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Honduran Crisis Must be Resolved Peacefully and Lawfully 
() (792) 
 
By Stephen Kaufman 
Staff Writer 
 
Washington τ Political tensions in Honduras must be resolved peacefully and with 
respect for democratic norms, President Obama says, voicing his concern over the 
June 28 detention and expulsion of President José Manuel Zelaya Rosales. 
 
In a June 28 statement, Obama called on all of the political and social entities in 
IƻƴŘǳǊŀǎ ǘƻ άǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ƴƻǊƳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜ ƻŦ ƭŀǿΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴŜǘǎ of the Inter-
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ /ƘŀǊǘŜǊΦέ 
 
¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǘŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜǎ ƛƴ IƻƴŘǳǊŀǎ άƳǳǎǘ ōŜ 
ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜŘ ǇŜŀŎŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ŦǊŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦέ 
 
The Honduran military forcibly removed Zelaya from the presidential palace June 28 
and expelled him to Costa Rica before the start of a survey he had called for June 28 
to gauge popular support for a second term despite a Honduran Supreme Court 
order to the contrary. Under the Honduran Constitution, a president may serve only 
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ƻƴŜ ǘŜǊƳΦ !ƭǎƻΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŎƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ǾƻǘŜŘ WǳƴŜ ну ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ½Ŝƭŀȅŀ ŦƻǊ 
repeatedly violating the constitution and disregarding other government institutions.  
 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton said June 29 that the restoration of full 
ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƛƴ IƻƴŘǳǊŀǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
United States. 
 
¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǘŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ άǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦŜƴŘ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ 
Ŏƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǊŘŜǊΣέ /ƭƛƴǘƻƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 
The United States is working with its partners in the Organization of American States 
όh!{ύ ǘƻ άŦŀǎƘƛƻƴ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇǳƭǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
President Zelaya and calls for a restoration of democratic order in the country, she 
said.  
 
The Obama administration will also continue to work with other countries in the 
region to facilitate dialogue between the parties in Honduras, restore confidence in 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ƳƻǾŜǎ 
toward the presidential election scheduled for November. 
 
ά!ǎ ǿŜ ƳƻǾŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΣ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊƭȅƛƴƎ 
ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŘ ǘƻ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜǎ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǊǳƭŜ ƻŦ ƭŀǿ ƛƴ IƻƴŘǳǊŀǎΣέ /ƭƛƴǘƻƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 
The secrŜǘŀǊȅ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ άƘŀǎ ŜǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŎƻǳǇΣέ ōǳǘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ 
States is currently withholding a formal legal determination over what has taken 
place. Under U.S. law, no bilateral assistance other than for democracy promotion 
can be given to a country when its elected leader has been ousted by a military coup. 
 
She said the United States, which provides assistance to Honduras under programs 
such as the Millennium Challenge Account, is looking at the situation and considering 
its implications. 
 
άaǳŎƘ  ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣέ 
Clinton said. A return to the rule of law and a restoration of constitutional order 
άǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ Χ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜΦέ 
 
The secreǘŀǊȅ ǎŀƛŘ άŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎέ ƛƴ IƻƴŘǳǊŀǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ άǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǎǘŜǇ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ 
Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ ŀǊŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎΦέ 
 
She also said the initial OAS response to the situation has reaffirmed the 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ principles of democracy and constitutional order. 
 
OAS Secretary-General Jose Miguel Insulza warned Honduran officials June 28 that 
ǘƘŜȅ ŦŀŎŜ άƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴέ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊ-American Democratic Charter, 
which states that an unconstitutional interruption of the democratic order 
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ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎ άŀƴ ƛƴǎǳǊƳƻǳƴǘŀōƭŜ ƻōǎǘŀŎƭŜ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
OAS. 
 
The Permanent Council of the OAS also adopted a resolution on June 28 that 
άǾŜƘŜƳŜƴǘƭȅέ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴŜŘ ½ŜƭŀȅŀΩǎ ŜȄǇǳƭǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǘŜƴǘƛƻn and demanded his 
άƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜΣ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΦέ 
 
¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άƴƻ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀǊƛǎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ǳƴŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
ƛƴǘŜǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘΣέ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ 
its Washington headquarters June 30 to discuss the crisis. 
 
In a June 28 teleconference, a senior State Department official told reporters that 
the United States views Zelaya as the constitutional president of Honduras and called 
for his immediate return. 
 
The official said that in recent weeks, the United States and other countries in the 
region have been working to address the underlying causes of the conflict and the 
ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇƻƭŀǊƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ IƻƴŘǳǊŀǎΣ άŀƴŘ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎέ ƛn an effort to ensure that there was a democratic resolution 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ Ŏƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǊŘŜǊΦ  
 
²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ǾƛŜǿǎ ½ŜƭŀȅŀΩǎ ŦƻǊŎƛōƭŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭ ŀǎ άŜȄǘǊŀ-ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭΣέ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǘƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜǊƳ ƛǎ άŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ IƻƴŘǳǊŀƴ 
ƛǎǎǳŜέ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
 
The full texts of the statement by Obama ( http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-
english/2009/June/20090629110935emffen0.3666956.html&distid=ucs ) and the 
statement by Clinton ( http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-
english/2009/June/20090629113134emffen0.2144724.html&distid=ucs ) are 
available on America.gov. 
 
What foreign affairs decisions should President Obama consider? Comment on 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΦƎƻǾΩǎ ōƭƻƎ ό ƘǘǘǇΥκκōƭƻƎǎΦŀƳŜǊƛŎŀΦƎƻǾκŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴκнллфκлмκнмκŘŀȅ-2-what-
should-obama%e2%80%99s-top-priorities-be/ ). 
 
(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 
Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
NNNN 
 
 
*WPD102   06/29/2009 
Pedal-Powered Economic Development 
(Two-wheeled transit improves livelihoods in Africa, Asia and Latin America) (889) 
 
By Matt Herrick 
Staff Writer 
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WASHINGTON τ In many developing countries, motorized transport jusǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
work. It is often unavailable or too expensive for rural residents and entrepreneurs 
ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊΦ aŀƪƛƴƎ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ǿƻǊǎŜΣ ǊƻŀŘǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƛƳǇŀǎǎŀōƭŜΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ŦƻǊ нр 
years, Keith Oberg has promoted bicycles as a means to save time, enhance 
productivity and generate additional income.  
 
In 2005, Oberg started Bikes for the World (BfW), a Washington-area nonprofit that 
has shipped more than 34,000 bikes to Africa, Asia and Latin America. It is now the 
largest U.S. shipper of donated used bicycles to developing countries.  
 
With a U.S. market value of roughly $45 per bike, the bikes shipped amount to $1.5 
million in material goods. But the real value, Oberg said, is the pedal-powered 
economic development that results when a bike improves access to farms, markets, 
jobs, schools and health care for residents in hundreds of communities. 
 
A NETWORK OF U.S. VOLUNTEERS 
 
In a mall parking lot in northern Virginia, people are arriving with car trunks 
crammed and pickup beds stacked with bicycles. There are straight handlebars and 
curved handlebars, racing saddles and banana seats, mountain bikes and cruisers τ 
more than 100 bikes are donated on this spring day. Oberg works with volunteers in 
five states and the city of Washington to organize hundreds of collection events each 
year. Fifteen-year-old Patrick Carey coordinated this event to earn his Eagle Scout 
rank in the Boy Scouts youth group.  
 
άL ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǎƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ /ŀǊŜȅΦ άLǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦέ 
 
At the sites, volunteers in red BfW T-shirts remove pedals and lower handlebars on 
roadworthy bikes to maximize shipping space, while less desirable bikes are put 
aside to be stripped of parts (cranks, wheels and inner tubes, which can be scarce in 
developing countries). Volunteers also ask donors to contribute $10 to help cover 
freight costs, which range from $4,500 to $8,500 per container of 450 bikes.  
 
Besides these makeshift collection sites are stationary ones in small, independent 
bicycle shops dotting the East Coast. Bob Mallasch offers such a collection point at 
Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǘŀƛƭ ǎǘƻǊŜΣ .ƻōΩǎ .ƛƪŜǎΣ ƛƴ aŀǊȅƭŀƴŘΦ IŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǿŜŀǊǎ ŀ ǊŜŘ .Ŧ² ¢-shirt and tells 
ƪƛŘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ άŜŀǊƴ-a-ōƛƪŜέ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŀƳŀǎǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ-
service hours. 
 
άL ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΣέ aŀƭƭŀǎŎƘ ǎŀƛŘΦ άLǘ ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
also sent bikes down to the Gulf Coast after Hurricane Katrina and to local kids that 
ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ Lǘ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƛǎ ōƛƪŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ 
 
REACHING THOSE IN NEED 
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In 2008, BfW shipped nearly 10,000 bikes to eight countries. 
 
Once bikes arrive at their destinations, partner organizations take charge. BfW 
partners with dozens of nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) in countries such as 
Ghana and Costa Rica that want to incorporate bicycle transportation into their 
community-development projects. Unlike cash grants, Oberg said, material goods 
like bikes compel NGOs to develop effective administrative skills.  
 
For this reason, the bikes are not really being donated. Instead, they are sold for $25 
to $орΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ άǾŀƭǳŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŜŀǊƴΣέ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ hōŜǊƎΦ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀǊǘ 
giving bikes away, people will line up and turn around and sell them for a windfall 
ǇǊƻŦƛǘΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ  
 
When the cost is prohibitive for a potential buyer, the NGO works with the buyer to 
arrange a micro-ƭƻŀƴΦ LŘŜŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŦŦƻǊŘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ōƛƪŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ŀ ǳǎŜǊΩǎ 
productivity and wages, generating enough money to repay the loan and eventually 
ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ ōǳȅŜǊΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  
 
! άCh¦b5!¢Lhbέ hb ¢²h ²I99[{ 
 
In 2005, BfW sent its first container of bikes to a partner NGO in Ghana called Village 
Bicycle Project. The U.S.-based nonprofit has distributed 36,000 bicycles and, during 
the past few years, the majority has come from BfW. 
 
Afriyie Ekua purchased her bike a few years ago from Village Bicycle Project. An 
outreach nurse at the Buamadumasi clinic in Ghana, Ekua provides health services to 
10 remote villages inaccessible to motorized vehicles. On foot, she could reach only a 
few villages each week. With her bike, Ekua visits each village once or twice a week. 
 
Village Bicycle Project provides riding lessons for women and has trained more than 
5,500 people in maintenance workshops. Volunteer instructors teach common-sense 
applications, such as maintaining greased chains, inflated tires and roadworthy 
bearings.  
 
άtŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ƭŜǎǎŜǊ-ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜǊȅ ƴŜŜŘǎ 
ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 5ŀǾƛŘ tŜŎƪƘŀƳΣ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ .ƛŎȅŎƭŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊΦ ά²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
provide enough training for someone to actually make a livingΣέ ƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘΣ άōǳǘ ǿŜ 
ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǘŜǇΦέ 
 
Bismark Agbeve took that step in 2005.  
 
Agbeve is from Adaklu-Tokor in Ghana, which rests on lush Adaklu Mountain. He is a 
farmer, a father of four and an office manager for a community organization. 
Somehow he found time to take a bicycle-maintenance course offered by the 
project.  
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Agbeve purchased a bike as part of the maintenance workshop, which offers bikes to 
students for a discounted price of $15. He realized he has an affinity for bike repair 
and he opened a bike-repair shop in the village center. It now employs two 
mechanics.  
 
άaȅ ōƛƪŜ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΣέ !ƎōŜǾŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ άLǘ ƛǎ Ƙƻǿ L ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǎƻ 
Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘƛŜǎΦέ 
 
(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 
Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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*WPD103   06/29/2009 
Diary: Building Bamboo Bikes in Ghana 
() (549) 
 
Craig Calfee is the founder of Calfee Design ( http://www.calfeedesign.com/ ), 
builders of carbon-fiber bike frames that have performed in world-class competitions 
such as the Hawaii Ironman, the Tour de France and the Olympics. A few years ago, 
Calfee turned his attention to more practical transportation matters and founded 
the Bamboosero ( http://www.bamboosero.com/ ) line of bamboo-frame cargo and 
mountain bikes. He also formed the Bamboo Bike Project ( 
http://www.bamboobike.org/Home.html ) with scientists and engineers at Columbia 
¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ 9ŀǊǘƘ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ ōŀƳōƻƻ bike-making in Ghana. 
 
By Craig Calfee 
Special Correspondent 
 
July 1, 2009 
 
I returned to Ghana last August to visit Ibrahim, with whom I have worked on 
bamboo bikes. Ibrahim had assembled a modest crew at his bicycle shop in Accra, 
and crew members were anxious to learn how to build a bamboo mountain bike. We 
planned to build one over a five-day training session. 
 
My strategy with bamboo bikes is to get locals to begin building bikes for tourists and 
then move to exporting. As they progress, they will generate better profits, buy more 
and better tools, and gain efficiency. At that point, building costs should come down 
and locals can build less costly versions for themselves. 
 
Upon my arrival, Ibrahim and I tried to collect all the parts necessary to build the 
bike, but many local suppliers did not stock the correct parts. The Village Bicycle 
Project ( http://www.ghanabikes.org/ ) does a great job of teaching people how to 
maintain their new bikes, but once a crucial part breaks it becomes very difficult to 
find a replacement.  
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Bamboo is a different story. It grows abundantly.  
 
During my last visit, Ibrahim and I harvested bamboo and prepared it for curing by 
treating it with a nontoxic, split-preventing chemical. Now it is dry and ready to 
become a bicycle frame.  
 
After less-interested students drifted away, a core group formed and stuck with the 
training for the duration. 
 
We began by investigating local fiber sources to wrap the intersecting points on the 
frame. A village elder named Mr. Asanti showed us where to find a strong, local 
forest vine. He processed it into fiber by heating it over charcoal, beating it with a 
stone and then pulling it apart by hand. It was fairly labor intensive, but we used it 
on the bike for a local style. 
 
We also harvested bamboo for six future bikes. I showed the students how to choose 
the right diameters and lengths for different parts, how to apply the correct 
treatment and how to dry the wood. The students wrapped the cut sections in palm 
leaves and carried them out of the forest. In five months, these tubes can be used to 
build more bikes.  
 
After I inspected the assembled bike, I found it needed some reworking. In keeping 
with the idea of building one without my supervision, I recommended some changes 
and the bike was reassembled with backup parts I had brought from Taiwan. The 
bike was finally completed at dusk with help from Wisdom, a local bike mechanic 
with good tools. We marked the bike with the Bamboosero brand name, inscribed 
ά!ōƻƳǇŜέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǘǳōŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǘ ǘǳōŜ ǿƛǘƘ άaŀŘŜ ƛƴ DƘŀƴŀ 
уκмпκлуΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŜ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ ōƛƪŜΩǎ ŘǳǊŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦ 
 
(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 
Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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*WPD104   06/29/2009 
Diary: Pura Vida in Costa Rica 
(America.gov goes to Costa Rica to film bicycle development) (392) 
 
By Ben Harper 
Special Correspondent 
 
June 12, 2009 
 
Iƻƭŀ ŦǊƻƳ /ƻǎǘŀ wƛŎŀΗ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŦƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ǿeek and have 
met many amazing people and seen some of the most beautiful scenery I could ever 
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ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǎŜŜƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ōŜŀǳǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ 
point my camera. 
 
I am here shooting a story on Bikes for the World, a nonprofit organization based in 
the United States that collects used bicycles and works with partner organizations 
overseas to get the bikes into the hands of people who need them. The bikes have 
helped recipients start small businesses; made it possible to get to school, work or 
ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎΤ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦ CƻǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǿŜŜƪǎ LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦƛƭƳƛƴƎ 
collections τ where bikes are donated and processed τ and loadings τ where 
volunteers pack more than 400 bikes into containers for overseas shipment. It is a 
remarkable effort and one that is very well organized by tireless director Keith 
Oberg.  
 
¢ǿƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ LΩǾŜ ƳŜǘ ƛƴ /ƻǎǘŀ wƛŎŀ ŀǊŜ ¢ǊŀǾƛǎ ŀƴŘ wƻƴŀƭŘΦ ²Ŝ ƳŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ .ŀƘƛŀ 
Ballena, a small town.  
 
Travis works for Finca Costa Rica, a local community bank and a partner organization 
to Bikes for the World.  
 
Ronald is an entrepreneur with a burgeoning business. He has purchased several 
bikes through loans from Finca CR. Ronald started his own bicycle-rental company 
for tourists and for local ticos (Costa Ricans). While this may seem like a very small 
thing, Ronald said that having the chance to purchase the bicycles has given him a 
new way to support his family and has given him new confidence to start other 
businesses selling beautiful photos and other art made around Bahia Ballena. In 
addition, locals now have the opportunity of renting a bicycle for the day to go to the 
grocery, other towns, work and school.  
 
Ronald said he is amazed that this all began with one family in the United States 
donating a bike because they wanted to help another family in Costa Rica. That 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƴƻǊΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ  
 
A good way to sum up the gratitude and satisfaction Ronald feels is to use the 
common Costa wƛŎŀƴ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άtǳǊŀ ǾƛŘŀΗέ 
 
(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 
Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
NNNN 
 
 
*WPD105   06/29/2009 
Diary: Village Bicycle Project Founder in Benin 
() (546) 
 
American David Peckham went to Ghana in 1999 to study ways to make bicycles 
accessible to more people. He founded Village Bicycle Project ( 
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http://www.ghanabikes.org/ ) soon thereafter. Since then, the project has worked in 
12 African countries, where it has provided 36,000 bikes, trained 5,500 people in 
bicycle maintenance and distributed 15,000 tools. In 2005, the project partnered 
with Bikes for the World to deliver bikes to several African nations. 
 
By David Peckham 
Special Correspondent 
 
July 1, 2009 
 
In December 2008, I traveled from Ghana to northern Benin to learn about its bike 
ǎŎŜƴŜΦ L ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ŀǘ bŀǘƛǘƛƴƎƻǳΣ ŀ ǘƻǿƴ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ƘƛƭƭǎΣ ƻǊ άƳƻƴǘŀƎƴŜǎέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
ƭƻŎŀƭǎ ǎŀȅΦ bŀǘƛǘƛƴƎƻǳ ƛǎ .ŜƴƛƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ Ƙǳō ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ 
ǊƻŀŘ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ /ƻǘƻƴƻǳΣ .ŜƴƛƴΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǇƻǊǘ ŎƛǘȅΣ ǘƻ .ǳǊƪƛƴŀ CŀǎƻΦ 5ƻȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ ƘǳƎŜ 
tanker trucks with Mali license plates pass through daily. I think they carry crude oil. 
Their journey of more than 1,000 miles [1,600 kilometers] is extremely inefficient, 
expensive and dangerous. 
 
Motorbikes, or motos, outnumber bicycles in Natitingou by 4-to-1, with costs 
ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ϷсллΦ aŀƴȅ ƳŜƴ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ άƳƻǘƻ-ǘŀȄƛǎΦέ L ǎŜŜ ǘǿƻ 
significant ways that policy in Benin favors motos. First, there is an apparent lack of 
registration: I didn't see license plates on any motorbikes. Second, the authorities 
turn a blind eye to fuel smuggled from neighboring Nigeria, where fuel prices are 
low. Probably tens of thousands of Beninois ingest small amounts of gasoline every 
day, as most of the gasoline sold in Benin is siphoned from one receptacle to 
another. The highway outside Cotonou is lined with 20-liter bottles of gasoline for 
sale. Filling stations are rare.  
 
Most bicycles I see are second-hand European models. I saw a half-dozen 
secondhand Japanese imports for sale for $90 τ nearly double what you'd pay in 
Ghana. 
 
I found only three or four repairers in Natitingou. They were interested in my tools 
and charged about a quarter less than repairers in Ghana. 
 
I got to talking parts with Abel, a repairer. He told me that most of the bikes stored 
in his shop needed tires and tubes. He had as many as 30 bikes there and at home, 
some kept as long as five years. He said new tires and tubes made in Asia are rubbish 
because a new tube won't hold air and you often find tears along the seams. 
 
I get the same complaint in Ghana, only not so severe. Ghanaian bike owners pay 
more for punctured U.S.-made tubes than new Chinese-made tubes. Apparently, 
many more tubes and tires are needed in Africa.  
 
I also met Saliou, a parts seller, who travels around the region on market days. He 
stocks parts mostly for roadsters as opposed to increasingly common mountain 
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bikes. Saliou said he travels to Lomé, Togo, for parts. As Lomé is not far from Accra 
(171 km), I noted a potential partnership.  
 
When I got back to Ghana, I caught a whiff of the soiled shirts I had worn on my bike 
trip through Togo and Benin. I was overpowered by the smell of exhaust fumes. The 
towns are angry swarms of motorbikes. I can't imagine the respiratory problems 
people face. 
 
(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 
Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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*WPD106   06/29/2009 
U.S. States Seek Fair Method for Selection of Judges 
() (732) 
 
By Stefano Rivolta 
Staff Writer 
 
Washington τ In any trial, the judge plays one of the most important roles. In the 
United States, how these judges are selected τ and the role citizens play in selecting 
them τ varies. 
 
At the federal level, judges are nominated by the president and confirmed by the 
Senate, as the U.S. Constitution requires. But within states, the process differs, Adam 
Skaggs, democracy counsel for the Brennan Center for Judicial Studies at New York 
University, told America.gov. 
 
VARYING STATE SYSTEMS 
 
Many states have three levels of courts: the supreme, appellate or circuit, and trial 
court. Some states combine the trial courts and the appellate courts into one 
system.  
 
The first level most cases go through is the trial court, where evidence is reviewed 
and facts are determined. At the appellate or circuit court, judges review the 
decisions made in the trial court. Evidence, testimony and other information 
presented at trial are assessed when reviewing the initial ruling.  
 
ά¢ƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ŎƻǳǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΣέ {ƪŀƎƎǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ άƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǎǳǇǊŜƳŜ ŎƻǳǊǘΦέ ¢ƘŜ 
supreme court exclusively deal with legal appeals from the intermediate courts and 
does not hold trials. The high court may vacate τ or discard τ the decision, or it 
may remand τ send back down τ ŀ ƭƻǿŜǊ ŎƻǳǊǘΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΣ ǊŜǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǊƛŀƭΦ  
 



 
 

O F F I C E  O F  P U B L I C  A F F A I R S  /  E M B A S S Y  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  A M E R I C A  

 

Str. "Samoilova" Nr.21 1000 Skopje /Telephone (+389) (2) 310 2000, Fax (+389) (2) 310 2499 E-mail: EmbSkoWebM@mt.net.mk    

How judges are selected for these state courts varies. Some are appointed by 
governors and confirmed by the state legislature, mimicking the federal judicial-
appointment process. Others are elected directly by the people. In some states, a 
mix between appointments and elections is used. Some use a retention process in 
which a governor appoints a judge for a term and at the end of the term, the citizens 
vote whether to keep the judge in office.  
 
According to the Brennan Center, 39 out of 50 states hold some sort of judicial 
election. Thirty-eight states have elections only for the state supreme court. Seven of 
those states hold partisan elections (where judicial candidates run as members of a 
political party), 14 have nonpartisan elections and 17 have a retention process 
following an appointment. 
 
9ŀŎƘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜǎΦ YŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ 
τ and away from the ballot box τ lets informed individuals come to a thoughtful 
decision. On the other hand, when citizens vote for their judges, their democratic 
duties are more freely exercised and governmental prejudice can be avoided, which 
is one reason why public judicial elections began in the late 1800s. 
 
In some judicial races, candidates cannot disclose their party affiliation, while in 
others they can choose to run as a member of a political party. Running in a 
nonpartisan election can be difficult for judicial candidates, who must inform the 
ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǘŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ άǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ 
ώƛƴϐ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǇŀǊǘȅΣέ {ƪŀƎƎǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά.ƻǘƘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ƻŦ ƧǳŘƛŎƛŀƭ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ 
having beneficial outcomes; howevŜǊΤ ǘƘŜȅ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǿŜƭƭΦέ  
 
The relationship between judges and those who contribute money to their 
campaigns is an issue that many τ including the U.S. Supreme Court τ have closely 
examined for signs of potential bias.  
 
In the case Caperton v. Massey, the Supreme Court on June 8 ruled that elected 
judges have a responsibility to remove themselves from cases involving major 
campaign donors. In this case, the judge reviewing the appeal of a ruling against a 
large coal company previously had accepted $3 million in campaign donations from 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ŎƘƛŜŦ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜΦ  
 
Citizens are capable of getting accurate information on judicial candidates, Skaggs 
said, yet biased political information about a candidate spreads during judicial 
contests just like in other elections. Advertising that uses slanders, character attacks 
ŀƴŘ ƴŀƳŜ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ǎƪŜǿ ǘƘŜ ǾƻǘŜǊΩǎ ǾƛŜǿǇƻƛƴǘΣ {ƪŀƎƎǎ ǎŀƛŘΦ  
 
{ƻƳŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŜǊƛǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƛŎƛŀƭ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ άLŦ ǘƘŜ 
members of the commission are selected appropriately and the selection process 
ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘΣέ {ƪŀƎƎǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ άŀ ƳŜǊƛǘ-commission-based selection process can 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƧǳŘƛŎƛŀƭ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜǎΦέ 
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A merit commission usually consists of a mix of public members, lawyers and 
nonlawyers, appointed by the state government. Merit commission members should 
be highly qualified to interpret policies and determine complex issues by virtue of 
education, experience and training. This should result in a more informed selection 
based on merit rather than political affiliation, and could limit bias, Skaggs said. 
 
(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 
Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Michelle Obama Defines Own Role as First Lady 
όά¦ƴƛǘŜŘ ²Ŝ {ŜǊǾŜέ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ ƻƴŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŦƻŎǳǎύ όртмύ 
 
By Elizabeth Kenigsberg 
Staff Writer 
 
Washington τ The role of first lady is arguably the most powerful and influential 
nonelected, nonappointed position in the White House. However, despite having a 
large staff, and one of the most premiere pieces of real estate, the White House, as 
her office, the first lady has no formal job description and the U.S. Constitution 
makes no mention of the role ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ƛƴ ŎƘƛŜŦΩǎ ǎǇƻǳǎŜΦ  
 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǎǇƻǳǎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 
hostess, working to organize White House functions and diplomatic events. In recent 
years, however, first ladies have taken a more public role in developing policy and 
pursuing their own initiatives.  
 
An accomplished lawyer, former hospital administrator and self-ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ άƳƻƳ-in-
ŎƘƛŜŦΣέ aƛŎƘŜƭƭŜ hōŀƳŀ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǊƻƭŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
balance work and family life, as she works to move discussion beyond her wardrobe 
to engaging the American public on important issues. 
 
ENCOURAGING AMERICANS TO SERVE  
 
Most recently, Michelle Obama has harnessed her role as first lady to encourage 
Americans to give back through volunteerism.  
 
On June 22 in San Francisco she launched United We Serve, an initiative by the 
hōŀƳŀ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭŀŘȅ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ άŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǿƛŘŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƻƴ 
ŀƭƭ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭƛǾŜǎΦέ 
 
άLǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǘǊǳŜ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΩ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƎƭŀŘƴŜǎǎ 
ƳŜŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŘŜŜǇŜǎǘ ƴŜŜŘΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ 
for volunteerism during this time of economic recession.  
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ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǾƛŜǿ ǎŜǊvice as separate from our national 
priorities, or in addition to our national priorities. We see it as the key to achieving 
ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΣέ ǎƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΦ ά²Ŝ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
new foundation for our economy is to establish a new role for service in this 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦέ 
 
hōŀƳŀ ǎŀƛŘ ǎƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǎƳ άǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 
ǘƘŀǘ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǘƻƻƭǎΦέ  
 
Those tools include the Web site www.serve.gov ( http://www.serve.gov ), where 
Americans can find resources on how to begin their own volunteer project or 
volunteer for ongoing efforts. The United We Serve projects focus on four areas in 
which President Obama and the first lady believe everyone can have an impact: 
energy and the environment, health care, education and community renewal.  
 
ά{ŜǊǾƛŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŀȅǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀǊ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘΣέ 
aƛŎƘŜƭƭŜ hōŀƳŀ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƘŜƭǇ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ 
achieve their goals: the fulfillment of putting your faith into action and feeling that 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ƎƻƻŘΦέ  
 
²ƛǘƘƛƴ ƻƴŜ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΩǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘΣ aƛŎƘŜƭƭŜ hōŀƳŀ Ƙŀǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ construct a 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇƭŀȅƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀŎƪ мрΣллл ōŀŎƪǇŀŎƪǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
members to take with them to summer camp. The United We Serve program will run 
through the National Day of Service and Remembrance on September 11.  
 
ά{ƘŜ ǳƴŘŜrstands that nothing is more powerful than when you enlist the skill and 
ǘŀƭŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣέ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
hōŀƳŀ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά{ƘŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƘŜǊ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ƨƻō ŀǎ 
First Lady in maƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΦέ 
 
(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 
Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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bŜǿ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ {ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ 9ŎƻƴƻƳȅ 
() (665) 
 
By Megan Neff 
Staff Writer 
 
Washington τ Across Africa, new technologies are being joined with local customs 
ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘΩǎ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ 
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Using information and communication technologies (ICTs), such as mobile phones 
and the Internet, Africans are finding business and trade to be easier and more 
affordable, said Sala Patterson, a policy analyst at the Paris-based Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD).  
 
Patterson, along with representatives of the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID), the African Development Bank and Africare, spoke with 
/ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎƳŜƴ 5ƻƴŀƭŘ tŀȅƴŜ ŀƴŘ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ wŀƴƎŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ 
Ambassador John Bruton June 18 on Capitol Hill. The panel discussed the annual 
ά!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ hǳǘƭƻƻƪΣέ ŀ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜǎ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 
over the past year and makes projections for the coming year.  
 
In Africa, where communications networks have been limited, things are beginning 
to change, according to Payne. New ICTs, such as text messaging, are surpassing old 
communication networks in Africa, which have been handicapped by geography and 
politics.  
 
These new ICTs are enabling Africans to access information on health and agriculture 
and services such as online banking, and to connect more effectively with the rest of 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΩǎ ±ƻŘŀŦƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ 
CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ ±ƛǾŜƴŘƛ ŀƴŘ hǊŀƴƎŜΣ ŀǊŜ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΣ 
where only 40 percent of Africans own a cell phone. By contrast, cell phone usage in 
Europe is at nearly 100 percent, said Laura Recuero-Virto, an economist for the 
OECD. Nokia, Intel and Microsoft are also investing in the African ICTs. 
 
Projected economic growth for Africa in 2009 is 3 percent, down from 6 percent last 
year, said Leonce Ndikumana, research director for the African Development Bank. A 
report cited by the African Economic Outlook study shows that increased use of ICTs 
in Africa is helping to sustain parts of the African economy during this time of 
economic turbulence.  
 
For example, mobile phones in Niger, one of the poorest countries in Africa, are 
being used as marketing tools. Farmers are able to text and use the Internet to 
communicate with markets around their farm and find the best prices for their 
goods. This has helped to reduce prices and it allows farmers to bring goods where 
they are most needed and where they will get the highest profit. 
 
Online banking has also helped to sustain African communities through the 
recession, and there have been significant strides in increasing the affordability of 
money transfers. Where a Western Union transfer of 1,000 Kenyan shillings (about 
$13) would cost the user a 500 shilling transaction fee, Patterson said, with M-Pesa, 
a new money-transfer service available between cell phones, Kenyans can send the 
same amount with a transaction fee of 30 shillings to 75 shillings (about 39 cents to 
97 cents). The lower transaction fees offered by M-Pesa have attracted 5 million 
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users to the service in the past two years. M-Pesa is seeking to expand in East Africa 
and Afghanistan.  
 
Africa still faces challenges with Internet accessibility and technical infrastructure. 
According to the panel, less than 7 percent of Africans have Internet access, and the 
Internet that is available is inconvenient and expensive, accessible only along the 
fiber optic lines laid along the west coast of Africa or through satellites. Limited 
Internet resources and lack of competition among Internet providers have led to 
exorbitant costs, the panel said. 
 
But, Patterson said, broadband connections should be more widely available in 
Africa as the infrastructure expands. It is hoped that a web of fiber optic cables will 
be able to connect all of the main metropolitan areas in African by 2012. 
 
For this expansion to take place, the African Economic Outlook study found, local 
government involvement will be extremely important to ensure that price drops are 
passed on to the consumers, and that ICTs are properly integrated into overall 
infrastructure development.  
 
The findings of African Economic Outlook ( http://www.africaneconomicoutlook.org/ 
ύ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ŀ ²Ŝō ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΩǎ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎΦ 
 
(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 
Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Transcript: State Department Daily Press Briefing 
(Spokesman Ian Kelly briefs reporters June 29) (4232) 
 
(begin transcript) 
 
Daily Press Briefing Index 
 
Monday, June 29, 2009 
 
1:15 p.m. EDT 
 
Briefer: Ian Kelly, Spokesman 
 
DEPARTMENT 
 
Secretary Clinton Opens Briefing/Discusses Honduras, Iran, Iraq 
 
HONDURAS 
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U.S. Foreign Assistance to Honduras 
 
--  Recognize Political Conflict in Honduras/Must be Worked Out in a Peaceful and  
Democratic Dialogue 
 
--  U.S. Working Primarily Through OAS Permanent Council 
 
--  U.S. Stresses Actions in Honduras as Deplorable/Condemns 
 
--  Actions Outside the Bounds of Democratic Principles and Constitutional 
Norms/Needs to be Reversed 
 
--  U.S. Signed on to OAS Statement/President Zelaya Must Be Reinstated  
 
--  Need to Restore a Democratic and Political Process in Honduras 
 
--  U.S. Ambassador Llorens is on the Ground in Honduras 
 
AFGHANISTAN 
 
--  U.S. Remains Committed to Counter Narcotics Efforts in Afghanistan 
 
--  U.S. to Increase Efforts to Alternative Crop Development, Public Information, 
Interdiction 
 
--  ¦Φ{Φ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ /ƻǳƴǘŜǊƴŀǊŎƻǘƛŎǎ 9ŦŦƻǊǘǎ 
 
NORTH KOREA 
 
--  Ambassador Goldberg to Lead Interagency Delegation on Implementation of 
UNSCR 1874 
 
--  Delegation will Depart Soon for Beijing         
 
GAZA 
 
--  Two Palestinian-Americans Detained in Gaza/Aware of Situation/Privacy Act 
Limitations           
 
--  U.S. Ability to Provide Consular Services in Gaza is Limited 
 
ISRAEL/PALESTINIANS 
 
--  Special Envoy Mitchell to Meet with Israeli Defense Minister Barak to Meet in New 
York          Tomorrow 
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--  Israel and the Palestinians Need to Comply with Obligations in the Roadmap 
 
IRAN 
 
--  U.S. Received Large Numbers of Visa Applications for Iranian Delegation 
 
--  On June 16 the Iranians Requested U.S. to Return the Passports Including, First 
Vice President Davoodi, Without Visas 
 
IRAQ 
 
--  Withdrawal of U.S. Troops Tomorrow/Agreement is Clear on U.S. Forces Moving 
Out of Cities 
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
 
DAILY PRESS BRIEFING 
 
DPB # 108 
 
MONDAY, JUNE 29, 2009 
 
(ON THE RECORD UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED) 
 
1:15 p.m. EDT 
 
MR. KELLY:  All rightΦ  ²ŜƭƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜǊΣ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ 
your questions.   
 
QUESTION:  Can we start with Honduras?   
 
MR. KELLY:  Yeah.   
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ  L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ¦Φ{Φ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀƎƎǊŜƎŀǘŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
money it gives to any given country.  So question one is:  Do you know what is the 
ǘƻǘŀƭ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ¦Φ{Φ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ IƻƴŘǳǊŀǎΚ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘǿƻ 
would be:  Can you lay out even some of the line items?  I know that the Millennium 
Challenge Corporation Compact is five years, 215 million.  Are there any other line 
items that you can give us to give us a sense of the size of the aid that might be ς 
might someday be in question?   
 
MR. KELLY:  Yeah.  Well, let me see.  I mean, the answer is, of course we know how 
much aid there is.  Let me check and see if I have it here.  I know that we asked the 
Millennium Challenge people and the USAID people to come up with those figures.  
As the Secretary said, this is ς ǿŜΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀƴŀƭȅȊƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎΦ  L ƳŜŀƴΣ and it 
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just happened yesterday.  We know that there are some restrictions on assistance 
that the U.S. can give to a country where there has been these kinds of ς overturning 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǊŘŜǊΦ  .ǳǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƎƴƛȊŀƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘΦ  !ƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ōŀck to 
you with the actual data on the amount of assistance.   
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ  DǊŜŀǘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ LΩŘ ōŜ ς 
 
awΦ Y9[[¸Υ  ¸ŜŀƘΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦ   
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ  {ƻ LŀƴΣ LΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳ ς ǎƻ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ Ŏŀƭƭƛng it a coup, is that 
ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΚ  [ŜƎŀƭƭȅΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛǘ ŀ ŎƻǳǇΚ   
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, I think you all saw the OAS statement last night, which called it a 
ŎƻǳǇ ŘΩŞǘŀǘΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŀƛŘΦ  IŀǾƛƴƎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ 
very cognizant of the particulars of U.S. law on this.  So let us get back to you on the 
ƭŜƎŀƭ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ƳŀƪŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǳǇ ƘŜǊŜΦ   
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ  /ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ōŜƎǳƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ȅŜǘ ƻŦ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴƛƴƎ 
from a formal legal standpoint whether indeed it is a military coup? 
 
MR. KELLY:  Yeah.  Okay, sure.   
 
Yeah, Jill. 
 
QUESTION:  When the Secretary was answering the question that I asked about ς 
ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ, but she also said 
that there are some concerns that the United States has, and that seemed to be, 
obviously, actions by the President who has been deposed, kicked out of the 
country.  When she met with Zelaya, did she urge him not to go ahead with that 
referendum?   
 
MR. KELLY:  I know, because I attended that meeting.  I knew that there was some 
ōǊƻŀŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ς ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ 
diplomatic exchanges.  I think our consistent line throughout, both in Tegucigalpa 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƻǳǊ ŜƳōŀǎǎȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ h!{ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭǎΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ 
been a political conflict there and that we believe very strongly ς as strongly as we 
can as the United States that these kinds of political conflicts have to be worked out 
through dialogue and have to be done in democratic and constitutional ways, and 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴȅ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ŜȄǘǊŀ Ŏƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎΦ   
 
QUESTION:  But it looks like ς L ƳŜŀƴΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŀƭȅȊŜ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΣ ƛǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǎ 
if the U.S. has really failed to make any impact whatsoever.  I mean, if she ς you 
ǿƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άtƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ŀƘŜŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎΦέ  .ǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
did talk about it.  You had previously good relations apparently between the 
Honduran military and ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΦ  bƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴΣ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǘŀƪŜ 
ŎŀƭƭǎΦ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŜƭǎŜΚ  L ƎǳŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘΦ  {ƻ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 
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not listening to anyone right now in the United States or maybe even in the rest of 
the world.  Have you talkŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΚ  !ƴŘ ŀƭǎƻΣ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜ 
weakness on the part of the United States in at least trying to encourage democratic 
behavior?   
 
awΦ Y9[[¸Υ  ²ŜƭƭΣ L ƳŜŀƴΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ŦŀƛƭŜŘΦ  L ƳŜŀƴΣ ǘƘƛǎ 
just happened yesterday.  We are working primarily through the OAS ς the 
Organization of American States ς tŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ 
of foreign ministers tomorrow ς LΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΣ ƴŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪΦ  !ƴŘ L ƳŜŀƴΣ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ 
have made stronger statements that these actions are deplorable.  We use the word 
άŎƻƴŘŜƳƴŜŘέΤ ǘƘŜ h!{ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊŘ άŎƻƴŘŜƳƴΦέ  !ƴŘ ǎƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ 
is make it clear to the various parties in Honduras that this is absolutely outside the 
bounds of democratic principles and constitutional norms, and it needs to be 
reversed.   
 
QUESTION:  Can I follow up?  Are they taking your calls, then?   
 
MR. KELLY:  Sorry?   
 
QUESTION:  Are they taking your calls?   
 
MR. KELLY:  Absolutely, yeah.  I mean, we still talk.  I mean, we still have an 
ambassador down in Tegucigalpa.   
 
QUESTION:  Who is he talking to?   
 
awΦ Y9[[¸Υ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘƻ ƘŜΩǎ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜΩǎ ς L ƪƴƻǿ ƘŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ 
to people in the Congress.  But I ς LΩƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ς LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘe details of 
his conversation.   
 
QUESTION:  Is the military taking your calls?  Because yesterday, as Jill is alluding to, 
one of the senior Administration officials who briefed on background on the phone 
said that they had stopped taking your calls.  And so I guess ς L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ 
ǇƻƛƴǘΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŀǎ ƻŦ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
ones who put him on a plane  
 
awΦ Y9[[¸Υ ¸ŜŀƘΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΦ   
 
QUESTION:  Can you take the question?   
 
MR. KELLY: Sure.    
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ  !ƴŘ Ŏŀƴ L Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǳǇΚ  L ƳŜŀƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǳƴŎƭŜŀǊ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊΣ 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ς ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
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President, who you say is a legitimately elected president of the country, to go back.  
So do you ς 
 
MR. KELLY:  Yes, we are.   
 
QUESTION:  ς Secretary Clinton just said ς no, Secretary Clinton just said that she 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ς 
 
MR. KELLY: We ς I mean, we signed up to that very strong statement from the OAS 
Permanent Council that demanded that President Zelaya be reinstated as a 
legitimate president.   
 
QUESTION:  Is that the only way constitutional order can be restored?  The only way 
democratic rule is restored is if he is brought back to power? 
 
awΦ Y9[[¸Υ  L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ 
now.   
 
QUESTION:  A return? 
 
MR. KELLY:  His return to power. 
 
QUESTION:  As opposed to --  
 
QUESTION:  But, Ian, I mean, most institutions in the government ς their congress, 
the military, most of the ministries, the clergy ς nobody supported what he did.  And 
even senior Administration officials say it was not a smart move and it possibly was 
borderlining on illegal.  So how does he go back and be the president, given that he 
has no confidence by the rest of his country? 
 
MR. KELLY:  You know, it is ς what happened yesterday was as I said; it was 
ŘŜǇƭƻǊŀōƭŜΦ  .ǳǘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƘŜǊŜΦ  !ƴŘ 
ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ŀ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ IƻƴŘǳǊŀǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
Mel Zelaya is the democratically elected president. 
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ  .ǳǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀŎǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ƴƻǊƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ 
about right now. 
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, I ς LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘΦ  L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 
conflict, of course, within the country over the issue of a referendum, but these 
kinds of conflicts need to be worked out in a ς through peaceful and democratic 
dialogue.   
 
Yeah, James. 
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v¦9{¢LhbΥ  5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƭƛƴŜǎΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ 
say if the status quo prevails, that the United States will not recognize the legitimacy 
of the next round of elections in Honduras? 
 
awΦ Y9[[¸Υ  ¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǊƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΚ  ¸ŜŀƘΣ ǿŜƭƭΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
asking me to speculate on something that may or may not happen. 
 
QUESTION:  Well, it never requires a great flight of speculative fancy to imagine that 
the status quo will continue.  So --  
 
awΦ Y9[[¸Υ  hƘΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ όƛƴŀǳŘƛōƭŜύ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ нп ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ 
 
QUESTION:  Right.  But so, you know, whether he gets in ς back into power or he 
doesn'tΣ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нфǘƘ ƻŦ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΦ 
 
MR. KELLY:  Yeah. 
 
QUESTION:  So will the United States regard those as legitimate elections? 
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, I think, again --  
 
QUESTION:  He wouldn't have been running. 
 
awΦ Y9[[¸Υ  LΩƳ ƴƻǘ Ǝoing to speculate on the legitimacy of elections that are in six 
months time. 
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ  LŀƴΣ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƳƻǾŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ h!{ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ 
for all the countries in the hemisphere to break relations with Honduras. 
 
MR. KELLY:  I ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘΦ 
 
QUESTION:  Okay.  Would the U.S. be willing to go along with that? 
 
awΦ Y9[[¸Υ  [ƛƪŜ L ǎŀȅΣ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ ƛƴ ¢ŜƎǳŎƛƎŀƭǇŀ 
right now who is very engaged in assessing the situation and reporting back to us.  
.ǳǘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀƪ ƻŦŦ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ   
 
QUESTION:  Is there any (inaudible) withdrawing the ambassador? 
 
MR. KELLY:  Like I say, we have an ambassador on the ground at this very unstable 
ǘƛƳŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘŀǘƛǾŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  ²Ŝ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ 
important to have Ambassador Llorens there.   
 
Kirit, yeah.  
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QUESTION:  Has your ambassador been in touch with the, I guess, interim president?  
And what has your message been to him? 
 
awΦ Y9[[¸Υ  LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ς I mean, I can see if we can find 
ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ  .ǳǘ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜΩǎΣ ƭƛƪŜ L ǎŀȅΣ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘΦ 
 
QUESTION:  Well, what would your message to him be speaking for the government 
now? 
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, I mean, the message is that they need to have a legal consensual 
solution to this situation.   
 
QUESTION:  Well, would you ask him not to step down from his power, to allow --  
 
MR. KELLY:  No ς well, you know, I can tell you what our overall message is, but IΩƳ 
not going to tell you what specific ς L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ  LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ --  
 
QUESTION:  But --  
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ  ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 
would like this interim president to do.  I mean, what would you like him to do? 
 
MR. KELLY:  We want the constitutional order to be restored in Honduras. 
 
QUESTION:  And you said legal and consensual. 
 
MR. KELLY:  Yeah. 
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ  L ƳŜŀƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƘƛƳ 
to the presidency. 
 
awΦ Y9[[¸Υ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΦ 
 
QUESTION:  Well, I mean, when you say consensual, it means that everybody agrees.  
And obviously, if most of the institutions of the government kicked him out and 
ŜȄǇŜƭƭŜŘ ƘƛƳΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƴƻ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ to consent to agree to bring him back. 
 
MR. KELLY:   I am ς you know, I just ς ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ  L 
ƳŜŀƴΣ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳǎ ƛǎ ƛƴ IƻƴŘǳǊŀǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΦ  
What I do know is that Mel Zelaya is the democratically elected president. 
 
QUESTION:  What about the resignation letter that was read out in his name? 
 
awΦ Y9[[¸Υ  LΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘΣ ōǳǘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƘǳǎǘƭŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŘŜƴŎŜ to it.   
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QUESTION:  Ian --  
 
awΦ Y9[[¸Υ  /ŀƴ ǿŜ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΚ  LΩƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ 
Honduras. 
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ  LΩƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘΦ  !ƴŘ L ƎǳŜǎǎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 
Clinton said it evolved into a coup, which is a very interesting phrase.  There seems 
to be a lack of clarity.  I mean, is the U.S. Government ς did they go to the 
constitution of Honduras and read it in Spanish and say, okay, this is permitted, this 
ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘŜŘΚ  L ƳŜŀƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǘtle bit pregnant.  You know?  Is it 
illegal?  Is what they did illegal according to the Honduran constitution? 
 
MR. KELLY:  I believe that it is, but I am not an international lawyer.  I think that --  
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ  LǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ U.S. looks at this? 
 
awΦ Y9[[¸Υ  ¸ŜŀƘΣ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΣ ȅŜǎΦ  L ƳŜŀƴΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ς 
look, I will take this question.  As I say, I am not an international lawyer.  But this was 
not a democratic solution to some of the conflicts that we saw leading up to 
ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ  !ƴŘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ς ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƻǳǊ ǊŜŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ 
ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ h!{Φ 
 
QUESTION:  Is it fair to say that the Secretary said, look, as a practical matter, this is a 
ŎƻǳǇΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘΣ ƻŦ 
course, then trigger the cutoff of most aid. 
 
MR. KELLY:  Yeah. 
 
QUESTION:  That you were essentially trying to create some space to try to reach a 
negotiated outcome? 
 
MR. KELLY:  I think that we ς ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀ 
negotiated solution. 
 
QUESTION:  And among the questions that you agreed to take, would you mind 
considering taking one other one which is -- and I honestly donΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
answer is ς how much time ς is there any limit on how long the Administration may 
take to determine whether a military coup has taken place? 
 
awΦ Y9[[¸Υ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎΦ   
 
QUESTION:  Thank you. 
 
QUESTION:  Yeah, and could you take the question about what contacts ς because it 
seems a little bit unclear.  Yesterday, the Administration officials were saying that 
there was no contact with the new government or with the military. 
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MR. KELLY:  No, no, I think they just said with the military. 
 
QUESTION:  All right, well, if you could take that. 
 
MR. KELLY:  Okay.   
 
QUESTION:  And they also called it illegal and illegitimate, so presumably, you should 
have no hesitation in doing that from your podium. 
 
MR. KELLY:  Yeah, under normal circumstances I would have no problem saying it.  
Given the fact that I have absolutely no legal training though, I would prefer to have 
my colleagues in the Office of the Legal Advisor respond to that. 
 
QUESTION:  What time will they be briefing?  (Laughter.) 
 
MR. KELLY:  In about five minutes, I hope. 
 
Yes. 
 
QUESTION:  Afghanistan ς Richard Holbrooke on the weekend at the ς I believe at 
the G-8 Foreign Ministers meeting said that U.S. policy with regard to drugs was 
changing, that instead of eradication, which he described as shooting Afghan 
farmers, there would be a policy of stopping the drugs, of ς what was the word that 
he used ς interdiction combined with support to the farmers in Afghanistan.  I was 
wondering, do you have any strategy for how this interdiction should work?  Would 
it be a NATO operation, would it be in cooperation with other countries in the area 
which are affected by the flow of drugs from Afghanistan?  Is there a clear roadmap 
on how that would work? 
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, I think first and foremost, this is an Afghan operation.  And our 
efforts and the efforts of our NATO allies have been to support the Afghan 
DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƻŦ ƴŀǊŎƻǘƛŎǎΦ   
 
²Ŝ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊƴŀǊŎƻǘƛŎǎ ƛƴ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΦ  L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ 
about here is we would like to increase our efforts to alternative crop development, 
public information, and interdiction, rather than eradication.  Again, this is really ς 
ƛǘΩǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ Ǝƻ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ 
narcotic efforts.  But we do support them, of course.   
 
QUESTION:  Well, the Afghan Government seemed to indicate ς or the Afghan 
forces, counternarcotics forces, seemed to indicate that they are happy with the 
ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀǎ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǿ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎΦ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǇŀƴŎȅ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƻ ς  
 
awΦ Y9[[¸Υ  ¸ŜŀƘΣ ǿŜƭƭΣ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ŀƴȅ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ŦƎƘŀƴ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 
in that regard. 
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Yeah, in the back. 
 
QUESTION:  Two questions about North Korea.  Could you update the schedule of 
!ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ DƻƭŘōŜǊƎΩǎ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ !ǎƛŀƴ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΚ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƛǎΣ CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ 
Times yesterday reported that Kim Jong-ƛƭΩǎ ǎƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜŘ ǘƻ /Ƙƛƴŀ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ 
of the leaders there.  These kinds of reports appear sometime, and do you have any 
comment on that?  And what do you think about succession process ongoing? 
 
awΦ Y9[[¸Υ  ¸ŜŀƘΣ LΩƭƭ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜƴ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ 
your second question, because IΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ L ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ƛǘΦ 
 
In regards ς Ambassador Phil Goldberg ς as you know, he has been named 
Coordinator for Implementation of UN Resolution 1874.  He plans to depart soon to 
lead an interagency delegation, including representatives of the National Security 
Council, Department of Treasury, and Defense.  Their first stop will be Beijing.   
 
And of course, the purpose of this trip is to consult with our partners in the region on 
the implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 1874.  But I donΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ 
details on his itinerary yet. 
 
Yeah, Bob. 
 
QUESTION:  Do you have an answer to the question that was raised last week about 
the two Palestinian-American boys who could not get out of Gaza to get their ς 
 
MR. KELLY:  Yeah, I might.  I ƳƛƎƘǘΦ  IƻƭŘ ƻƴ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘΦ  hƪŀȅΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΦ  5ǳŜ ǘƻ tǊƛǾŀŎȅ !Ŏǘ ƭƛƳƛǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΦ  ²ŜΩŘ 
like to emphasize that our ability to provide consular services in Gaza is quite limited.  
And of course, all along, weΩǾŜ ǳǊƎŜŘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŦǊŀƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ DŀȊŀΦ 
 
QUESTION:  So they have no ς ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΚ 
 
awΦ Y9[[¸Υ  bƻΣ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΦ  LΩƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ς L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊǎ ƻŦ ƛǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ trivacy Act waiver for them.   
 
QUESTION:  I have a couple questions on Israel. 
 
MR. KELLY:  Uh-huh. 
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ  LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 9ƘǳŘ .ŀǊŀƪ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ 
compromise to your Mideast peace envoy tomorrow at their meeting that 
reportedly would have some sort of three-, six-month freeze on new constructions.  
Is that acceptable?  Is that dead in the water?  Does it go far enough or too -- 
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MR. KELLY:  Well, as you probably know, Defense Minister Ehud Barak is going to 
meet with {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 9ƴǾƻȅ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭ ƛƴ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΦ  hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ 
been working with all the parties to try and come up with an environment conducive 
to the resumption of negotiations.  And we look forward to sitting down and talking 
about what we can Řƻ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦ  .ǳǘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ς LΩƳ ƴƻǘ 
ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜƧǳŘƎŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ǎŜŜ ς this is tomorrow morning 
ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘΦ 
 
QUESTION:  In the past, the Secretary and others, including the President, have said 
that they would accept no settlement growth and they put a full stop at the end of 
ǘƘŀǘΦ  Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻǿΦ 
 
awΦ Y9[[¸Υ  ²Ƙŀǘ LΩƳ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ǘŀƭƪŜŘ 
about that would be conducive to the resumption of negotiations, both Israel and 
the Palestinians need to comply with their obligations under the Roadmap.  And 
both sides know exactly what that means.  For the Palestinians, it means ending 
incitements to violence against Israel and demonstrating an ability to provide 
security.  For Israel, it means: stop the settlements, which is laid out very specifically 
in the Roadmap.  A freeze on all activity relating to settlements, including natural 
growth, is what it says in the Roadmap. 
 
QUESTION:  So no compromise is really acceptable then? 
 
awΦ Y9[[¸Υ  ²ŜƭƭΣ ƛƴƘŜǊŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛǎΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ 
finding what one side ς what the other side wants and then working out a way to 
come to a resolution that leads to our gƻŀƭ ƻŦ ŀ ƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘΦ  LΩƳ 
ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻǊ ς L ƳŜŀƴΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ 
happens. 
 
QUESTION:  And then one other question on Israel.  The Human Rights Watch has 
put out a report faulting Israel for using precision drone attacks that resulted in 
civilian casualties in Gaza earlier this year.  Do you have any reaction to that? 
 
awΦ Y9[[¸Υ  L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ  L ǘƘƛƴƪΣ ƛƴ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ 
ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ǎƛŘŜǎ ǘƻ avoid actions that would lead to more tension.  But 
ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘΦ 
 
Yeah. 
 
QUESTION:  Another question on Iran.  I might have missed the answer on this, but 
did the United States deny a visa to the first vice president of Iran to attend a 
meeting at the United Nations last week as their mission claims? 
 
MR. KELLY:  I think the short answer to that is no.  But we do have more information 
that we can give you ς I need some more details on that.  I just ς I mean ς never 
mind, I do have that.  Hold on a second.   
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²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ LǊŀƴΩǎ ¦b !ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ aƻƘŀƳƳŀŘ YƘŀȊŀŜŜ 
where he said that the first vice president of the Islamic Republic of Iran was denied 
a visa.  We did receive a large number of applications to this UN conference on the 
world financial and economic crisis and its impact on development.  On June 16, 
however, the Iranian mission requested that we return the passports, including Vice 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 5ŀǾƻƻŘƛΩǎΣ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǾƛǎŀǎΦ 
 
Late on June 23rd, the applications for a large Davoodi delegation were submitted 
too late to be processed for a conference that began the next day on June 24th.  In 
addition, the Department did expedite the processing and issuance of visas for a 
smaller delegation led by Foreign Minister Mottaki.  All in all, seven visas were 
granted for that. 
 
Yeah. 
 
QUESTION:  Just on Iraq, with the withdrawal of U.S. troops from major Iraqi cities 
tomorrow, our reporter on the ground down in Mosul is saying the military there is 
keeping six U.S. military posts inside the city due to recent tensions between the 
YǳǊŘƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ !Ǌŀō ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ aƻǎǳƭΣ LǊŀǉΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŎƛǘȅΦ  Lǎ ȅƻǳǊ 
understanding that the agreement is to pull back from all major cities within Iraq?  Is 
that how you ς are there any exceptions to that as far as you know? 
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, as far as I know, the agreement is very clear:  June 30th, U.S. forces 
Ǉǳƭƭ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǳǊōŀƴ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ  !ƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ς we are very committed to fulfilling the terms of 
that agreement.  Regarding ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀǿŀǊŜΦ  .ǳǘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǿŜ 
ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ōȅ LǊŀǉΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΦ  Lǘ Ƴŀȅ 
even be a question for the Pentagon and not for us. 
 
hƪŀȅΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΦ  hƘΣ YƛǊƛǘΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜΦ  hƪŀȅΦ 
 
QUESTION:  (Inaudible) was asking about earlier (inaudible) report of Kim Jong-ƛƭΩǎ 
son traveling to China with a military delegation and what you thought of that and 
ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀƴȅ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜΦ 
 
MR. KELLYΥ  ¸ŜŀƘΦ  L Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŜŜƴ ǇǊŜǎǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ƻƴ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
it. 
 
Thanks. 
 
(The briefing was concluded at 1:40 p.m.) 
 
# # # 
 
(end transcript) 
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(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
NNNN 
 
 
*WPD110   06/29/2009 
Transcript: State Department Daily Press Briefing 
(Spokesman Philip J. Crowley briefs reporters June 26) (4101) 
 
(begin transcript) 
 
U.S. Department of State 
 
Daily Press Briefing Index 
 
Friday, June 26, 2009 
 
1:28 p.m. EDT 
 
Briefer: Philip J. Crowley, Assistant Secretary Public Affairs 
 
SECRETARY 
 
-- Secretary meets with the Crown Prince of Bahrain 
 
-- Secretary attends bilateral with President and Chancellor Merkel of Germany 
 
-- When will Secretary resume her normal schedule 
 
-- Working from home/Making calls/spoke to Argentina 
 
-- Traveling in near Future 
 
-- Traveling to Moscow with the President? 
 
DEPARTMENT 
 
-- Background briefing with Assistant Secretary Carson 
 
-- Ambassador Holbrook travel 
 
TRIESTE 
 
-- Under Secretary Burns attends G8 press conference/working lunch with 
Ambassador Holbrook, Afghanistan, and Pakistan. 
 



 
 

O F F I C E  O F  P U B L I C  A F F A I R S  /  E M B A S S Y  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  A M E R I C A  

 

Str. "Samoilova" Nr.21 1000 Skopje /Telephone (+389) (2) 310 2000, Fax (+389) (2) 310 2499 E-mail: EmbSkoWebM@mt.net.mk    

-- Quartet Statement 
 
-- Settlements should cease 
 
-- All parties should have a role in getting back to reaching an agreement/Move back 
to successful negotiations 
 
BAHRAIN 
 
-- ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ .ƛƭŀǘŜǊŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ /Ǌƻǿƴ tǊƛƴŎŜ 
 
-- We have long successful workings with Bahrain 
 
-- We have gone through consultations on a variety of levels in the Gulf to 
understand issues in the region 
 
GAZA 
 
-- Two boys trying to get passports renewed 
 
IRAN 
 
-- Cleric Statement calling on judges to take action against protestors 
 
-- Situation must be solved by Iranian people and their own Government 
 
-- World concern about Iranian credibility 
 
-- Nuclear situation 
 
-- Protests slowing down due to government intimidation, restrictions on expression 
and communication 
 
-- Denial of Iranian officials fleeing to the U.S. 
 
-- No interference from the U.S. the Iranian government has a responsibility to its 
own people 
 
-- Hope that Iran will heed to the will of their people 
 
-- U.S. willing to engage Iran, but has not received a viable response 
 
-- U.S. will wait to see how it plays out 
 
LEBANON 
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-- Congratulates government for successful elections and look forward to working 
with them 
 
-- By every indication the election was free and fair; we are happy to see the election 
process yield a stable government in Lebanon 
 
NORTH KOREA 
 
-- No update on two journalists 
 
-- !ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ DƻƭŘōŜǊƎΩǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ 
 
HONDURAS 
 
-- Concerns about the breakdown in the political dialogue in Honduras 
 
-- We urge all sides to seek a consensual democratic resolution 
 
-- We urge OAS to appropriate actions as necessary to uphold the provisions in the 
American Democratic Charter 
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
 
DAILY PRESS BRIEFING 
 
FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 2009 
 
(ON THE RECORD UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED) 
 
1:28 p.m. EDT 
 
awΦ /wh²[9¸Υ DƻƻŘ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΦ LΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭŀȅΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ 
not to step on the President of the United States. To begin, a couple of 
announcements. Secretary Clinton met with His Highness Sheikh Salman, Crown 
Prince of the Kingdom of Bahrain, today. They talked about a variety of regional 
issues, including the situation in Iran, Iraq, and the status of the Middle East peace 
process. The Secretary then went to the White House where she participated in the 
bilateral between the President and the chancellor of Germany. 
 
Yesterday, a number of you had interest in the situation in Somalia, so we thought 
we would bring a senior State Department official down at 4:15 to give you a 
background briefing on the current situation there. 
 
QUESTLhbΥ ²Ƙȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƛǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΚ 
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awΦ /wh²[9¸Υ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ōǊƛŜŦƛƴƎΦ ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΥ ¸ƻǳ 
can choose to attend or not. 
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ LΩƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ǿƘȅ ς why -- 
 
awΦ /wh²[9¸Υ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ōǊƛŜŦƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
offering you. 
 
And finally, from Trieste today, Under Secretary Burns had a full day of meetings 
starting off with the G-8 foreign ministers meeting, followed by a press conference 
that you might have seen some coverage of, and there iǎ ŀ ƭŜƴƎǘƘȅ ŎƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ 
statement. He attended a working lunch with foreign ministers, including the foreign 
ministers of Afghanistan and Pakistan. Special Representative Holbrooke joined him 
there. After lunch, he and Special Envoy Mitchell attended a meeting of the Quartet, 
and obviously, a lengthy Quartet statement on the current situation. And the 
Quartet welcomed the commitment of both the Prime Minister Netanyahu and 
President Abbas towards a two-state solution and also encouraged the parties, all 
parties, to continue to take meaningful steps to support the two-state solution. 
 
²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘΣ LΩƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦ 
 
QUESTION: I just want to go to the Quartet and the ς one of the most notable 
aspects of the statement was reiterating the longstanding position that Israel should 
abide by the Roadmap, and in particular, on settlement activity. And I want to know 
ς I remember well what Secretary Clinton said about this recently, you know, no 
natural growth, sort of no nothing. But I wonder if the Administration is open to 
some kind of formula under which you would acknowledge that some construction, 
for example, where there are contractual obligations that have already been entered 
into, would have to ς ǿƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΤ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ōǳƛƭŘƛng x or y 
ƻǊ ȊΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ 
ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘǎΦ {ƻ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀƴ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜΣ ŦǳƭƭΣ ǘƻǘŀƭΣ ƛƴŎƻƴǘǊƻǾŜǊǘƛōƭŜ 
cessation, but that there would be some kind of wiggle room so that they could 
finish up certain contracts and then stop, as it were. Or is your view that, whenever 
the day comes, they should just, you know, put down the pick axes and lay down the 
bricks and stop full stop? 
 
MR. CROWLEY: Well, I think that what the Quartet statement reiterated is what the 
President has said, the Secretary of State has said, and Special Envoy Mitchell have 
all said recently, which is we believe that all settlements should stop, full stop. 
 
Now, we note that next week, Senator Mitchell will meet with Minister of Defense 
9ƘǳŘ .ŀǊŀƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴΦ .ǳǘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿƘŜƴ DŜƻǊƎŜ 
Mitchell was here the other day, he was asked about this kind of buzz regarding a 
deal, and he said there is a story in the replays, and had called that particular day 
ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ƘŜȅΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΦ {ƻ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ 
ŎƭŜŀǊΦ LǘΩǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ vǳŀǊǘŜǘΦ 
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.ǳǘ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ōƻǘƘ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΦ 
And we are encouraging and strongly suggesting that all parties, not only the 
Palestinians, not only Israelis, but other countries in the region, all have a significant 
role to play to get us back to meaningful negotiation that moves us towards a 
permanent settlement and two-state solution. 
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǘŀƭΣ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ǎǘƻǇ -- 
 
MR. CROWLEY: Arshad, I think the President, the Secretary, and Special Envoy 
aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ƳŀŘŜ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ 
the Quartet statement today. 
 
QUESTION: Will you be discussing settlements? Will George Mitchell be discussing 
settlements with Ehud Barak? And what is there left to discuss? 
 
awΦ /wh²[9¸Υ LΩƳ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘΦ 
 
QUESTION: So what is left ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǿƛƎƎƭŜ ǊƻƻƳ 
on that? 
 
MR. CROWLEY: Well, we have a process that we hope to get restarted. So there are a 
number of issues; settlements are one of them. And the real question is how you can 
move in a meaningful way back towards a formal negotiation. So we are about 
setting the conditions where we think a negotiation can get restarted, and then all 
parties can begin to take the kinds of actions necessary for us to move towards the 
two-state solution that everyone believes is the right answer. 
 
Charlie. 
 
QUESTION: Yes, just for clarification, is the meeting on Monday in New York? 
 
awΦ /wh²[9¸Υ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǉǳŀǊŜŘ ŀǿŀȅΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ 
aƻƴŘŀȅΣ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΦ .ǳǘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜΩƭƭ ς there is the meeting early this week. But I just ς 
ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀǊǊƛǾŜΦ 
 
QUESTION: Will you advise us -- 
 
MR. CROWLEY: Absolutely. 
 
QUESTION: -- where the meeting is? 
 
MR. CROWLEY: Absolutely. 
 
QUESTION: Thank you. 
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QUESTION: Just to go back to the settlements (inaudible) resuming negotiation issue. 
Senate Mitchell, as you well know from the G-8 transcript, said that he hoped that 
ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǎǳƳŜ ǎƻƻƴΦ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎΚ IŜΩǎ ŀ Ŏŀǳǘƛƻǳǎ Ƴŀƴ 
and careful with his words. Do you know what is the basis for that hope? 
 
MR. CROWLEY: He also said he is an optimistic man. As I seem to recall when he was 
ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƛŦ ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƴ ƻǇǘƛƳƛǎǘΣ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƧƻōΦ 
 
I mean, obviously, you have to have the right conditions that lead to a negotiation. 
!ƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻōƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǎƛŘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎΦ !ƴŘ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 
Sheikh Salman is part of this, which is not only do you have the right conditions, do 
you have the right understandings, do we understand the starting positions that the 
Israelis would have, the Palestinians would have, to begin a formal negotiation, and 
are we confident that if that negotiation started is there going to be adequate 
support withiƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎΦ 
 
So we do reflect a sense of urgency here. We want to get this process restarted. But 
we obviously have recognized that we have to make sure that the conditions are 
right so that the negotiation can both get restarted and show the kind of progress 
that is necessary. 
 
QUESTION: Did her conversation with the Crown Prince today specifically address 
that point of seeking explicit Arab support in the region for resuming negotiations? 
And secondly, any gestures from those Arab countries that do not have peace 
agreements with Israel to begin to make the steps toward normalization? 
 
awΦ /wh²[9¸Υ L ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ōƛƭŀǘŜǊŀƭΣ ǎƻ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘǳǊŜΦ 
But I think that we have a recognition that the Israelis, the Palestinians, all parties in 
ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǊƻƭŜ ǘƻ ǇƭŀȅΦ LǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪ 
we announced a resumption of ς replacing an ambassador in Damascus, because we 
recognize that there are a variety of countries here that will have roles to play. We 
want to make sure that we have the right conditions in the region so that this 
negotiation can be restarted. 
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ .ǳǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜȄǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ς and you 
ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƛƴ ƛǘΣ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘǿƻ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘΥ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ !Ǌŀō ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ 
seeking steps toward normalization with Arab states? 
 
awΦ /wh²[9¸Υ [ŜǘΩǎ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ǿŜ ς LΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ς if I have anything else I can tell you, I will. 
 
QUESTION: There are two Palestinian American boys in Gaza who are trying to get 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǎǎǇƻǊǘǎ ǊŜƴŜǿŜŘΦ !ǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ DŀȊŀ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ LǎǊŀŜƭ ǘƻ ǊŜƴŜǿ 
that because there are no U.S. consular services in Gaza. I was curious to see what 
the ς if you had any statement on either their case or on the case generally of 
Palestinian Americans who are trying to leave that territory. 
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awΦ /wh²[9¸Υ L Řƻ ƴƻǘΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ 
 
QUESTION: Okay. 
 
QUESTION: Do you know when the Secretary will resume her normal activities, how 
she feels, when we will be able to see her? 
 
MR. CROWLEY: Well, I believe I can say that she has, in fact, resumed an aggressive 
schedule, you know, with her bilateral today and her participation in the meeting at 
the White House. She was over at the White House yesterday, as well. She is also 
doing a significant amount of work at home. During the course of her time at home, 
ǎƘŜΩǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǇƘƻƴŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǇŀǊǘǎΦ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƻŘŀȅ ǎƘŜ 
had a conversation with the foreign minister from Argentina. So I think she is, 
obviously, given the reality of the ς her injury and the operation, she is fast, working 
her way back to integrating herself into the daily activity of the bureau. I think we 
have travel coming up in the near future, so I think she will be visible as we continue 
on. But ς 
 
QUESTION: But next week, maybe not? 
 
awΦ /wh²[9¸Υ ²ŜΩƭƭ ǎŜŜΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ǎŜŜΦ 
 
QUESTION: Is she accompanying the President to the ς to Moscow and to ς in July? 
 
aw /wh²[9¸Υ LΩƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ L ƳŜŀƴΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ -- any kind of 
ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘΦ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΦ 
 
QUESTION: Okay. But when you were alluding to travel coming up, is that what you 
were thinking of, or has she got something else? 
 
awΦ /wh²[9¸Υ {ƘŜΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘǊƛǇǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
next two months. 
 
QUESTION: But, P.J., on the Argentina call, was this anything related to the Sanford 
trip and anything with ς regarding his -- 
 
MR. CROWLEY: I do noǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƭŜŀŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴΦ 
 
QUESTION: On Iran, the ς regarding the statement by the cleric Khatami of advising 
judges to deal cruelly with protestors, do you have any reaction to that? Any 
response to -- 
 
MR. CROWLEY: What statement is that? 
 
QUESTION: This is a cleric in Iran who was calling on judges to take severe action on 
any protestors and deal with them ς he used the term cruel ς 
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awΦ /wh²[9¸Υ LΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΣ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΦ hōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ 
the ς 
 
QUESTION: (Inaudible) sermon (inaudible) Friday prayer. 
 
MR. CROWLEY: Yes, but I mean the President talked about this. Obviously, as he said 
and the Secretary has said and we will continue to reiterate that ultimately, this 
situation should be resolved peacefully. 
 
I mean, Iran has a credibility problem. The problem they face is self-ƛƴŦƭƛŎǘŜŘΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 
ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ 
something that clearly has developed from the inside of Iran. A significant segment 
of the Iranian population believes that their voices have not been heard, and that 
the results that Iran ς the government has announced do not reflect the will of the 
people. 
 
This is ς but this is ultimately something that has to be resolved inside Iran by the 
Iranian Government, and, obviously, respecting the will of its people. For us, the 
¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ LǊŀƴ ƛƴ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ 
obviously, within the international community, a lack of confidence in Iran, 
particularly in the declarations it has made in recent years regarding its nuclear 
ambitions. Clearly, this current situation does not add to the international 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǊŜŘƛōƛƭƛǘȅΦ 
 
{ƻ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ƛn Iran, as the President said a while ago, to meet 
the obligations that they have to their own people. 
 
QUESTION: Do you see the protests in Iran ebbing? 
 
awΦ /wh²[9¸Υ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛȊŜΣ WŀƳŜǎΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎΦ L ƳŜŀƴΣ ǿŜ 
obviously ς what we have seen in recent days is active attempts by the government 
to intimidate the population, restrict the ability of people to express themselves, 
reflecting that universal right of both freedom of expression, freedom of assembly. 
As you have characterized very well, the restrictions that the government has placed 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ LǊŀƴΦ 
 
hōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴǘƛƳƛŘŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ 
putting pressure on these candidates and the people, trying to restrict their ability to 
gather, to communicate, and to express their views. But as the President said a short 
time ago, we have concerns about the behavior of the government. We have 
ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ !ƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
to see how this plays out. 
 
QUESTION: Just a related question. Is the United States denying visas to Iranian 
officials who are attempting to attend a UN conference here in the United States? 
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awΦ /wh²[9¸Υ LΩƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǉuestion. We just spent a few minutes trying to ascertain 
the answer, and thus far, the answer has been elusive. 
 
QUESTION: You just spoke about ς you just said that the Iranian Government is 
intimidating the people, and before that you said that they should resolve the issue 
peacefully. But at the Friday prayers today, they just said specifically that death 
ǇŜƴŀƭǘȅ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ bƻǿΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
you think that would call for some sort of intervention by the international 
community? 
 
MR. CROWLEY: I think as the President and others have said, ultimately, this has to 
be resolved inside Iran. This is about the relationship between the Iranian 
DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ LǊŀƴƛŀƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǎŜ ǎƻƳŜ sort of 
result from outside the country. In fact, as the President has said, we have made a 
ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ς 
about government actions, about the will of the people. We have not interfered in 
this process, and nor should we. 
 
But when you think about governance in the 21st century, what Iran is doing, what 
other countries are doing, is inconsistent with what we see as being both the 
challenges that we face in the world and the responsibilities that ς and obligations 
that government have to pursue the interests of their people. Ultimately, a 
government that tries to intimidate its people will not be successful. A government 
that tries to suppress information will not be successful. Governments that use 
information to empower their people in the 21st century will be successful. And 
ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻǳǊ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜΦ 
 
We obviously have a range of programs to both support democracy around the 
world, civil society around the world. The Secretary has spoken on a number of 
occasions about how to employ technology to foster communication and to open up 
processes of government to greater participation, and in the process of doing so, 
hold the government to ς hold these governments to account. If that process 
succeeds, then you have what we consider to be responsible governments around 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ LǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǿƘȅ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ƳŜŘƛŀ 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΣ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊΣ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ LǊŀƴ 
that this has, in fact, created a different kind of political dynamic and one that 
ultimately will be beneficial to Iran and other countries. And we hope that as Iran 
seeks to resolve its current situation, it will again heed the will of its people. 
 
QUESTION: Is engagement ς how would you characterize the status of the U.S. policy 
of engagement toward Iran right now? 
 
MR. CROWLEY: I think I would say the President has made clear, the Secretary has 
made clear that we are willing to engage countries around the ǿƻǊƭŘΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ 
do a favor to these countries. Engagement is a means to an end. Engagement is not a 
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favor to a country. Engagement is a means by which the United States can pursue its 
national interest. We seek engagement with Iran through a varieǘȅ ƻŦ ƳŜŀƴǎΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ 
ς ŀǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜΣ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ 
dialogue with Iran together with our international partners through the P-5+1 
ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ LǊŀƴΩǎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛǘǎ ƴǳŎƭŜŀǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ŀƴŘ clarify 
ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƛƴǘŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ ŦŀǾƻǊ 
ǘƻ LǊŀƴΦ LǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǘǊŜƴŘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎΣ ŀǎ 
the President said a short time ago. 
 
So, obviously, we are willing to enƎŀƎŜ LǊŀƴΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ƛƴ ŀ 
variety of settings. But clearly, how current events and future events transpire and 
LǊŀƴΩǎ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜΩƭƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜΦ .ǳǘ ǎƻ ŦŀǊΣ 
ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ŀ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ 
response from Iran materialize. 
 
QUESTION: I know that ς I understand your rationale for engagement, but the 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ LΩƳ ŀǎƪƛƴƎΣ L ƎǳŜǎǎΣ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŀƳŀƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
prospect. 
 
MRΦ /wh²[9¸Υ ²ŜƭƭΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ 
how this plays out. And depending on how this plays out, it will influence what we do 
in the days, weeks, and months ahead. 
 
Samir. 
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ ¸ŜǎΦ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ the visit of the Crown Prince of Bahrain? He is 
here with a large delegation, and he met today with Secretary of Defense. Are you 
conducting the strategic dialogue with Bahrain? 
 
MR. CROWLEY: I mean, Bahrain is a very important partner within the Middle East. 
We have had long and successful workings with Bahrain. Obviously, they host one of 
our more important military commands in the region. We believe going forward ς 
ǿŜΩǾŜ ƎƻƴŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǘ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Gulf to help understand how they see the situation in Iraq, Iran, other issues in the 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ōŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀƭΦ 
 
Michael. 
 
QUESTION: On North Korea, Ambassador Goldberg is leading a delegation to Asia in 
ǊŜƎŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ bƻǊǘƘ YƻǊŜŀ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ been up to. And I was wondering if you 
could provide any more ς L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ς but I was wondering 
if you could provide any more information of the itinerary. 
 
awΦ /wh²[9¸Υ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜΦ 
 
QUESTION: And ς 
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awΦ /wh²[9¸Υ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ sure his travel that ς is that immediate. 
 
QUESTION: Okay. 
 
awΦ /wh²[9¸Υ LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ς obviously, there was a detailed background briefing at the 
White House this morning, talked about Ambassador Goldberg. And he has been 
appointed to lead an interagency effort to implement UN Security Council 
Resolutions 1874 and 1718. He will be traveling in the near term with an interagency 
ǘŜŀƳΣ ōǳǘ LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ƴƻ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ 
 
QUESTION: Change of subject? Lebanon? The son of Rafiq Hariri, Saad Hariri has 
been chosen to be the next prime minister. Is it good news? 
 
MR. CROWLEY: Well, again, there was a recent and very successful election process 
in Lebanon. Obviously, it stands in remarkable contrast to what has occurred in Iran. 
By every indication, it was a free and fair election. And this is the ς it represents the 
logical outcome of that effort. So I think we congratulate him for being named as 
ǇǊƛƳŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΦ ²Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
happy to see the political process yield a stable government in Lebanon and we look 
forward to working with him. 
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ όLƴŀǳŘƛōƭŜύ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƛǘΩǎ ǳƴǎǘŀōƭŜΣ ōǳǘ 
governments in Lebanon in recent years have had considerable internal tensions 
between the March 8th and the March 14th ς 
 
MR. CROWLEY: Sure. And obviously, there is by definition a history. But this appears 
to be a process that has worked effectively. It was a peaceful outcome. It appears 
that the result here represents the will of the people and a successful outcome of an 
ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ hōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳƛƴƛƳƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ [Ŝōŀƴƻƴ ŦŀŎŜǎΦ 
But obviously, you had a successful political process that has yielded in a short term 
the emergence of a new government, and we look forward to working with him. 
 
QUESTION: The two American journalists in North Korea, have you got any 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ [ŀǳǊŀ [ƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 9ǳƴŀ [ŜŜΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΚ 
 
MR. CROWLEY: Other than we continue to communicate through our protecting 
power and with the families. But since the recent meeting with the ambassador, 
ǿŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ƴƻ ƴŜǿ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦΦ 
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ [ŀǳǊŀ [ƛƴƎΩǎ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅ ƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ 
ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘŜǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ōŀŘΣ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ ǘŀƭƪƛƴg about they both have bad 
situations. 
 
MR. CROWLEY: Yeah, and I just have nothing to add, no. 
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Yeah. 
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ hƴ IƻƴŘǳǊŀǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǳƴǊŜǎǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƎŜǘ 
even worse over the weekend. Do you have anything to say about that? And what is 
your Embassy doing with regard to any sort of violence that might erupt? 
 
MR. CROWLEY: Yeah, we are concerned about the breakdown in the political 
dialogue among Honduran politicians over the proposed June 28 poll on 
constitutional reform. We urge all sides to seek a consensual democratic resolution 
in the current political impasse that adheres to the Honduran constitution and to 
Honduran laws consistent with the principles of the Inter-American Democratic 
Charter. And we think that the OAS has an important role to play here, and we urge 
the OAS to take all appropriate actions necessary to uphold the provisions in the 
charter. 
 
QUESTION: Is your Embassy doing anything to prepare for what might be a violent 
weekend? 
 
awΦ /wh²[9¸Υ LΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ if we have any additional information on that. 
 
QUESTION: Thank you. 
 
MR. CROWLEY: Thank you. 
 
(The briefing was concluded at 1:53 p.m.) 
 
(end transcript) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Deputy Secretary of State James B. Steinberg, 
 
Kosovar President Fatmir Sejdiu and 
 
Kosovar Prime Minister Hashim Thaci 
 
At the Signing Ceremony 
 
June 29, 2009 
 
Treaty Room 
 
Washington, D.C. 
 
MODERATOR: Good morning, and thank you for joining us today. As a depositary for 
the Bretton Woods Accords, the United States is pleased to host this ceremony for 
ǘƘŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ YƻǎƻǾƻΩǎ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ of Agreement of 
the International Monetary Fund and the International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development. 
 
Before we begin, I would like to introduce Deputy Secretary James Steinberg, who 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘƛƴƎ YƻǎƻǾƻΩǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ agreements. I would 
also like to introduce President Fatmir Sejdiu and Prime Minister Hashim Thaci, who 
will be signing the agreements for Kosovo. 
 
At this time, I would like to invite President Sejdiu and Prime Minister Thaci to sit at 
the Treaty Table and sign the International Monetary Fund and World Bank 
agreements. The president and prime minister are now signing the International 
Monetary Fund agreement. 
 
(The International Monetary Fund agreement was signed.) 
 
MODERATOR: The president and prime minister are now signing the World Bank 
agreement. 
 
(The World Bank agreement was signed.) 
 
(Applause.) 
 
DEPUTY SECRETARY STEINBERG: Well, thank you all very much. Thank you, Mr. 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ aǊΦ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΦ hƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ /ƭƛƴǘƻƴΣ LΩƳ just delighted 
to be here at this really momentous occasion to congratulate you and the people of 
YƻǎƻǾƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀƎƴƛŦƛŎŜƴǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ LǘΩǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴƛŎŜ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻŜǎ 
with being the Deputy Secretary of State here in the United States and our role in 
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the IMF and the World Bank to be able to serve as the depositary for the IMF and the 
World Bank and to have the honor of accepting these agreements. 
 
And this is a ς ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƭŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴΣ ƛƴŘŜŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ 
just signed are documents to two of the most important international institutions 
that we have. The World Bank and the IMF reflect the cooperation of the broader 
international community to address the economic challenges that we all face, and 
they will be important partƴŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ 
embarked on over the last decade to build a stronger and more capable Kosovo for 
all of your people, and they will be important partners for you. And it really 
represents your growing integration into the international community, which is 
something that we all welcome and are delighted to see happen. 
 
This is really a sign of your being a contributor and a participant in some of the most 
important work that the international community does. This will help you develop a 
sound budget and sustainable fiscal policies and to work with you. And we stand 
ready to support your efforts, and have pledged $150 million to help Kosovo reduce 
its debt. So you have an opportunity here to use the bank and the fund to help build 
a strong economic climate for investment in your country, to build transparent rule-
of-law institutions that will attract investment and create jobs. And this is something 
that the United States is very deeply committed to. 
 
The Vice President was honored to be able to visit you recently. And the Secretary 
and I are committed on behalf of the State Department to continue those efforts as 
well. So congratulations to you for this fine achievement, and we look forward to our 
cooperation both in the IMF and the Bank and bilaterally in the days and months 
ahead. Thank you. (Applause.) 
 
PRESIDENT SEJDIU: (Via interpreter) Honorable Deputy Secretary Steinberg, 
representatives of the State Department, the IMF and the World Bank, dear guests, 
allow me that in the name of the Kosovo institutions to express my gratitude for this 
occasion. We are here with Prime Minister Thaci to be part of ς to take part in the 
signing ceremony of these two important international institutions to show that 
Kosovo will be a very good partner, will be disciplined and will take part in the 
international monetary system. All our developments and progress we have made so 
far have shown ς are an indication to this. 
 
I extend my gratitude and my thanks to the United States and to all the member 
countries that have expressed their support for Kosovo. This gives a good evaluation 
to all the positive progress that we have made, and, at the same time, it is an 
ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƻǊ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƳƻǾŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ Yƻsovo 
progresses very rapidly, to make use of these resources of all its (inaudible) 
conditions, everything, so that it progresses. 
 
Thank you very much. (Applause.) 
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PRIME MINISTER THACI: (Via interpreter) Honorable Mr. Steinberg, Honorable 
representatives of the World Bank and the Monetary Fund, now the ς now Kosovo 
has built its own institutions which are transparent and efficient. We have the rule of 
law and we have the perspective of implementing the democratic institutions. This is 
the new history of Kosovo, and we have worked for this together very much. 
YƻǎƻǾƻΩǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ LaC ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ .ŀƴƪ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 
repercussions, but also political. It strengthens the sovereignty of our country, opens 
up prospects for the economic development of the country, and creates the work for 
an independent Kosovo. But at the same time, we have new responsibilities. We will 
also have some possibilities to have credits of (inaudible) ς I mean (in Albanian)? 
 
PRIME MINISTER THACI: (In Albanian.) 
 
INTERPRETER: -- was ς yes. (Laughter.) 
 
PRIME MINISTER THACI: (Via interpreter) We pledge that we will work hard, and 
ǿŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΣ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ LaCΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ 
Bank. Thank you very much. (Applause.) 
 
(end transcript) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Washington, D.C. 
 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: Thank you all very much for coming this 
afternoon. I know that many of you are very interested in what is happening in 
Somalia today, and most particularly interested in the U.S. position with respect to 
Somalia and why we have, in fact, taken that position. 
 
The U.S. is deeply concerned about developments in Somalia for several different 
reasons. All of you know that Somalia has been without an effective central 
government for the past 20 years, but in the recent months and recent years, the 
situation there has become increasingly unstable. The instability in Somalia today 
has generated a cancer inside of the country. We see enormous humanitarian 
problems around all of southern Somalia, where some 60 or 70 percent of the 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƻŘ 
assistance. 
 
We see widespread unemployment and we see large movements of people out of 
Mogadishu, which has probably lost over half of its population in the last couple of 
years ς enormous numbers of people displaced. 
 
We have also seen this cancer of instability metastasize to the region. We see 
enormous refugee flows out of Somalia into Kenya. Dadaab refugee camp in 
northeastern Kenya, built over a decade ago to handle 90,000 people, now has a 
refugee population in excess of 270,000. Some 6- to 7,000 Somalis leave Somalia 
every month and cross into Kenya. 
 
QUESTION: What was the ς LΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊiginal ς what was it set up for? 
 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: Set up for 90,000 people. 
 
QUESTION: Okay, sorry. 
 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: Today, a suburb of Nairobi, Eastleigh, 
probably is if not the largest, certainly one of the largest Somali cities in East Africa, 
reflecting the movement of large population groups out of Somalia into the safety of 
Kenya, taxing the services of the Kenyan Government in providing jobs, in providing 
schooling, in providing infrastructure to handle these large refugee flows. Refugees 
have also flown and moved into other parts of East Africa. 
 
Another regional manifestation of the problem there is the contribution that it 
makes in continuing tensions between Ethiopia and Eritrea. In some ways, the 
fighting in the south of Somalia amounts to a bit of a proxy conflict between those 
two countries who have had longstanding border problems and disagreements. 
 
!ƴŘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƳŜǘŀǎǘŀǎƛȊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
form of piracy. Because Somalia has no central government, has no police force, no 
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court system, and because the economy, both the formal and the informal economy, 
have completely broken down, we have seen Somalis take to the sea to hijack an 
increasing number of international ships, including the Alabama Maersk¸ which was 
hijacked some two months ago, being an American vessel. 
 
But the piracy, like the refugees, are an indication of how the instability, the 
continued instability in Somalia, has caused a great deal of concern. 
 
The U.S. also is concerned that Somalia has become a safe haven for a small number 
of individuals who were involved with the destruction of the American embassies in 
Nairobi and Dar es Salam in 1998, August of 1998, and also for the destruction of the 
Israeli-owned Paradise Hotel in Mombasa in November of 2002, and the attempted 
destruction of an Israeli charter aircraft going into Mombasa. 
 
For all of these reasons, but primarily for the first three, we think that we should do 
as much as we possibly can to support the African and regional efforts that are 
underway to help deal with this issue. The U.S. strongly supports the Djibouti 
process, a process organized and run by IGAD and hosted by Djibouti, which led to 
reconciliation and the creation of the Transitional Federal Government. We support 
that Djibouti process. We support the Transitional Federal Government that has 
come out of it, and we support the current president of that Transitional Federal 
Government, President Sheikh Sharif, just as we supported the efforts of the 
previous Transitional Federal Government president, President Yusef. 
 
This is something that the African states in the region, all except one, have endorsed. 
It is something that the AU has endorsed. The only state in the area that has not 
supported the Djibouti process, has not supported the efforts of the TFG, is the state 
of Eritrea. Eritrea has played a spoilers role. They have allowed the ς allowed 
ammunition and supporters of the al-Shabaab, the extremist organization, a terrorist 
organization, to move supporters and equipment across the border into ς the 
Eritreans have allowed supporters of al-Shabaab to move back and forth across the 
borders to be resupplied. And we think that is of some concern. 
 
Maybe I should stop right there. 
 
MR. KELLY: Okay. 
 
QUESTION: So what can you tell us about the decision to provide military assistance 
to Somalis, both materiel and training? 
 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: As I said, we have supported the TFG, the 
¢CDΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜrship, and we have provided the support of arms and munitions and 
training to the TFG military consistent with the efforts of the regional states. The 
governments of Uganda and Burundi have troops on the ground in Mogadishu in 
support of the TFG, and we have provided material assistance to the TFG 
government in order to help them stabilize the situation in the country and to deal ς 
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and to help deal with those regional issues that I described, as well as the 
international issues that have come out as a result thereof. We thought this was also 
in our interest because providing support to a more stable Somalia would give it an 
opportunity to deal with individuals who might also be seeking safe haven there, 
ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ǿƘƻΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜǊǊorist activities. 
 
QUESTION: How recent was this decision, and how recently have they been supplied 
arms, ammunition, and has the training already started? 
 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: Well, we have been supporting the efforts of 
the Ugandan and Burundian forces since they went into Somalia nearly two years 
ago. And we have been providing support to the TFG more recently as their situation 
has become more -- 
 
QUESTION: How recently? 
 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: -- become much more -- 
 
QUESTION: How recently? 
 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: Within the last year. 
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ .ǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƳǎΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΚ ¢ƘŜ ŀǊƳǎ -- 
 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: Yes. Yes, the arms are -- 
 
QUESTION: -- for the last couple of weeks? 
 
{9bLhw {¢!¢9 59t!w¢a9b¢ hCCL/L![Υ ¢ƘŜ ŀǊƳǎ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƴŜǿΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
providing support for some time. 
 
QUESTION: Is this -- 
 
QUESTION: What kind of weapons are they, just to be simple? What kind of 
weaponry is it? What kind of ammunitions? 
 
{9bLhw {¢!¢9 59t!w¢a9b¢ hCCL/L![Υ ²ŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ς ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ǎƳŀƭƭ ŀǊƳǎΦ !ƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ -- 
 
QUESTION: And are these -- 
 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: -- small arms and limited munitions. This is 
not artillery pieces or armored vehicles or tanks. These are small arms. 
 
QUESTION: And these are -- 
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SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: These are weapons that would be used in an 
urban environment, fighting a counter-guerilla insurgency. 
 
QUESTION: Is this -- 
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ LΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΤ Ŏan I just finish up with this? Are they American weapons, or 
ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜΚ 
 
{9bLhw {¢!¢9 59t!w¢a9b¢ hCCL/L![Υ ²ŜΩǊŜ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘǿƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΥ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ 
provided funds for the purchase of weapons; and we have also asked the two units 
that are there, particularly the Ugandans, to provide weapons to the TFG, and we 
have backfilled the Ugandans for what they have provided to the TFG government. 
 
QUESTION: And then, last one for me on this, if L ƳŀȅΦ ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ 
Somalia can be seen as a sort of -- 
 
QUESTION: (Inaudible)? 
 
QUESTION: Yeah ς as, you know, as a proxy conflict or a proxy war between the 
Eritreans and the Ethiopians. Can you shed any light on your efforts to persuade the 
9ǊƛǘǊŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ŎŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǳǊƎŜƴǘǎΚ !ƴŘ L ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎƭȅ 
that you have interest in perhaps going to Eritrea. Is there any ς have they displayed 
any interest in seeing you there or anywhere else to talk about this? 
 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: I have indeed sought to engage the Eritreans 
so that we could talk about the issue of Somalia. I have said to them that it would be 
extremely useful for us to try to improve our relationship and bring it back to normal, 
but the basis on which that would be possible is for them to act in a responsible 
manner in the Horn of Africa, and to cease and desist their support for al-Shabaab. I 
have reached out to the Eritreans, and their responses have been slow in coming 
back. 
 
QUESTIONΥ /ŀƴ L ŎƭŀǊƛŦȅ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƳǎΚ ¸ƻǳ ǎŀƛŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ŦǳƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢CDΚ Lǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ōŀŎƪŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¦ƎŀƴŘŀƴǎΚ 
 
{9bLhw {¢!¢9 59t!w¢a9b¢ hCCL/L![Υ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ Ǌƛght. 
 
QUESTION: Is that with money or is that with American arms? 
 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: What we have sought to do is to do ς as I 
said, to provide the TFG with resources to buy munitions and arms. And we have ς 
and to pay for some of their training needs. And we have gone to the Ugandans 
when the TFG has run short of weapons and ammunition and have told the 
Ugandans to provide what the TFG needs. When the Ugandans provide those 
weapons, they give us a bill and an accounting for what they have turned over, and 
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we then give them the money to replace the stores and the arms that they have ς
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ όƛƴŀǳŘƛōƭŜύΦ 
 
QUESTION: Can you quantify that at all? 
 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: No, I do not want to quantify at this point. 
 
QUESTION: Can you give us a sense of the magnitude of it, the scope of this? 
 
{9bLhw {¢!¢9 59t!w¢a9b¢ hCCL/L![Υ ²ŜΩǾŜ ǎƘƛǇǇŜŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ 
of 40 tons worth of arms and munitions into Somalia in support of the TFG. 
 
QUESTION: And is it ongoing? I mean, is this ς this is going to continue, I mean, right? 
But so far -- 
 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: Yes. Yes. 
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿƘŜƴΚ 
 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: This has been within the last two months. 
 
QUESTION: I have a couple. 
 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: And let me just say, I will say within the last 
six weeks ς certainly within ς to be more precise, because the al-Shabaab started a 
major assault on the TFG around the 7th of May, and our assistance has substantially 
increased as a result of the (inaudible.) 
 
QUESTION: And it was a direct result of that that prompted your decision to -- 
 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: We felt that it was important to respond to 
the TFG request and the calls for support that were coming from the region and the 
concerns that the region had. 
 
QUESTION: Can I just ς on the arms, just as a ballpark figure, are we talking about a 
couple of million dollars or are we talking about under a million dollars? Are we 
talking about upwards of ς 
 
QUESTION: Are we talking about tens of millions of dollars? 
 
{9bLhw {¢!¢9 59t!w¢a9b¢ hCCL/L![Υ bƻΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿ 
ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴǎΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ς 
 
QUESTION: Single digits? 
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SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: WeΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ς ǎǘŀǊǘ ǇŀǊǎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ 
ƴƻǘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ϸмлл ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ϸтр ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ 
ŀōƻǳǘ Ϸрл ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ Ϸнр ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΦ ό[ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΦύ 
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ bƻΣ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭǳŎǘŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ς ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎƛƴƎ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀǊƳǎΣ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ς 
 
{9bLhw {¢!¢9 59t!w¢a9b¢ hCCL/L![Υ L ƳŜŀƴΣ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƛƴǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǳƴŘŜǊ Ϸмл 
million. 
 
QUESTION: Thank you. 
 
QUESTION: A couple of things. I mean, the fact that you ς 
 
{9bLhw {¢!¢9 59t!w¢a9b¢ hCCL/L![Υ LǘΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ Ϸмл ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΦ 
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ ¢ƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŜƴǘ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ 
that al-Shabaab was on the verge of taking over the government. And I mean, can 
you relate that to your fears that ς about al Qaida becoming a safe haven in the 
region? 
 
Also, can you talk about the training piece, what the U.S. is doing in terms of 
training? 
 
And then thirdly, I understand the head of the Puntland Government is here. What 
are your discussions with them? Do you see them as having any role whatsoever? 
 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: Go backwards. Third question: I believe that 
the president of Puntland is here. He is here at the request of Congressman Payne to 
participate in a set of congressional meetings ς L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 
hearings ς that occurred, I think, several days ago. 
 
I have not met with the president of Puntland, and we have not been involved in any 
of his activities since his arrival. 
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ {ƻ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ς I mean, the Bush Administration used 
ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƻŦǘŜƴΣ ǎƻ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΦ 
 
{9bLhw {¢!¢9 59t!w¢a9b¢ hCCL/L![Υ ²ŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ς L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀt. 
 
QUESTION: Well -- 
 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: I just said that we had not spoken to them. 
They have come here at the request of Congressman Payne. And it may be that while 
ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ς we have not seen them. Puntland 
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has exhibited a degree of stability that is to be encouraged and supported. And so it 
is not a ς ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǿ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƳΦ 
 
The second question -- 
 
QUESTION: Training. 
 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: Training. We have set aside money to help 
train the TFG. The Ugandans have done some training. The Burundians have done 
some training of TFG elements. And the Kenyans are also prepared to provide 
training. And we have and will assist in the payment for that training when it can be 
done in places that are close by or when they can be done inside of the country. 
 
QUESTION: Are you providing logistical support? 
 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: We are not providing any logistical support to 
the TFG, but we have, in fact, provided logistical support to move the Burundians 
and the Ugandans in and outside of Mogadishu. And we have assisted them from the 
very beginning in their efforts to provide support to the TFG. 
 
QUESTION: And then just lastly on the issue of the kind of timing, I mean, how 
concerned were you ς are you or were you that al-Shabaab was on the verge of 
completely taking over Mogadishu and about fears that ς I mean, I think Panetta 
made some comments this week that about fears that al-Qaida could be the next 
safe haven, that it could be the next safe haven for al-Qaida. 
 
{9bLhw {¢!¢9 59t!w¢a9b¢ hCCL/L![Υ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ tŀƴŜǘǘŀΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΣ 
but let me say that we remain concerned about the prospects of an al-Shabaab 
victory, and we want to do as much as we can to help the TFG, the AMISOM forces, 
and the countries in the region to deal with a threat that impacts Somalia, the 
ǊŜƎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ ²Ŝ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢CD 
be given an opportunity to establish stability and peace in the south and be able to 
deliver services to the people there. 
 
A government run by al-Shabaab would be a government that would likely generate 
greater instability in the country, carrying out more of the atrocities and human 
rights violations, and would probably contribute to the continued instability and 
concerns that we have about providing a safe haven for global terrorists like Fazul 
Harun and Ali Nabhan, who were responsible for the 2002 bombings. 
 
I draw your attention to what a Shabaab government would mean for Somalia by 
noting that the press carries today the draconian judicial ς if one can call it judicial ς 
ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƳǇƭƻȅΦ CƻǊ ǊƻōōŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏǳǘ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘ 
and the foot of those who violate their strict Sharia law. Somalia has always been a 
Muslim country, but it has practiced a moderate form of Sufi Islam. The kind of 
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Sharia, the kind of Islam that al-Shabaab would practice is generally anathema to 
most Somalis. 
 
QUESTION: (Inaudible) if I could. 
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ LΩƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΣ Ǝƻ ŀƘŜŀŘΦ 
 
QUESTION: The first is who decided to provide the arms and training? Was that 
Secretary Clinton or the President? 
 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: It was a national decision. 
 
QUESTION: We had in our story it was made at the highest level, so I would assume 
that means the President. 
 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: Yeah, the ς it was a national decision. 
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ ²Ƙȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ -- 
 
QUESTION: It was not the President? 
 
QUESTION: Whȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ ǿƘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŜȄǇŜƴŘƛǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǘŀȄǇŀȅŜǊ 
ŦǳƴŘǎΚ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŎƻǾŜǊǘ ŀŎǘΦ 
 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: Yeah, no, the ς ƴƻΣ ƴƻΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘΦ !ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ς and 
the Secretary and the NSC agreed to this, yes. 
 
QUESTION: And she has the authority; it doesn't have to be presidential authority; 
the authority has been delegated to her to -- 
 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: Yes, and we have been ς as I said, we have 
been supporting the Djibouti process. We have supported for the last nearly two 
years the Ugandans and the Burundians as they have been on the ground defending 
the TFG leadership, defending the parliament, defending the presidential palace, 
defending the main port, and defending of the main airport. And the extension of 
funding directly to the TFG is consistent with our efforts and support to help the TFG 
as much as possible to gain stability in the region. 
 
QUESTION: And if I could just clarify ς ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜƛƴƎ 
done by U.S. -- 
 
SENIOR S¢!¢9 59t!w¢a9b¢ hCCL/L![Υ bƻΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ς let me just -- 
 
QUESTION: -- police or contractors or military or anything? 
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SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: Let me be clear. There are no U.S. active duty 
or reserve military forces in Somalia, operating in Somalia, or acting on behalf of this. 
 
QUESTION: Are they doing it in neighboring ς are they doing it in neighboring 
countries? 
 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: No, no. 
 
QUESTION: And does Djibouti have a role in training? 
 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: Yes, they have assisted from time to time, 
but we -- 
 
QUESTION: In what respect? 
 
{9bLhw {¢!¢9 59t!w¢a9b¢ hCCL/L![Υ .ǳǘ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ς L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΣ 
ǇǊŜŎƛǎŜƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻ ς this is not been regular U.S. military 
forces engaged and involved in this. 
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ Iƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻƴŜȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜǘ ŀǎƛŘŜΚ ¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
set aside to train the TFG. 
 
{9bLhw {¢!¢9 59t!w¢a9b¢ hCCL/L![Υ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ 
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ !ƎŀƛƴΣ LΩƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ Ǝǳȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪΦ 
 
SENIOR ST!¢9 59t!w¢a9b¢ hCCL/L![Υ ¸ŜŀƘΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀ ς at figures including 
arms and ammunition and training of less than $10 million. 
 
QUESTION: (Inaudible) the training and the ammunition (inaudible). 
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ hƘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘhe munitions -- 
 
MR. KELLY: Libby, you have the last question. 
 
v¦9{¢LhbΥ ¸ŜŀƘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǳǇ ƻƴ 9ƭƛǎŜΩǎ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƭ-Qaida, what can you 
tell us about ς ȅƻǳ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀΣ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ 
that have safe haven in Somalia. But how concerned are you about al-Qaida having a 
footprint there and their setting their sights on Somalia, especially if the U.S. forces 
in Afghanistan do have more success driving them out? 
 
{9bLhw {¢!¢9 59t!w¢a9b¢ hCCL/L![Υ ¸ŜŀƘΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǉǳŜǎǘion it. It remains an 
important concern of the U.S. Government. The most important concern, however, 
is to be able to capture the individuals who were involved in terrorist acts in 2002 
and in 1998. We do not want to see Somalia become a safe haven for foreign 
terrorists, and we believe that one of the best ways to prevent that is to help the TFG 
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establish itself as a strong, legitimate government capable of enforcing its laws, 
protecting its borders, and arresting individuals who are working against them as 
well as against us and others in the international community. 
 
The best way to do that is to help create a more viable Somali state which is not a 
threat to its people and not a threat to its neighbors, not a threat to international 
shipping, and not a threat to us in terms of harboring terrorists. 
 
QUESTION: Would you say that -- 
 
QUESTION: Are they really moving over from Afghanistan and Pakistan? 
 
MR. KELLY: I think that Mr. Senior Administration Official is just about -- 
 
QUESTION: But are they already (inaudible) over? 
 
QUESTION: Well, this actually ς I mean, this is an important point. I mean, do you ς 
there 
 
was some ς during the Bush Administration, there was talk about ςan effort to kind 
of engage the Islamicists. I mean, is that over? Have you completely given up on 
talking to al-Shabaab and trying to form some kind of accommodation? I mean, even 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ǝǳȅǎ ŀƳƳƻ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ς ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƪƛƴŘ of consolidate 
their power. So I mean, is there any kind of accommodation to be made? 
 
QUESTION: Is there any hope for a reconciliation there? 
 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: Well, we continue to encourage the 
government of Sheikh Sharif to reach out to all moderate Islamic and Muslim forces 
in the area to establish an inclusive government that involves the clans and various 
regional leaders; all of those who are not intent upon carrying out extremist acts or 
terrorist attacks -- 
 
QUESTION: But not al-Shabaab? 
 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: We have ς if there are individuals in Shabaab 
who are not committed to extremism and are prepared to accept an inclusive and 
moderate government, then we would say ς speak to them. But to those Shabaab 
elements who are extremists, the answer would be no. 
 
MR. KELLY: Okay. Thank you. 
 
QUESTION: It sounds a plan to talk to Hamas. 
 
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: No, no, no. 
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MR. KELLY: Thank you very much. 
 
(end transcript) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
NNNN 
 
 
*WPD113   06/29/2009 
¢ŜȄǘΥ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ /ƭƛƴǘƻƴ ƻƴ 5ƧƛōƻǳǘƛΩǎ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ 5ŀȅ 
(U.S. congratulates the people of Djibouti on anniversary of independence) (102) 
 
(begin text) 
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
 
Office of the Spokesman 
 
June 27, 2009 
 
STATEMENT BY SECRETARY CLINTON 
 
Djibouti Independence Day 
 
On behalf of the United States and the American people, I would like to extend my 
warm congratulations to the people of Djibouti as they celebrate their thirty-second 
anniversary of independence.  We appreciate the strong partnership we enjoy with 
Djibouti as we cooperate on regional issues in the Horn of Africa. May our shared 
commitment to democracy and peace continue to join our nations together in 
friendship. 
 
(end text) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
NNNN 
 
 
*WPD114   06/29/2009 
Text: Letter of Agreement Between U.S., Dominican Republic 
(Agreement implements the Merida Initiative in efforts to combat crime) (289) 
 
(begin text) 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
 
Office of the Spokesman 
 
June 29, 2009 
 
MEDIA NOTE 
 
Letter of Agreement Signed with Dominican Republic 
 
U.S. Chargé d'Affaires to the Dominican Republic Roland W. Bullen and Dominican 
Minister of the Interior and Police, Franklin Almeyda Rancier, signed the first letter of 
agreement implementing the Mérida Initiative, a multi-year regional effort to 
combat organized crime, gangs and the trafficking of narcotics and firearms on 
Friday, June 26. The signing provides an initial $2,155,000, with an additional 
$345,000 to follow in FY2008 funding for the first year of the Mérida Initiative. 
 
Under this agreement, the Dominican Government and the U.S. Government will be 
partners in projects funded in part or fully by the U.S. Government. Mérida Initiative 
funding is to be used for projects that include: Providing equipment and technical 
consulting services to the Financial Analysis Unit, $200,000; National Police Reform 
Projects, $300,000; Anti-Money Laundering Assistance, $300,000; National 
Directorate for the Control of Drugs Reform Projects, $750,000; Development of a 
National Digital Criminal Database, $550,000; Equipment for the Navy Intelligence 
Unit, $250,000; and a Joint Haitian-Dominican Border Security Program, $150,000. A 
second letter of agreement to be signed in the future will provide additional funding 
to these and additional projects including the targeting of at risk youth and anti-gang 
programs, community policing, and demand reduction. 
 
Representatives of the Government of the United States and the Government of the 
Dominican Republic will meet quarterly to review qualitative and quantitative 
progress towards achievement of the project goals and objectives. These evaluations 
are in addition to the ongoing monitoring of the programs and activities conducted 
by each government. 
 
(end text) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
NNNN 
 
 
*WPD115   06/29/2009 
¢ŜȄǘΥ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ YŀǊŀŘȊƛŎΩǎ CƛƭƛƴƎ ŀǘ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ǊƛƳƛƴŀƭ ¢Ǌƛōǳƴŀƭ 
(Claims of immunity from prosecution unsubstantiated) (467) 
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(begin text) 
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
 
Office of the Spokesman 
 
June 25, 2009 
 
wŀŘƻǾŀƴ YŀǊŀŘȊƛŎΩǎ aŀȅ нрΣ нллф CƛƭƛƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ L/¢¸ 
 
On May 25, 2009 Radovan Karadzic filed a motion before the International Criminal 
Tribuƴŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ¸ǳƎƻǎƭŀǾƛŀ όL/¢¸ύ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ άIƻƭōǊƻƻƪŜ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ aƻǘƛƻƴέ 
in which he argues that his indictment should be dismissed on the grounds that 
Ambassador Richard Holbrooke promised Dr. Karadzic immunity from prosecution in 
The Hague in return for his resignation from public life. 
 
The United States is aware of this allegation and repeatedly has made clear that no 
agreement ever was made to provide Radovan Karadzic immunity from prosecution. 
Neither Ambassador Holbrooke nor any United States official was in a position to 
offer Dr. Karadzic such immunity, and no such offer was made. Dr. Karadzic did sign a 
statement, the text of which was negotiated in Belgrade on July 18, 1996, by 
Ambassador Holbrooke and a team of United States government officials with senior 
Serbian officials at a meeting where Dr. Karadzic was not present. In this statement, 
Dr. Karadzic pledged to leave office and withdraw from public life. There was no 
άǉǳƛŘ ǇǊƻ ǉǳƻέΦ 
 
As part of an ongoing commitment to assist the work of the ICTY, the United States 
regularly provides information to both prosecution and defense counsel. As part of 
ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ 5ǊΦ YŀǊŀŘȊƛŎΩǎ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊΣ 
we have provided a number of documents to Dr. Karadzic, a few of which were cited 
in the motion filed on May 25. However, we believe that Dr. Karadzic has 
mischaracterized the evidentiary import of the information he received. 
 
In the interest of transparency and accuracy, we are making available to the public 
documents that pertain to the allegation of an immunity agreement and, in 
particular, demonstrate the lack of an underlying basis for that assertion. As these 
documents show, the United States Government repeatedly made clear at the time 
ƻŦ 5ǊΦ YŀǊŀŘȊƛŎΩs agreement to withdraw from public life that it still expected Dr. 
Karadzic to be tried in The Hague. This position is reflected in both official 
statements to the press and in private diplomatic communications, including in 
letters from Secretary of State Warren Christopher and Ambassador Holbrooke to 
Serbian President Slobodan Milosevic. 
 
¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ L/¢¸Ωǎ ƧǳŘƛŎƛŀƭ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ L/¢¸ ǘƻ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ 
horrific crimes. We applauded Serbian authorities following the arrest and transfer 
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of Radovan Karadzic to The Hague on July 21, 2008, and heralded the day as an 
important milestone for justice for the victims and reconciliation for the Balkans. Our 
longstanding policy is to ensure that those accused of atrocities face justice. 
 
(end text) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
NNNN 
 
 
*WPD116   06/29/2009 
Text: Remarks by Secretary Clinton on the Situation in Honduras 
(Secretary Clinton condemns action against Honduran president) (113) 
 
(begin text) 
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
 
Office of the Spokesman 
 
June 28, 2009 
 
STATEMENT BY SECRETARY CLINTON 
 
Situation in Honduras 
 
The action taken against Honduran President Mel Zelaya violates the precepts of the 
Inter-American Democratic Charter, and thus should be condemned by all. We call 
on all parties in Honduras to respect the constitutional order and the rule of law, to 
reaffirm their democratic vocation, and to commit themselves to resolve political 
disputes peacefully and through dialogue. Honduras must embrace the very 
principles of democracy we reaffirmed at the OAS meeting it hosted less than one 
month ago. 
 
(end text) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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*WPD117   06/29/2009 
Text: Report on Water and Sanitation Strategy in Developing Countries 
(State Dept. report outlines U.S. efforts in safe water, sanitation services) (454) 
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(begin text) 
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
 
Office of the Spokesman 
 
June 27, 2009 
 
MEDIA NOTE 
 
U.S. Department of State Releases Fourth Annual Report to Congress on Water and 
Sanitation Strategy in Developing Countries 
 
On June 26, 2009, the U.S. Department of State released the 2009 Senator Paul 
Simon Water for the Poor Act of 2005 Report to Congress describing U.S. 
Government efforts to expand access to safe drinking water and sanitation, improve 
water resources management and increase water productivity in developing 
countries. 
 
This report is required by Section 6 of the Senator Paul Simon Water for the Poor Act 
of 2005. The Act makes the provision of safe water and sanitation services in 
developing countries a component of U.S. foreign assistance. It requires the 
Secretary of State, in consultation with USAID, to develop and implement a strategy 
to support this goal within the context of sound water resource management. This is 
the Fourth Report to Congress. 
 
In FY 2008, the United States obligated more than $1 billion for water- and 
sanitation-related activities in developing countries (excluding Iraq). Of that amount, 
over $820 million was obligated in 95 countries worldwide to improve access to safe 
drinking water and sanitation and promote hygiene. Investments in Sub-Saharan 
Africa rose to $646 million in FY 2008. 
 
The United States remains one of the largest bilateral donors to water and sanitation 
activities in developing countries, accounting for 10 percent of all official assistance 
to the water and sanitation sector in 2006ς2007. The United States also remains one 
of the largest donors to several multilateral development banks and 
intergovernmental organizations, which are significant contributors to water and 
sanitation projects. More important are the results we are achieving. As a result of 
USAID investments, more than 7.7 million people received improved access to safe 
drinking water and more than 6.2 million received improved access to sanitation. Of 
these, more than 4.6 million received first-time access to an improved drinking water 
source and more than 2.1 million to improved sanitation. 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ς for the first time ς country specific plans for achieving 
U.S. goals and objectives along with measurable indicators to track progress and 
report results. The report also highlights the work of U.S. agencies and departments 
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to build partnerships, improve science and technology capacity, and increase the 
political will among developing and donor countries to address water and sanitation 
challenges. 
 
We believe these are significant steps that represent a growing commitment by the 
United States to make water a core element of our foreign assistance. This and 
previous reports in response to the Act can be found at www.state.gov/g/oes/water 
( http://www.state.gov/g/oes/water ). 
 
(end text) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
NNNN 
 
 
*WPD118   06/29/2009 
Text: President Obama on Situation in Honduras 
(Obama calls on all parties to respect democratic norms and rule of law) (109) 
 
(begin text) 
 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
 
Office of the Press Secretary 
 
June 28, 2009 
 
Statement from President on the situation in Honduras 
 
"I am deeply concerned by reports coming out of Honduras regarding the detention 
and expulsion of President Mel Zelaya. As the Organization of American States did on 
Friday, I call on all political and social actors in Honduras to respect democratic 
norms, the rule of law and the tenets of the Inter-American Democratic Charter. Any 
existing tensions and disputes must be resolved peacefully through dialogue free 
from any outside interference." 
 
(end text) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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