊƪ ǇŀǎǘΦέ 
 
άLǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜ ǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴǘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪǿŀǊŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ era in which 
we are seeing military coups as a means of political transition rather than democratic 
ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΣέ hōŀƳŀ ǎŀƛŘΦ  
 
hōŀƳŀ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ άƘŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎǘƻƻŘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘέ 
with emerging democracies in the region, but, in recent years, U.S. political leaders 
ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǿŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŦŀǾƻǊŀōƭŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ 
¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΦέ 
 
He said his administration is continuing to work with international organizations 
including the Organization of American States to resolve the crisis in a peaceful way. 
 
¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ άŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅΣ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŦ-
ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ Ƴǳǎt make decisions on their own 
about their leadership, Obama said. 
 
ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦŜŜƭ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ƭŜƎƛǘƛƳŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ 
ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƳǇƻǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ Χ ώŀƴŘϐ 
does not involve manipulations of the electorate or rigging of the electoral process 
ƻǊ ǊŜǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǾƻƛŎŜǎΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 
At the State Department, spokesman Ian Kelly said June 30 that all U.S. assistance to 
IƻƴŘǳǊŀǎ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ hŦŦƛce of the Legal Adviser 
ƛǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ IƻƴŘǳǊŀǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ άǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ 
ŦǳƴŘǎ ŎǳǘƻŦŦ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎΦέ ό{ŜŜ άIƻƴŘǳǊŀƴ /Ǌƛǎƛǎ aǳǎǘ 
be Resolved Peacefully and Lawfully ( http://www.america.gov/st/peacesec-
ŜƴƎƭƛǎƘκнллфκWǳƴŜκнллфлснфмрлсмфŜǎƴŀƳŦǳŀƪлΦнромлфнΦƘǘƳƭ ύΦέύ 
 
What occurred in Honduras, Kelly said, was inconsistent with the principles of the 
Inter-American Democratic Charter. The document, which is binding on all 34 OAS 
member states, says an unconstitutional interruption of the democratic order 
ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎ άŀƴ ƛƴǎǳǊƳƻǳƴǘŀōƭŜ ƻōǎǘŀŎƭŜ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
OAS. 
 
ά²Ŝ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ½Ŝƭŀȅŀ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘΣ Ŏƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
president of Honduras and should bŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜǊƳΣέ YŜƭƭȅ 
said. 
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! ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘ ƻŦ hōŀƳŀΩǎ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ¦ǊƛōŜ ό ƘǘǘǇΥκκǿǿǿΦŀƳŜǊƛŎŀΦƎƻǾκǎǘκǘŜȄǘǘǊŀƴǎ-
english/2009/June/20090630115721emffen0.2634655.html&distid=ucs ) is available 
on America.gov. 
 
What foreign affairs decisions should President Obama consider? Comment on 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΦƎƻǾΩǎ ōƭƻƎ ό ƘǘǘǇΥκκōƭƻƎǎΦŀƳŜǊƛŎŀΦƎƻǾκŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴκнллфκлмκнмκŘŀȅ-2-what-
should-obama%e2%80%99s-top-priorities-be/ ). 
 
(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 
Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
NNNN 
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tŜŀŎŜ /ƻǊǇǎΥ ά.ƻǊƴ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ ōǳǘ [ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ²ŀƭƪ ƛƴ DƘŀƴŀέ 
(Corps nurtures nearly half-century link to Ghana, recruits older volunteers) (828) 
 
By Phillip Kurata 
Staff Writer 
 
Washington τ ¢ƘŜ tŜŀŎŜ /ƻǊǇǎΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ WƻƘƴ CΦ YŜƴƴŜŘȅΩǎ ŜƴŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
legacies, was launched in Ghana in 1961. Nearly a half century later, the corps is still 
going strong in the West African country, with volunteers involved in teaching, 
health and sanitation training, natural resource management and small business 
development. 
 
ά¢ƘŜ tŜŀŎŜ /ƻǊǇǎ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ ōǳǘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ DƘŀƴŀΣέ tŜŀŎŜ /ƻǊǇǎ 
director for Ghana Michael Koffman told America.gov. 
 
The first batch of volunteers to go abroad, 52 of them, stepped off a plane in Accra 
ƻƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ олΣ мфсмΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ȅƻǳƴƎΣ ƛŘŜŀƭƛǎǘƛŎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ƘŀŘ ƘŜŜŘŜŘ YŜƴƴŜŘȅΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ 
ǎŜǊǾŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŀǳƎǳǊŀƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΥ ά!ƴŘ ǎƻΣ Ƴȅ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΥ !ǎƪ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ 
country can do for you τ ŀǎƪ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦέ 
 
Volunteers in 1961 were assigned to education and literacy projects. In the 1970s 
and 1980s, the scope of work expanded to teaching math, science, business, and 
French in secondary schools, as well as providing special education for the mentally 
disabled, teacher training, and agricultural technology τ άŀ ǿƛŘŜΣ ǿƛŘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜέ ƻŦ 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΣ ƛƴ YƻŦŦƳŀƴΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎΦ 
 
Despite coups and other political upheavals, the Peace Corps has maintained an 
uninterrupted presence in Ghana, a relationship rare among developing countries.  
 
άDƘŀƴŀ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊƻǾŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǎǘŀōƭŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΣέ YƻŦŦƳŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ άŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ DƘŀƴŀƛŀƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
working out internal issues. The government and people of Ghana have always 
treated volunteers warmly, and their safety has never been threatened. Ghana has 
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always cherished its relationship with the Peace Corps. As a result, it has been 
ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊΦέ 
 
DƘŀƴŀΩǎ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƳŀǘǳǊƛǘȅΣ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нллу ǘƘŀǘ 
brought John Atta Mills to the Ghanaian presidency, has contributed to that 
ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΦ ά¢ƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ƎǊŀŎŜŦǳƭƭȅΣ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΣέ YƻŦŦƳŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ άLǘ 
shows Ghana is a peaceful, forward-ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦέ ¢ƘŜ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ 
the fifth peaceful transfer of presidential power and the second time that an 
opposition candidate has won.  
 
When President Obama visits Ghana in July, 132 volunteers will be at work around 
the country, with another 63 new arrivals completing in-country training. Forty 
percent of the volunteers in Ghana are assigned to middle schools and high schools, 
ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅΦ άLƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊǎ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅΣ ǾŜǊȅ ƘƛƎƘΦ 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ ƛƴ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣέ YƻŦŦƳŀƴ 
said. The Peace Corps also has volunteers trained in sign language teaching visual 
arts in a school for the deaf. 
 
In the natural resource management program, Koffman highlighted the work of 
helping Ghanaians cultivate, harvest and market moringa trees, whose leaves have 
high nutritional value. 
 
In the health and sanitation sector, volunteers spread awareness of HIV/AIDS and 
malaria and how to avoid the diseases. Often they travel from village to village on 
bicycles, meeting people and giving presentations under coconut treeǎΦ ά¢ƘŜ 
opportunities present themselves in many shapes and times. We tell the volunteers 
ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƻ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΣ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΣ ǿƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΣέ YƻŦŦƳŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 
To promote small business development, volunteers have been teaching villagers to 
start savings clubs by accepting contributions of as little as $1 per week and building 
the total available for short-ǘŜǊƳ ƭƻŀƴǎΦ άLŦ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƻǳǘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƭƻŀƴ ŀƴŘ 
repays it, then money circulates around the village, and that has an extraordinary 
ŜŦŦŜŎǘΣέ Yƻffman said. 
 
A MATURE RELATIONSHIP 
 
In the nearly half century that Ghana and the Peace Corps have been working 
together, the Peace Corps has changed, as has the host country.  
 
One of the main changes is that the corps recruits more elderly volunteers now than 
in the early years, although the basic traits of generosity and zest for adventure 
apply across the generations. Last year, Ghana had the oldest serving volunteer, 85-
year-old Ralph Bernstein, who taught biology, chemistry and physics in a Ghanaian 
high school.  
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When Ron Tschetter was Peace Corps director from 2006 to 2008, he launched an 
initiative to boost the ranks of volunteers aged 55 or older from 5 percent to 15 
percent. Although Bernstein has left Ghana, volunteers in their 60s and 70s remain 
there, complementing the efforts of the younger volunteers. Tschetter said there are 
tens of millions of Americans born after World War II who are retiring in good health 
and are eager to contribute to a better world. Many have said they joined the Peace 
/ƻǊǇǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀǘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎƻǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ YŜƴƴŜŘȅΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ Ŏŀƭƭ 
to step forward and serve. 
 
άhƭŘŜǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƻƴŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
experience to get so much done without wasted movement. They are just as 
effective, if not more effective, especially in a place like Ghana where age is 
ǊŜǾŜǊŜŘΣέ YƻŦŦƳŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά¢ƘŜ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ƭŜƴŘ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ 
ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭΦέ 
 
(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 
Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
NNNN 
 
 
*WPD204   06/30/2009 
CǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƻŦ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ά.ǳƛƭǘ ƻƴ tǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ hǇŜƴ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘέ 
ό5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǎŜŜǎ άƳƻƳŜƴǘǳƳ ƻŦ ƻǇŜƴƴŜǎǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέύ 
(764) 
 
By Jim Fisher-Thompson 
Staff Writer 
 
Washington τ When President Lyndon Johnson signed the Freedom of Information 
!Ŏǘ όChL!ύ ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ пΣ мфссΣ άƘŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǇŜƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴ 
participation enshrined iƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ώƻŦ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜϐέ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
Founding Fathers in 1776, said Melanie Pustay, director of the Office of Information 
Policy (OIP) at the Department of Justice.  
 
Even with the 190-ȅŜŀǊ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ άōƻǘƘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǘǿƛƴŜŘΣέ tǳǎǘay told 
America.gov June 25. OIP was established in 1981 to oversee administration of FOIA 
issues in 92 federal agencies. 
 
In the United States, FOIA applies only to the executive branch of the federal 
government. Citizens, noncitizens, organizations and businesses may make requests 
for documents without having to give a reason. Exemptions to disclosure include 
sensitive documents relating to defense and diplomatic matters. States also have 
ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ όChLύ ƭŀǿǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎΦ ό{ŜŜ άCǊŜŜdom of 
Information Is Bedrock of Free and Open Societies ( http://www.america.gov/st/usg-
ŜƴƎƭƛǎƘκнллфκWǳƴŜκнллфлслрмснфппмŜƧǊŜƘǎƛCлΦуротрсмΦƘǘƳƭ ύΦέύ 
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Openness is important to the Obama administration, Pustay said. In his second day 
in office, Obama refined the concept of transparency and government responsibility 
in a memo sent to all federal agencies. 
 
¢ƘŜ ƳŜƳƻΣ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴ 
ǘǳǊƴ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴŎȅΦ IŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ Ψǘƻ ŀŘƻǇǘ ŀ ǇǊŜǎǳƳǇǘƛon in favor of 
ŘƛǎŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ Χ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŘƻǳōǘΣ ƻǇŜƴƴŜǎǎ 
ǇǊŜǾŀƛƭǎΦΩέ 
 
!ǎ ŎƘƛŜŦ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ ChL!Σ tǳǎǘŀȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²Ŝ ώŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ WǳǎǘƛŎŜϐ ƭƛƪŜ 
to think of ourselves as the champion of FOIA within the government. Our key role is 
ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘΦέ 
 
¢ƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǎ ŀƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ŜŀŎƘ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ChL! ŀƴŘ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ άƘƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŜȅ Ǝƻǘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ Ƙƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ 
did it take to respond and what ŜȄŜƳǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǳǎŜΣέ tǳǎǘŀȅ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 
The executive branch of the federal government gets nearly 4 million FOIA requests 
a year, Pustay said. The vast bulk, about 80 percent, comes from citizens who want 
information about pensions and other personal data.  
 
ά²ƘŜƴ L Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴŎȅ 
ƭŀǿǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀǎǘƻǳƴŘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘŀƎƎŜǊƛƴƎ ƴǳƳōŜǊΦέ 
 
ά! ±9w¸ D9b9wh¦{ {¸{¢9aέ 
 
ChL! Ƙŀǎ άōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣέ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘΣ tǳǎǘŀȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜlatively 
easy process for people requesting information. 
 
άLǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦέ hŦ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎ ƛǘ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ǘƻ 
ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ChL! ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΣ άǿŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǊŜŎƻǳǇ ŀōƻǳǘ о ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŦŜŜǎΦέ tǳǎǘŀȅ 
ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άƴƻƴōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǊŜquesters get the first two hours of search time for 
free as well as free copying of the first 100 documents. This is built into the law so 
ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 
 
Journalists are not charged any search fees for federal documents, she added, 
άōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜǿǎ-
ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎΦ 
 
FOIA ABROAD 
 
Over the past decade, Pustay has consulted with counterparts in Mexico, Chile, the 
United Kingdom, China and Argentina on how to expand and implement government 
transparency.  
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¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ άŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǳƳ ƻŦ ƻǇŜƴƴŜǎǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜΣέ ǎƘŜ 
said.  
 
ά¢ƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ŘƻƳƛƴƻ ŜŦŦŜŎǘΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ [atin America, with countries 
realizing the importance and significance of opening up their governments and 
having more participation by their citizens, fighting corruption, increasing 
ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴŎȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ƛƴǎǘƛƭƭ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 
Before Argentina recently instituted FOI laws, Pustay traveled there on a trip 
ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ άǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ Ƴȅ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ 
ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀŎƪ ChL ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎΦέ {ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƻƳ ǎƘŜ ƳŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿŜǊŜ άǾŜǊȅ 
enthusiastic aƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŎƻǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
standards of openness τ the logistics and system for requests τ imposed by our 
ChL!Φέ 
 
She made two trips to Mexico in 2008 to consult with officials drafting FOI laws. 
άaŜȄƛŎƻ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ in open government in Latin America, and a lot of other 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛǘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΦέ 
 
LƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƭŜŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ChL ƭŀǿǎΣ tǳǎǘŀȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ǇǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ 
ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ LΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴg on the issue in the United States. 
L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ¦Φ{Φ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǿƘƻǎŜ ōŜŜƴ 
ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀŘ ChL! ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΦέ 
 
(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 
Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Understanding the Carbon Cycle 
(Carbon cycles between Earth, atmosphere and oceans, affecting our climate) (911) 
 
By Daniel A. Gorelick 
Staff Writer 
 
Washington τ Carbon: the fourth most abundant element in the universe and the 
building block of life on Earth.  
 
Carbon moves throughout the Earth τ between the atmosphere, the oceans, 
sedimentary rock, soil and plants and animals τ in what scientists call the carbon 
cycle.  
 
¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŎȅŎƭŜ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƛǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘƛƴƎ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƛƴ 
the future. 
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ά¢ƻ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ƻŦ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
understand the functioning of the carbon system and predict the evolution of 
ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊƛŎ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŘƛƻȄƛŘŜΣέ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎ WƻǊƎŜ {ŀǊƳƛŜƴǘƻΣ {ǘŜǾŜ ²ƻŦǎȅ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мффф ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ά! ¦Φ{Φ /ŀǊōƻƴ /ȅŎƭŜ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ tƭŀƴΦέ 
 
In its pure form carbon exists as diamond or graphite, the lead in pencils. Bound to 
oxygen, hydrogen and other carbon atoms, carbon forms essential compounds: 
sugars and fats that provide energy for plants and animals; petroleum, coal and 
natural gas that power human activity; and carbon dioxide and methane, 
atmospheric gases that trap heat from the sun and warm the Earth. 
 
Plants, algae and some bacteria take up carbon dioxide from the atmosphere or 
oceans and convert it into sugars (carbon bound to other carbon, hydrogen and 
oxygen atoms), a process called photosynthesis. Animals eat sugar, a source of 
energy, and exhale carbon dioxide (carbon bound to two oxygen atoms) τ 
respiration. 
 
Animals and plants die and are buried in the earth, but their carbon compounds 
remain intact, a source of energy for microbes that feast on their remains and 
produce carbon dioxide and methane (carbon bound to four hydrogen atoms), some 
of which remains in the soil, some of which is released into the atmosphere.   
 
Sometimes, plant and animal remains are buried in the earth or sink to the ocean 
floor and are protected from microbes. Over hundreds of millions of years animal 
remains are compressed deeper and deeper into the earth. Tissue and bone are 
destroyed but the carbon still remains, having formed compounds called 
hydrocarbons, long chains of carbon atoms bound to each other and to hydrogen 
atoms. Hydrocarbons are the main component of coal and petroleum τ fossil fuels. 
 
Humans use fossil fuels to produce heat and electricity, and in doing so the 
hydrocarbons in fossil fuels are converted into carbon dioxide and released into the 
atmosphere. Atmospheric carbon dissolves into the oceans or is taken up by plants 
and the cycle continues.  
 
wƻŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ŎǊǳǎǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜŘ ƻŦ ŎŀǊōƻƴΣ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ 
carbon binds to minerals. Carbon dioxide dissolved in the ocean forms bicarbonate, 
which combines with calcium to form limestone.  
 
²ŜŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜǊƻǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎƘ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŎƻƳǇƻǳƴŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǊƻŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ŎǊǳǎǘ ƛƴǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ƻŎŜŀƴΦ /ŀǊōƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ ōŜƴŜŀǘƘ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ŎǊǳǎǘ τ a process called subduction 
τ and volcanoes, hot springs and geysers spew carbon dioxide and methane back 
into the atmosphere.  
 
The geological components of the carbon cycle τ weathering, erosion, subduction, 
the formation of fossil fuels τ occur over millions of years. The biological 
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components of the carbon cycle τ photosynthesis, respiration, decomposition by 
microbes τ occur over days to thousands of years. 
 
On average, the amount of carbon that moves through biological components each 
year is 1,000 times greater than the amount of carbon that moves through geological 
components each year. 
 
GLOBAL CARBON BUDGET 
 
The problem now is that the carbon cycle is lopsided. It took hundreds of millions of 
years to sequester carbon deep in the earth and under the ocean floor, and humans 
have released much of that carbon into the atmosphere during the last century.  
 
Christine Goodale, a forest ecologist at Cornell University in New York state, 
ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛȊŜǎ ƛǘ ŀǎ άǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƭƻŎƪŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘǘing it into a much 
ƳƻǊŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΦέ 
 
Humans are also destroying forests, releasing more carbon dioxide into the 
atmosphere and reducing the number of plants that absorb it from the atmosphere. 
 
The atmosphere is overflowing with carbon, largely carbon dioxide. Some is 
absorbed by the oceans, some is absorbed by plants and soil, though how this 
happens is not well understood. 
 
The carbon that remains in the atmosphere absorbs heat, preventing it from 
radiating out into space. Without this trapped heat the Earth would not be habitable. 
Too much heat, and the climate will change ( http://www.america.gov/st/washfile-
english/2006/January/20060112155910lcnirellep0.640896.html ) and become less 
habitable. The same applies to the oceans, where increased carbon changes the 
chemistry of sea water ( http://www.america.gov/st/energy-
english/2009/April/20090401153733lcnirellep0.5630152.html ), making the oceans 
less habitable and killing sea life ( http://www.america.gov/st/energy-
english/2009/April/20090403153424lcnirellep0.5301782.html ). 
 
Atmospheric carbon is both good and bad, much like water: Humans need it to 
survive, but too much and you will drown. 
 
According to a 2007 report by the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate ChŀƴƎŜΣ άŀōƻǳǘ рл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŘƛƻȄƛŘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ 
from the atmosphere within 30 years, and a further 30 percent will be removed 
within a few centuries. The remaining 20 percent may stay in the atmosphere for 
Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊǎΦέ 
 
The Earth and its atmosphere are a closed system, where carbon is neither created 
nor destroyed. The total amount of carbon does not change τ carbon can be 
shuffled from pool to pool, from atmosphere to ocean, from soil to sediment, but 
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cannot be added or removed. Carbon in the atmosphere, for example, cannot drift 
off into outer space. It has to go somewhere on Earth: taken up by plants, or 
dissolved back into oceans. 
 
(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 
Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Byliner: United We Stand, But We May Have to Agree to Disagree τ Part II 
(As racial conflicts ease, tensions likely to shift to major new challenges) (649) 
 
By Jonathan Freedman 
 
Jonathan Freedman is a professor of English and American studies at the University 
of Michigan and author of Klezmer America: Jewishness, Ethnicity, Modernity 
(Columbia University Press, 2008). In a two-part series written for America.gov, he 
proviŘŜǎ ŀƴŀƭȅǘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀƴŜŎŘƻǘŀƭ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ 
 
(begin byliner) 
 
To turn from the statistical to the anecdotal: I am noticing different attitudes toward 
race and ethnicity among my students, my peers and my fellow citizens. 
 
Black-white relations have been historically quite tense here in Michigan, and when I 
first arrived at this university some 15 years ago, that tension was palpable on 
campus as well: little mingling between black and white students, tense charges and 
countercharges of racism and reverse racism after some ugly incidents.  
 
wŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ōƭŀŎƪ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƘŜǊŜΣ ōǳǘ L ǎŜŜ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŀōƭȅ ƳƻǊŜ 
interracial couples, more interracial friendships, more social concourse. The same is 
true of ethnic students. There have been some ugly incidents, largely following 
charges of racism made by Asian-American students, but by and large, these have 
receded.  
 
The main tension on campus I currently observe is between students of Jewish and 
Arab-American descent, focused on the inevitably touchy question of Israel, but 
there has also been a remarkable attempt to keep dialogue going even among 
people of diametrically opposite points of view.  
 
As far as Michigan the state is concerned, there remains a gap between black and 
white, city (Detroit) and suburb, which is deep, structural and irremediable. But the 
collapse of the auto industry is affecting everyone, of every race; so again, tensions 
that once existed seem less pronounced. 
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What do these changes on the planes of race and ethnicity mean for the future? 
Deep divisions remain in the U.S., and while the ethno-racial future is clearly one of 
increasing diversity and one of increasing political power for people of color, 
immigrants and their children, weΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ŀ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƻǳōǘƭŜǎǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
will be. We are, after all, a democracy composed of 300 million-plus human beings, 
and people are by nature fractious and divisive.  
 
Given the demographic shifts under way, I do expect, in the future, to see those 
divisions staged differently, as conflicts among lifestyles (urban vs. suburban vs. 
rural) and between regions (the West will have different agendas than the 
Northeast; the Midwest, than the South) rather than among races and ethnicities. 
 
WeΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǎŜŜƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōŀƛƭƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ŎŀǊ 
industry. White and black legislators from the Midwest of both political parties 
organized to support it because it helped the industry in that region. Black and white 
legislators from the South opposed it because foreign-owned manufacturers had 
built new plants in their districts, and the bailout would aid the competition.  
 
We will see more of the gloomier prognostications about global warming come true 
and ecological disturbances follow in their wake. The far West, for example, is water-
poor; the Midwest and Northeast, water-rich. They will have conflicting demands on 
an already-strained federal purse in the event of a falling of the water-table in the 
West, which is already beginning.  
 
Similarly, cities like New York and Boston are at or near sea level τ indeed, they 
were initially built precisely as ports. The dramatic rise in the sea level projected and 
some catastrophic accounts of global warming will demand responses that may 
make the rescue of New Orleans look like small potatoes; how will the inlanders 
respond? 
 
Racism and ethnocentrism will doubtless remain part of the civic culture but will be 
of increasing less importance as our nation, like the rest of the world, faces the far 
different, but equally compelling, challenges of the 21st century. 
 
(end byliner) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
NNNN 
 
 
*WPD207   06/30/2009 
Byliner: Experts Re-evaluating Ideas on Racial Progress τ Part I 
(Unexpected voter behavior puts optimists and pessimists on a new course) (963) 
 
By Jonathan Freedman 
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Jonathan Freedman is a professor of English and American studies at the University 
of Michigan and author of Klezmer America: Jewishness, Ethnicity, Modernity 
(Columbia University Press, 2008). In a two-part series written for America.gov, he 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀƴŀƭȅǘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀƴŜŎŘƻǘŀƭ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ 
 
(begin byliner) 
 
The victory of Barack Obama is of tremendous importance for students of race and 
ethnicity in the United States. It challenges τ and perhaps shatters τ many beliefs 
previously held by sociologists, political scientists and American studies scholars.  
 
¢ǿƻ ƭƛƴŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛȊŜŘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǊŀŎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƘŀƭŦ-
century τ one seeing it as leading our nation to a post-racial dispensation; the other 
insisting that, for all the undeniable progress, white Americans remain politically and 
culturally dominant, the default mode of social authority and power.  
 
TWO INEXACT VIEWS 
 
This debate was reflected in divergent views of U.S. politics. One held that in some 
ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ άŎƻƭƻǊ ƭƛƴŜέ τ as W.E.B. DuBois famously called it τ was perdurable, 
that real political power never would be held by African Americans.  
 
Optimists countered that black politicians have won mayorships τ New York, 
Newark, Chicago and Gary, Indiana τ and governorships τ Virginia and 
Massachusetts τ by building alliances among white liberals, blacks and Latinos, and 
these might presage a new coalition.   
 
Nonsense, replied pessimists. White working- and middle-class voters, suburbanites, 
rural voters τ none would support a black candidate for national office in numbers 
required to win. A seemingly successful appeal to white racism in the 1988 national 
elections cemented this belief. 
 
A similar dispute has surrounded ethnicity. America never has had a foreign-born 
president, a Jewish president, an Italian-American president and only one Irish-
American Catholic president among white Anglo-Saxon Protestants. This pattern 
ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǳƴŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ŀ ƭŀǘŜƴǘ ƴŀǘƛǾƛǎƳ ōŜƴŜŀǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴŀƭ 
self-ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ όŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ мфслǎύ ŀǎ ŀ άƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎΦέ  
 
Pessimists pointed to other concerns: the wave of anti-Arab and anti-Muslim 
sentiment after September 11, 2001; hostilities evoked by attempts to reform U.S. 
immigration laws and pro-immigrant marches of 2006ς07; and referenda to make 
9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΦ  
 
Optimists observed that this repression was far less serious than that sustained by 
German Americans during World War I and Japanese Americans after Pearl Harbor. 
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They pointed to opinion polls showing that, while many Americans were troubled by 
immigrants, often in troubling ways τ exaggerated beliefs that immigrants cost 
Americans their jobs τ the majority viewed them favorably. Optimists also pointed 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŘŀ ƭƛƳƛǘƛƴƎ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎΩ ǊƛƎƘts to vote and be educated 
in their native languages.  
 
Whatever their opinions, however, both camps agreed that nativism was an 
enduring fact of American political life, that it was next to impossible for someone 
not of white Anglo-Saxon stock to be elected president. 
 
¢I9 5hD ¢I!¢ 5L5bΩ¢ .!wY 
 
This election challenged both those beliefs. Before turning to the obvious way τ the 
election of an African American τ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜǿ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎ 
comported to the model of previous elections. On the Republican side, one leading 
candidate was Mitt Romney τ a Mormon, a religious minority persecuted as late as 
the mid-20th century. Another, John McCain, was foreign-born τ in the Canal Zone. 
A third, Mike Huckabee, is an evangelical minister τ also unprecedented in 
presidential politics. 
 
Of the Democrats, the leading candidates included a woman, Hillary Clinton, and Bill 
Richardson, who proudly claimed his origins as Latino, American Indian, and of white 
forefathers and foremothers. The victory of a racially mixed man of partially foreign 
parentage reflected a larger socio-political phenomenon: the increasing diversity of 
the U.S. electorate and populace. 
 
The figures, especially on race, are startling. White Americans are at the lowest 
percentage since the first census and are projected to be a minority by 2050, and this 
is showing in the electorate. In the Boston Review, political science scholars Stephen 
!ƴǎƻƭŀōŜƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ {ǘŜǿŀǊǘ LLL ǿǊƻǘŜΣ ά²ƘƛǘŜǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀ ŘǿƛƴŘƭƛƴƎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ 
the electorate: 81 percent in 2000, 77 percent in 2004, and 74 percent in 2008. 
Blacks, by contrast, increased from 10 percent in 2000 to 11 percent in 2004 to 13 
percent in 2008; Hispanics increased from 6 percent in 2000 to 8 percent in 2004 to 
9 percent ƛƴ нллуΦέ  
 
Although he increased the Democratic share of the overall electorate by 5 percent 
over 2004, Obama carried only 2 percent more of the white vote than did John Kerry 
in 2004 τ not enough to swing the election. His victory was due to taking a great 
proportion of the extant nonwhite vote and augmenting its numbers. 
 
Perhaps more startling is the lack of change in the white response to Obama 
compared with previous elections. It was a truism among prognosticators during the 
campaign that many older white working-Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǾƻǘŜǊǎ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀ ƳƛȄŜŘ-race 
American, much less one phenotypically black.  
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This was partially true, especially in a geographic band roughly from western New 
York through western Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama 
and Mississippi to Arkansas and Louisiana τ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǊŜŀǎ όƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ aŎ/ŀƛƴΩǎ 
home state of Arizona) where Republicans improved their percentage of the vote. 
(According to recent figures from the Swing State Project, Obama lost the most votes 
for Democrats in Arkansas.) This band, roughly Appalachia and the Deep South, was 
the exception.  
 
Obama increased the Democratic vote throughout the rest of the country, including 
places where whites are the majority: Iowa, Montana, even, amazingly, Utah. Whites 
may not have voted in substantially greater numbers for Obama than for Kerry, but 
ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ !ǇǇŀƭŀŎƘƛŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŜǇ {ƻǳǘƘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǾƻǘŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ƭŀǊƎŜ 
ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ ²ƘƛǘŜ ǊŀŎƛǎƳ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōŀǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ 
 
(end byliner) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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*WPD208   06/30/2009 
Digital Videoconference Will Explore Volunteerism in America 
(July 8 webcast with three executives of national volunteer programs) (334) 
 
This digital videoconference aims to give Indian audiences an understanding of 
American volunteerism and community service and inspire ideas that will attract 
youth to come forward to support a national cause. It also aims to inspire leaders of 
nongovernmental organizations, officials, young leaders and youth to collaborate in 
finding ways to equip and reward volunteers who seek better lives for their 
communities. Join our guests, Patrick Triano, Donna M. Smith and Nick Beckman, on 
July 8 at 8:30 a.m. EDT (12:30 GMT). 
 
Patrick Triano is director of outreach, training and member support for AmeriCorps 
VISTA (Volunteers in Service to America), the U.S. national service program designed 
specifically to fight poverty. He is responsible for program policy, marketing 
strategies, and curriculum design and implementation for volunteers and project 
managers. He has also served as the director of education for AmeriCorps NCCC 
(National Civilian Community Corps) and staff development director for the 
Corporation for National and Community Service, the administrative arm of 
AmeriCorps. 
 
Donna M. Smith is the state program director for the Corporation for National and 
Community Service Field Office based in Albany, New York. She has worked with the 
corporation and its predecessor agency, ACTION, for more than 30 years, primarily 
supporting its Senior Corps and VISTA programs. 
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As director of volunteerism for America SCORES, a boys' and girls' soccer league, Nick 
Beckman works on strategies for increasing volunteerism and improving volunteer 
management and retention. He also designed and manages a nationwide 
AmeriCorps VISTA project that places 30 VISTA volunteers in capacity-building roles 
at America SCORES offices across the country. He is also the managing director of 
Up2Us, a nationwide coalition that seeks to increase the impact of youth sports as a 
tool for positive youth development. 
 
If you would like to participate in this webcast, please go to 
http://ww w.cpcwebcast.com/state/. No registration is needed. Simply type in your 
preferred screen name and e-mail address to view the conference. 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Transcript: White House Press Briefing by Robert Gibbs 
(Press secretary briefs reporters June 30) (5272) 
 
(begin transcript) 
 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
 
Office of the Press Secretary 
 
June 30, 2009 
 
PRESS BRIEFING 
 
BY PRESS SECRETARY ROBERT GIBBS 
 
James S. Brady Press Briefing Room 
 
1:12 P.M. EDT 
 
Q: My arm is better now. 
 
MR. GIBBS: Never going to live that down. Did you see the video on the White House 
Web site? Oh, I wish you could see the look on my face. Wow. Good throw, though. 
 
Q: Did you hear yourself when you came out of the water on the White House -- 
 
Q: On the White House video? 
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MR. GIBBS: I think they -- 
 
Q: Did they edit that out? 
 
MR. GIBBS: I think the new media guys did some editing. 
 
Q: Are you on a seven-second delay? (Laughter.) 
 
MR. GIBBS: I should be, after that. 
 
Yes, ma'am. Go ahead. Take us away. 
 
Q: Thanks, Robert. We want to start with Honduras. Has the U.S. been in contact 
with Honduran military leaders to insist on the President's return to power? 
 
MR. GIBBS: I know that State Department officials have been in touch with President 
Zelaya. I do not know the extent of their contact with military officials. Obviously 
there are -- there's a special meeting of the OAS scheduled for later on this 
afternoon and we'll continue working on this situation. 
 
Q: Is there any other acceptable solution other than his return to power? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Not at this point that I think that people have in any way contemplated, 
no. 
 
Q: Is he meeting today with the State Department or anybody in the White House? 
 
MR. GIBBS: I believe if he does come, either today or tomorrow, that he will likely 
meet with officials from the State Department, some of whom, as I said, have been 
in contact. 
 
Q: He won't come here? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Not that I'm aware of, no. 
 
Q: That was partially my question, actually -- one of two -- the first one being, if he 
does come to Washington, as he says he would like to do, will the President meet 
with him? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, at this point, I think he would -- if he comes, he was likely to be 
seen by State Department officials. 
 
Q: So no plans for the President -- all right. And secondly, could you give us -- it's not 
that far off, coming up -- a little bit of a heads up on what the President hopes to 
achieve at the G8? 
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MR. GIBBS: Let's do that a little bit later. We're going to do a briefing call on that. I 
think it's important to go through the whole arc of the trip. We'll go through the 
Russia stops, the G8, because there's some stuff on the schedule that's sort of built 
around G8 but not part of that official program, as well as the stop in Ghana. 
 
Q: Do you know when that call will be? 
 
MR. GIBBS: It will I think be tomorrow afternoon. That's when it's sort of tentatively 
holding. 
 
Yes, sir. 
 
Q: Robert, we understand the President is going to talk a little bit about Iraq this 
afternoon -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: Yes. 
 
Q: -- at the beginning of the event. Could you give us a kind of an idea, a preview, of 
what he might say? And why does it seem like he's downplaying it a little bit? I mean, 
he's only mentioning it at the beginning of another event. He's not having an event 
about this historic occasion. Is there some reason why he doesn't want to talk too 
much about it? Or what's the calculation? 
 
MR. GIBBS: No, I don't -- I mean, I don't know why the President is going to speak 
about it, and I don't know that that minimizes in any way. I think you saw -- I think 
officials were on the -- CNN just this weekend, speaking in the form of Ray Odierno, 
who's, as you well know, our commander on the ground. 
 
So let me -- without getting into the semantics of that part of it, the President will 
discuss that obviously this is an important step forward in this process. We are today 
handing responsibility to the Iraqis for their -- an increased level of their security 
situation, as well as the responsibility that clearly is going to come with needing to 
continue to work on and solve their political reconciliation problems, as we get 
closer to September of next year for the drawdown of our combat troops and then 
ultimately the end of 2011 for the later stages of the SOFA agreement. 
 
So, again, I think this is an important step. I think the President will talk about why 
it's an important step, but why we also have to remain vigilant in monitoring the 
situation and, again, working with -- continuing for General Odierno, Ambassador 
Hill, working with all of those involved for political reconciliation. And I think, finally, 
Ed, he'll discuss today the reason we're at this point, and that is the courageous 
contributions of our men and women in uniform and what that's meant for our 
ability to be meeting this historic date. 
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Q: Well, on that point, does the White House believe the U.S. has won the war in 
Iraq or has now been put in a position to win the war? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, I think -- without getting into those characterizations, I think this is 
an important step forward. It is an important step forward for the Iraqis to govern 
their own nation. It is an important step forward in our ability to ultimately draw 
down our combat troops and leave Iraq in a good situation. And all of that has let us 
invest more of our resources in Afghanistan. 
 
Q: And has the President ruled out ever declaring victory there? 
 
MR. GIBBS: We'll keep the banner printers from doing anything crazy. 
 
Q: Robert, on that point about security, you talked about the Americans, but what 
about the Iraqis? Five Americans were killed on the eve of the handoff. Are you 
confident in the Iraqi security forces' ability to take on this task? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, more importantly, General Odierno is confident in their ability as 
we move forward. I think as General Odierno has said over the course of the past 
few days, it's not surprising that we've seen high-profile incidents in which 
extremists seek to kill innocent civilians in order -- in many ways for them to try to 
convince their followers that what's happening today is a result of their actions. And 
obviously it's not. 
 
We will continue to monitor the situation, as I said. And at this point, it looks like 
these are fairly isolated incidents as we've seen the level of violence as a whole 
continue to decrease across Iraq. 
 
Yes, sir. 
 
Q: Treasury today froze the assets of a Hong Kong company relative to North Korea's 
missile regime. Is this likely to be considered a threatening action? Is there concern 
that it might be taken as a threatening action by North Korea? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, I hesitate for any number of reasons to speak for the North 
Koreans and what they may or may not find -- 
 
Q: No, but you might speak to whether such a consideration was -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, look -- well, let me do characterize some of what North Korea -- 
North Korea has made some -- they've usually -- they've stated a lot of bellicose 
things. They've threatened to do certain things. A lot of times what they threaten to 
do they follow up on doing. 
 
But this administration, whether it is through sanctions and our monitoring of North 
Korea moving -- potentially moving any sort of arms out of their country through 
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proliferation -- what Ambassador Rice negotiated and passed through the U.N. 
Security Council is part of it, as well as a stepped-up role in ensuring that we are 
cutting off any potentially harmful financing, as in this case. 
 
Again, we have I think been fairly explicit with the North Koreans about what -- the 
responsibilities that they entered into that we expect them to live up to. And I think 
today's action demonstrates the seriousness of what we intend to do to address it. 
 
Q: Right. The question had to do, however, with any consideration that was given to 
the kind of reaction this might provoke. 
 
MR. GIBBS: I can assure you that obviously we take -- lots of stuff is factored in, and 
you can assume that we've -- took that into account and decided that the best thing 
going forward was -- were the actions that were taken today and the continued 
monitoring of what's going on during the situation. 
 
Q: Robert, do you have any more details on Ambassador Goldberg's trip, interagency 
trip, on North Korean -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: We have some stuff from last week that I can get you on some of his 
stops. 
 
Q: But nothing beyond the stops they're making in terms of -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: No, not at this point. 
 
Yes, sir. 
 
Q: Rather than get into win or loss, would you describe the mission so far as a 
success or failure, what's going on in Iraq? I mean, it's classified. I mean, I know the 
political reasons, and you mentioned the -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, but it's not -- it's less that than -- again, I think we should -- I think 
the way we look at this is there is progress that is being made; obviously the security 
situation has improved. I think President Obama talked about that throughout last 
year. And again, I think we're taking important steps on two fronts: one, our ability 
to get our own combat troops home, but also to give the sovereign nation of Iraq 
more control and ultimately more responsibility. 
 
We continue to -- let me say this: The administration believes that despite whatever 
happens today in that step forward that this situation bears constant monitoring 
because there are -- there may be rough patches ahead. We understand that. There 
are important elections that will happen over the course of this year and important 
steps that have to be taken on the path toward political reconciliation in order for 
the promise of today to be met by all Iraqis. 
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Q: Walk through the differences between the administration's decision to sort of -- 
to take a position in what's going on in Honduras and the more hands-off approach 
you took with Iran. I know they're two different countries, but -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: I think that's probably the understatement of the week, that -- 
 
Q: -- but from 35,000 feet, there are people saying, hey, you know, this is -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: I would suggest you have your plane come in a little lower and take a 
look at maybe like 10,000 feet -- 
 
Q: Can you enunciate this difference -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, I think part of the reason that you saw the administration come out 
is to address any rumors that we were in any way involved in this. I think that's 
important, and I think what was important was, as all in the international community 
and the OAS have done, despite whatever you -- despite whatever political 
disagreements you might have, there is a -- there are democratic norms that have to 
and should be followed. 
 
Q: Can I follow up? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Yes. 
 
Q: Robert, is there any plans by the U.S. government to recall your ambassador to 
Washington as other major Latin America countries are doing? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Not at this point, because the administration believes that having him 
there is important for -- an important player on the ground in seeking an ultimate 
solution to the problem that we face now. 
 
April. 
 
Q: Robert, following on Chuck and Ed's question, on the issue of victory or the lack 
thereof in Iran militarily -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: Iraq. 
 
Q: I mean -- excuse me, Iraq, I'm sorry, forgive me. On the issue of Iraq, during the 
Bush years, there was debate -- one side of the coin said, look, we can never win this 
war militarily; it's a several-pronged approach, to include the military as well as 
political issues. Now, is this administration subscribing to that? And if so, how could 
this war be won militarily? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, without getting into whatever agreements or disagreements were 
had inside the previous administration, I'll leave that up to members of the previous 
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administration, which in some ways seem to be having those arguments still. The 
President has always said, and said this for probably the past at least two and a half 
years, that there wasn't only a military solution to this problem; that unless or until 
there was a political solution to this -- obviously there are dimensions of a political 
solution that have to happen in order for this country to move forward. 
 
Q: So once the political solution is -- if I'm getting this correct from your statement -- 
once the political solution is settled, we could maybe claim victory in Iraq? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, you know, I don't know what you call it. We're focused on a stable 
and secure Iraq that is governed by Iraqis and the sovereign country of Iraq. We're 
concerned about getting the brave men and women who have served tour after tour 
after tour in Iraq home to their families, in accordance with the time frame that the 
President and the commanders have laid out and in accordance with the Status of 
Forces Agreement that was negotiated and signed with the sovereign nation of Iraq. 
 
Q: When former President Bush took this nation to war with Iraq, many people 
realized there would be sacrifice. Now, years later, the sacrifice, many people are 
saying, is great. One reason why this President was elected President is because he 
said that he would pull the troops out of Iraq. People still, though, want a period 
behind it to say that all the sacrifice is worth something. Will there be something 
saying we want victory at some point? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, again, I'm not going to get into that, except to say I think the 
President on any number of occasions throughout the campaign was asked if the 
sacrifice of men and women in uniform, some of whom have paid the ultimate price, 
tens of thousands of whom have been injured, whether that was worth it. Of course 
it was. 
 
Anybody? Major? 
 
Q: Just to follow up. 
 
MR. GIBBS: Everybody is getting shy today. (Laughter.) 
 
Q: To continue on Iraq, what degree did the surge -- does the President believe the 
surge played in creating an atmosphere now where the emphasis in Iraq tends to be 
more on the political than the day-to-day security? Obviously day-to-day security is 
an ongoing and crucial concern, but Ken Pollack and Michael O'Hanlon, to name two, 
spent a lot of time looking at Iraq, saying 2009-2010 is really the year for -- the two 
years for politics in Iraq. To what degree did the surge -- which the President 
opposed -- play in creating an atmosphere that's better for politics to play itself out? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, let me give you, I think, the answer that he would probably have 
given to this question as it was asked, probably more than a year ago. He I think 
would say obviously increasing the number of troops in that country improved the 
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security situation, but understanding -- and part of this was the answer I gave to 
April -- the surge was to lessen -- to improve the security situation so that the 
political reconciliation could take place. 
 
So while the security situation has improved, we still have a lot of work to do on the 
political side of this equation. I don't know whether 2009 and 2010 were the original 
years in which that was contemplated. I do believe that, as the President said and as 
I said to April, security and military alone was never going to put us in a position of 
being to leave the country and to make progress. 
 
Q: And yesterday you said that you'd try to get back to us on the Vice President's role 
in Iraq policy. Can you fill us in on that? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Yes. The Vice President will -- has been asked by the President to oversee 
the policy, and in working with General Odierno and Ambassador Hill in working with 
the Iraqis toward overcoming their political differences and achieving the type of 
reconciliation that we all understand has yet to fully take place but needs to take 
place. 
 
Q: What does that mean, "oversee"? In what way will that change or enlarge his 
interaction with the President, with General Odierno, or Ambassador Hill? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, I mean, obviously he spends a fairly decent amount of time with 
the President. I think the meetings that I've been in in different parts of the building 
on Iraq the Vice President has always been an active participant. 
 
I think given his knowledge of the region, the number of times he's been there, he's 
perfectly suited for this type of role. 
 
Q: I guess what I'm getting at is does it mean travel, does it mean briefing, does it 
mean doing some of the things he's done more publicly, for example, on the 
stimulus? 
 
MR. GIBBS: My sense is it probably means many of those things. Again, I think what 
we want to ensure happens is that as we reach these milestones and these 
important dates, that we not forget that work has to be done to get our troops back 
and to achieve that political reconciliation. This is somebody who can oversee that at 
the White House and ensure that we're making continued progress toward those 
goals. 
 
Q: Just one more on that partition. Is that an item that is a live debate within this 
administration? 
 
MR. GIBBS: No. 
 
Q: Okay, that's gone -- 
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MR. GIBBS: Yes. 
 
Q: Completely gone. 
 
MR. GIBBS: Yes. Yes, sir. 
 
Q: Are you saying that -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: Go ahead, I'm sorry. 
 
Q: Are you saying that he's going to become sort of a mediator between the 
different factions, possibly, or a hands-on type thing? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, I think he will be involved in working with Shia, Sunni and Kurd to 
achieve political reconciliation. I would hesitate to use the term "mediator." 
Somebody who I think can oversee that we are making progress, that our attention 
and our resources are matched by what we see needs to happen. I think that he's 
well suited to do that. 
 
Q: Can you walk us through what the President -- did he do anything extraordinary 
today to stay posted on the transition since midnight, Iraq time? 
 
MR. GIBBS: None that I'm aware of. I know that -- I mean, he has fairly regular -- I can 
check and see if they received anything special in intelligence briefings -- 
 
Q: Any video conferencing with the people over there -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: -- or when the last time he spoke with General Odierno or Ambassador 
Hill. But they're in fairly regular contact. 
 
Yes, ma'am. 
 
Q: Back on the Honduran issue for one moment. You said that if the President were 
to come here he would likely meet with the State Department. Could you explain 
why he wouldn't meet with any White House officials? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, I think right now a lot of this is being done out of the State 
Department. State Department officials have been in contact with him already. And 
again, I'm not even sure it's clear that he's going to -- that if he comes to this country 
that a stop will be in Washington. 
 
Q: But is there some particular reason why it wouldn't be appropriate for the White 
House directly to get involved? 
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MR. GIBBS: No, I think the State Department is a pretty good extension of our reach 
on foreign policy. 
 
Yes, ma'am. 
 
Q: Robert, in the President's remarks last night to the National Finance Committee 
he talked about why Americans are still skeptical of change. And he said that 
Americans had been promised legislation, most of which has been a bait-and-switch 
-- they had been promised one thing, they had gotten something else. So by opening 
the door to taxing Americans who are earning less than $250,000 -- no, how is that 
not a bait-and-switch? How is that not what we've seen -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: Because that was all about Ed doing a story yesterday afternoon on the 
lawn of the White House. (Laughter.) 
 
Q: Now I'm doing a story. 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, there you go. (Laughter.) 
 
Look, I'll do the same song and dance I did yesterday: I appreciate the opportunity to 
comment on what's in the final product of a bill that you all keep reminding me we 
don't have a final product for. So when we get closer to some of that -- 
 
Q: But -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: No, look, I'll do this part again, too: I think the President has outlined the 
best way forward in paying for this. I've been asked -- hold on, hold on -- I've been 
asked this -- maybe I'll ask somebody to find this out at the end of this briefing -- 
over the past 10 weeks, the same question probably every week for those 10 weeks. 
 
The President has laid out what he believes is the best way to pay for health care. It's 
consistent with everything that he said in the campaign. The President has also said 
that we're early in this process and he's going to watch what happens in Congress. 
And as I said yesterday, I think what has marked efforts in the past to achieve big 
reform like is necessary to bring under control the cost of health care is bright lines 
that cause people to leave the table. Everybody is still at the table. Everybody is still 
talking to each other in an effort to move health care reform forward, to do so in a 
way that's consistent with our principles and our values. And that's what the 
President is most focused on. 
 
Q: Well, how does that not result in the bait-and-switch that he criticized last night? 
 
MR. GIBBS: How does what not result? 
 
Q: A different end result than what he had originally promised. 
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MR. GIBBS: And what end result is that? 
 
Q: Taxing people who earn less than $250,000 a year. 
 
MR. GIBBS: And is that on the President's desk to sign? 
 
Q: But the door is open to it. 
 
Q: Isn't it? What's the different between a bright line and a campaign promise? 
 
MR. GIBBS: We're not going to negotiate with ourselves, Major, we're going to watch 
this process -- again, I appreciate the opportunity to comment on -- 
 
Q: But, for example, the President and the Treasury Department set up legislation 
today on financial regulation; it drew lines, very definitive lines about things it does 
and doesn't want to do, and is asking Congress to follow those bright lines. 
 
MR. GIBBS: I would -- I guess I would ask you to look at the legislation we've sent 
Congress on health care and see those bright lines. 
 
Q: Speaking of health care, tomorrow's town hall -- can you describe it for us, how 
does it differ from the previous town halls the President is doing, and is this going to 
be a continuing pattern -- town hall per week until they pass something? 
 
MR. GIBBS: An interesting concept. No, the President wanted to continue the 
conversation that we started last week with town halls. We're in Annandale, which is 
primarily chosen because it's close. (Laughter.) We've got a lot of assets that have 
been deployed to foreign countries in order to support our visits in the next few -- in 
the next week. But -- and I think they're going to take questions off of a series of -- 
either through video, through questions that are received through the Internet, as 
well as questions from the audience, again, as a continuing conversation about how 
to move health care reform forward, how to get a bill that cuts costs for the 
American people and gives the promise of accessible and affordable health care to 
the millions of those that don't currently have it. 
 
Q: Robert, what legislation on health care did you send to the Hill? 
 
MR. GIBBS: We didn't. Jon. 
 
Q: That was sarcasm. 
 
Q: That would be news. 
 
MR. GIBBS: But that was -- 
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Q: Well, it didn't feel like sarcasm. We think we know your sarcasm, but you keep 
throwing -- 
 
Q: We just like to keep current. 
 
MR. GIBBS: That was -- 
 
Q: But you acknowledge -- 
 
Q: And if you did send -- 
 
Q: But you acknowledge what Major said, which is you did send -- the Treasury 
Department sent their own legislation -- 
 
Q: -- Treasury Department on an important legislative issue. 
 
MR. GIBBS: Okay, now I have to explain my sarcasm, which is I was setting up the 
point that the bright lines that you discussed in the legislation that was sent was not 
sent in this case. Therefore, I was a little cute by -- 
 
Q: We thought for a moment you may have. 
 
Q: Robert, just a follow-up on this? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Let me call on Jon for a second. 
 
Q: I'll defer to Laura for a second. 
 
Q: Thank you. Is it possible that -- what you haven't said here is that, yes, maybe 
some of these things do go against the campaign promises, but it's more important 
to get -- let me finish my question before you dismiss it. 
 
MR. GIBBS: Okay. 
 
Q: It's more important to get a bill that has most of what you want and you're willing 
to compromise on things, even things that you promised in the campaign. Is that 
what's going on? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, I will -- the President is going to watch the process, is going to be 
flexible, and we'll evaluate it as we go along. 
 
Q: Is what I said an accurate depiction of the -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: I would prefer that you quote me. 
 
Go ahead. 
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Q: Thank you. CBO scores on the HELP and the Finance Committee bill has got a lot 
of -- stirred up a lot of controversy in Washington. And then when the President last 
week commented on CBO, that got a lot of attention. Do you feel like the President's 
remarks on CBO were blown out of proportion in any way, in the sense that he was 
complaining about their lack of willingness to make concessions to his plans for 
saving -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: No, no. I think -- and I think we got this question, I think, after the 
meeting. What the President was expressing was -- look, we're going to follow, 
obviously follow what CBO -- how CBO scores health care legislation. I think the 
frustration is less with how they score the bills than just simply the notion that the 
mission and the job that CBO has in this instance is simply to look at and evaluate 
some of that -- what that legislation does, rather than some of the game-changers in 
terms of going forward costs, right? 
 
Some of this stuff is not, obviously, taking into broader account what it can do to 
help families lower health care costs. I think -- that's all he was expressing, was 
simply just that there's a broadness to what we're trying to do on health care policy 
that is not scored by CBO, because that's, in all honesty, not what CBO does. Rather, 
there's that focus here on just what each individual report said, even though I think 
there was some frustration that you're looking at earlier incomplete pieces of 
legislation. 
 
Q: Is there a concern, though, like when you come to the $600 billion in Medicare 
savings that the President has proposed, is there a concern that his comments are 
being interpreted as applying to -- they're saying CBO is not scoring that? Because 
that -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: I don't think that's what -- I don't think that's what he said or what he 
intended. 
 
Q: It wasn't what he was saying, but do you -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: Yes, I don't think that's what he -- I hope nobody took that as what he 
intended to say, because that's not the direction that he was moving. 
 
Yes, ma'am. 
 
Q: Yes, going back to Honduras and Iran, your different approach on them, you said 
that you approached Honduras that way because you wanted to address rumors that 
we were not involved. But that's exactly the situation in Iran, because you wanted to 
address the rumors you were not involved. And on Honduras you've taken a very 
strong position. On Iran you took a very weak position. 
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MR. GIBBS: I appreciate the characterization, as opinionated as it may be. I don't 
think what the President has done on Iran is weak. Maybe Henry Kissinger and 
others can address that. 
 
Q: When it came to -- in terms of -- with Honduras, you flat out said that the position 
is that Zelaya is President. But when it came to Iran, you will not take a position on 
the election. 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, we're not the -- I think that everybody recognizes the democratic 
process that is -- has happened in Honduras. I don't think anybody disputes, or at 
least disputed a week ago that he was the President. In terms of elections in Iran, 
that's -- who won an election -- as the President said, we don't have observers on the 
ground. This is for Iranians to settle, and I think obviously if you look at what has 
gone on in that country, there are still a significant number of Iranians who don't 
have confidence in the result that's been reported. 
 
Yes, go ahead. 
 
Q: Thank you, Robert. So yesterday in the -- at the reception, President Obama said 
that he had asked Secretary Gates and Admiral Mike Mullen for some type of plan on 
how to implement a change in the "don't ask, don't tell" policy. Do we have any 
sense of what the time frame would be on when that plan would come forth from 
them? Did the President ask for any sort of time frame? 
 
MR. GIBBS: No, not that I know of. Not that I know of. But again, I think consistent 
with what we've talked about in terms of working with the Pentagon to ensure that 
durable solution. 
 
Q: On health care, back on health care, yesterday both Tom Daschle and John 
Podesta said that they would not hesitate to use reconciliation to get a bill passed, 
saying that the price Senate Republicans are demanding may be too high. Do you 
believe that that parliamentary move should be deployed if the price from Senate 
Republicans is too high? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Again, I think that gets a great deal ahead of where we are in the 
process. 
 
Q: But as part of the broader thing of a bipartisan bill? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, but I think the President has confidence in the system working, the 
system moving forward, the steps that the many committees are taking to work 
amongst themselves to find a legislative solution. Obviously I think having the ability 
-- having lots of different avenues to take gives I think Congress an understanding of 
how serious the problem is, and the fact that we want to go through Congress and 
work with them in a constructive way to get comprehensive health care reform 
enacted this year. 
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Q: Are Republican demands too high at this juncture? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, again, I'm not going to draw bright lines here. I think the process 
continues. The President and the administration feel good about the progress that's 
being made, and we'll continue to work in that system to find a solution to this 
problem. 
 
Thanks, guys. 
 
Q: Does the White House prefer regular order to reconciliation? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Always. 
 
END 1:44 P.M. EDT 
 
(end transcript) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Q: What happened to the President being ready for a question on Michael Jackson 
from Friday to today, and then the letter over the weekend? 
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MR. GIBBS: I don't understand your first question. We're going to go a little out of 
order today, Ms. Loven, so -- 
 
Q: Friday, when you were at the podium, you told us that he was anticipating a 
question about Michael Jackson. And then you said -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: I said I think we were -- I would say I was surprised that nobody asked 
one. I don't think you were there on Friday, so -- 
 
Q: I was here Friday. I was -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: Were you at the Chancellor Merkel thing? 
 
Q: No, I didn't go. 
 
MR. GIBBS: Oh, okay. 
 
Q: But I was here. 
 
MR. GIBBS: Right, right, right. So was I. (Laughter.) But I just wanted to delineate for -
- 
 
Q: Should we take attendance? (Laughter.) 
 
MR. GIBBS: No, no, what I'm saying, April, I didn't necessarily expect you to ask a 
question because you weren't there, right? 
 
Q: But other people wanted to ask that question, too. Anyway, but then in your -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: Okay, leaving all that aside. 
 
Q: Then your statement, you said he's sending condolences. I asked about a call, you 
said no, but you didn't lead us into believing that there would be a letter. Then 
Sunday we find out there's a letter. And then with all the information from Friday 
and Sunday, the question was asked today when he walks out. Why not make a 
statement about -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: I didn't see whether he -- I didn't see that he was asked a question today. 
I think he's, through me, expressed his thoughts on the death of Michael Jackson. 
And I think the President often writes private letters of condolence that, based on 
their nature, we'll continue to keep private. 
 
Q: So the family got it already? The way Joe Jackson just said it was a private letter -- 
did they get it already? How was it sent? Could you tell us about the letter? 
 
MR. GIBBS: I will refer you to the Postal Service. 
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No, I honestly don't know whether they got it or not. 
 
Yes, ma'am. 
 
Q: Can we turn to Honduras? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Sure. 
 
Q: Has President Obama spoken with Mr. Zelaya since the coup? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Not that I know of. 
 
Q: And what kind of leverage, specifically -- what specific things is the White House 
doing and can it do to try to bring him back to power? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, I think you all know that -- I think it's -- I haven't seen this morning's 
news report -- that working with the OAS and others in the international community 
over the past few days, we were working to avert the type of constitutional action 
that took place in Honduras, trying to prevent that from happening. 
 
Our goal now is on restoring democratic order in Honduras -- again, working with 
partners at the OAS and in the international community. And I don't want to get 
ahead of the "what if," as we're focused on restoring their democratic order. 
 
Q: Well, without getting into the "what if," I mean, what does it mean when you say 
"working with" the OAS and the international community? What specifically? Are 
there calls coming from the President himself? Perhaps Secretary Clinton? 
 
MR. GIBBS: I can check on whether -- I don't believe the President has called 
anybody. I'm sure this will be something that will be discussed in the meeting with 
the Colombian President today. I don't -- I just don't want to get into diplomacy out 
loud right this second. 
 
Q: Or the kind of leverage you might use? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Yes, that's I think more of a "what if." 
 
Yes, sir. 
 
Q: Sorry, still on the Honduras issue and trying to get a clear picture of what the U.S. 
is considering. Is the administration looking at withdrawing its ambassador as the 
leftist Latin American governments have decided to do, or even looking at a possible 
cutoff of aid? 
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MR. GIBBS: Well, again, I think some of that is in the next -- in the frame of next 
steps in evaluating this. I just don't want to get real specific at this point. 
 
Q: Did the United States have any advance knowledge or word of a planned coup? 
Did it do anything to try to head that off? And what does the administration's failure 
to have headed that off say about its credibility in Latin America? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, I think as I said a minute ago, the administration, our government, 
working with partners, were attempting to prevent the type of unrest that we've 
seen happen over the last 24 hours. They worked on that over the past several days. 
And we will continue to work to restore democratic order in Honduras. 
 
Q: Did the administration warn President Zelaya that this was in the making? 
 
MR. GIBBS: That I don't know. 
 
Q: Robert, I just wanted to ask about health care. Yesterday on ABC, David Axelrod 
was asked repeatedly about whether the President would veto any health reform bill 
that has a tax on people making -- a tax increase on anybody making under $250,000 
per year. So I want to give you a chance, as well. (Laughter.) Will the President veto -
- will the President veto any health bill that has a tax -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: We should get David down here. You know, here's what -- I think we get 
this question once a week, in some form or another. I think in many ways, Ed, what 
marks the difference between this health care effort and other health care efforts in 
the past is exactly what the President described -- a very large table with people 
sitting at it, trying to solve a problem that we've been working on for 40 years. 
 
The good news is we're making significant progress, and all those people are still 
sitting at the table. We haven't drawn a lot of bright lines. We understand there's 
some flexibility on the part of Congress to work through some of these policy issues. 
And we're going to allow that process to continue to make -- that process to 
continue in order to make progress. 
 
Q: That may be true, but the President on the campaign said that -- he made a flat 
pledge that he would not raise taxes on anybody making under $250,000. So is that 
pledge still operable? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, again, I think in some ways your question is hypothetical because 
there are any number of different bills, different proposals. I think the President has 
outlined what he believes is the very best way to pay for health care. 
 
Q: It doesn't have to be hypothetical. He made a pledge -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: I understand. 
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Q: -- he said, I am not going to raise taxes on anyone making under $250,000. Is that 
pledge still active? 
 
MR. GIBBS: We are going to let the process work its way through. 
 
Q: So it's not. 
 
Q: So it's not. 
 
Q: So it's not. (Laughter.) 
 
MR. GIBBS: We're going to let the process work its way through. All right? 
 
You have that awfully perplexed look on your face, Mr. Garrett. 
 
Q: Well, what would be the reason for reversing among the most conspicuous, if not 
the most conspicuous, campaign promise that this candidate Obama repeated 
everywhere across the country? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, I appreciate the indulgence to get into these hypothetical questions 
months before we're likely to do that. It is rich to watch the fact that we're making 
so little progress on health care reform that you've asked me if the President is going 
to sign the bill that's not at his desk. Let's -- 
 
Q: We didn't ask you about signing the bill -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: No, no -- 
 
Q: And there's nothing hypothetical about reaffirming a campaign promise. 
 
MR. GIBBS: It is in the sense that we're not facing any sort of decision on this. We're 
letting Congress work many of these issues through. And we're making progress. 
 
Q: But, historically, administrations that make such conspicuous promises tell 
Congress, you can do this, this, and this, but don't go there because it's not 
something we're going to do. 
 
MR. GIBBS: And I think the President in his principles and in the $948 billion to 
finance health care reform has laid out pretty clearly what his financing mechanism 
would be. Which -- 
 
Q: Then why not take the opportunity provided by Ed to reassure the American 
public that the campaign promise still stands? 
 
MR. GIBBS: -- any increase in revenue would affect top wage-earners' charitable 
deductions, returning them to the rates of the Regan administration. 
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Yes, ma'am. 
 
Q: Robert, I have a question on today's event in the East Room. On "don't ask, don't 
tell," how much is the President personally involved? I mean, I know you've said that 
he sort of turned that policy change over to the Pentagon and you're letting them 
and Congress work on that. 
 
MR. GIBBS: I've said that -- I mean, the President hasn't, himself, been involved in 
meetings with the Pentagon. A solution has to include working with the Pentagon. 
But it's something that the President has been involved in since coming to this 
administration. 
 
Q: How much of a priority is this for him? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, it's something that -- 
 
Q: I mean, is there a timeline or -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: When we can get it done. The President has talked about this -- and I've 
talked about the fact that to have an enduring solution this had to be done 
legislatively. That, I think most people recognize, is going to take some time to do, 
working with both Congress and the Pentagon. I think the President will address this 
in remarks at the event a little bit later today. 
 
Q: Change in policy? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Pardon me? 
 
Q: A change? 
 
MR. GIBBS: No. But, again, in order to have that enduring solution, this is going to 
have to be done legislatively. 
 
Q: Can I ask you one more question, just quickly, on sort of a D.C. issue? And that is, 
why hasn't the President changed his license plates on the presidential limousine? Is 
he planning to change them to the "Taxation Without Representation" plates or -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: I think rather than change the logo around the license plate, the 
President is committed instead to changing the status of the District of Columbia. 
 
Q: But it's a symbol, though, that a lot of people look at as -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, I guess I would ask you to ask people in Washington whether they'd 
like to have that status changed or that symbolism screwed on to the back of a 
limousine. 
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Yes, sir. 
 
Q: The previous President had a pretty good relationship -- pretty warm relationship 
with the Colombian President. Do you expect President Obama to have just as warm 
a relationship, even in light of that President's and that country's human rights 
record, and will that be brought up in any forceful manner by him today? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Look, I think today's meeting will mark the continued strong relationship 
between the United States and Colombia. We hope that the meeting represents a 
deeper cooperation with an important ally. But I think part of that cooperation, part 
of that friendship, and part of that relationship is bringing up when you disagree, 
particularly on human rights. And I know that will be a topic of today's meeting. 
 
Q: This isn't just a disagreement. I mean, human rights groups believe he has an 
atrocious record on human rights. Is this just a matter of saying, hey, we disagree 
with you on human rights? Or is he going to say something a lot stronger than that? 
 
MR. GIBBS: I don't know what led you to believe that he was just going to do that. 
 
Q: Well, maybe the moderate tone of your answer. What tone do you believe he will 
-- 
 
MR. GIBBS: Soon I will hop up on top of this -- 
 
Q: -- what tone do you anticipate that he will strike -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: -- warrant -- 
 
Q: -- in dealing with this issue of human rights? 
 
MR. GIBBS: The seriousness required in dealing with anything that involves human 
rights. The President isn't one that tends to paper over things that he finds 
important. And my hunch is that if somebody has flown all the way from Colombia to 
meet with the President and the President believes it's important to bring up, the 
message will be delivered as to its importance. 
 
Yes, sir. 
 
Q: Robert, so going back to this tax pledge thing, whether you've made a campaign -- 
the campaign promise and whether you've now opened the door on this. Is it fair to 
interpret that you've opened the door? Because this is what you said in April: "I 
would restate what he said in the campaign, and that is he won't raise taxes on 
people that make above $250,000 a year." 
 
MR. GIBBS: I think the President -- 
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Q: So is that statement no longer effective? 
 
MR. GIBBS: I would -- I love playing -- I love us playing out Wimbledon without the 
benefit of a grass tennis court, but we're going to let Congress do its job. We're going 
to have the President do his job. We're going to make progress on health care 
reform. And I think you'll see a reform bill come to his desk later this year, and one 
that he will sign. 
 
Q: So you just don't want to be -- it's fair to say he is not allowing himself to be 
boxed in by a campaign promise? 
 
MR. GIBBS: It's fair to say -- it's fair to say that we're watching Congress do their job. 
 
Q: Can you explain the Joe Biden "Iraq portfolio," and what that -- can you -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: Let me get a little bit more on that and I'll walk you through. 
 
Q: All of us? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Sure. 
 
Q: How about a cap and trade-related question. Over the past month, the dollar has 
been very volatile. And in part that's because Wall Street was looking for a strong 
signal from the White House that you're serious about attacking the deficit. Could 
you repeat again where cap and trade fits in and how it will help bring down the 
deficit? Isn't that one of the promises made during the campaign? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, I think we talked about the fact that -- well, first of all, cap and 
trade is something that generates revenue through pollution credits. Cap and trade 
helps -- and the comprehensive energy legislation that the House passed and that 
the President supported -- as well as other administrative initiatives and the 
Recovery Plan -- are laying the foundation for long term economic growth through 
creating a market for clean-energy jobs; getting our economy back on track, creating 
jobs is part of bringing down that deficit. 
 
I think that most people understand that in some ways our deficit has gotten worse 
because our economy is worse. That's not the entire set of problems. And bringing 
the economy back isn't going to fix the deficit. We're going to have to take actions 
like the President's budget to cut the deficit in half in four years. 
 
Q: But this was a big revenue-raiser. 
 
MR. GIBBS: It does raise revenue. Some of that revenue, obviously, will be used for, 
as the President talked about in the campaign, for tax credits to spur those energy 
jobs. 
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Yes, sir. 
 
Q: Robert, did your answer to Yunji mean that the President considered putting on 
the D.C. vote in Congress license plate, but then decided against it? 
 
MR. GIBBS: You know, I have not talked to him about his license plate. 
 
Q: You're kidding. (Laughter.) 
 
MR. GIBBS: Nor have I talked to him about the oil in the license plate -- oil in the car, 
either. 
 
Q: On another issue -- 
 
Q: Are you sure those are on the same level? I mean, this is an issue that makes 
people's blood boil in this town. 
 
MR. GIBBS: Chip, you know, again, I'm continually amazed -- you've got a President -- 
 
Q: Yes, but -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: -- no, no, let me finish. You've got a President that supports changing the 
status of the District. What could be more important? 
 
Q: Why not put that on his car? Why not show that support? 
 
MR. GIBBS: It's endearing that you're equating the two. 
 
Go ahead, Mark. 
 
Q: Sorry, Mark. 
 
Q: That's all right. When you say "changing the status of the District," what do you 
mean? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Giving it voting rights, giving it statehood. 
 
Q: What are you guys doing on that? 
 
MR. GIBBS: I think the legislation is making its way through Congress, with the 
support of the President. 
 
Q: And on the story the other day that the administration is considering drafting an 
executive order to give the President authority to support permanent detentions in 
Guantanamo Bay, is that happening? 



 
 

O F F I C E  O F  P U B L I C  A F F A I R S  /  E M B A S S Y  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  A M E R I C A  

 

Str. "Samoilova" Nr.21 1000 Skopje /Telephone (+389) (2) 310 2000, Fax (+389) (2) 310 2499 E-mail: EmbSkoWebM@mt.net.mk    

 
MR. GIBBS: Well, I think if you all watched the course of the day, you saw that story 
migrate in many ways from something when it first appeared on the Internet to 
something -- I had to do it. I mean, it only changed three times in a four hour period, 
and most of us were at a picnic. 
 
Q: How'd that work out? (Laughter.) 
 
MR. GIBBS: Less well for some of us. 
 
I think the President addressed the notion and the very tough issue that the 
administration is likely to face, and that is that we are going to have detainees that 
will be hard to prosecute and too dangerous to release. And while the administration 
is considering a series of options, a range of options, none relies on legal theories 
that we have the inherent authority to detain people. And this will not be pursued in 
that manner. 
 
Yes, ma'am. 
 
Q: Well, it's hard to prosecute, why do you do it? I mean, isn't that against the law if 
you have no evidence? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, no, I hope that my language didn't conflate the two issues in that -- 
I don't think it did. I think there are, without getting into specifics that are classified 
or intelligence, I think we're likely to end up -- 
 
Q: Why should these people be in limbo? Why should this President keep them? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, because as I said earlier, these are people that the great majority 
recognize might not be able to be dealt with through a prosecution, but at the same 
time are too dangerous to let go. 
 
Q: How do you know that? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Yes, sir. 
 
Q: Did the President have any comment on the Supreme Court decision this morning 
on the firefighter's decision? 
 
MR. GIBBS: I haven't talked to him specifically about it. I think -- though I think one 
thing is clear, that the ruling by Judge Sotomayor was based on the precedent of the 
2nd circuit and the precedence that they had considered. The Supreme Court clearly 
had a new interpretation for Title VII of the Civil Rights Act. So I think some of the 
very concerns that members of the Senate have expressed about judicial activism 
seem to be at the very least upside-down in this case. I think her ruling on the 2nd 
circuit denotes that she's a follower of precedent. 
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Q: Is there any concern that there will be some consequences out of this at the 
confirmation hearings at all? 
 
MR. GIBBS: No. I don't foresee that this would represent anything that would 
prevent her from a seat on the Supreme Court. I would note that one of the rulings 
that came down today in an important First Amendment case is that the court -- the 
new court will hear a case on September the 9th. I think that underscores the 
importance of ensuring that we get a new Supreme Court nominee there in order to 
become -- in order to be an active participant in that case, rather than potentially 
have something that's a four-to-four decision. 
 
Q: Can I get a housekeeping question in, Robert? Do you have the schedule yet for 
the briefings for the trip? 
 
MR. GIBBS: No. We're supposed to talk about that a little bit later today. Our goal is 
to get this done the next day or two so that we can -- I know as we get closer to the 
4th, people will have different things on their -- 
 
Q: Do you want to see her sworn in on September 9? 
 
MR. GIBBS: We want her to be an active participant when the Supreme Court hears 
what I think everyone believes will be an important case in the new term. 
 
Q: Robert, on that point, do you think that the reversal -- when you count noses of 
what the Senate votes, what your projections are, do you think that will change any 
of what you think your roll call will be? 
 
MR. GIBBS: No, because I think if you look at the last two Supreme Court nominees, I 
don't think the vote changed because they had cases either reversed -- let me 
separate that a little bit. Judge Alito had three cases reversed by the Supreme Court 
and is now a member of the Supreme Court. Judge Roberts actually had a case 
reversed by the Supreme Court as the sitting Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. 
 
Q: It was -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: Right. So I think that denotes that there's little political significance to 
whatever the Court decided today in terms of Judge Sotomayor, except to render I 
think a fairly definitive opinion that she follows judicial precedent and that she 
doesn't legislate from the bench. It is a little interesting to watch today the people 
that criticize her -- in essence, I think you've seen a new interpretation of a piece of 
legislation by a court, and her critics are criticizing her ruling based on judicial 
precedent and in support of something where a court has interpreted in a new way 
the law. It's interesting to watch the gymnastics. 
 
(Cross talk.) 
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Q: -- judicial activist. You're saying today was an example of -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: I think it is -- it's an interesting, new interpretation of a law that has been 
reviewed by many judges in many courts -- judges supported by Democrats and 
Republicans. I just -- I find it somewhat interesting. 
 
Yes, sir. 
 
Q: On global warming and greenhouse gas regulation. Some e-mails came to the 
surface last week that Republicans say opens the question of whether or not the EPA 
had already reached a decision about endangerment even before it announced it on 
April 17. The e-mail is an exchange between two people who work at the National 
Center for Environmental Economics. And in the course of one, a senior analyst says, 
"I have these findings. I'd like them to be distributed to the Agency and reviewed as 
part of the process." He's written back by his supervisor, "The administrator and the 
administration have already decided on endangerment, we don't need to distribute 
these findings." 
 
Some Republican members of the House and Senate say two things are at issue here. 
One, the President's pledge when he signed the stem cell executive order to use 
science in a non-political way, to be transparent, and not to pre-judge things before 
all scientific data had been reviewed. Do you have any comment on this issue? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, I've not seen those e-mails. But I will say this, Major -- I think one of 
the things that we spoke about in this administration was this was a -- endangerment 
is a policy -- or is the result of a court case that would require action in the absence 
of legislative action. This administration has always maintained that the best course 
going forward wasn't through administrative action, but instead through a process 
that included the views of Congress. 
 
I think Congress took an important step in that case on Friday by moving forward on 
legislation that will for the first time mandate the curtailing of greenhouse gas 
emissions. That's the preferred method that this administration would like to see 
that important issue addressed and discussed. 
 
Q: As Congress continues to work its will on that legislation will the President 
recommend to the Senate that it drop the tariff provision in the House that he 
criticized in interviews over the weekend? 
 
MR. GIBBS: I think he's got concerns about those positions. I think the bill is likely to -
- I don't know about this particular provision, but the bill is likely to look a little 
different coming out of the Senate, and those two will I think be reconciled and the 
President will have something to sign that he's comfortable signing later this year. 
 
Michael. 
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Q: Robert, today the President is going to celebrate Gay Pride at the White House for 
the first time. Even so, the gay community is somewhat divided over whether or not 
the President has done enough, the pace of change is enough. What does the 
President intend to say today, and can you talk a little bit about his thinking about 
how much he has to mollify a community that's been very supportive during the 
campaign? 
 
MR. GIBBS: I appreciate the opportunity to comment on mollifying a community, but 
that's not the way the President looks at important issues. I think if you go back and 
look at the campaign -- either his campaign for the Senate or his campaign for the 
presidency -- he takes stands that he believes are consistent with his values. 
 
We didn't play a lot of interest group-based politics in the presidential race, I think 
that was denoted by the fact that we didn't get a lot of endorsements in the 
presidential race. 
 
The President makes those decisions, again, based on his values. I won't get ahead of 
what he's going to say later today, but he will, I think, address a number of issues 
and reaffirm the commitments that he's made. 
 
Yes, ma'am. 
 
Q: Following on that, the President has talked about repealing "don't ask, don't tell," 
and also the Defense of Marriage Act. So I'm wondering if you can tell me what 
specific steps has he taken to do this? What is his timeline for doing it? And also -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: I think we got a fairly similar question a minute ago, but I'll try to -- 
 
Q: -- there's legislation apparently moving through House to repeal "don't ask, don't 
tell," I think it's H.R. 1283, and he hasn't endorsed it. Why not? 
 
MR. GIBBS: I can certainly talk to legislative affairs about what that piece of 
legislation would do. As I said earlier, the President has been involved in, personally, 
meetings on this topic with stakeholders, including those at the Pentagon. 
 
Q: What about members of Congress? 
 
MR. GIBBS: I don't know if he's met specifically with members of Congress on that. I 
know that -- I can try to get a list, I know that staff has worked here on the issue. It's 
a commitment that he intends to keep. 
 
Q: Can you talk a little bit more about the meetings that he's had, what -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: No. 
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Q: -- and how recent has he been in these meetings? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Since January 20. 
 
Q: Prime Minister Berlusconi says next week at the G8 the leaders are going to talk 
about sanctions, possible sanctions on Iran with the election. Is this something the 
President could support? Is he ready for that kind of discussion or is it too early? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, I have not seen what Mr. Berlusconi is considering, and I think the 
President would want to look at what is being considered before rendering a 
judgment on its applicability. 
 
Q: What about the decision today, the recount that seemed to be wrapped up very 
quickly after it started? Does the President have any feelings about whether that was 
a valid -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: I haven't talked to him about that. I know that -- I mean, look, we 
continue to have concerns about the way this election was conducted and obviously, 
more importantly, so do Iranians. 
 
Ann. 
 
Q: Is the Time Magazine report correct that the President has told his staff that he 
intends to not search for a church in Washington, but he will worship at Camp David 
instead? 
 
MR. GIBBS: No. There have been no formal decisions about joining a church. I think 
I've mentioned in here in the past couple of weeks that when he goes to Camp David 
he has attended services at the chapel there, he enjoys the pastor there. They're not 
formally joining that church and there have been no formal decisions on joining a 
church in this area. 
 
I will say I think one aspect of the article that is true, as I mentioned here in that 
same discussion, was the concern that the President continues to have about the 
disruptive nature of his presence on any particular Sunday in some churches around 
the area. I think that was discussed in the article. And I know he is -- I think obviously 
he shares the strong belief that there's a very personal nature to one's spirituality. 
And for it to be -- for his presence to be disruptive, I think he believes that takes 
away from the experience that others might get and he certainly doesn't want to do 
that. 
 
Q: So for a while, he is not going to be searching for a -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, no. I think they will continue to look for a formal church home. I 
think when he's at Camp David, he'll continue to go to the chapel there. He has told 
us that he greatly enjoys that. 
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Jon. 
 
Q: On Gitmo, just to follow on what Mark asked about, you said that the President 
does not plan to take unilateral action and cut out Congress. That, however, does not 
necessarily mean that you're going in the direction of a national security court, which 
would be a cooperative -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, let me just say that I think there have been a number of stories 
about this that have tried to advance the ball on decisions that have yet to be made 
here. I don't know whether those are being litigated among different departments 
with different viewpoints, but no final decisions have been made here. 
 
Q: Do you guys still feel like the January 20 deadline for closing Gitmo is within 
reach? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Absolutely. I think we've made -- I think you've seen over the past few 
weeks -- progress, particularly with statements by the European Union and individual 
countries in their desire to share the responsibility of settling transferred detainees. 
We've seen four detainees that were ordered released by a court transferred to 
Bermuda, others to Saudi Arabia. And I think we're making progress on what I think 
everybody understood and believes is a very complicated issue. 
 
Q: Well, isn't the Bermuda example, though, a case where it actually shows how 
difficult it is to transfer these guys, since I believe parliament is doing an inquiry into 
the head of state or the head of government? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, I think there was a vote on that and the head of state won that 
vote. Look, I don't think anybody would -- if this was easy, we'd have done it already 
-- all things would be neatly wrapped up. I think we understand that it's complicated. 
My larger point is that I think a number of stories appeared on Friday and over the 
weekend that get significantly ahead of final decisions being made here. 
 
Steve. 
 
Q: Robert -- 
 
Q: Thank you, Robert. 
 
MR. GIBBS: Can we just call you Steve from now on? You thought I said Lester 
because it sounds so much like Steve? (Laughter.) Go ahead, Lester, just because I'm 
feeling a little cheeky today. Go ahead. 
 
Q: Does the President support New York Democrat Congressman José Serrano's 
House joint resolution number five? (Laughter.) 
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MR. GIBBS: You're going to find I tend to get it mixed up with House joint resolution 
four and six. So I'd have to, at the conclusion of our time together here today, Lester 
-- 
 
Q: That's the repeal of the -- wait a minute. It's the repeal of the 22nd Amendment. 
Does he support this -- because Steny Hoyer in 2006 came out in favor of it -- does 
he support the repeal of the 22nd Amendment or not, Robert? 
 
MR. GIBBS: This is to serve more -- this is for two terms? Is that the -- 
 
Q: That's right. 
 
MR. GIBBS: I think the President is firmly in support of an amendment that would 
limit his time in the presidency to eight years if he's given that awesome 
responsibility by the American people. 
 
Q: Robert, the Senate Armed Services Committee -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: You don't have a follow-up on that? (Laughter.) 
 
Q: No. 
 
Q: No, no, just one. 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, it was actually two, but go ahead. Ironically, it was two. Go ahead, 
I'm sorry. 
 
Q: The Senate Armed Services Committee voted today to restore funding for seven 
F-22s. There's a lot of support for the F-22s in the House, as well. Are you losing this 
battle? 
 
MR. GIBBS: No. There's not a lot of support for that weapons program at the 
Pentagon. It's the determination that they've made that going forward that's not a 
weapons system that they believe should be a priority for this country and the 
threats that it faces moving forward. The President -- our administration set up a 
statement of administration policy that said, if that funding and funding for another 
aircraft's second engine were in the legislation, that senior advisors at the White 
House and the Secretary of Defense would advocate a veto of that, and that's our 
position. 
 
Yes, sir. 
 
Q: Thank you, Robert. Five years ago when President Aristide of Haiti was 
overthrown by the military, the previous administration promptly recognized the 
new government by the chief justice, because under the Haitian constitution he was 
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next in succession. Now with President Zelaya leaving Honduras, the congress 
elected their President, Mr. Micheletti. 
 
MR. GIBBS: Certainly one way of putting it, I suppose. 
 
Q: "Ousted." 
 
MR. GIBBS: Or "ousted." (Laughter.) 
 
Q: -- elected their President, Mr. Micheletti, as new President to the country, which 
is in accordance with Honduran law. Why doesn't the administration simply follow 
the precedent of Haiti after Aristide here? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Because I think what we saw over the course of the weekend was a 
severe disruption in any sort of democratic norm. We're seeking to restore that 
democratic norm in Honduras and haven't changed the recognition of who we 
believe is the President of that country. 
 
Q: My other question is, on the calls the President made to members of Congress for 
the passage of cap and trade, did he promise any political and campaign assistance 
to some of the Democrats who are an endangered district and who are on the fence? 
 
MR. GIBBS: I think the President said that -- I wasn't a participant in those calls, but I 
can assure you the President affirmed his commitment to support the policy position 
that they were taking in helping to explain to their constituents and to the American 
public the great benefit of this bill in creating jobs and lessening our dependence on 
foreign oil, which is a national security problem and an environmental problem. I 
know he is a strong advocate for the legislation and I think that came through in the 
calls. 
 
Yes, sir. 
 
Q: Given the President's position on settlement construction, what's the 
administration's reaction to the Israeli decision to allow the building of homes in the 
West Bank settlement? And have you seen the reports that Israel might consider a 
three to six month suspension of settlement building during a meaningful peace 
discussion with the Palestinians? Is that something the President has been working 
towards? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, I've certainly seen reports on that today. I think the President has 
outlined the responsibilities of all -- that he sees in a process toward building long-
term Middle East peace. I don't want to get ahead of some very important meetings 
tomorrow between Ehud Barak and George Mitchell, except to say that we're 
optimistic about making progress. 
 
Nothing, April? That's -- 
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Q: Yes. (Laughter.) Let me ask you something. The NAACP -- I understand that there 
could -- you shouldn't ask -- (laughter.) I understand there could be a snafu with the 
timing for the President's speech on the 17th. Is the White House trying to work that 
out or is there a chance the President may not speak to the 100th anniversary? 
 
MR. GIBBS: I don't know of any snafu. I will talk to scheduling, but I don't have any 
reason to believe that we're not going to speak there. 
 
Q: Because they were saying that the timing -- they wanted to bus -- they wanted the 
people to come all the way out to something and they're still having events and it's 
just not feasible for the time that the President wants, and they're giving you 
another time and you're saying -- the White House is saying one time and they're 
saying another. 
 
MR. GIBBS: Let me -- it's hard for me to do this without sort of discussing this with 
scheduling, who will predictably have all of these answers. 
 
Q: Any reaction from the White House on the Bernie Madoff sentencing? And 
separately, we're seeing some reports here and there about a rise in bonuses and 
executive compensation at some of the banks that went through the bailout process. 
What's the President's thought on that? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, let me take the second one first. Obviously we have appointed a 
special master to look into the compensation practices of banks that -- lending 
institutions that have received extraordinary assistance under the TARP program. His 
ability to review the salaries for the top 100 employees, and in all sense sign off on 
that salary structure, is in the process of beginning. I think the President and his 
administration are implementing wide-reaching, far-reaching executive pay reform, 
and I think the President has outlined his views on this pretty clearly since the 
administration began. 
 
On the first one, I think that -- I saw obviously that the judge wanted to send a very 
strong signal to anybody that invests money on behalf of others of the amazing 
responsibility that they have to those investors and to the country, and use this 
sentence to send a message. My guess is that that message will be heard loud and 
clear going forward. 
 
Yes, sir. 
 
Q: Can you give update as far as the campaign (inaudible) Pakistan by the Pakistan 
(inaudible) against al Qaeda; if President is quite happy with the campaign? And also 
if his mission is still to catch Osama bin Laden -- he's still at large -- and is he going to 
change after -- if Osama bin Laden is brought to justice, whether things will change 
or not. 
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MR. GIBBS: Well, obviously we would like to see Osama bin Laden captured and 
brought to justice. I think, as I've said before, our policy is broader than one person 
or one individual. I think General Jones was in -- General Jones visited Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, and India over the course of the past week and spent time talking with the 
President on that issue as well as Honduras yesterday. 
 
I think we've seen some progress. I think there seems to be -- I think the events that 
have happened in Pakistan over the past several weeks have united many in the 
cause against extremism. We obviously have a long way to go, but I think the 
administration believes that we're making important progress on that front. 
 
Q: Thank you, Robert. 
 
MR. GIBBS: Thanks, guys. 
 
END 3:31 P.M. EDT 
 
(end transcript) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
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PRESIDENT OBAMA: Well, I am very pleased to have President Uribe here today with 
his delegation from Colombia. The relationship between the United States and 
Colombia has been extremely strong. We've had great cooperation on a whole range 
of issues, and President Uribe's administration I think has, under very difficult 
circumstances, performed admirably on a whole range of fronts -- on security, on 
reducing the influence of the drug cartels, in improving the economic situation for 
his people, and stabilizing the country. He has performed with diligence and courage. 
And so we are grateful for his friendship and I'm glad that he was able to come and 
visit us here today. 
 
In our discussions, we talked about a range of issues. We discussed, most 
prominently, the interests of both countries in moving forward on a free trade 
agreement. This is something that has been discussed for quite some time. I have 
instructed Ambassador Kirk, our United States Trade Representative, to begin 
working closely with President Uribe's team on how we can proceed on a free trade 
agreement. There are obvious difficulties involved in the process and there remains 
work to do, but I'm confident that ultimately we can strike a deal that is good for the 
people of Colombia and good for the people of the United States. 
 
I commended President Uribe on the progress that has been made in human rights in 
Colombia and dealing with the killings of labor leaders there, and obviously we've 
seen a downward trajectory in the deaths of labor unions and we've seen 
improvements when it comes to prosecution of those who are carrying out these 
blatant human rights offenses. President Uribe acknowledges that there remains 
more work to be done, and we look forward to cooperating with him to continue to 
improve both the rights of organized labor in Colombia and to protect both labor and 
civil rights leaders there. 
 
Along those same lines, we obviously think that the steps that have already been 
made on issues like extrajudicial killings and illegal surveillance, that it is important 
that Colombia pursue a path of rule of law and transparency, and I know that that is 
something that President Uribe is committed to doing. 
 
We spoke about the regional challenges. The drug trafficking that has been such a 
cancer in the life of Colombia affects the region as a whole. When I last met with 
President Calderón of Mexico, he indicated the extraordinary challenges that that 
country is facing. Mexico and Colombia are not alone in this. Throughout the region 
in Central and South America, we are seeing this problem. It's important that the 
United States steps up and cooperates effectively in battling the adverse effects of 
drug trafficking. 
 
And that includes, by the way, the United States reducing demand for drugs. We 
have responsibilities. We have responsibilities to reduce the trafficking of guns into 
the south that help strengthen these cartels and the flows of money and money 
laundering that at times involves not just the south -- Southern Hemisphere but also 
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the Northern Hemisphere. And so looking for additional ways that we can cooperate 
on those issues is very important. 
 
Finally, we spoke about the fact that our relationship is much broader than simply 
our common enemy in the drug traffickers. We want a proactive, positive agenda for 
human development throughout the region and inside Colombia. And so exploring 
ways that we can advance clean energy cooperation, how we can advance efforts to 
improve child nutrition, reduce infant mortality, expand health care to ordinary 
people -- that is part of what I think President Uribe's comprehensive vision is: that 
you don't just use military tools to defeat the enemies of progress, but you use a 
comprehensive approach that includes improvements in rule of law and 
improvements in people's day-to-day well-being and their opportunities for 
economic advancement as very powerful weapons to restore order and to ensure 
that people feel confident in the future. 
 
And so we want to be a partner with Colombia on these issues. I'm grateful, again, 
for President Uribe's friendship, and I'm confident that we are going to be working 
diligently in the future to advance the interests of both countries. So, thank you very 
much. 
 
PRESIDENT URIBE: Thank you. 
 
QUESTION: President Obama, can we take a picture with you? 
 
PRESIDENT OBAMA: Hold on one second. You know, I just realized there may be 
Spanish press here and that was a long statement, but if you don't mind I'm going to 
go ahead and have that translated just so your people can get it. I'm sorry, I should 
have slowed down; I forgot. 
 
Q: President Obama, did you talk something about reelection? 
 
PRESIDENT OBAMA: Hold on one second. 
 
(Spanish translation.) 
 
PRESIDENT URIBE: President Obama, I want to express our gratitude again to you, to 
your Cabinet, and to the United States. Colombia in this alliance with the United 
States has received a great help for us to confront the challenges our people have 
suffered for long, long time. 
 
I have said to President Obama that Colombia, since the middle of the '40s, in the 
last century, has not lived one single day in complete peace. The help of your 
government is very important for the hope of the new generations of Colombians. 
Thank you, President Obama. 
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We have had opportunity to speak about many problems, as President Obama has 
said. I said to President Obama, I made to him some comments about confidence in 
Colombia; about security, the advances, the problems we still face; about 
investment, its relationship with the free trade agreement as a signal to give 
confidence in Colombia; and about social cohesion, the advances in education, in 
micro-lending, in health -- the problems we still face, problems in poverty, in income 
distribution. 
 
And in the case of human rights, Colombia is rule of law in the utmost expression of 
public opinion participation. We -- I am the first with a duty to support of our armed 
forces, but for that reason of their honor, every soldier, every policeman in Colombia 
understands that we need credibility for this policing of democratic security, and 
credibility depends on effectiveness and on transparency. And transparency is a 
question of human rights. 
 
Therefore, we are open, we are very receptive, to receive any advice, any suggestion 
on how we are going to fulfill our goal of ceasing civil violations of human rights in 
Colombia. 
 
About surveillance, I have said to President Obama that during our administration 
we have restructured 427 state agencies and we are in the process to restructure the 
state agency for surveillance. We hope to issues these decrees in the coming three 
weeks, and we hope that we can solve the endemic problems of these institutions, 
of this institution for good. 
 
I have said to President Obama about the importance of the help of the United 
States for us and the region as a whole to advance social cohesion; help directly from 
the United States or through the multilateral banks. For instance, in education and in 
child nutrition, we have advanced a lot, but we lack infrastructure; coverage has 
surpassed infrastructure. In child nutrition, we have advanced a lot, but we lack 
coverage in education for those under six, not to mention other of our problems. But 
we have a recognition to advance in security, human rights, state restructure, to 
advance in economics, to advance in social cohesion, and for all these things it is very 
important to have the permanent support of President Obama, of the government of 
the United States, of the Congress of the United States. 
 
My gratitude again, President Obama. And we are waiting for you in Colombia. 
 
PRESIDENT OBAMA: Thank you. 
 
Q: President Obama, did you talk about the reelection? 
 
PRESIDENT OBAMA: Hold on, hold on. We're going to do -- we only have time for 
two questions. I'm going to call on a U.S. reporter, and then President Uribe, you can 
make a decision on which one of the Colombian reporters you want to call on. 
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So, Doug Palmer of Reuters. 
 
Q: Right here. Thank you very much. You talked about the FTA, and you also talked 
about some of the obstacles to getting the FTA through Congress. I wonder, do you 
have a sense of how close Colombia is to where it needs to be in order for you to 
send the agreement to Congress? Is that something that can be accomplished this 
year? 
 
And then I also wondered if you would comment on the coup in Honduras and what 
additional steps the U.S. might be considering there. 
 
PRESIDENT OBAMA: Well, let me first of all speak about the coup in Honduras, 
because this was a topic of conversation between myself and President Uribe. 
 
All of us have great concerns about what's taken place there. President Zelaya was 
democratically elected. He had not yet completed his term. We believe that the coup 
was not legal and that President Zelaya remains the President of Honduras, the 
democratically elected President there. In that we have joined all the countries in the 
region, including Colombia and the Organization of American States. 
 
I think it's -- it would be a terrible precedent if we start moving backwards into the 
era in which we are seeing military coups as a means of political transition rather 
than democratic elections. The region has made enormous progress over the last 20 
years in establishing democratic traditions in Central America and Latin America. We 
don't want to go back to a dark past. The United States has not always stood as it 
should with some of these fledgling democracies, but over the last several years, I 
think both Republicans and Democrats in the United States have recognized that we 
always want to stand with democracy, even if the results don't always mean that the 
leaders of those countries are favorable towards the United States. And that is a 
tradition that we want to continue. 
 
So we are very clear about the fact that President Zelaya is the democratically 
elected President, and we will work with the regional organizations like OAS and with 
other international institutions to see if we can resolve this in a peaceful way. 
 
With respect to the free trade agreement, obviously a lot of work has already been 
done on the free trade agreement, and we are hopeful that we can -- we can move 
forward to completion. I don't have a strict timetable, because I'm going to have to 
consult with Congress obviously on this issue. We've got a lot on our plates, if you 
haven't noticed. And I think that the burden is not simply on Colombia; I think 
Colombia has done a lot of excellent work. It is a matter of getting both countries to 
a place where their legislatures feel confident that it will be ultimately to the 
economic benefit of these countries. 
 
I have noted a special concern that is bipartisan and shared both by this 
administration and Congress, that the human rights issues in Colombia get resolved. 



 
 

O F F I C E  O F  P U B L I C  A F F A I R S  /  E M B A S S Y  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  A M E R I C A  

 

Str. "Samoilova" Nr.21 1000 Skopje /Telephone (+389) (2) 310 2000, Fax (+389) (2) 310 2499 E-mail: EmbSkoWebM@mt.net.mk    

President Uribe has assured me that he is interested in resolving those issues. And, 
as I said, great progress has been made. I trust that we can make more progress. And 
I think that will help shape the overall environment in which this issue is being 
debated in Congress. 
 
Okay? You want to call on -- 
 
PRESIDENT URIBE: Entonces, Natalia Orozco. 
 
Q: President Obama, President Chavez, it's not a secret, wanted to be reelected; 
President Zelada [sic] wanted to be reelected; and President Uribe hasn't decided 
yet. Are you worried about what relation of those leader, and can have effects in the 
Western Hemisphere? Do you have a message for them? 
 
PRESIDENT OBAMA: Well, first of all, I think it's very important that, in all these 
countries, it's not for the United States to make these decisions. It's for the people of 
these countries to make these decisions. And one of the clear policies that we want 
to put forward is that we stand on the side of democracy, sovereignty, and self-
determination. 
 
We know that our experience in the United States is that two terms works for us and 
that after eight years, usually the American people want a change. I related to 
President Uribe the fact that our most revered President, or at least one of our two 
most revered Presidents, George Washington, part of what made him so great was 
not just being a founder of our country, but also the fact that at a time when he 
could have stayed President for life, he made a decision that after service, he was 
able to step aside and return to civilian life. And that set a precedent then for the 
future. 
 
But as I said, each country, I think, has to make these decisions on their own, and I 
think what's ultimately most important is that the people feel a sense of legitimacy 
and ownership, and that this is not something imposed on them from the top, that 
it's not -- does not involve manipulations of the electorate or rigging of the electoral 
process or repression of opposition voices, but that whatever is determined is done 
in an open, transparent way so that people feel confident that whoever is in power 
represents their voices and their interests. 
 
PRESIDENT URIBE: Let me make some comments about this question. I brought to 
the table some topics that I call topics of internal debate in Colombia at this 
moment. And one of the topics I brought to talk about it with President Obama is 
this topic. And I want to summarize. 
 
I said to President Obama, first, I am concerned, because I am a member of one 
generation of the four or five generations that have not lived one single day in peace 
in Colombia or prosperity. Therefore, I consider that Colombia needs to extend in 
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that time security, democratic values, investment in social responsibility and social 
cohesion -- with adjustments. 
 
I don't believe in stagnation, and I don't believe in gross changes. I believe in one 
goal, in one mission, with dynamism, with daily adjustments. And I have said in the 
second point of this comment that I consider that this is happening, it is necessary to 
extend these policies. It is not convenient to perpetuate the precedent. 
 
And I have said to President Obama what I want to say to you. Colombia is a country 
of solid democratic institutions. When we speak about institutions, we cannot speak 
in abstract about institutions. We have to speak about institutions in concrete terms. 
We have 1,102 mayors directly elected by the people; 32 governors. The regions in 
Colombia invest 51 percent of the public expenses. My government has built 
governments with all the regional governors and mayors regardless their political 
regions, and they have many, many political regions. 
 
The justice, administration is independent in Colombia. Colombia has solid free 
press. Colombia has bodies, independent bodies, for control. Colombia is a country 
with very solid institutions. 
 
I beg you, journalists, to separate the convenience or inconvenience of perpetuating 
the precedent with the qualification of our institutions. Anyway, our democratic 
institutions are totally solid. 
 
PRESIDENT OBAMA: Right, and the other thing I should say is that if I were to serve 
two terms, I'm fairly confident that I would not have the 70 percent approval rating 
that President Uribe has. (Laughter.) 
 
All right, thank you very much, everybody. 
 
(end transcript) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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awΦ ²hh5Υ DƻƻŘ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΣ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΦ DƻƻŘ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΣ ŀƭƭΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ 
have with us this afternoon the U.S. Ambassador-at-[ŀǊƎŜ ŦƻǊ Dƭƻōŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ LǎǎǳŜǎ 
aŜƭŀƴƴŜ ±ŜǊǾŜŜǊΦ !ƴŘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜǊ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ 
ŀƴŘ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ǿƻƳŜƴΦ {ƻ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀŘƻΣ LΩƭƭ 
turn it over to the ambassador. 
 
AMBASSADOR V9w±99wΥ IŜƭƭƻΣ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅΦ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 
taking your questions. 
 
The women in Afghanistan are critical to progress and stability in their war-torn 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
action take place. Only by men and women working together can Afghanistan move 
forward. The Secretary of State and Ambassador Holbrooke asked me to go to 
!ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŦŦƛǊƳ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ 
underscore the President and {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΦ 
 
We know that no country can prosper if half its people are left behind. And as the 
President said in Cairo, we recognize that our daughters can contribute as much to 
society as our sons. The truth of the matter is that countries that repress women also 
tend to be backward economically, and are more likely to be failed states. 
 
Three points: First, we are reshaping our programs and intensifying our efforts to 
help women to participate more fully in society, thereby helping them to increase 
their contributions to their communities and their country. This includes working 
with men, working with community leaders to make it possible for men and women 
ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴǘƭȅ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ 
 
One example of that reorientation of programs is the announcement that 
Ambassador Eikenberry and I made in Kabul of a new $27 million fund of small, 
flexible, rapid response grants targeted to empower Afghan women-led NGOs at the 
local level to serve their fellow citizens by providing them with technical assistance 
and support for programs ranging from economic development, literacy, training, 
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skills training, and healthcare, among other programs that make a difference for all 
Afghans. 
 
Second, Afghanistan is in the midst of an election campaign both for president and 
for the provincial councils. We have called for a campaign that is credible, inclusive, 
and secure, where men and women candidates can campaign with no restrictions on 
their freedom of movement and can be assured of protection. Further, the 
candidates should engage in a vigorous debate on all issues, including issues of 
concern to women. And women are likewise raising issues of concern to them with 
the candidates. 
 
More women are running for provincial councils than did in the last election. And my 
travels took me to the Baghdis province, which is one of the poorest and remote 
parts of Afghanistan. And there, 11 impressive women are running for the provincial 
council, hoping to make a difference for the future of their country. Women want to 
be part of the solution. 
 
Third, there is progress in some areas, but not in others. Security remains a 
paramount challenge. Violence against women and girls is endemic and much 
remains to be done, including access to institutions of justice, civic education, and 
prosecution of the crimes. More girls are in school, but the Taliban have eroded 
some of that progress. Last year alone, they burned or shut down more than 700 
schools, and thousands of girls are now without access to formal education. 
 
More women are participating politically in the parliament and in local government. 
Many are engaged in the media, which is defined by freedom of expression. Civil 
ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǊƻōǳǎǘΦ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ speak with a collective 
voice and act in a coordinated fashion. They are a stronger and more unified 
constituency today than in a few years back. And there is a cadre of women leaders ς 
business, government, and media, civil society ς and they are an impressive group, 
yet their potential is not fully tapped. There is only one minister in the cabinet and 
she is powerless. There is a low percentage of women in the civil service. There is 
only one governor, in Bamiyan. And women are rarely invited to decision-making 
forums. 
 
Economic opportunity is critical if the people are going to see results in their 
everyday lives, and we are committed to a greater focus on activities like agriculture, 
animal husbandry, and other kinds of productive livelihoods, including access to 
microcredit focused on very small business development, which is also critically 
important. Progress in Afghanistan must be measured not just in military terms, but 
also in terms of social, political, and economic participation of women in rebuilding 
Afghanistan and in the safeguarding of their human rights. 
 
!ƴŘ ƴƻǿΣ LΩƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦ 
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MR. WOOD: Before asking your questions, if you could just identify yourselves and 
your news organizations, we greatly appreciate it. 
 
Why ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŜ Ǝƻ ǘƻ YƛƳΦ 
 
QUESTION: I have one quick question about the number of women running for local 
ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΦ .ǳǘ ŀƭǎƻΣ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀƴ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳ 
on what you heard in your conversations in Afghanistan about the Personal Status 
Law, which has been under review. Just a few days ago, there was a demonstration 
in support of that law. A thousand people turned up, including 300 women. What is 
your assessment of how women feel about the law, and what President Karzai is 
willing to do about it or not in parliament? 
 
AMBASSADOR VERVEER: I raised the Shia Personal Status Law with the minister of 
justice who has had it under active review, as well as with President Karzai, as well as 
with the women leaders in civil society. 
 
Where it stands now is the women have told me that they are pleased with the 
commitment that is represented in the revisions and reforms that have been made, 
as they have seen that draft. And only a few days ago, they met with President Karzai 
who told them that he would support those revisions and reforms. The women are 
hoping that this will take place before the election, but it is not clear. 
 
{ƻ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǎǘŀƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ 
and reforms that the women have been seeking. They have told me that they are 
satisfied with those that they have seen at the last such opportunity. And President 
YŀǊȊŀƛ Ƙŀǎ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ŀ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƛƎƴ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΦ {ƻ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
the current status. 
 
QUESTION: ²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΚ 
 
AMBASSADOR VERVEER: Well, there ς ƴƻ ƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ 
ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦ !ƴŘ ƛŦ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ 
only imagine whether ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ ƻǊ 
ǿƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŎŎǳǊΦ {ƻ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛǎ 
quite eager to see a satisfactory resolution, one that they have personally reviewed, 
and are satisfied with aŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ȅŜǘΦ 
 
MR. WOOD: Elise. 
 
QUESTION: Elise Labott with CNN. Thank you. Just to follow up on that ς I mean, and 
ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǎƘŜΩǎ 
powerless, and thŀǘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘΣ ƛǘ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
culture within the country of not treating women equally that is from the top down 
and the bottom up. 
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And so given all the kind of security issues and important kind of national security 
issues that you have with Afghanistan, how do you instill upon the government how 
important that is to you? I mean, you know, are there aid programs you can 
condition to make sure that they treat women better? And, you know, if the 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ to make this a priority, how can you ensure that they do so? 
 
!a.!{{!5hw ±9w±99wΥ ²ŜƭƭΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ !ƴŘ L Řƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ 
there are issues of culture, but there are also issues of political will, and that is one of 
the reasons I made the trip and why I met with so many of the ministers, as well as 
candidates for president and members of the parliament. In this upcoming election, 
ǿŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳǎΣ 
to discuss the role of women in Afghan society and the reforms that they are 
endorsing and the kind of progress they want to see. And the women are eager to 
see that kind of discussion as well. 
 
It is interesting that in the last few days, several of the candidates have spoken about 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ŀƴŘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ YŀǊȊŀƛ ƳŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƪŜȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
community and said to me that he was intending to meet with them again just a few 
days later. 
 
Now, we know what the hoopla of a campaign can mean even in this country. But I 
think it is critical to reinforce the importance of these issues in the next two months 
in which the campaign will ensue. Clearly, there has to be a will at the top and 
ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜŀǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǎǘŜǇǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴly 
going to happen to the extent that there is that will, there is that sense of greater 
empowerment and participation on the part of the women, and that there is a visible 
sense of the reality changing on the ground in terms of progress. 
 
And to the extent that women can participate both in the decision making and in 
actually working with the men in their localities and their provinces to bring about 
that kind of change, particularly economic change, that will devolve to the kind of 
cultural changes that are critical. But as I said to the leaders, it is important that they 
ǎǇŜŀƪ ƻǳǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ōƻǘƘ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ 
terms of some of the egregious activities that are ongoing in the society. And more 
specifically, I underscored the violence against women, which is certainly not 
acceptable. 
 
MR. WOOD: Goyal. 
 
QUESTION: Thank you. Goyal Raghibur from India Globe and Asia Today. Madame, 
ȅƻǳǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ 
its kind. What have you seen after talking to those women that they are fearing any 
threats from al-Qaida (inaudible) going to school and all that? Those are still there? 
 
AMBASSADOR VERVEER: Well, certainly, they are still there. There are ς as I said in 
my opening statement, that there are ongoing problems. But what I also saw are 
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women who clearly want to be part of the solution. They want to be able to make a 
difference in their society. And most basically, they want to be able to see the kind of 
change in their lives that will give them a sense that a better future is possible for 
them and their families. And they are acting on all levels. 
 
I mean, as I mentioned, we went out to a province that was extremely remote and 
ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ǇƻƻǊΦ LǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ describe the environment. And there, I saw men and 
women in a room talking about their aspirations for this election, the women 
candidates speaking better than I at this microphone in terms of the compelling 
nature of their efforts to run for office. They clearly wanted to be protected in that 
process. They clearly wanted to be able to move around. But they want to make a 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƭƛƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ !ƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
do is help galvanize those kinds of efforts so that indeed they can pay off in a better 
future. 
 
QUESTION: Just a quick follow-up. In the past, there were some reports that they 
ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǿƛǘƘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ YŀǊȊŀƛΩǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀƭ-Qaidas 
were there to help them out rather than the government or the government officials 
because of corruptions and other. So how are they going to come off now or coping 
with this problem? 
 
!a.!{{!5hw ±9w±99wΥ ²ŜƭƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘΣ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
progress. And they see every tangible step forward as something that will eventually 
ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ 
that is not a neat one that goes in a linear line, and there are setbacks as much as 
there are steps forward sometimes. But there is certainly an effort on the part of the 
ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƻƳ LΩǾŜ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ōŜ Ŧǳƭƭ 
participants in creating that better future. 
 
MR. WOOD: Mary Beth. 
 
QUESTION: Ambassador, thank you. When you mentioned the $27 million fund, the 
Rapid Response grants, is that part of ς I think in the supplemental there was $100 
million ς am I correct ς ŦƻǊ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΣ ŦƻǊ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ bDhǎΦ !ƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
compare to what existed before? Is this a big increase, a small increase, or ς 
 
AMBASSADOR VERVEER: Well, some of the money, Mary Beth, comes out of the 
pipeline. Some of it is existing money that is now being moved into this area. Some 
of it will come out of the supplemental. There are additional resources there that will 
be tapped. But it is a response to the ongoing request that more progress could be 
made at the local level if resources could go in. And these are not huge grants, a 
grant at a time necessarily, but grants that can go in can make a real difference, can 
contribute to the betterment of what is taking place in the local areas and also grow 
the capacity of the women to make a greater contribution. 
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{ƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ς ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ 
is very closely overseen by our Embassy in Afghanistan. Ambassador Tony Wayne has 
arrived there in the last week to oversee our assistance programs, and he will be 
playing a pivotal role in this. He was present with me on some of my travels outside 
of Kabul, as well as for this announcement. So we are making a more concerted 
effort to empower people locally to bring about the kinds of changes that can show 
immediate results in terms of their lives and their ability to make a contribution. 
 
QUESTION: Hi, Farah Stockman with The Boston Globe. I just got back from Kabul, 
actually, and I guess we overlapped. But when I was there, one of the things a lot of 
people were talking about in the aid community was the proliferation of 
ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 9ƳōŀǎǎȅΦ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ŜƛƎƘǘ ŀƳōŀǎsador-level people 
who were going in and out of Kabul. 
 
How does that work? I mean, is it a total net gain for us? Or, I mean, can you 
describe that? 
 
!a.!{{!5hw ±9w±99wΥ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƴŜǘ Ǉƭǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΣ ŦǊŀƴƪƭȅΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ 
commitment. And ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŘŜƭƛƴŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ 
arriving, some with considerable experience. And I think that particularly, for 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƛƴ !ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ ²ŀȅƴŜΩǎ ŎŀǎŜΣ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜōƻŘȅ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
piece, working in close collaboration with the leadership team there, will make a 
difference. 
 
{ƻ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ς ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴϥǘ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
create a greater continuing, ongoing emphasis in those critical areas that these 
individuals are going to oversee. 
 
QUESTION: Lalit Jha from Pajhwok Afghan News. What will be your recommendation 
to the new Afghan president to improve the (inaudible) of women in the country? 
 
AMBASSADOR VERVEER: Well, you know, women want the same thing the world 
over, and that is they want to have their rights protected, they want to be respected, 
and they want to make a contribution in terms of the life of their society 
economically and politically, and they want to access education and healthcare. 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ŀƴȅ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ǎƘould try to make happen, because all the data today shows 
that investments in women have the single most effective payoff in terms of poverty 
alleviation and the general prosperity of a country; and where the exact opposite 
takes place in its worst forms, we have imploding societies and failed states. 
 
{ƻ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘǎΦ .ǳǘ ŀǎ L ǎŀƛŘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΦ 
But in the long term, it would create a far brighter picture in terms of future 
progress. 
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QUESTION: Do you think the condition of women has improved post-Taliban era? 
Are the women ς 
 
AMBASSADOR VERVEER: Well, as I said, there have been many improvements, which 
I pointed out iƴ Ƴȅ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦ !ƴŘ ǎƻ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ 
keep working at these issues, and certainly on behalf of the women there if we want 
to bring stability and a better future to the country. 
 
QUESTION: Ambassador, good afternoon. (Inaudible) from Voice of America. You 
said the role of women in politics needs to be taken seriously. What did you hear are 
ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǇŀǘƘǎ ƛƴ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŦƛŜƭŘΚ !ƴŘ ŀƭǎƻΣ 
how many womens are being supportive of other candidate women that are there, I 
mean, for presidential or provincial elections? 
 
AMBASSADOR VERVEER: Well, there are two female candidates for president. I think 
ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŎŜΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ς and we can 
get the exact number ς running for the provincial councils, but in excess of the actual 
ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎŜŀǘǎ ŀƭƭƻǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭǎΦ {ƻ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ 
ς there is more participation at this point, which is very gratifying. 
 
The women want to make sure that in terms of their campaigns and their efforts at 
their election, that they have that kind of freedom of movement and protection to 
enable them, just as the male candidates want to have the same ability to move 
around to make their voices heard and to be protected in the process. 
 
Beyond that, the women are very eager to have the candidates talk about the issues 
that are of great concern to them. Often these are issues that are never raised. And 
the issues range from the security issue, which is paramount, to issues of 
participation, to the quality of their lives, to their representation and decision 
ƳŀƪƛƴƎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ !ƴŘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ Ǌƻōǳǎǘ 
discussion of those issues, it has to devolve ultimately to the betterment of their 
situation. 
 
QUESTION: Like women in parliament, did they gather around and show some sort 
of a support for these candidates? 
 
AMBASSADOR VERVEER: For the women candidates? 
 
QUESTION: Did (inaudible) have any reservations? Yes. 
 
AMBASSADOR VERVEER: Well, the parliamentary elections will be coming up and 
they will be running themselves. But the women in parliament have become much 
more sophisticated in terms of the role that they play, in terms of the issues that 
they are putting forwŀǊŘΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭŀǿ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ 
against women, which is a critical piece of legislation that has been undergoing 
review, a satisfactory review to this point, and will shortly be within the committee 
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process in the parliament where the women, among others, need to be playing a 
very significant leadership role. 
 
QUESTION: Thank you. 
 
MR. WOOD: Right here, please. 
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ !ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊΦ aȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ aƻƴƛŎŀ DŀōǊƛŜƭΦ LΩƳ ǿƛǘƘ 
CNSNews.com. My question is: Have you noticed a conflict between steps being 
ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ŘŜŦŜƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŜǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ !ŦƎƘŀƴ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
desire to protect Afghan culture and even their Muslim faith? And if so, what steps 
are being taken to deal with that? 
 
AMBASSADOR VERVEER: Well, that kind of reconciliation between particularly 
religious views in the culture and with progress are often viewed as somehow in 
ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ .ǳǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ 
mullahs, who take up these issues in their Friday services in a very constructive way. 
±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŘƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ YƻǊŀƴΦ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
economic participation fits in with Khadija and her role in terms of the history of the 
religion with the prophet. 
 
So there are ς ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦ LǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ŜȄǘǊŜƳƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
others do to say that religion condones this kind of horrific behavior to women. And 
so I see more and more women using their religion in a very positive way to support 
the kind of progress they want to see occur. I see more women joining them in that 
ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƭƭŀƘǎΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƻ ƎƻΦ 
 
QUESTION: Right. And when you spoke of reorienting programs, are programs such 
as family planning programs part of it? And if so, does that meet some kind of 
cultural faith-based opposition? 
 
AMBASSADOR VERVEER: That does not seem ς the family planning issue has not 
risen, to my knowledge, as an issue in that cateƎƻǊȅΦ .ǳǘ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ 
related to that family planning, is a very critical issue. Women suffer the highest ς or 
second highest mortality rate, maternal mortality rate, in Afghanistan. The lifespan 
for women is 40-some years. One out of every four children dies below the age of 
five. So there are very, very, very serious health issues that have to be addressed. A 
ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎΣ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ƎƻŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ L ƳŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
minister of health, who has got a real serious effort ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƴŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦ 
 
/ŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мо tw¢ǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŀ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘΣ 
working with the ministry and other governments are doing that in the areas in 
which they are engaged, as well as the multilateral institutions. So this is a very big 
challenge in the country, the quality of health generally, but particularly the health of 
women and children. 
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MR. WOOD: The last two questions, Lach and then Jill. 
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ hƪŀȅΦ LΩƳ [ŀŎƘƭŀƴ /ŀǊƳƛŎƘŀŜƭ ŦǊƻƳ !CtΦ IƛΣ !ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊΦ L Ƨǳst wanted to 
ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŀǾŜƭŜƴƎǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΦ 5ƻ όƛƴŀǳŘƛōƭŜύ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ȅƻǳǊ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
development is key ς ǎƻǊǊȅΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƛǎ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ƻǊ 
the cƻǊƻƭƭŀǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ Ŧŀƛƭ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΣ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ς hamper development? 
 
AMBASSADOR VERVEER: Well, I guess it depends who you talk to. Some people 
ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǘ ǾƛƎƻǊƻǳǎƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǉŀȅ ŀƴȅ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƛǘΦ {ƻ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
something that ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǾƛƎƻǊƻǳǎƭȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎΣ 
which is one of the reasons I made the trip. It is really critical to seeing progress in 
Afghanistan, and it is ς ƛǘΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ƳŜǎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎΦ 
But -- 
 
Q¦9{¢LhbΥ ²Ƙƻ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀȅΚ /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ -- 
 
!a.!{{!5hw ±9w±99wΥ ²ŜƭƭΣ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ 
happening in the country, and there are forces that are resistant, clearly. But I think 
if people see more progress at all levels, men and women, then this is going to be 
something that we might call a no-brainer. 
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ƛǘΚ 
 
AMBASSADOR VERVEER: I think more has to be done at the national level, just as 
moǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭǎΦ .ǳǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎΣ 
there is a lot of coming together in a successful way. 
 
MR. WOOD: Last question, Jill. 
 
QUESTION: Thank you. Jill Dougherty from CNN. Civilian development is so important 
to the strategy in Afghanistan. And when you were on the ground actually seeing 
ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΣ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŀǎ 
ƛǘΩǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΣ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΚ !ƴŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ 
feedback, how do you formally present that ς to the Secretary, to the President, or 
how does that happen? 
 
AMBASSADOR VERVEER: Well, one of the things that was reinforced on the ground is 
how critical it is for people at the very local level to see change in their lives, to be 
able to have a livelihood, to be able to care for their families, to be able to not feel 
threatened in terms of their well-being from the conflict that surrounds them. So 
that, and I think the fact that we are moving more and more of our efforts to that 
ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻΦ {ƻ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
really important. 
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In terms of ongoing feedback, we are now speaking to a wide range of Afghans both 
in the capital, beyond the capital, in the provinces. And they know, both in terms of 
working with increasing numbers of members of the Embassy staff who are moving 
out across the country, as well as to us and others who are in direct contact with 
ǘƘŜƳΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ progress is 
coming, what the setbacks are, what the obstacles are, and how we might better 
help them in the future. 
 
MR. WOOD: Thank you all. 
 
AMBASSADOR VERVEER: Thank you. 
 
(end transcript) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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(begin transcript) 
 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
 
Office of the Press Secretary 
 
June 30, 2009 
 
REMARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 
 
ON COMMUNITY SOLUTIONS AGENDA 
 
East Room 
 
2:21 P.M. EDT 
 
THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Well, it is wonderful to see all these do-
gooders in one room. (Laughter.) And it is always a dangerous thing trying to follow 
Geoffrey Canada. (Laughter.) But I thank you all for being here. 
 
Before we begin the subject of today's gathering, I want to say a few words about an 
important milestone that we've reached in Iraq. Today, American troops have 
transferred control of all Iraqi cities and towns to Iraq's government and security 
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forces. (Applause.) This transition was agreed to last year as part of our Status of 
Forces Agreement with the sovereign Iraqi government. It's a part of our strategy to 
responsibly end the war by removing all American combat brigades from Iraq by next 
September, and all of our troops from Iraq by the end of 2011. 
 
So the Iraqi people are rightly treating this day as a cause for celebration. This is an 
important step forward, as a sovereign and united Iraq continues to take control of 
its own destiny. And with this progress comes responsibility. Iraq's future is in the 
hands of its own people. And Iraq's leaders must now make some hard choices 
necessary to resolve key political questions, to advance opportunity, and to provide 
security for their towns and their cities. In this effort, America will be a strong 
partner to the Iraqi people on behalf of their security and prosperity. 
 
Make no mistake: There will be difficult days ahead. We know that the violence in 
Iraq will continue -- we see that already in the senseless bombing in Kirkuk earlier 
today. And there are those who will test Iraq's security forces, and the resolve of the 
Iraqi people, through more sectarian bombings and the murder of innocent civilians. 
But I'm confident that those forces will fail. The future belongs to those who build, 
not those who destroy. And today's transition is further proof that those who have 
tried to pull Iraq into the abyss of disunion and civil war are on the wrong side of 
history. 
 
Finally, the very fact that Iraqis are celebrating this day is a testament to the 
courage, the capability, and commitment of every single American who has served in 
Iraq. (Applause.) That's worth applause. Through tour after tour of duty, our troops 
have overcome every obstacle to extend this precious opportunity to the Iraqi 
people. These women and men are not always in the headlines, but they're in our 
hearts and prayers, and we will forever honor their selfless service and sacrifice, as 
well as the service and sacrifice of their families. There is more work to be done, but 
we've made important progress in supporting a sovereign, stable and self-reliant 
Iraq. And everyone who has served there, both in uniform as well as our civilians, 
deserves our thanks. 
 
Now, it's fitting that we're here today to talk about what each of us can do to lift up 
this nation, because our troops' sacrifice challenges all of us to do what we can do to 
be better citizens. That's what the people that you've heard from already are doing 
every single day. 
 
So I want to start off thanking Geoffrey Canada, Robert Chambers, Pat Christen -- 
who's here with one of Hope Lab's student testers, Richard Ross -- Richard, wave to 
everybody -- (laughter) -- for speaking with us about the extraordinary work their 
organizations are doing in their communities. And I want to thank Richard and 
Vanessa Nunez for sharing their stories with us today. Thank you very much. You 
both clearly have very bright futures ahead of you. 
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I want to acknowledge our outstanding Education Secretary, Arne Duncan. He's 
worth giving a round of applause. (Applause.) As well as, if I'm not mistaken, 
Congressman Jim Moran is here. There he is, right here in the front, with his 
daughter, Dorothy. (Applause.) I want to thank Steve Goldsmith for moderating. We 
were discussing the fact that at Harvard -- Vanessa, you were there -- how long ago 
was that? Fifteen years ago? We were together on a conference talking about this 
very issue. And so it's nice to see Steve, one of the outstanding mayors at the time, 
and now continuing to do great work helping people to think about how we can all 
fulfill our civic responsibilities more effectively. So thank you very much. 
 
I also want to thank Dave Cieslewicz -- I want to make sure I say that properly -- of 
Madison, Wisconsin, and Mayor Sara Presler of Flagstaff, Arizona, for their 
commitment as well. Please give them a big round of applause. (Applause.) 
 
And finally, I want to thank all of you here today for everything you're doing to find 
new solutions to some of our oldest, toughest problems. I know what you do is not 
easy. I know that for many of you, the hours are long, the pay could be better -- let's 
face it. But I also know the difference that each of you make. I know the lives that 
you change every single day. You teach us that there's no such thing as a lost cause if 
you're willing to be creative, and challenge the conventional wisdom, and take some 
risks -- if you're willing to try, and fail, and then try again until you find something 
that works. And today, I want to recognize that pioneering spirit and thank you all for 
the contributions that you're making to our communities. 
 
What you all do is important in any year. But at this particular moment, when we're 
facing challenges unlike any we've seen in our lifetime, it's absolutely critical, 
because while we're working hard to rebuild our economy and help people who are 
struggling, let's face it, there's only so much that Washington can do. Government 
can't do everything and be everywhere -- nor should it be. 
 
For example, government can help rebuild schools -- and Arne Duncan is working as 
hard as anybody -- but we need new ways to teach our children and train our 
teachers and get parents more involved in their children's education. Government 
can reform our health care system, but we need innovative approaches to help 
people manage their illnesses and lead healthier lives. Government can invest in 
clean energy, but we need new initiatives to get people to train for green jobs and 
make their homes and offices more energy-efficient. 
 
So if anyone out there is waiting for government to solve all their problems, they're 
going to be disappointed. Because ultimately, the best solutions don't come from the 
top-down, not from Washington; they come from the bottom-up in each and 
everyone one of our communities. 
 
As some of you know, I first saw this years ago when I worked as a community 
organizer in Chicago -- neighborhoods devastated by steel plant closings. And I spent 



 
 

O F F I C E  O F  P U B L I C  A F F A I R S  /  E M B A S S Y  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  A M E R I C A  

 

Str. "Samoilova" Nr.21 1000 Skopje /Telephone (+389) (2) 310 2000, Fax (+389) (2) 310 2499 E-mail: EmbSkoWebM@mt.net.mk    

hours going door to door, meeting with anyone who would talk to me, asking people 
about their struggles and what an organization could do to help. 
 
And it was slow, laborious going. We had plenty of setbacks and failed more often 
than we succeeded. But we listened to the people in the community and we learned 
from them and got them engaged and got them involved. And slowly, block by block, 
we began to turn those neighborhoods around, fighting for job training and better 
housing and more opportunity for young people. 
 
The lesson I learned then still holds true today: that folks who are struggling don't 
simply need more government bureaucracy; that top-down, one-size-fits-all program 
usually doesn't end up fitting anybody. People don't need somebody out in 
Washington to tell them how to solve their problems, especially when the best 
solutions are often right there in their own neighborhoods, just waiting to be 
discovered. 
 
So right now, in communities across America, people are hard at work developing 
and running programs that could be the next Harlem Children's Zone or the next 
Genesys Works or the next Hope Lab, and idealistic young people like Wendy Kopp 
who refused to listen to the skeptics years ago and pushed ahead to bring her vision 
for Teach for America to life. 
 
We've got young-at-heart people like Robert Chambers, who finish out careers in 
business or health care or education, and instead of transitioning into retirement, 
they're just too busy, they're too restless, so they come back for an encore, plowing 
a lifetime of experience into helping people in need. We've got people from all 
backgrounds, all walks of life succeeding where others have failed; getting real, 
measurable results; changing the way we think about some of our toughest 
problems. 
 
The bottom line is clear: Solutions to America's challenges are being developed every 
day at the grass roots -- and government shouldn't be supplanting those efforts, it 
should be supporting those efforts. Instead of wasting taxpayer money on programs 
that are obsolete or ineffective, government should be seeking out creative, results-
oriented programs like the ones here today and helping them replicate their efforts 
across America. 
 
So if the Harlem Children's Zone can turn around neighborhoods in New York, then 
why not Detroit, or San Antonio, or Los Angeles or Indianapolis? If Bonnie Clac can 
help working people purchase cars and manage their finances in New Hampshire, 
then they can probably do it in Vermont or all across New England, or all across 
America. 
 
Now it's not going to be easy to scale up some of these great ideas. If it was easy, 
you would have already done it and you wouldn't be here today -- except maybe to 
just check out the White House. (Laughter.) It's hard. But it's also critical. And it's 
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absolutely possible if we're willing to work together to give organizations like these 
the resources they need to reach their fullest potential and have their fullest impact, 
and if we're able to ensure that best practices are shared all across the country, that 
we've set up a strong network of ideas. And that's precisely the idea behind the $50 
million innovation fund included in the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act -- an 
initiative designed to assist community solutions like these that we're asking 
Congress to fund this year. 
 
We're going to use this fund to find the most promising non-profits in America. We'll 
examine their data and rigorously evaluate their outcomes. We'll invest in those with 
the best results that are most likely to provide a good return on our taxpayer dollars. 
And we'll require that they get matching investments from the private sector -- from 
businesses and foundations and philanthropists -- to make those taxpayer dollars go 
even further. 
 
And today, I'm announcing that I'll be asking Melody Barnes, who is our director of 
the Domestic Policy Council, and our innovation team to lead this process, traveling 
across the country to discover and evaluate the very best programs in our 
communities. 
 
And we won't just be looking at the usual suspects in the usual places. We won't just 
be seeking the programs that everybody already knows about, but we also want to 
find those hidden gems that haven't yet gotten the attention they deserve. And we'll 
be looking in all sorts of communities -- rural, urban, and suburban -- in every region 
of this country, because we know that great ideas and outstanding programs are 
everywhere -- and it's up to us to find them. 
 
We're going to take this new approach, this new way of doing business, government-
wide. So we've already set up a What Works Fund at the Department of Education -- 
$650 million in the Recovery Act that we'll be investing in the most successful, 
highest-impact initiatives in our school districts and communities. It's not just going 
to be the usual formulas here. From pioneering teacher training programs and 
efforts to bring new technologies into our schools, to early learning programs and 
programs to help at-risk kids -- these are the kinds of initiatives that Arne and his 
staff at the department are looking to support. 
 
At the Department of Health and Human Services, we're working on a new home-
visiting initiative connecting nurses and other trained professionals with at-risk 
families to ensure that children get a healthy, safe, and smart start to life. We'll be 
seeking out the very best programs to achieve those goals -- ones with the strongest 
record of success -- and we'll test promising approaches to see what works and what 
doesn't. 
 
So all of this represents a new kind of partnership between government and the non-
profit sector. But I can tell you right now, that partnership isn't complete, and it 
won't be successful, without help from the private sector. And that's why I'm glad 
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that there are some deep pockets in the audience here -- foundations, corporations, 
and individuals. You need to be part of this effort, as well. And that's my challenge to 
the private sector today. 
 
Our non-profits can provide the solutions. Our government can rigorously evaluate 
these solutions and invest limited taxpayer dollars in ones that work. But we need 
those of you from the private sector to step up, as well. We need you to provide that 
critical seed capital to launch these ideas. We need you to provide those matching 
funds to help them grow. And we need you to serve as a partner, providing strategic 
advice and other resources to help them succeed. 
 
If we work together -- if we all go all-in here -- think about the difference we can 
make. Think about the impact we could have with just the organizations represented 
in this room. 
 
We've got Jim McCorkell here from Admission Possible, a group that helps promising 
young people from low-income families attend college. Ninety-nine percent of the 
Admission Possible class of 2008 got into college -- 99 percent. (Applause.) Where's 
Jim? Where's Jim? There he is back there. The vast majority stay in college and earn 
their degrees. Admission Possible operates in just two states now. So imagine if it 
was 10, or 20, or 50. 
 
We've got Alfa Demmellash here from Rising Tide Capital. Where is Alfa? Right over 
there. Did I pronounce your name right? Good. When your name is Barack Obama, 
you're sensitive to these things. (Laughter.) So Alfa is with Rising Tide Capital, an 
organization that helps struggling mom-and-pop entrepreneurs get loans, run their 
businesses and improve their profit margins. Seventy percent of their clients are 
single moms. All of them rely on their businesses to support their families. So far 
Rising Tide has helped 250 business owners in the state of New Jersey. So imagine if 
they could help 500 or 1,000 or more all across America. 
 
If we empower organizations like these, think about the number of young people like 
Vanessa and Richard whose lives we can change; the number of families whose 
livelihoods we can boost; the number of struggling communities we can bring back 
to life. 
 
In the end, that's what this effort is about. It's not about the old partisan lines in the 
sand. We know there's nothing Democratic or Republican about just doing what 
works. So we want to cast aside worn ideological debates and focus on what really 
helps people in their daily lives. That's what each and every one of you are doing all 
across America. For that, I honor you, I thank you, and I look forward to working with 
you in the days and months and years ahead to address the urgent challenges of our 
time. 
 
Thank you very much, everybody. Good luck. (Applause.) 
 



 
 

O F F I C E  O F  P U B L I C  A F F A I R S  /  E M B A S S Y  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  A M E R I C A  

 

Str. "Samoilova" Nr.21 1000 Skopje /Telephone (+389) (2) 310 2000, Fax (+389) (2) 310 2499 E-mail: EmbSkoWebM@mt.net.mk    

END 2:41 P.M. EDT 
 
(end transcript) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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*WPD214   06/30/2009 
Text: Announcement of Designation of North Korea Nuclear Entity 
(Namchongang Trading Corporation cited in State Department notice) (296) 
 
(begin text) 
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
 
Office of the Spokesman 
 
JUNE 30, 2009 
 
MEDIA NOTE 
 
State Designation of North Korean Nuclear Entity 
 
The U.S. Department of State today ǘŀǊƎŜǘŜŘ bƻǊǘƘ YƻǊŜŀΩǎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǇǊƻƭƛŦŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
network by designating Namchongang Trading Corporation (NCG) under Executive 
Order 13382. E.O. 13382 is an authority aimed at freezing the assets of proliferators 
of weapons of mass destruction and their supporters, and at isolating them from the 
U.S. financial and commercial systems. Entities designated under E.O. 13382 are 
prohibited from engaging in all transactions with any U.S. person and are subject to a 
U.S. asset freeze. 
 
NCG is a North Korean nuclear-related company in Pyongyang. It has been involved 
in the purchase of aluminum tubes and other equipment specifically suitable for a 
uranium enrichment program since the late 1990s. 
 
The Department of the Treasury also today designated Hong Kong Electronics, 
ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ YƛǎƘ LǎƭŀƴŘΣ LǊŀƴΣ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ bƻǊǘƘ YƻǊŜŀΩǎ ¢ŀƴŎƘƻƴ 
Commercial Bank (Tanchon) and Korea Mining Development Trading Corporation 
(KOMID). Tanchon and KOMID were designated by the United States under E.O. 
13382 on June 28, 2005 and the UN Security Council under Resolution 1718 on April 
24, 2009. 
 
bƻǊǘƘ YƻǊŜŀΩǎ !ǇǊƛƭ рΣ нллф ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ŀ ¢ŀŜǇƻ 5ƻƴƎ-2 (TD-2) missile and May 25, 
2009 nuclear test demonstrate a need for continued vigilance with respect to North 
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YƻǊŜŀΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ Ǉroliferation concern. The designations add to continuing U.S. 
efforts to prevent North Korean entities of proliferation concern from accessing 
ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƳŜΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ 
nuclear weapons and the missiles capable of delivering them. 
 
CƻǊ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊȅΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ IƻƴƎ 
Kong Electronics, please see: www.treasury.gov/press. 
 
(end text) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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*WPD215   06/30/2009 
Text: Signing of Debt-for-Nature Agreement with Indonesia 
ό!ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ LƴŘƻƴŜǎƛŀΩǎ ŘŜōǘ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ¦Φ{Φ ōȅ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴǎύ όомлύ 
 
(begin text) 
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
 
Office of the Spokesman 
 
June 30, 2009 
 
MEDIA NOTE 
 
Largest TFCA Debt-for-bŀǘǳǊŜ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ {ƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŜ LƴŘƻƴŜǎƛŀΩǎ ¢ǊƻǇƛŎŀƭ 
Forests 
 
The Governments of the United States of America and the Republic of Indonesia, 
Conservation International and Yayasan Keanekaragaman Hayati Indonesia (KEHATI) 
announced today that they have concluded the largest debt-for-nature swap under 
the Tropical Forest Conservation Act (TFCA) since its passage in 1998. The 
ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ LƴŘƻƴŜǎƛŀΩǎ ŘŜbt payments to the United States by nearly 
$30 million over the next eight years. In return, the Government of Indonesia has 
ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƎǊŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ 
tropical forests. 
 
Indonesia is one of the most biologically-diverse countries on earth. Funds generated 
by this program will help Indonesia protect several forest areas on Sumatra, 
LƴŘƻƴŜǎƛŀΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴ 
Indonesia, including the endangered Sumatran tiger, elephant, rhino, and orangutan. 
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In addition, these forests provide important ecosystem services such as maintaining 
the quality and quantity of freshwater supplies and carbon sequestration. 
 
The swap was made possible through contributions of $20 million by the U.S. 
Government under the TFCA and a combined donation of $2 million from 
Conservation International and KEHATI. Grants provided under the TFCA program 
will support activities such as conserving protected areas, improving natural resource 
management, and supporting the development of sustainable livelihoods for 
communities that rely on forests. 
 
The Indonesia agreement marks the 15th Tropical Forest Conservation Act deal, 
following agreements with Bangladesh, Belize, Botswana, Colombia, Costa Rica, El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Jamaica, Panama (two agreements), Paraguay, Peru (two 
agreements) and the Philippines. Over time, these debt-for-nature programs will 
together generate more than $218 million to protect tropical forests. 
 
(end text) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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*WPD216   06/30/2009 
Text: Ambassador DiCarlo on the Situation in Honduras 
(United States joins other OAS members in condemning coup in Honduras) (279) 
 
(begin text) 
 
USUN PRESS RELEASE 
 
June 29, 2009 
 
AS DELIVERED 
 
Remarks by Ambassador Rosemary DiCarlo, U.S. Alternative Representative for 
Special Political Affairs, On the Situation in Honduras, In the General Assembly, June 
29, 2009 
 
Thank you, Mr. President. 
 
Yesterday, the United States joined our fellow members of the Organization of 
American States in condemning the coup, arbitrary detention and expulsion of 
President Zelaya and calling for the full restoration of constitutional order. We 
further joined our OAS colleagues in demanding the safe and unconditional return of 
President Zelaya to Honduras so he can resume his constitutional functions. As 



 
 

O F F I C E  O F  P U B L I C  A F F A I R S  /  E M B A S S Y  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  A M E R I C A  

 

Str. "Samoilova" Nr.21 1000 Skopje /Telephone (+389) (2) 310 2000, Fax (+389) (2) 310 2499 E-mail: EmbSkoWebM@mt.net.mk    

ǎǘƛǇǳƭŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ h!{ Permanent Council, we refuse 
to recognize any Government of Honduras other than the constitutionally legitimate 
government of President Zelaya. 
 
President Obama yesterday called on all political and social actors in Honduras to 
respect democratic norms and the rule of law and to resolve any tensions and 
disputes peacefully, through dialogue free of outside influence. We will continue our 
work through the OAS to determine how best to support the Honduran people as 
they seek to peacefully restore their constitutional government, relying on the Inter-
American Charter as a pillar for safeguarding democracy in the Western Hemisphere. 
 
Mr. President, we call on the international community to support the efforts of the 
OAS. We call on the international community to join together in solidarity with the 
Honduran people in demanding the peaceful restoration of democracy and 
constitutional order in Honduras. And we call on the international community to 
resist any outside interference in this process. 
 
Thank you, Mr. President. 
 
(end text) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Transcript: Obama Supports Initiative Combating Nuclear Terrorism 
(Effort now has the support of 75 nations) (1842) 
 
(begin transcript) 
 
U.S. Department of State 
 
Bureau of International Security and Nonproliferation 
 
Enhancing International Partnerships 
 
C.S. Eliot Kang 
 
Acting Assistant Secretary 
 
Remarks at the 2009 Plenary Meeting of the Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear 
Terrorism 
 
The Hague, Netherlands 
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June 16, 2009 
 
Good morning. Before we begin, I would like to thank Foreign Minister Maxime 
Verhagen and everyone at The Hague for their gracious hospitality. It is both an 
honor and a pleasure to be here in such a venerable and internationally recognized 
setting. 
 
It is fitting that our 2009 Plenary Meeting is taking place in a city that is home to a 
number of important international institutions that often refers to itself as the 
"International City of Peace and Justice." So, we are carrying on a grand and deep-
seated tradition this week. 
 
I am pleased to co-chair this meeting with Russian Ambassador Anatoli Safonov, a 
man of great stature and accomplishments in this field. 
 
I would like to welcome and thank each of the delegations that have joined us here 
today. We all share a responsibility for global security and your active participation in 
the Global Initia tive reflects a commitment to that obligation. 
 
In particular I wish to welcome Uzbekistan and Mauritius, our two new partners 
since the 2008 Plenary, and a new official observer: the International Criminal Police 
Organization ς INTERPOL. Welcome! We look forward to your participation in the 
Global Initiative. 
 
President Obama Embraces GICNT 
 
As many of you are aware, President Obama has laid out a bold agenda on 
preventing nuclear proliferation and terrorism. One of the first major addresses he 
gave as President included a direct reference to the Global Initiative to Combat 
Nuclear Terrorism. He is keenly interested in strengthening this Initiative and seeing 
the effects of our capacity building around the world. 
 
I would like to share a message from President Obama to partners: 
 
June 16, 2009 
 
άL ŀƳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ Ƴȅ ǿŀǊƳŜǎǘ ƎǊŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
Plenary Meeting of the Global Initiative to Comba t Nuclear Terrorism. There is no 
graver danger to global security than the threat of nuclear terrorism, and no more 
immediate task for the international community than to address that threat. We will 
succeed in our efforts only if we stand together as partners to prevent the theft, 
diversion, and misuse of nuclear materials and technologies; to detect the illicit 
trafficking of nuclear materials; and to respond to, investigate, and prosecute would-
be nuclear terrorists. 
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The Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism has my fullest support. I commend 
your efforts and applaud the 75 nations that have joined this initiative. I hope more 
nations will commit to implementing the Principles of the Global Initiative and work 
together to increase capacity and share best practices. As I said in Prague a few short 
months ago, the Global Initiative should become a durable international institution. 
 
Please accept my thanks for your hard work on building a better, more secure future. 
L ǿƛǎƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦέ 
 
[signed] Barack Obama 
 
We live in an age where the perils of terrorism are increasing, not decreasing. We 
must stay alert and understand how to work with each other in the wide range of 
disciplines included in the Global Initiative. 
 
Facilitating Capacity Building 
 
While there may not be a single, universal solution to preventing nuclear terrorism, 
ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άōŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎέ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ 
can be applied to others who may be facing similar threats. 
 
This is a central theme of the Global Initiative and our focus for this Plenary Meeting. 
It is particularly timely. 
 
Continuing on this theme, I would like to inform you that the United States is 
prepared to assist other partners in implementing any of the functional areas 
covered in the Global Initiative Principles. Some of you have heard about this at 
recent Global Initiative meetings. 
 
We call it an "incentive program," and it is a way to match our experts with partners 
that have a desire to increase their capabilities and are looking for a way to do it. 
 
We recognize that many partners are also in a position to share their expertise. I 
encourage all partners to consider the Global Initiative a forum for matching experts 
with those seeking expertise. Collectively, we have a vast array of experience that 
can translate into improved capabilities worldwide in preventing, detecting, and 
responding to acts of nuclear terrorism. 
 
We will discuss this in more detail over the next two days. 
 
Enhancing Implementation 
 
An important ingredient in bolstering our capacity-building as a partnership is having 
an effective way to work together. President Obama recognized that we are off to an 
ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘƛŎ ǎǘŀǊǘΦ Lƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ тр ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
three official observer organizations. 
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The time has come to identify enduring mechanisms for working together. This is 
what President Obama pointed to in his speech, and the U.S. and Russian Co-Chairs 
have been discussing ways we can work toward accomplishing this goal. 
 
We would like to begin discussing with you today, and throughout the coming year, 
ways to make the Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism a more effective and 
enduring international institution. Going forward, we will refer to this as "enhancing 
implementation" of the Global Initiative. 
 
Some Specifics 
 
Some ideas under consideration include clearly identifying a policy making body, 
having a decision making mechanism that is open to all partners, better coordinating 
exercise planning, and as I have described, facilitating capacity building, which is 
central to this Initiative. Fortunately, we do not believe this involves creating 
anything new. 
 
We are suggesting that partners energize the Implementation and Assessment 
Group, or IAG, as the formal advisory body for all strategic and policy-level issues, 
and re-shape the Exercise Planning Group, or EPG as an operational body to 
coordinate all Global Initiative exercises as well as any other related practical 
activities. We look forward to generating discussion in these areas. 
 
Emphasis for 2009-2010 
 
¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΩ ǾƛŜǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ άŜƴŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳǎέ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƻ 
facilitate capacity building in the coming year, and propose to focus on the first two 
Principles ς materials control and accounting, and security of civilian nuclear 
facilities. 
 
As I mentioned, my President is committed to taking quick action to secure nuclear 
materials. 
 
In fact, as many of you know, the United States is planning a summit on nuclear 
security for early next year and we believe that focusing on Principles 1 and 2 over 
the next year, will allow the Global Initiative to play an important part in those 
efforts. 
 
L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǊƻƭŜ ŦƻǊ Dƭƻōŀƭ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
international initiative to secure all vulnerable material in four years, since this is 
directly in line with Principle 1. This is not to overlook the important ongoing work in 
nuclear detection. We saw an excellent practical field exercise in this area that Spain 
conducted last year. 
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I also wish to acknowledge the excellent work partners accomplished over the last 
year on the Global Nuclear Detection Architecture and the ongoing development of 
the Model Guidelines Document, which could serve as an important strategic 
planning guide in helping nations determine their specific needs in the nuclear 
detection area. 
 
This is an example of collaboration that can take place in the Global Initiative for the 
benefit of all partners. 
 
Over the next two days you will also hear about furthering our work on nuclear 
forensics and a new framework to enhance operational cooperation between 
partners investigating illicit uses of nuclear material. 
 
AICMS 
 
Ambassador Safonov and I would also like to call your attention to an achievement 
we wish to share on an automated inventor y control and management system 
called AICMS. The system was jointly developed to replace a paper system used to 
inventory and monitor sensitive fissile and radiological material. We believe this 
inventory system may be of use to Global Initiative partners. 
 
Information Sharing 
 
Naturally, we also consider information sharing an ongoing priority. With regard to 
the Global Initiative Information Portal, or GIIP, we are pleased that so many of you 
access it ς hundreds per week ς and we recommend that the GIIP continue serving 
as the primary vehicle for centralized information sharing. 
 
We suggest that the Portal could be utilized more intensively, including for subject 
matter expert collaboration, and for real-time activity coordination and 
implementation among Global Initiative partners. 
 
L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ǳƴǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ 
nuclear terrorism anywhere in the world is clearly a nd directly linked to our 
collective ability to provide the right information, to the right people, at the right 
time. 
 
Now, as the Global Initiative moves forward we want to continue augmenting 
participation in the Global Initiative by continuing outreach to non-partner nations, 
particularly we have some gaps in Southeast Asia, Africa, and Latin America. I 
acknowledge the good work by several partners over the last year especially in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 
 
We also want to ensure that we continue working closely with the IAEA and EU, and 
involve an international organization that is a new official observer to the Global 
Initiative: INTERPOL; as well as all levels of government in our activities. 
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And finally, we ask that, as our partners, each of you continue building and 
strengthening relationships with the private sector, with those responsible for the 
management of critical infrastructure, with academia, and with key non-
governmental entities. I know this Plenary meeting will highlight several of these 
organizations i n one of the working group sessions tomorrow. 
 
I call your attention in particular to the World Institute of Nuclear Security, or WINS, 
a partnership of government and industry professionals sharing best practices on 
nuclear security. This is a new institute that is fulfilling Principle 2, securing civil 
nuclear facilities. My government strongly supports WINS as a complementary 
component of the Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism and I encourage 
each of your delegations to carry back to your capitals the need to support and 
participate in WINS. 
 
Conclusion 
 
These are the strengths of the Global Initiative ς the multi-sector involvement, 
information sharing, and moving towards a more enduring mechanism for 
interacting with one another. 
 
We look forward to another year of good work ς improved understanding ς in 
nuclear forensics, materials control and accounting, and in securing civilian nuclear 
ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ bŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ tǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ 
time on each. Our progress is measurable, as you will heŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ 
 
Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ς and I think we can all agree that when 
it comes to nuclear terrorism, our greatest success is when absolutely nothing 
happens. 
 
Once again, thank you all for your commitment to the success of the Global Initiative 
and for keeping the focus on improving our individual and collective abilities to 
prevent, detect, and, if necessary, respond to an act of nuclear terrorism. 
 
(end transcript) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Afforestation is the planting of a forest on cleared or unforested land. 
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Agricultural waste is waste from farming and livestock operations, including animal 
manure and harvest residues. Such wastes are sources of pollutions but also 
potential energy sources. 
 
Air pollution is the contamination of the atmosphere by substances τ including 
emissions from manufacturing plants, construction, power plants and vehicles τ 
detrimental to health and the environment. 
 
Air quality standards are regulatory limits set by the U.S. government for the 
maximum safe levels of pollutants or contaminants in the atmosphere. 
 
The Arctic Council, established in Ottawa in 1996, is a high-level forum created to 
protect the Arctic environment and promote the economic, social and cultural well-
being of northern peoples. Its members include Canada, Denmark, Finland, Iceland, 
Norway, Russia, Sweden and the United States. 
 
Atmosphere includes all the layers of gases that surround Earth, protect it from solar 
radiation and help create conditions conducive to life. Nitrogen, oxygen, carbon 
dioxide and water vapor are among the gases in the atmosphere. 
 
The Bali Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity Building, adopted in Bali, 
Indonesia, on December 4, 2004, seeks to support environment-related technology 
and build capacity for effective environmental management in developing countries 
and in countries whose economies are in transition. 
 
¢ƘŜ .ŜǊƭƛƴ aŀƴŘŀǘŜ ƛǎ ŀ άŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎέ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (COP-1) to begin a process to strengthen the commitments of industrialized 
countries to reduce greenhouse gas emissions beyond the year 2000 through the 
adoption of a protocol or other legal instrument. 
 
Biodegradable refers to the ability of a substance to be broken down over time by 
sun, wind, water and microorganisms. Most products derived from plants and 
animals τ like paper, fabric and food τ are biodegradable. 
 
Biodiversity refers to the variety of living organisms, from single-celled to complex 
life forms, in the ecosystems where they naturally occur. 
 
Biofuel is any liquid, solid or gas fuel refined in whole or in part from sustainable 
biological materials, usually plants. Some biofuels, like ethanol, are refined from food 
plants such as corn, but technologies are being developed to use nonfood plants and 
crop residue from food plants. 
 
Biomass is organic material from plants or animals that can be used to produce 
biofuels. Examples include switchgrass, miscanthus, corn, sugarcane and oil palm. 
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Bioremediation is the use of living organisms such as bacteria to remove pollutants 
from water or land. 
 
Biosphere encompasses all areas of the Earth τ land, air and water τ that support 
life. 
 
Biota refers to all living plants and animals in a defined area. 
 
Carbon cycle is the cycle by which carbon compounds are exchanged among earth, 
atmosphere, oceans, plants and animals. 
 
Carbon sequestration is a method that reduces carbon dioxide emission into the 
atmosphere by capturing carbon dioxide where it is generated and storing it 
underground. 
 
Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) are a class of chemicals τ once commonly used as 
coolants, fire retardants and aerosol propellants τ that depleted the protective 
ƻȊƻƴŜ ƭŀȅŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǳǇǇŜǊ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΦ Most uses of CFCs were banned under 
a 1987 international agreement known as the Montreal Protocol. CFCs are also 
greenhouse gases. 
 
Compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs) are light bulbs that use far less energy and last up 
to 10 times longer than standard incandescent light bulbs. 
 
CITES (the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 
and Flora) is a 1973 international agreement that restricts trade in wild animals, 
plants and any products derived from them to ensure such trade does not threaten 
their survival. 
 
Clear cutting is the felling of large forest tracts for agriculture or development, a 
practice that destroys habitat, kills flora and fauna and can lead to erosion, flooding 
and sedimentation of streams and lakes. 
 
Climate refers to temperature, humidity, atmospheric pressure, winds, rainfall, 
atmospheric particle count and other meteorological elements in a given region over 
long periods of time, centuries or longer. 
 
Climate change is the gradual, long-term alteration of weather patterns on a 
planetary scale, occurring over centuries or longer. Scientists believe human 
activities are accelerating the speed at which climate change is occurring. 
 
Conservation is the preservation and renewal of natural resources through good 
management for use by future generations. 
 



 
 

O F F I C E  O F  P U B L I C  A F F A I R S  /  E M B A S S Y  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  A M E R I C A  

 

Str. "Samoilova" Nr.21 1000 Skopje /Telephone (+389) (2) 310 2000, Fax (+389) (2) 310 2499 E-mail: EmbSkoWebM@mt.net.mk    

Ecology is the study of ecosystems to examine how all living organisms relate to each 
other and the environment. 
 
Ecosystem refers to the interaction of plants and animals and their physical 
environment. Ecosystems may be as small as organisms living under a rock or involve 
large geographic areas. 
 
Emission standards are regulatory limits set by governments on the pollutants that 
can be released into the atmosphere from sources like motor vehicles or 
manufacturing plants. 
 
Endangered species is a variety of animal or plant in danger of extinction. 
 
Endangered Species Act is a 1973 U.S. federal law that protects endangered species 
(likely to become extinct in the foreseeable future) and threatened species (likely to 
become endangered in the foreseeable future) by safeguarding habitats as well as 
the plants and animals themselves. 
 
Erosion is the loss of soil and wearing away of rock, often by wind and water. A 
natural process, erosion can be exacerbated by agricultural practices, residential and 
commercial land clearing and road construction. 
 
Fossil fuels, which include coal, oil and natural gas, are nonrenewable energy sources 
derived from hydrocarbons formed from fossilized remains of plants and animals by 
the pressure and action of the Earth over millions of years. 
 
Geothermal energy is energy derived from the natural heat and water resources 
within the earth, such as volcanoes and hot springs. 
 
Global cooling is a decrease in the average teƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΣ 
especially a sustained decrease resulting from climate change. 
 
Dƭƻōŀƭ ǿŀǊƳƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΣ 
especially a sustained increase resulting from climate change. 
 
Greenhouse effect describes a rise in temperatures on Earth due to the 
accumulation of certain gases in the atmosphere, such as water vapor, carbon 
ŘƛƻȄƛŘŜΣ ƴƛǘǊƻǳǎ ƻȄƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǘƘŀƴŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘǊŀǇ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ 
escape of heat into space. Discovered and characterized by French scientist Joseph 
Fourier, English scientist John Tyndall and Swedish scientist Svante Arrhenius in the 
19th century. 
 
DǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ ƎŀǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƳƻƭŜŎǳƭŜǎ ƛƴ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǾŀǇƻǊΣ ŎŀǊōƻƴ 
dioxide, nitrous oxƛŘŜΣ ƳŜǘƘŀƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƭƻǊƻŦƭǳƻǊƻŎŀǊōƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊŀǇ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ 
and prevent the escape of heat into space. Carbon dioxide and methane are released 
in large quantities by human activities and contribute to global warming. 
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Greenhouse gas intensity is a measure of gas emissions per pound of production. 
 
DǊƻǳƴŘǿŀǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŦƻǳƴŘ ōŜƴŜŀǘƘ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ 
surface and accessed by drilling wells or tapping underground springs. Pesticides, 
sewage, industrial waste and agricultural runoff can contaminate groundwater. 
 
Hydrocarbon is a chemical compound comprising hydrogen and carbon atoms found 
in fossil fuels.  
 
The Kyoto Protocol is an amendment to the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC). Countries that ratified this protocol committed to reducing their 
emissions of carbon dioxide and five other greenhouse gases, or engage in emissions 
trading if they maintained or increased emissions of these gases, which have been 
linked to global warming.  
 
The Lacey Act Amendments of 1981 is a U.S. law that prohibits the import, export, 
transport, purchase or sale of fish, wildlife and plants taken or possessed in violation 
of federal, state or tribal law. Interstate or foreign commerce in fish and wildlife 
taken or possesseŘ ƛƴ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ƭŀǿǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΦ 
 
The Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, a 1987 
international agreement to which the United States is a party, called for phasing out 
production and consumption of compounds that deplete ozone in the stratosphere 
τ chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), halons, carbon tetrachloride and methyl chloroform. 
This was accomplished in 2000 for most of the listed substances and in 2004 for 
methyl chloroform. 
 
Ozone is a chemical compound comprising three oxygen atoms. At ground level, 
ozone is an air pollutant that irritates the respiratory system. In the stratosphere, 
ozone is a protective layer that shields the planet from harmful ultraviolet radiation. 
 
A pesticide is a manufactured or naturally occurring substance applied to open areas, 
crops, storage facilities and residences to kill or repel organisms that destroy crops 
or spread disease. Some pesticides can be toxic to nonpest species and can persist in 
soil and water. 
 
Pollution is a contamination of air, land or water with substances that compromise 
the ecosystem; threaten human, animal or plant health; or adversely affect use of 
natural resources. 
 
Rain forest is a tropical or subtropical forest with a vast leaf canopy that requires an 
average annual rainfall of approximately 2,000 millimeters. Rain forests absorb large 
ǉǳŀƴǘƛǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŘƛƻȄƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
animal species. 
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Recycling is the practice of collecting reusable waste materials for reprocessing into 
new products. Glass, metal, paper and plastics can be recycled, as can salvaged 
construction materials. 
 
Renewable energy refers to sources of fuel and power that are sustainable resources 
such as geothermal, biomass, wind and sun. 
 
Smog is a cloud of air pollutants τ dust, smoke, factory emissions and vehicle 
exhausts τ usually centered on urban areas. Smog can trigger or exacerbate 
respiratory ailments. Typical chemical components of smog include ozone, sulfur 
dioxide, nitrogen dioxide and carbon monoxide. 
 
Surface water refers to open expanses of water such as rivers, lakes, reservoirs, 
ponds, streams, seas, estuaries, wetlands, springs and wells. 
 
Sustainable agriculture refers to farming methods that conserve the environment by 
minimizing damage to soil, water sources, species habitat and other natural 
resources. Examples include no-till farming, crop rotation, and prevention of runoff 
or leaching of fertilizers and pesticides. 
 
Weather refers to temperature, humidity, atmospheric pressure, winds, rainfall, 
atmospheric particle count and other meteorological elements in a given region over 
a short period of time, usually hours or days. 
 
Wetlands are water-saturated or frequently flooded areas like swamps, marshes, 
deltas and coastal zones that support flora and fauna especially adapted to a watery 
environment. Wetlands also purify water and absorb excess rainfall. 
 
Wildlife refuge is a tract of land or seashore legally set aside to protect wildlife and 
plants. 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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