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Honduran Crisis Must be Resolved Peacefully and Lawfully

0(792)

By Stephen Kaufman
Staff Writer

Washington T Political tensions in Honduras must be resolved peacefully and with
respect for democratic norms, President Obama says, voicing his concern over the
June 28 detention and expulsion of President José Manuel Zelaya Rosales.

In a June 28 statement, Obama called on all of the political and social entities in
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The Honduran military forcibly removed Zelaya from the presidential palace June 28
and expelled him to Costa Rica before the start of a survey he had called for June 28

to gauge popular support for a second term despite a Honduran Supreme Court
order to the contrary. Under the Honduran Constitution, a president may serve only
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repeatedly violating the constitution and disregarding other government institutions.

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton said June 29 that the restoration of full
RSY2ONI GAO FyR O2yaildAdGdziAazzylt 2NRSNJIAY | 2y

United States.
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The United States is working with its partners in the Organization of American States

6h! {0 G2 aFlFaKA2Y | aAGNRBy3 O2yaSyadzé GKI G
President Zelaya and calls for a restoration of democratic order in the country, she

said.

The Obama administration will also continue to work with other countries in the

region to facilitate dialogue between the parties in Honduras, restore confidence in

G0KS O2dzyiNERQa RSY2ONYGAO AvyalAddziazya FyR
toward the presidential election scheduled for November.
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States is currently withholding a formal legal determination over what has taken

place. Under U.S. law, no bilateral assistance other than for democracy promotion

can be given to a country when its elected leader has been ousted by a military coup.

She said the United States, which provides assistance to Honduras under programs
such as the Millennium Challenge Account, is looking at the situation and considering
its implications.

d a dzOK 2T 2dzNJ aaradalyOS Aa O2yRAUGAZ2YSR 2y
Clinton said. A return to the rule of law and a restoration of constitutional order

GoAGKAY | NBflFIOGAOGSte aK2NI LISNA2R 2F (GAYS
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She also said the initial OAS response to the situation has reaffirmed the
2NBF YAT I GA 2y Qénciplesiaf dedfodddty arffl Bonslitutiéh8 order.

OAS Secretary-General Jose Miguel Insulza warned Honduran officials June 28 that

GKSe@ FI10S aAyldSNYLI GA 2 y-Anmkericah Bethdcratic Chatgiré ol 4 SR
which states that an unconstitutional interruption of the democratic order
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OAS.

The Permanent Council of the OAS also adopted a resolution on June 28 that }
GOSKSYSyiufteed O2yRSYYSR Yatahdidé@man@edl hisS E LJdzf A A2y |
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its Washington headquarters June 30 to discuss the crisis.

In a June 28 teleconference, a senior State Department official told reporters that
the United States views Zelaya as the constitutional president of Honduras and called
for his immediate return.

The official said that in recent weeks, the United States and other countries in the

region have been working to address the underlying causes of the conflict and the

LRt AGAOFE LREFINRTIFTGAZ2Y AY |1 2YyRdzNF & alyR S,
O2YLISGAY 3 hahéafforitdedsiird tBayitiee wak a democratic resolution
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The full texts of the statement by Obama ( http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-
english/2009/June/20090629110935emffen0.3666956.html&distid=ucs ) and the
statement by Clinton ( http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-
english/2009/June/20090629113134emffen0.2144724.html&distid=ucs ) are
available on America.gov.

What foreign affairs decisions should President Obama consider? Comment on
' YSNAOF ®#3290Qa o060t23 60 KOULIYkkof 2@RatPl YSNA OF ©
should-obama%e2%80%99s-top-priorities-be/ ).

(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S.
Department of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov)
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Pedal-Powered Economic Development
(Two-wheeled transit improves livelihoods in Africa, Asia and Latin America) (889)

By Matt Herrick
Staff Writer
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WASHINGTON T In many developing countries, motorized transportjusi R2 Say Qi

work. It is often unavailable or too expensive for rural residents and entrepreneurs

G2 O2Yy&aARSNX al{1{Ay3 YIGGSNE 62NBSZ NRIFRa O]
years, Keith Oberg has promoted bicycles as a means to save time, enhance

productivity and generate additional income.

In 2005, Oberg started Bikes for the World (BfW), a Washington-area nonprofit that
has shipped more than 34,000 bikes to Africa, Asia and Latin America. It is now the
largest U.S. shipper of donated used bicycles to developing countries.

With a U.S. market value of roughly $45 per bike, the bikes shipped amount to $1.5
million in material goods. But the real value, Oberg said, is the pedal-powered
economic development that results when a bike improves access to farms, markets,
jobs, schools and health care for residents in hundreds of communities.

A NETWORK OF U.S. VOLUNTEERS

In a mall parking lot in northern Virginia, people are arriving with car trunks
crammed and pickup beds stacked with bicycles. There are straight handlebars and
curved handlebars, racing saddles and banana seats, mountain bikes and cruisers 1
more than 100 bikes are donated on this spring day. Oberg works with volunteers in
five states and the city of Washington to organize hundreds of collection events each
year. Fifteen-year-old Patrick Carey coordinated this event to earn his Eagle Scout
rank in the Boy Scouts youth group.

L GK2daAKG AG az2dzyRSR tA1S I 3I22R ARSI G2 |

At the sites, volunteers in red BfW T-shirts remove pedals and lower handlebars on
roadworthy bikes to maximize shipping space, while less desirable bikes are put
aside to be stripped of parts (cranks, wheels and inner tubes, which can be scarce in
developing countries). Volunteers also ask donors to contribute $10 to help cover
freight costs, which range from $4,500 to $8,500 per container of 450 bikes.

Besides these makeshift collection sites are stationary ones in small, independent

bicycle shops dotting the East Coast. Bob Mallasch offers such a collection point at

KAa NBGFAf &aG2NBsT . 20Qa . Al Sahwtaddtellsal NBf | YR
1ARA& | 02dzi G-&BA 13N dzLBEI MASY NF2 N A dzRSy 1 a 6 K?2
service hours.

L ftA1S GKSI2NBBYKI BOARWI&LG KStLWA GKS RSO
also sent bikes down to the Gulf Coast after Hurricane Katrina and to local kids that

YSSR GKSY® LG GNMYz & A& o0A1Sa F2NJ GKS 62NI R

REACHING THOSE IN NEED
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In 2008, BfW shipped nearly 10,000 bikes to eight countries.

Once bikes arrive at their destinations, partner organizations take charge. BfW
partners with dozens of nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) in countries such as
Ghana and Costa Rica that want to incorporate bicycle transportation into their
community-development projects. Unlike cash grants, Oberg said, material goods
like bikes compel NGOs to develop effective administrative skills.

For this reason, the bikes are not really being donated. Instead, they are sold for $25

to$opZ 06SOFdzaS LIS2LIX S a@lfdzS gKIG GKS& S| NYy:
giving bikes away, people will line up and turn around and sell them for a windfall

LINEFAGZE KS &l ARO®

When the cost is prohibitive for a potential buyer, the NGO works with the buyer to

arrangeamicrof 2 y® LRSFffex GKS GNIyaLRNIlFIGA2y |7
productivity and wages, generating enough money to repay the loan and eventually

KSt LI 6KS 0d22SNRa TFFYAfeo
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In 2005, BfW sent its first container of bikes to a partner NGO in Ghana called Village
Bicycle Project. The U.S.-based nonprofit has distributed 36,000 bicycles and, during
the past few years, the majority has come from BfWw.

Afriyie Ekua purchased her bike a few years ago from Village Bicycle Project. An
outreach nurse at the Buamadumasi clinic in Ghana, Ekua provides health services to
10 remote villages inaccessible to motorized vehicles. On foot, she could reach only a
few villages each week. With her bike, Ekua visits each village once or twice a week.

Village Bicycle Project provides riding lessons for women and has trained more than
5,500 people in maintenance workshops. Volunteer instructors teach common-sense
applications, such as maintaining greased chains, inflated tires and roadworthy

bearings.

Gt S2 L) S-REPSE 8aB&NILI | 0Sa R2y Qi dzy RSNRGF YR
YIAYyOiGSyllyOSz¢é alFAR 51 @AR tSOlKFIYZ +AfflF3aS
provide enough training for someone to actually make aliving= ¢ KS | RRSRX & o dzi
KFgS 4SSy LIS2LX S Y20AQ0FKGSR G2 G1F1S GKFEG yS|

Bismark Agbeve took that step in 2005.

Agbeve is from Adaklu-Tokor in Ghana, which rests on lush Adaklu Mountain. He is a
farmer, a father of four and an office manager for a community organization.
Somehow he found time to take a bicycle-maintenance course offered by the
project.
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Agbeve purchased a bike as part of the maintenance workshop, which offers bikes to
students for a discounted price of $15. He realized he has an affinity for bike repair
and he opened a bike-repair shop in the village center. It now employs two

mechanics.
Gae O0A1S A& Y& TF22dzyRIGA2yZé¢ 1 36S0S &4 ARP® &
YIye RAFTFAOdMZ GASEDE

(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S.
Department of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov)
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Diary: Building Bamboo Bikes in Ghana
() (549)

Craig Calfee is the founder of Calfee Design ( http://www.calfeedesign.com/),

builders of carbon-fiber bike frames that have performed in world-class competitions

such as the Hawaii Ironman, the Tour de France and the Olympics. A few years ago,

Calfee turned his attention to more practical transportation matters and founded

the Bamboosero ( http://www.bamboosero.com/ ) line of bamboo-frame cargo and

mountain bikes. He also formed the Bamboo Bike Project (

http://www.bamboobike.org/Home.html ) with scientists and engineers at Columbia

' YABSNRBAGE QA 9 NI K bikeyhakinginlGhanaS (2 & GdzZR& o Yo

By Craig Calfee
Special Correspondent

July 1, 2009

| returned to Ghana last August to visit Ibrahim, with whom | have worked on
bamboo bikes. Ibrahim had assembled a modest crew at his bicycle shop in Accra,
and crew members were anxious to learn how to build a bamboo mountain bike. We
planned to build one over a five-day training session.

My strategy with bamboo bikes is to get locals to begin building bikes for tourists and
then move to exporting. As they progress, they will generate better profits, buy more
and better tools, and gain efficiency. At that point, building costs should come down
and locals can build less costly versions for themselves.

Upon my arrival, Ibrahim and | tried to collect all the parts necessary to build the
bike, but many local suppliers did not stock the correct parts. The Village Bicycle
Project ( http://www.ghanabikes.org/ ) does a great job of teaching people how to
maintain their new bikes, but once a crucial part breaks it becomes very difficult to
find a replacement.
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Bamboo is a different story. It grows abundantly.

During my last visit, Ibrahim and | harvested bamboo and prepared it for curing by
treating it with a nontoxic, split-preventing chemical. Now it is dry and ready to
become a bicycle frame.

After less-interested students drifted away, a core group formed and stuck with the
training for the duration.

We began by investigating local fiber sources to wrap the intersecting points on the
frame. A village elder named Mr. Asanti showed us where to find a strong, local
forest vine. He processed it into fiber by heating it over charcoal, beating it with a
stone and then pulling it apart by hand. It was fairly labor intensive, but we used it
on the bike for a local style.

We also harvested bamboo for six future bikes. | showed the students how to choose
the right diameters and lengths for different parts, how to apply the correct
treatment and how to dry the wood. The students wrapped the cut sections in palm
leaves and carried them out of the forest. In five months, these tubes can be used to
build more bikes.

After | inspected the assembled bike, | found it needed some reworking. In keeping

with the idea of building one without my supervision, | recommended some changes

and the bike was reassembled with backup parts | had brought from Taiwan. The

bike was finally completed at dusk with help from Wisdom, a local bike mechanic

with good tools. We marked the bike with the Bamboosero brand name, inscribed

G! 02YLISé 22y (WS YR YEFENJ SR GKS aSkid (GdzoS ¢
ykmMnkny ®é ¢KS RIFEGS gAaff KSELI YS GNIFX O]l GKS
(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S.

Department of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov)
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Diary: Pura Vida in Costa Rica
(America.gov goes to Costa Rica to film bicycle development) (392)

By Ben Harper
Special Correspondent

June 12, 2009
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met many amazing people and seen some of the most beautiful scenery | could ever
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point my camera.

| am here shooting a story on Bikes for the World, a nonprofit organization based in

the United States that collects used bicycles and works with partner organizations

overseas to get the bikes into the hands of people who need them. The bikes have

helped recipients start small businesses; made it possible to get to school, work or

YENLSGAT YR 3ISYSNIftfe AYLNROSR ljdzZ fAle 27F
collections T where bikes are donated and processed T and loadings T where

volunteers pack more than 400 bikes into containers for overseas shipment. Itis a

remarkable effort and one that is very well organized by tireless director Keith

Oberg.

¢g2 LIS2LAS LQBS YSG Ay /2aidl wAOlF FNB ¢NI D,
Ballena, a small town.

Travis works for Finca Costa Rica, a local community bank and a partner organization
to Bikes for the World.

Ronald is an entrepreneur with a burgeoning business. He has purchased several
bikes through loans from Finca CR. Ronald started his own bicycle-rental company
for tourists and for local ticos (Costa Ricans). While this may seem like a very small
thing, Ronald said that having the chance to purchase the bicycles has given him a
new way to support his family and has given him new confidence to start other
businesses selling beautiful photos and other art made around Bahia Ballena. In
addition, locals now have the opportunity of renting a bicycle for the day to go to the
grocery, other towns, work and school.

Ronald said he is amazed that this all began with one family in the United States
donating a bike because they wanted to help another family in Costa Rica. That
FLYAf @& GdzN)YySR 2dzi (02 6S KAaxX yR (KS R2y2N]

A good way to sum up the gratitude and satisfaction Ronald feels is to use the
commonCostawA OF y al @Ay 3 dat dzNIF JARIF HE

(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S.
Department of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov)
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Diary: Village Bicycle Project Founder in Benin
() (546)

American David Peckham went to Ghana in 1999 to study ways to make bicycles
accessible to more people. He founded Village Bicycle Project (
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http://www.ghanabikes.org/ ) soon thereafter. Since then, the project has worked in
12 African countries, where it has provided 36,000 bikes, trained 5,500 people in
bicycle maintenance and distributed 15,000 tools. In 2005, the project partnered
with Bikes for the World to deliver bikes to several African nations.

By David Peckham
Special Correspondent

July 1, 2009

In December 2008, | traveled from Ghana to northern Benin to learn about its bike

d0SySd L FNNAGSR G blFrGAGAYy3I2dzZ | G266y & dzN
f20fta alreéed blFidAGAYy3I2dz A& . SyaAyQa O2YYSNDOA
NEFR fSFRAY3I FNRBY /202y 2dz2 . SYyAyQa Yl 22N LI
tanker trucks with Mali license plates pass through daily. | think they carry crude oil.

Their journey of more than 1,000 miles [1,600 kilometers] is extremely inefficient,

expensive and dangerous.

Motorbikes, or motos, outnumber bicycles in Natitingou by 4-to-1, with costs

aGFNIAY3 G lo2dzi bPcnnd aliyléEAvaSyE YU 1855 S A2
significant ways that policy in Benin favors motos. First, there is an apparent lack of

registration: | didn't see license plates on any motorbikes. Second, the authorities

turn a blind eye to fuel smuggled from neighboring Nigeria, where fuel prices are

low. Probably tens of thousands of Beninois ingest small amounts of gasoline every

day, as most of the gasoline sold in Benin is siphoned from one receptacle to

another. The highway outside Cotonou is lined with 20-liter bottles of gasoline for

sale. Filling stations are rare.

Most bicycles | see are second-hand European models. | saw a half-dozen
secondhand Japanese imports for sale for $90 1 nearly double what you'd pay in
Ghana.

| found only three or four repairers in Natitingou. They were interested in my tools
and charged about a quarter less than repairers in Ghana.

| got to talking parts with Abel, a repairer. He told me that most of the bikes stored
in his shop needed tires and tubes. He had as many as 30 bikes there and at home,
some kept as long as five years. He said new tires and tubes made in Asia are rubbish
because a new tube won't hold air and you often find tears along the seams.

| get the same complaint in Ghana, only not so severe. Ghanaian bike owners pay
more for punctured U.S.-made tubes than new Chinese-made tubes. Apparently,
many more tubes and tires are needed in Africa.

| also met Saliou, a parts seller, who travels around the region on market days. He
stocks parts mostly for roadsters as opposed to increasingly common mountain
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bikes. Saliou said he travels to Lomé, Togo, for parts. As Lome is not far from Accra
(171 km), | noted a potential partnership.

When | got back to Ghana, | caught a whiff of the soiled shirts | had worn on my bike
trip through Togo and Benin. | was overpowered by the smell of exhaust fumes. The
towns are angry swarms of motorbikes. | can't imagine the respiratory problems
people face.

(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S.
Department of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov)
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U.S. States Seek Fair Method for Selection of Judges
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By Stefano Rivolta
Staff Writer

Washington T In any trial, the judge plays one of the most important roles. In the
United States, how these judges are selected T and the role citizens play in selecting
them 1 varies.

At the federal level, judges are nominated by the president and confirmed by the
Senate, as the U.S. Constitution requires. But within states, the process differs, Adam
Skaggs, democracy counsel for the Brennan Center for Judicial Studies at New York
University, told America.gov.

VARYING STATE SYSTEMS

Many states have three levels of courts: the supreme, appellate or circuit, and trial
court. Some states combine the trial courts and the appellate courts into one
system.

The first level most cases go through is the trial court, where evidence is reviewed
and facts are determined. At the appellate or circuit court, judges review the
decisions made in the trial court. Evidence, testimony and other information
presented at trial are assessed when reviewing the initial ruling.

G¢KS KAIKSAG O2dz2NI 2F (GKS adlrasSzé¢ {11333 &l
supreme court exclusively deal with legal appeals from the intermediate courts and

does not hold trials. The high court may vacate T or discard T the decision, or it
may remand T sendbackdownt I f 2 4SNJ O2dzNIiQd RSOA&AA2Yy > NB
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How judges are selected for these state courts varies. Some are appointed by
governors and confirmed by the state legislature, mimicking the federal judicial-
appointment process. Others are elected directly by the people. In some states, a
mix between appointments and elections is used. Some use a retention process in
which a governor appoints a judge for a term and at the end of the term, the citizens
vote whether to keep the judge in office.

According to the Brennan Center, 39 out of 50 states hold some sort of judicial
election. Thirty-eight states have elections only for the state supreme court. Seven of
those states hold partisan elections (where judicial candidates run as members of a
political party), 14 have nonpartisan elections and 17 have a retention process
following an appointment.

9 OK LINRPOS&a KFra [RGFryidlF3Sae YSSLIAYy3I (KS &
T and away from the ballot box t lets informed individuals come to a thoughtful

decision. On the other hand, when citizens vote for their judges, their democratic

duties are more freely exercised and governmental prejudice can be avoided, which

is one reason why public judicial elections began in the late 1800s.

In some judicial races, candidates cannot disclose their party affiliation, while in

others they can choose to run as a member of a political party. Running in a

nonpartisan election can be difficult for judicial candidates, who must inform the

LJdzof AO oKIFG GKS& adlryR FT2NJ agAlGK2dzi al @Aay3

OAYB8 | LI NIGAOdz FNJ LI NLIeéex¢ {1133a &alARd a. 2
having beneficial outcomes; howevS NI G KS&é R2 y20 |t gl &a Fdzy Ol

The relationship between judges and those who contribute money to their
campaigns is an issue that many 1 including the U.S. Supreme Court T have closely
examined for signs of potential bias.

In the case Caperton v. Massey, the Supreme Court on June 8 ruled that elected
judges have a responsibility to remove themselves from cases involving major
campaign donors. In this case, the judge reviewing the appeal of a ruling against a
large coal company previously had accepted $3 million in campaign donations from
GKS O2YLIl yeQa OKAST SESOdziAgSo

Citizens are capable of getting accurate information on judicial candidates, Skaggs

said, yet biased political information about a candidate spreads during judicial

contests just like in other elections. Advertising that uses slanders, character attacks

YR yIFYS OFttAy3a Oy a1S¢ GUKS @20SNNa OASs|

[N

{2YS adFrGSa IINB dzaay3da I YSNRG O2YYA&darzy
members of the commission are selected appropriately and the selection process

g2N]l a Fa Al aK2 dz-®mndissioh-babedsalectiodprode®@n ¢ Y SNA i
LINE RdzOS GKS o06Said ljdz2rfAde 2F 2dzZRAOALIE OF yRA
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A merit commission usually consists of a mix of public members, lawyers and
nonlawyers, appointed by the state government. Merit commission members should
be highly qualified to interpret policies and determine complex issues by virtue of
education, experience and training. This should result in a more informed selection
based on merit rather than political affiliation, and could limit bias, Skaggs said.

(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S.
Department of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov)
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Michelle Obama Defines Own Role as First Lady
6a! YAGSR 28 {SNBS¢ AYAUGAIFIGABS 2yS YIFI22N T2

By Elizabeth Kenigsberg
Staff Writer

Washington T The role of first lady is arguably the most powerful and influential

nonelected, nonappointed position in the White House. However, despite having a

large staff, and one of the most premiere pieces of real estate, the White House, as

her office, the first lady has no formal job description and the U.S. Constitution

makes no mentionoftherole2 ¥ G KS O2YYFYRSNJ Ay OKASTQa alL.

t NEBAARSY(GAlIf &aL}lRdzaSa KI @S GNIRAGA2YylIife oS
hostess, working to organize White House functions and diplomatic events. In recent

years, however, first ladies have taken a more public role in developing policy and

pursuing their own initiatives.

An accomplished lawyer, former hospital administrator and self-F LILJI2Z Ay 0 $hR a Y2 Y
OKASTZI¢é aAOKStfS holYl &aSNWSa a I NeBE{S Y2
balance work and family life, as she works to move discussion beyond her wardrobe

to engaging the American public on important issues.

ENCOURAGING AMERICANS TO SERVE

Most recently, Michelle Obama has harnessed her role as first lady to encourage
Americans to give back through volunteerism.

On June 22 in San Francisco she launched United We Serve, an initiative by the
h
|.

ol Y FTRYAYAAUGNIGA2Y (KIG GKS FANRG fFRE& R
ff ! YSNAOIFIya G2 YIF1S aSNBAOS | LINILI 27F (K.
GLOQ&IARSYIKIG 2dzNJ GNHzS OFfftAy3a Ay €AFS Aa
YSSia GKS ¢2NI RQa RSSLISaid ySSRZ¢ &a4KS &l ARZ

for volunteerism during this time of economic recession.
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priorities, or in addition to our national priorities. We see it as the key to achieving

2dzNJ VI GA2Y Il E LINA2NAGASasZ¢é aKS O2yUAydzZSRO 4

new foundation for our economy is to establish a new role for service in this

O2dzy i NB ¢

hol Yl &aFAR &KS | LILNRIF OKSa @2fdzyis
%]

dzy NA&aY | yR
GKFG 2NRAYEFNE LIS2LXS OFy | OKAS@S A

S
SEGNI 2 NRA
Those tools include the Web site www.serve.gov ( http://www.serve.gov ), where

Americans can find resources on how to begin their own volunteer project or

volunteer for ongoing efforts. The United We Serve projects focus on four areas in

which President Obama and the first lady believe everyone can have an impact:

energy and the environment, health care, education and community renewal.

G{ SNDAOS KlFIa o06SSy Yeé fATSQa 62N)] Ay Ylye g

aAOKStfS holYl &aFAR® G¢KSNBQa | FSStAy3a (K|
achieve their goals: the fulfillment of putting your faith into action and feeling that
82dzQNB | LI NI 2F az2YSUKAy3a GKIFGQa oAIISNI O

ANBFG§SN) 322RdE

2 AU0KAY 2yS 5SS1 2F GKS AYAGAl comst&@a € | dzy OK.
a0K22f LJXIF@3aNRdzyR FyR LI Ol wmp=Znnn ol O1L} O
members to take with them to summer camp. The United We Serve program will run

through the National Day of Service and Remembrance on September 11.

G { K S rstmdRtat nothing is more powerful than when you enlist the skill and

GFrtSyd FyR LI aaazy 2F GKS ' YSNAOFY LIS2LX S
hol Yl alAR® G{KSQa o6SSy R2Ay3I GKIFG I ff K S NJ
Firstladyinmal Ay 3 GKIF 0 KILWLISY o¢

(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S.
Department of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov)
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By Megan Neff
Staff Writer

Washington t Across Africa, new technologies are being joined with local customs
G2 adNBy3aIGKSy (GKS O2yiGAySyidiQa Ay FNI adNHzOG dz
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Using information and communication technologies (ICTs), such as mobile phones
and the Internet, Africans are finding business and trade to be easier and more
affordable, said Sala Patterson, a policy analyst at the Paris-based Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD).

Patterson, along with representatives of the U.S. Agency for International

Development (USAID), the African Development Bank and Africare, spoke with

/| 2y 3ANBaayYSy s52yFfR tleyS FyR [/ KINISa wky3as
Ambassador John Bruton June 18 on Capitol Hill. The panel discussed the annual

GIAFNIY 902y2YAO hdzif2212¢ |+ &dGdzRe GKFG SEI Y
over the past year and makes projections for the coming year.

In Africa, where communications networks have been limited, things are beginning
to change, according to Payne. New ICTs, such as text messaging, are surpassing old
communication networks in Africa, which have been handicapped by geography and
politics.

These new ICTs are enabling Africans to access information on health and agriculture

and services such as online banking, and to connect more effectively with the rest of

0KS 62NIR® 9dzNRBLISIY O2YLI yASasr adzOK Fa GKS
CNIyO0SQa *AGSYRA YR hNIy3aS: IINB Gdz2NYyAy3 O
where only 40 percent of Africans own a cell phone. By contrast, cell phone usage in

Europe is at nearly 100 percent, said Laura Recuero-Virto, an economist for the

OECD. Nokia, Intel and Microsoft are also investing in the African ICTs.

Projected economic growth for Africa in 2009 is 3 percent, down from 6 percent last
year, said Leonce Ndikumana, research director for the African Development Bank. A
report cited by the African Economic Outlook study shows that increased use of ICTs
in Africa is helping to sustain parts of the African economy during this time of
economic turbulence.

For example, mobile phones in Niger, one of the poorest countries in Africa, are
being used as marketing tools. Farmers are able to text and use the Internet to
communicate with markets around their farm and find the best prices for their
goods. This has helped to reduce prices and it allows farmers to bring goods where
they are most needed and where they will get the highest profit.

Online banking has also helped to sustain African communities through the
recession, and there have been significant strides in increasing the affordability of
money transfers. Where a Western Union transfer of 1,000 Kenyan shillings (about
$13) would cost the user a 500 shilling transaction fee, Patterson said, with M-Pesa,
a new money-transfer service available between cell phones, Kenyans can send the
same amount with a transaction fee of 30 shillings to 75 shillings (about 39 cents to
97 cents). The lower transaction fees offered by M-Pesa have attracted 5 million
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users to the service in the past two years. M-Pesa is seeking to expand in East Africa
and Afghanistan.

Africa still faces challenges with Internet accessibility and technical infrastructure.
According to the panel, less than 7 percent of Africans have Internet access, and the
Internet that is available is inconvenient and expensive, accessible only along the
fiber optic lines laid along the west coast of Africa or through satellites. Limited
Internet resources and lack of competition among Internet providers have led to
exorbitant costs, the panel said.

But, Patterson said, broadband connections should be more widely available in
Africa as the infrastructure expands. It is hoped that a web of fiber optic cables will
be able to connect all of the main metropolitan areas in African by 2012.

For this expansion to take place, the African Economic Outlook study found, local
government involvement will be extremely important to ensure that price drops are
passed on to the consumers, and that ICTs are properly integrated into overall
infrastructure development.

The findings of African Economic Outlook ( http://www.africaneconomicoutlook.org/
0 INB F@FAtlrofS 2y | 2S8S6 aAdsS 2F GKS NBLIZ2NJ

(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S.

Department of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov)
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Transcript: State Department Daily Press Briefing
(Spokesman lan Kelly briefs reporters June 29) (4232)
(begin transcript)

Daily Press Briefing Index

Monday, June 29, 2009

1:15 p.m. EDT

Briefer: lan Kelly, Spokesman

DEPARTMENT

Secretary Clinton Opens Briefing/Discusses Honduras, Iran, Iraq

HONDURAS
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U.S. Foreign Assistance to Honduras

-- Recognize Political Conflict in Honduras/Must be Worked Out in a Peaceful and
Democratic Dialogue

-- U.S. Working Primarily Through OAS Permanent Council
-- U.S. Stresses Actions in Honduras as Deplorable/Condemns

-- Actions Outside the Bounds of Democratic Principles and Constitutional
Norms/Needs to be Reversed

-- U.S. Signed on to OAS Statement/President Zelaya Must Be Reinstated
-- Need to Restore a Democratic and Political Process in Honduras

-- U.S. Ambassador Llorens is on the Ground in Honduras

AFGHANISTAN

-- U.S. Remains Committed to Counter Narcotics Efforts in Afghanistan

-- U.S. to Increase Efforts to Alternative Crop Development, Public Information,
Interdiction

~-1 o{® {dzLlL2NJa GKS ! FIKIY D2@SNYyYSyidQa / 2dz
NORTH KOREA

-- Ambassador Goldberg to Lead Interagency Delegation on Implementation of
UNSCR 1874

-- Delegation will Depart Soon for Beijing
GAZA

-- Two Palestinian-Americans Detained in Gaza/Aware of Situation/Privacy Act
Limitations

-- U.S. Ability to Provide Consular Services in Gaza is Limited
ISRAEL/PALESTINIANS

-- Special Envoy Mitchell to Meet with Israeli Defense Minister Barak to Meet in New
York Tomorrow
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-- Israel and the Palestinians Need to Comply with Obligations in the Roadmap
IRAN
-- U.S. Received Large Numbers of Visa Applications for Iranian Delegation

-- OnJune 16 the Iranians Requested U.S. to Return the Passports Including, First
Vice President Davoodi, Without Visas

IRAQ

-- Withdrawal of U.S. Troops Tomorrow/Agreement is Clear on U.S. Forces Moving
Out of Cities

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING

DPB # 108

MONDAY, JUNE 29, 2009

(ON THE RECORD UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED)
1:15 p.m. EDT

MR. KELLY: All rightd 2Sffx AGQa G2dAK G2 F2tt26 GKS
your questions.

QUESTION: Can we start with Honduras?
MR. KELLY: Yeah.

vi9{¢LhbyY L ly2¢ GKFEG A0Qa lftglea KINR T2
money it gives to any given country. So question one is: Do you know what is the

G2a0F€t FY2dzyld 2F ! o{ o> FaaraidlyoS (2 | 2y RdzNI
would be: Can you lay out even some of the line items? | know that the Millennium

Challenge Corporation Compact is five years, 215 million. Are there any other line

items that you can give us to give us a sense of the size of the aid that might be ¢

might someday be in question?

MR. KELLY: Yeah. Well, let me see. | mean, the answer is, of course we know how
much aid there is. Let me check and see if | have it here. | know that we asked the
Millennium Challenge people and the USAID people to come up with those figures.
As the Secretary said, thisiscg SQNB ad Attt FyFfel AyamitogKIF 1 Qa K
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just happened yesterday. We know that there are some restrictions on assistance
that the U.S. can give to a country where there has been these kinds of ¢ overturning

2F (GKS [/ 2yadAddziAzyl f 2NRSNW® . daktog SQNBE @S
you with the actual data on the amount of assistance.

vig9{¢LhbyY DNBI i @ LT &2dz Oy 3AA@S GKFG {2
awd YO[[,VY ,SHEKEZ L R2y QU GKAY|l GKFGQft oS
v!9{¢LhbY { 2 |_|yzcéaveaazmmﬁtzg@amzah@tlUexézy?
02 NNB Ol K [ SALffex &2dzQNBE y20i O2yaARSNAy3 .

MR. KELLY: Well, I think you all saw the OAS statement last night, which called it a

O2dzld RQSGFGXZ yR @2dz KSINR ¢gKI G GKS { SON

very cognizant of the particulars of U.S. law on this. So let us get back to you on the

f SALtf RSTFAYAGAZ2Y AaadzsSo L R2y QG oyl (2

&

d |

y

v!9{¢LhbyY /Ly @2dz OKSO1 AT @&2dz2Q@S | OGdz €

from a formal legal standpoint whether indeed it is a military coup?
MR. KELLY: Yeah. Okay, sure.
Yeah, lill.

QUESTION: When the Secretary was answering the question that | asked about ¢

AKS &alAR AU0QAa AYLERNIFyYyOd 02 buishdalgoRaido!l O1 | YR

that there are some concerns that the United States has, and that seemed to be,
obviously, actions by the President who has been deposed, kicked out of the
country. When she met with Zelaya, did she urge him not to go ahead with that
referendum?

MR. KELLY: | know, because | attended that meeting. | knew that there was some

OGNEBFR RA&Odz &AQyS |FRo2ydaili Ayl2dNYY ILE (Re2 yACRIG Ay (2

diplomatic exchanges. | think our consistent line throughout, both in Tegucigalpa

0KNRdzZAK 2dzNJ SYol aaeé FyR 0KSYy GKNRdAdAK h! {

been a political conflict there and that we believe very strongly ¢ as strongly as we

can as the United States that these kinds of political conflicts have to be worked out

through dialogue and have to be done in democratic and constitutional ways, and

GKFG 6S OFyQil &dzLILR2 NI |yé ({AyR 2F SEGN

A

l.:.l

O

1%

02

QUESTION: Butitlookslike¢cL YSIys AF @2dz ylrfel S sKIGQa

if the U.S. has really failed to make any impact whatsoever. | mean, if she ¢ you

g2y Qi 32 &2 FINI L& G2 are GKIFIG aKS alAR:X

did talk about it. You had previously good relations apparently between the

a

Honduran militaryand 0 KS ! yAGSR {dF iSao® b2¢ (GKS& 62y Q

Ol ffao 2 Kl G St asSk L 3dzSaa GKIG ¢2dzZ R
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not listening to anyone right now in the United States or maybe even in the rest of

theworld. HaveyoutakS R (2 (G KSYK l'YR Ffaz2z R2SayQid
weakness on the part of the United States in at least trying to encourage democratic
behavior?

awd YO[[,VY 2Sffx L YSIys L g2dzZ RyQid ale G
just happened yesterday. We are working primarily through the OAS ¢ the

Organization of American Statesct SNX I ySy G / 2dzy OAf @ ¢t KSNBQa

of foreign ministerstomorrowcL QY &2 NNE =X ySEG 6SS| o I YR
have made stronger statements that these actions are deplorable. We use the word
G02YyRSYYSRET GKS h!{ dzaSR GKA&a 2NR aO2yRS)
is make it clear to the various parties in Honduras that this is absolutely outside the

bounds of democratic principles and constitutional norms, and it needs to be

reversed.

—

QUESTION: Can I follow up? Are they taking your calls, then?
MR. KELLY: Sorry?
QUESTION: Are they taking your calls?

MR. KELLY: Absolutely, yeah. | mean, we still talk. | mean, we still have an
ambassador down in Tegucigalpa.

QUESTION: Who is he talking to?

awd YO[[.,Y L OFyQd &l & Sdl Qiyi2es KkSQaK SIS yi Hil
to people in the Congress. Butl¢L QY cB @ Gy 2 (G 32 A y&detdilgof G € 1 | 0:
his conversation.

QUESTION: Is the military taking your calls? Because yesterday, as Jill is alluding to,

one of the senior Administration officials who briefed on background on the phone

said that they had stopped taking your calls. AndsolguesscL G KAy {1 GKIFGdQa |
LR2AY 0T 0SOFdzaS a 2F @SaGSNRIFexX GKS YAt AGLF
ones who put him on a plane

awd® YO[[.Y ,SIKZ L R2yQi 1y2¢ (GKS | yasgSNI i
QUESTION: Can you take the question?

MR. KELLY: Sure.

v!9{¢LhbY l'YR OFly L F2ftf2g dzXK L YSIFYy>S A
0SOlIdzaS @2dzOQNB y 20 c@I2dIONST OF £ NIAYKS TReBNA {1 KNG |
GKFGQa Ay (GKS ROXZOHUR G dzOA 2 NRSHHzAy e A@zANE y 21
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President, who you say is a legitimately elected president of the country, to go back.
So doyou ¢

MR. KELLY: Yes, we are.

QUESTION: ¢ Secretary Clinton just said ¢ no, Secretary Clinton just said that she
R2SayQi (y29 6Kkid GKS ! d{d A& OFftftAy3

MR. KELLY: We ¢ | mean, we signed up to that very strong statement from the OAS
Permanent Council that demanded that President Zelaya be reinstated as a
legitimate president.

QUESTION: Is that the only way constitutional order can be restored? The only way
democratic rule is restored is if he is brought back to power?

awd YO[[ .Y L OKAY]l GKFGQa GKS Yz2aid AYLRZ2NIL
NnOow.

QUESTION: Areturn?

MR. KELLY: His return to power.

QUESTION: As opposed to --

QUESTION: But, lan, I mean, most institutions in the government ¢ their congress,
the military, most of the ministries, the clergy ¢ nobody supported what he did. And
even senior Administration officials say it was not a smart move and it possibly was
borderlining on illegal. So how does he go back and be the president, given that he

has no confidence by the rest of his country?

MR. KELLY: You know, it is ¢ what happened yesterday was as | said; it was

RSLIX 2Nl 6t So .dzi L OKAY]l ¢S KIF@S G2 1SSLI T
GKFGdQa GKFd ¢S ySSR (2 NB&aG2NB | RSY2ONI GA
Mel Zelaya is the democratically elected president.

v!9{¢LhbyY dzil KBY s R QRS YDORIYEA @ AYi2 NYa GKI

about right now.

MR.KELLY: Well,IcL QY y 204 32Ay3 G2 | RRNBaa (KIio L
conflict, of course, within the country over the issue of a referendum, but these

kinds of conflicts need to be worked out in a ¢ through peaceful and democratic

dialogue.

Yeah, James.
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v!9{¢LhbY 52 @2dz NBIFINR OGKFG AF GKS aAddz
say if the status quo prevails, that the United States will not recognize the legitimacy
of the next round of elections in Honduras?

awd YO[[ .Y ¢tKS ySEG NRdzyR 2F St SOlGAz2ya 6K,
asking me to speculate on something that may or may not happen.

QUESTION: Well, it never requires a great flight of speculative fancy to imagine that
the status quo will continue. So --

awd YO[[.,YVY hKX L R2yQl 1y2¢ l062dzi GKIF G

QUESTION: Right. But so, you know, whether he gets in ¢ back into power or he
doesn'tz & 2dzQ@S 3A20 St SOlAz2ya 2y GKS HpGK 2F b

MR. KELLY: Yeah.

QUESTION: So will the United States regard those as legitimate elections?
MR. KELLY: Well, | think, again --

QUESTION: He wouldn't have been running.

aw® YO9[ [ ,olgtoshefuMte ofi theilegiimacy of elections that are in six
months time.

vi9{¢LhbY LFEysS FLIWLINByGtes 2Y2NNR G (KSNJ
for all the countries in the hemisphere to break relations with Honduras.

MR.KELLY: IKI @Sy Qi KSIFNR O0KIGo

QUESTION: Okay. Would the U.S. be willing to go along with that?

awd YO[[.,YVY [A1S L aleées L KIFI@gSyQd KSIFNR (K|
right now who is very engaged in assessing the situation and reporting back to us.

.dzih LQY y20G gl NB 2F Fye Y20S G2 oNBF|l 2F°F
QUESTION: Is there any (inaudible) withdrawing the ambassador?

MR. KELLY: Like I say, we have an ambassador on the ground at this very unstable

GAYSo® 28 GKAY]l AWOAX2NXLD2NIAIGGGE 022 Ol @K SING ©
important to have Ambassador Llorens there.

Kirit, yeah.
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QUESTION: Has your ambassador been in touch with the, | guess, interim president?
And what has your message been to him?

awd Y9

YNB LDF YRK(G I gHméar, | canQe¥ if we 2ai findl dzNB
2dzi GKI ]

[ .
O AYT2NXYIOGA2Yy O .dzil L ly2¢ GKIFG KSQ.

QUESTION: Well, what would your message to him be speaking for the government
now?

MR. KELLY: Well, I mean, the message is that they need to have a legal consensual
solution to this situation.

QUESTION: Well, would you ask him not to step down from his power, to allow --

MR. KELLY: No ¢ well, you know, | can tell you what our overall message is, but IQ Y
not going to tell you what specificcL.  R2y Qi 1y 26 @ LQY y20G G§KSNE

QUESTION: But --

v!9{¢LhbyY ,2dz R2y Qi KIFI@S (2 06S 2y (GKS 3INR
would like this interim president to do. | mean, what would you like him to do?

MR. KELLY: We want the constitutional order to be restored in Honduras.
QUESTION: And you said legal and consensual.
MR. KELLY: Yeah.

vi9{¢LhbyY L YSIYyS A0Qa y20 O2yaSyadzZf F2NJ
to the presidency.

awd YO[[.,YVY L R2yQd ljdzAGS dzyRSNRGIYR (KI Gd
QUESTION: Well, I mean, when you say consensual, it means that everybody agrees.

And obviously, if most of the institutions of the government kicked him out and

SELIStff SR KAYZI tboEoRsghttyagreeoyrighim bagk? A y 3

MR. KELLY: lam ¢youknow, ljustcd K+ & YIF & oS> GKFG YlIeé y2i4d o
YSFEYysS LQY y20 32Ay3 (2 LINRBy2dzyOS 2y gKIFd O
What | do know is that Mel Zelaya is the democratically elected president.

QUESTION: What about the resignation letter that was read out in his name?

aw® YO[[ .Y LO@S 4SSy NBLR2NIa&a 2y OGKIFGX o dz
0KS O2dzyGNBEX L R2y Qi (y2wit AT L ¢g2dzZ R IADS |
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QUESTION: lan --

awd® YO[[.,Y Iy ¢S Y2@S (2 Fy230KSNJ adz0 2S04

Honduras.

v 9{¢LhbY LQY 2dzald + tAGGtS O2yFdzaSR®

Clinton said it evolved into a coup, which is a very interesting phrase. There seems

to be a lack of clarity. 1 mean, is the U.S. Government ¢ did they go to the

constitution of Honduras and read it in Spanish and say, okay, this is permitted, this

Ad y20 LISNXYAGGSRK L Wedit pfeBnank HoQknow? fsiv 2 & {
illegal? Is what they did illegal according to the Honduran constitution?

MR. KELLY: | believe that it is, but | am not an international lawyer. | think that --
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look, | will take this question. As | say, | am not an international lawyer. But this was
not a democratic solution to some of the conflicts that we saw leading up to
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QUESTION: Is it fair to say that the Secretary said, look, as a practical matter, this is a
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course, then trigger the cutoff of most aid.
MR. KELLY: Yeah.

QUESTION: That you were essentially trying to create some space to try to reach a
negotiated outcome?

MR. KELLY: Ithinkthatwe¢NA IKG y 26> gSQNBE OFftfAy3a 2y

negotiated solution.

QUESTION: And among the questions that you agreed to take, would you mind
considering taking one other one which is -- and | honestly donQ G {y2 ¢ @K1
answer is ¢ how much time ¢ is there any limit on how long the Administration may

take to determine whether a military coup has taken place?

A
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QUESTION: Thank you.
QUESTION: Yeah, and could you take the question about what contacts ¢ because it

seems a little bit unclear. Yesterday, the Administration officials were saying that
there was no contact with the new government or with the military.
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MR. KELLY: No, no, I think they just said with the military.
QUESTION: All right, well, if you could take that.
MR. KELLY: Okay.

QUESTION: And they also called it illegal and illegitimate, so presumably, you should
have no hesitation in doing that from your podium.

MR. KELLY: Yeah, under normal circumstances | would have no problem saying it.
Given the fact that | have absolutely no legal training though, | would prefer to have
my colleagues in the Office of the Legal Advisor respond to that.

QUESTION: What time will they be briefing? (Laughter.)
MR. KELLY: In about five minutes, | hope.
Yes.

QUESTION: Afghanistan ¢ Richard Holbrooke on the weekend at the ¢ | believe at
the G-8 Foreign Ministers meeting said that U.S. policy with regard to drugs was
changing, that instead of eradication, which he described as shooting Afghan
farmers, there would be a policy of stopping the drugs, of ¢ what was the word that
he used ¢ interdiction combined with support to the farmers in Afghanistan. | was
wondering, do you have any strategy for how this interdiction should work? Would
it be a NATO operation, would it be in cooperation with other countries in the area
which are affected by the flow of drugs from Afghanistan? Is there a clear roadmap
on how that would work?

MR. KELLY: Well, | think first and foremost, this is an Afghan operation. And our
efforts and the efforts of our NATO allies have been to support the Afghan
D2@ZSNYYSyiQa STF2NIa G2 RSIHE 6AGK GKAA LINE
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about here is we would like to increase our efforts to alternative crop development,

public information, and interdiction, rather than eradication. Again, this is really ¢
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narcotic efforts. But we do support them, of course.

QUESTION: Well, the Afghan Government seemed to indicate ¢ or the Afghan
forces, counternarcotics forces, seemed to indicate that they are happy with the

LI2fAOe Fa AlQa y2¢ ¢2NJ Ay l YRCOUKSNE 41t a
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in that regard.
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Yeah, in the back.

QUESTION: Two questions about North Korea. Could you update the schedule of
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Times yesterday reported thatKimJong-A £ Q& a2y KIF & OGN} @St SR (G2 /
of the leaders there. These kinds of reports appear sometime, and do you have any

comment on that? And what do you think about succession process ongoing?
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your second question, because IQY y 2 &dzNBE L dzyRSNARG22R AlG @

In regards ¢ Ambassador Phil Goldberg ¢ as you know, he has been named
Coordinator for Implementation of UN Resolution 1874. He plans to depart soon to
lead an interagency delegation, including representatives of the National Security
Council, Department of Treasury, and Defense. Their first stop will be Beijing.

And of course, the purpose of this trip is to consult with our partners in the region on
the implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 1874. ButIdonQ i K|l @S & LJSOA 7
details on his itinerary yet.

Yeah, Bab.

QUESTION: Do you have an answer to the question that was raised last week about
the two Palestinian-American boys who could not get out of Gaza to get their ¢

MR. KELLY: Yeah, Imight. IYA 3K { ® Il 2fR 2y | aS0O2yR® hil &
aAlbdzZ A2y @ 5dzS G2 tNAR@GIOe ! OG tAYAGFrGAZ2Y &,
like to emphasize that our ability to provide consular services in Gaza is quite limited.

And of course, all along, weQ @S dzNHSR OAGAT Sya G2 NBFNIAYy ¥
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QUESTION: I have a couple questions on Israel.

MR. KELLY: Uh-huh.

v!9{¢LhbY LGQ&a 6SSYy NBLR2NISR KIFG 9KdzZR . I
compromise to your Mideast peace envoy tomorrow at their meeting that

reportedly would have some sort of three-, six-month freeze on new constructions.
Is that acceptable? Is that dead in the water? Does it go far enough or too --
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MR. KELLY: Well, as you probably know, Defense Minister Ehud Barak is going to

meetwith{ LISOA L f 9y @2& aAlGOKStt Ay bSg  2N] G2V
been working with all the parties to try and come up with an environment conducive

to the resumption of negotiations. And we look forward to sitting down and talking
aboutwhatwecanR2 (G2 Y2 @S (GKAa LINPOSX&aQY2NBEHNRO® |
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QUESTION: In the past, the Secretary and others, including the President, have said
that they would accept no settlement growth and they put a full stop at the end of
0KIFGo LG R2SayQi &a2dzyR tA1S @2dz2QNB al e&Ay3
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about that would be conducive to the resumption of negotiations, both Israel and

the Palestinians need to comply with their obligations under the Roadmap. And

both sides know exactly what that means. For the Palestinians, it means ending

incitements to violence against Israel and demonstrating an ability to provide

security. For Israel, it means: stop the settlements, which is laid out very specifically

in the Roadmap. A freeze on all activity relating to settlements, including natural

growth, is what it says in the Roadmap.

QUESTION: So no compromise is really acceptable then?

awd YO[[ .Y 2Sffy AYKSNBYG Ay (GKS ¢2NR ayS:
finding what one side ¢ what the other side wants and then working out a way to

come to aresolution that leadstoourg2 I £ 2F | fFadAy3 LISFEOS Ay
y20 32Ay3 (G2 aleée gSONRBRLYYSI¢gXttadyaaiadza Yal
happens.

QUESTION: And then one other question on Israel. The Human Rights Watch has
put out a report faulting Israel for using precision drone attacks that resulted in
civilian casualties in Gaza earlier this year. Do you have any reaction to that?

awd YO[[ .Y L KI@SyQid asSSy GKFG FOldzattesx
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Yeah.

QUESTION: Another question on Iran. | might have missed the answer on this, but
did the United States deny a visa to the first vice president of Iran to attend a
meeting at the United Nations last week as their mission claims?

MR. KELLY: Ithink the short answer to that is no. But we do have more information

that we can give you ¢ | need some more details on that. | just ¢ | mean ¢ never
mind, | do have that. Hold on a second.
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where he said that the first vice president of the Islamic Republic of Iran was denied

avisa. We did receive a large number of applications to this UN conference on the

world financial and economic crisis and its impact on development. On June 16,

however, the Iranian mission requested that we return the passports, including Vice

t NFBAaARSY(l 5 @22RAQas gAlK2dzi OAral ao

Late on June 23rd, the applications for a large Davoodi delegation were submitted
too late to be processed for a conference that began the next day on June 24th. In
addition, the Department did expedite the processing and issuance of visas for a
smaller delegation led by Foreign Minister Mottaki. All in all, seven visas were
granted for that.

Yeah.

QUESTION: Just on Irag, with the withdrawal of U.S. troops from major Iraqi cities

tomorrow, our reporter on the ground down in Mosul is saying the military there is

keeping six U.S. military posts inside the city due to recent tensions between the

YdZNRAAK YR ' N} 6 O2YYdzyAdiASa Ay a2adzZ = L NI |
understanding that the agreement is to pull back from all major cities within Irag? Is

that how you ¢ are there any exceptions to that as far as you know?

MR. KELLY: Well, as far as | know, the agreement is very clear: June 30th, U.S. forces

Lidzf £ 2dzi 2 F dzNJg e/are veNEommitted to fulfflliRg the ©rixd\ab

that agreement. Regardingi KA a4 &LISOAFAO AyadlyOSs LQY y2i
gl yld G2 R2 gKIFIi1Qa NAIKI o6& LNIIO 2 SQft KI
even be a question for the Pentagon and not for us.
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QUESTION: (Inaudible) was asking about earlier (inaudible) report of KimJong-A £ Q a

son traveling to China with a military delegation and what you thought of that and

GKSUKSNI 82dz2Q08S NBOSAYSR lyé a2Nl 2F O2y FTAN
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it.

Thanks.
(The briefing was concluded at 1:40 p.m.)
HH#4#

(end transcript)

OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS /| EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Str. "Samoilova" Nr.21 1000 Skopje /Telephone (+389) (2) 310 2000, Fax (+389) (2) 310 2499 E-mail: EmbSkoWebM@mt.net.mk




(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov)
NNNN

*WPD110 06/29/2009

Transcript: State Department Daily Press Briefing
(Spokesman Philip J. Crowley briefs reporters June 26) (4101)
(begin transcript)

U.S. Department of State

Daily Press Briefing Index

Friday, June 26, 2009

1:28 p.m. EDT

Briefer: Philip J. Crowley, Assistant Secretary Public Affairs
SECRETARY

-- Secretary meets with the Crown Prince of Bahrain

-- Secretary attends bilateral with President and Chancellor Merkel of Germany
-- When will Secretary resume her normal schedule

-- Working from home/Making calls/spoke to Argentina

-- Traveling in near Future

-- Traveling to Moscow with the President?

DEPARTMENT

-- Background briefing with Assistant Secretary Carson

-- Ambassador Holbrook travel

TRIESTE

-- Under Secretary Burns attends G8 press conference/working lunch with
Ambassador Holbrook, Afghanistan, and Pakistan.
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-- Quartet Statement
-- Settlements should cease

-- All parties should have a role in getting back to reaching an agreement/Move back
to successful negotiations

BAHRAIN
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-- We have long successful workings with Bahrain

-- We have gone through consultations on a variety of levels in the Gulf to
understand issues in the region

GAZA

-- Two boys trying to get passports renewed

IRAN

-- Cleric Statement calling on judges to take action against protestors

-- Situation must be solved by Iranian people and their own Government
-- World concern about Iranian credibility

-- Nuclear situation

-- Protests slowing down due to government intimidation, restrictions on expression
and communication

-- Denial of Iranian officials fleeing to the U.S.

-- No interference from the U.S. the Iranian government has a responsibility to its
own people

-- Hope that Iran will heed to the will of their people
-- U.S. willing to engage Iran, but has not received a viable response
-- U.S. will wait to see how it plays out

LEBANON
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-- Congratulates government for successful elections and look forward to working
with them

-- By every indication the election was free and fair; we are happy to see the election
process yield a stable government in Lebanon

NORTH KOREA

-- No update on two journalists

-1 Yol &aal R2NJ D2t RoOSNHQa (NI @St
HONDURAS

-- Concerns about the breakdown in the political dialogue in Honduras
-- We urge all sides to seek a consensual democratic resolution

-- We urge OAS to appropriate actions as necessary to uphold the provisions in the
American Democratic Charter

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DAILY PRESS BRIEFING

FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 2009

(ON THE RECORD UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED)

1:28 p.m. EDT
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not to step on the President of the United States. To begin, a couple of
announcements. Secretary Clinton met with His Highness Sheikh Salman, Crown
Prince of the Kingdom of Bahrain, today. They talked about a variety of regional
issues, including the situation in Iran, Irag, and the status of the Middle East peace
process. The Secretary then went to the White House where she participated in the
bilateral between the President and the chancellor of Germany.

Yesterday, a number of you had interest in the situation in Somalia, so we thought
we would bring a senior State Department official down at 4:15 to give you a

background briefing on the current situation there.

QUESTLhbY 2 Ké OlyQl @&2dz R2 Al 2y (GKS NBO2NRK
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can choose to attend or not.

VI9{¢LhbY LQYcwByzad Fal1Ay3 sKe
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offering you.

And finally, from Trieste today, Under Secretary Burns had a full day of meetings

starting off with the G-8 foreign ministers meeting, followed by a press conference

that you might have seen some coverage of, andthereia | f Sy 3G K& OKIF ANXI y
statement. He attended a working lunch with foreign ministers, including the foreign

ministers of Afghanistan and Pakistan. Special Representative Holbrooke joined him

there. After lunch, he and Special Envoy Mitchell attended a meeting of the Quartet,

and obviously, a lengthy Quartet statement on the current situation. And the

Quartet welcomed the commitment of both the Prime Minister Netanyahu and

President Abbas towards a two-state solution and also encouraged the parties, all

parties, to continue to take meaningful steps to support the two-state solution.

2 A0K dKFGE LQEf G1F 1S @2dz2NJ ljdzSaidiArzyao

QUESTION: | just want to go to the Quartet and the ¢ one of the most notable

aspects of the statement was reiterating the longstanding position that Israel should

abide by the Roadmap, and in particular, on settlement activity. And | want to know

¢ | remember well what Secretary Clinton said about this recently, you know, no

natural growth, sort of no nothing. But | wonder if the Administration is open to

some kind of formula under which you would acknowledge that some construction,

for example, where there are contractual obligations that have already been entered
into,wouldhavetocg 2 dzf R 32 FT2NB I NRT Ay 2ngkoByNJ 62 NRA X
2NJ T X 0SOlIdzasS (KSeQ@dS It NBFRe& oNR]1SY 3INERdzy
O2y NI Olad {2 AlG ¢2dzZ RYyQl o0S Iy loaz2ftdziS A
cessation, but that there would be some kind of wiggle room so that they could

finish up certain contracts and then stop, as it were. Or is your view that, whenever

the day comes, they should just, you know, put down the pick axes and lay down the

bricks and stop full stop?

MR. CROWLEY: Well, | think that what the Quartet statement reiterated is what the
President has said, the Secretary of State has said, and Special Envoy Mitchell have
all said recently, which is we believe that all settlements should stop, full stop.

Now, we note that next week, Senator Mitchell will meet with Minister of Defense

9KdzR . FN}X1Z FYR ¢SQONB 3F2Ay3a (2 O2ydAydzsS (K.
Mitchell was here the other day, he was asked about this kind of buzz regarding a

deal, and he said there is a story in the replays, and had called that particular day

YR &l AR KSeéx (KIGQad y20 6KSNB 6S [ NBo {2
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And we are encouraging and strongly suggesting that all parties, not only the

Palestinians, not only Israelis, but other countries in the region, all have a significant

role to play to get us back to meaningful negotiation that moves us towards a

permanent settlement and two-state solution.

vig9{¢LhbY ¢KIGQa | Fdxft FYyR G201t AYYSRALI

MR. CROWLEY: Arshad, | think the President, the Secretary, and Special Envoy
aAlOKStf KIFI@S Fff YIRS LINBGGe OFGSIA2NAOIE
the Quartet statement today.

QUESTION: Will you be discussing settlements? Will George Mitchell be discussing
settlements with Ehud Barak? And what is there left to discuss?

aw® /wh2[9,Y LQY OSNIFIAY GKFG GKIFIG gAff o685

QUESTION: Sowhatislefti 2 RA &AO0dzaa (GKSYy AF GKS ! &o{ ® R2 Sz
on that?

MR. CROWLEY: Well, we have a process that we hope to get restarted. So there are a
number of issues; settlements are one of them. And the real question is how you can
move in a meaningful way back towards a formal negotiation. So we are about
setting the conditions where we think a negotiation can get restarted, and then all
parties can begin to take the kinds of actions necessary for us to move towards the
two-state solution that everyone believes is the right answer.

Charlie.

QUESTION: Yes, just for clarification, is the meeting on Monday in New York?

awd® /wh2[9,Y LQY y2( adaN® GKIFdG Fff 2F GKS |
az2yRI &z ¢ dzS ARl e;therelscthemebtmgeﬂl?&tbrslweekr Bu just ¢
AGQ& | ljdzSaiazy 2F 6KSY (KS RSTSYaS YAYAAL

QUESTION: Will you advise us --
MR. CROWLEY: Absolutely.
QUESTION: -- where the meeting is?
MR. CROWLEY: Absolutely.

QUESTION: Thank you.
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QUESTION: Just to go back to the settlements (inaudible) resuming negotiation issue.

Senate Mitchell, as you well know from the G-8 transcript, said that he hoped that

YySIA20AlL GA2ya O2dzZ R NBAadzYS az22yo 52 &2dz (y2
and careful with his words. Do you know what is the basis for that hope?

MR. CROWLEY: He also said he is an optimistic man. As | seem to recall when he was
KSNE 6AGK @2dz NBOSyidtex KS alAR AT KS gl ay

| mean, obviously, you have to have the right conditions that lead to a negotiation.

l'YR 6S FNB LINRPoAy3ad ff aiARSa Ay (KAa®d ! yR
Sheikh Salman is part of this, which is not only do you have the right conditions, do

you have the right understandings, do we understand the starting positions that the

Israelis would have, the Palestinians would have, to begin a formal negotiation, and

are we confident that if that negotiation started is there going to be adequate

supportwithiy G KS NBX3IA2Yy G2 KSftLI IS4G GKS 1AYR 27F

So we do reflect a sense of urgency here. We want to get this process restarted. But
we obviously have recognized that we have to make sure that the conditions are
right so that the negotiation can both get restarted and show the kind of progress
that is necessary.

QUESTION: Did her conversation with the Crown Prince today specifically address
that point of seeking explicit Arab support in the region for resuming negotiations?
And secondly, any gestures from those Arab countries that do not have peace
agreements with Israel to begin to make the steps toward normalization?

awd® /wh2[9, Y L g¢gta yz2d 0 GKIFIG oAt GSNI X
But | think that we have a recognition that the Israelis, the Palestinians, all parties in

GKAA LINRPOS&aa KIFI@GS | AAIYATFAOFYyd NRBES G2 LIX|
we announced a resumption of ¢ replacing an ambassador in Damascus, because we

recognize that there are a variety of countries here that will have roles to play. We

want to make sure that we have the right conditions in the region so that this

negotiation can be restarted.

vi9{¢LhbY .dzi S@Sy AT &2
GSNBY QU Ay A0X R2 ézdz‘[y
seeking steps toward normalization with Arab states?

Y QigandyS G SE G dzNJ
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aw® / wh2[ 9,Y cL &b E Shing efse | gastell you, | will.

QUESTION: There are two Palestinian American boys in Gaza who are trying to get

GKSANI LI 3aLI2NIa NBYSgSRd ! LI NByilhfexs GKSe&
that because there are no U.S. consular services in Gaza. | was curious to see what

the ¢ if you had any statement on either their case or on the case generally of

Palestinian Americans who are trying to leave that territory.

OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS /| EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Str. "Samoilova" Nr.21 1000 Skopje /Telephone (+389) (2) 310 2000, Fax (+389) (2) 310 2499 E-mail: EmbSkoWebM@mt.net.mk




>

aw®d® /wh2[9, Y L R2 y2i00 2SQftf Gl 1S GKS |jdzSa
QUESTION: Okay.

QUESTION: Do you know when the Secretary will resume her normal activities, how
she feels, when we will be able to see her?

MR. CROWLEY: Well, I believe | can say that she has, in fact, resumed an aggressive

schedule, you know, with her bilateral today and her participation in the meeting at

the White House. She was over at the White House yesterday, as well. She is also

doing a significant amount of work at home. During the course of her time at home,

aKSQa YIRS | ydzYoSN 2F LIK2yS OFrffta GKAa 6S
had a conversation with the foreign minister from Argentina. So | think she is,

obviously, given the reality of the ¢ her injury and the operation, she is fast, working

her way back to integrating herself into the daily activity of the bureau. | think we

have travel coming up in the near future, so | think she will be visible as we continue

on. But ¢

QUESTION: But next week, maybe not?
aw®d /wh2[9,Y 2SQfft aSSo 2SQff aSSo
QUESTION: Is she accompanying the President to the ¢ to Moscow and to ¢ in July?

aw /wh2[9,Y LRDREA2yi® IS Y& iz |j dibddykinddtiza & | Y
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QUESTION: Okay. But when you were alluding to travel coming up, is that what you
were thinking of, or has she got something else?

9(
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next two months.

QUESTION: But, P.J., on the Argentina call, was this anything related to the Sanford
trip and anything with ¢ regarding his --

MR.CROWLEY: ldonoli 1y26® L ¢g2dzf RyQiu fSIFIR @2dz G2 (K
QUESTION: On Iran, the ¢ regarding the statement by the cleric Khatami of advising

judges to deal cruelly with protestors, do you have any reaction to that? Any

response to --

MR. CROWLEY: What statement is that?

QUESTION: This is a cleric in Iran who was calling on judges to take severe action on
any protestors and deal with them ¢ he used the term cruel ¢
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aw® /wh2[9,Y LQY a2NNEZX LQY y20 FFYATfAIN ¢
the ¢

QUESTION: (Inaudible) sermon (inaudible) Friday prayer.

MR. CROWLEY: Yes, but | mean the President talked about this. Obviously, as he said
and the Secretary has said and we will continue to reiterate that ultimately, this
situation should be resolved peacefully.

| mean, Iran has a credibility problem. The problem they faceisself-A Yy Tt AOGSR® LGQ a
I YFGGSNI 2F &a2YSUKAYy3 (GKFG 61 & oNRAzZAKG Ay
something that clearly has developed from the inside of Iran. A significant segment

of the Iranian population believes that their voices have not been heard, and that

the results that Iran ¢ the government has announced do not reflect the will of the

people.

This is ¢ but this is ultimately something that has to be resolved inside Iran by the

Iranian Government, and, obviously, respecting the will of its people. For us, the

'YAGSR {GFrGSasx 6SQ@OS 200A2dzate KFIR O2y OSNYy.
obviously, within the international community, a lack of confidence in Iran,

particularly in the declarations it has made in recent years regarding its nuclear

ambitions. Clearly, this current situation does not add to the international

O2YYdzyAlleQa O2yFARSYOS 2NJ 6KSANI ONBRAOAT AL

{2 L GKAY1 A0 QanlianYakiBeRsldgntsaid® &hiNdagd, TofmeeD A | £ & A
the obligations that they have to their own people.

QUESTION: Do you see the protests in Iran ebbing?

awd® /wh2[9,Y L OFyQid OKINF¥OGSNARAT S WIYSaz
obviously ¢ what we have seen in recent days is active attempts by the government

to intimidate the population, restrict the ability of people to express themselves,

reflecting that universal right of both freedom of expression, freedom of assembly.

As you have characterized very well, the restrictions that the government has placed

2y GKS YSRAIF yR Ada loAtAde G2 O20SNI gKI G

ho@A2dzates OGKIFIG AYUGAYARIFIGAZ2Y KF&a LINBPOlFOf & |
putting pressure on these candidates and the people, trying to restrict their ability to

gather, to communicate, and to express their views. But as the President said a short

time ago, we have concerns about the behavior of the government. We have

O2yOSNya |062dzi 6KI G (KSE®@QOBRRZYSGNB yadRE XK’
to see how this plays out.

QUESTION: Just a related question. Is the United States denying visas to Iranian
officials who are attempting to attend a UN conference here in the United States?
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aw® / wh?2 [ 9, Yuestic.tWe justispeit &fewinfinStes trying to ascertain
the answer, and thus far, the answer has been elusive.

QUESTION: You just spoke about ¢ you just said that the Iranian Government is

intimidating the people, and before that you said that they should resolve the issue

peacefully. But at the Friday prayers today, they just said specifically that death

LISyl faGe Aa oKIFG Attt 6FAG F2N GK2aS 6Kz LI
you think that would call for some sort of intervention by the international

community?

MR. CROWLEY: | think as the President and others have said, ultimately, this has to

be resolved inside Iran. This is about the relationship between the Iranian

D2OBSNYYSyid IyR GKS LNIXyAlLYy LIS2Lsrdtb L R2y Qi
result from outside the country. In fact, as the President has said, we have made a
O2yalOAz2dza STFF2NIL (2 YIS adaNB GKIici AdQa Of
about government actions, about the will of the people. We have not interfered in

this process, and nor should we.

But when you think about governance in the 21st century, what Iran is doing, what
other countries are doing, is inconsistent with what we see as being both the
challenges that we face in the world and the responsibilities that ¢ and obligations
that government have to pursue the interests of their people. Ultimately, a
government that tries to intimidate its people will not be successful. A government
that tries to suppress information will not be successful. Governments that use
information to empower their people in the 21st century will be successful. And
GKFiQa ¢KSNBE 2dzNJ F20dza ¢gAff o0So

We obviously have a range of programs to both support democracy around the

world, civil society around the world. The Secretary has spoken on a number of

occasions about how to employ technology to foster communication and to open up

processes of government to greater participation, and in the process of doing so,

hold the government to ¢ hold these governments to account. If that process

succeeds, then you have what we consider to be responsible governments around

0KS ¢g2NIR® LGQAa 2yS 2F (KS NBlaz2ya gKeé gSQ
4dzOK |a ClI 0S062212 ¢6AGOSNE 20KSNJ GKAy3as o
that this has, in fact, created a different kind of political dynamic and one that

ultimately will be beneficial to Iran and other countries. And we hope that as Iran

seeks to resolve its current situation, it will again heed the will of its people.

QUESTION: Is engagement ¢ how would you characterize the status of the U.S. policy
of engagement toward Iran right now?

MR. CROWLEY: I think | would say the President has made clear, the Secretary has

made clear that we are willing to engage countriesaroundthe s 2 NI R® LG Qa y2a
do a favor to these countries. Engagement is a means to an end. Engagement is not a
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favor to a country. Engagement is a means by which the United States can pursue its

national interest. We seek engagement with Iran through avariei @ 2 F YSlyad 2 SQ
¢lha 6SQ@S alFAR KSNB Ylryeée (AYSaz AyuSNBaGSR
dialogue with Iran together with our international partners through the P-5+1

LINPOS&aa G2 FOldzZrtte FRRNBAaA&a L NI yE&fy ydzOf S| NJ
gKIFId A0 KFra R2yS YR 6KSNB Al AyGSyRa G2 Gl
G2 LNy LGQa 06SOlIdzasS 6S NBO23ayAl S GKIFG (K
the President said a short time ago.

So, obviously, we are willingtoen3d | 3S L NI y® 2 SQNB gAffAy3ad (2 ¢
variety of settings. But clearly, how current events and future events transpire and

LN yQa gAffAy3adySaa (2 SyiuSNIAyi(i2 GKAA RAIf:
RSALIAGS (KSSNINBAR REWAIQHRS 2FWi s ¢S KI @Sy Qi &
response from Iran materialize.

QUESTION: | know that ¢ | understand your rationale for engagement, but the
j dzZSaGA2y LQY |alAy3dx L 3FdzSaas Aa oKSIHIKSNI &
prospect.

MR® /wh2[9,Y 28ttt L GKAYy]l la GKS tNBaARSyl
how this plays out. And depending on how this plays out, it will influence what we do
in the days, weeks, and months ahead.

Samir.

vi9{¢LhbY , Sad 2 tevisidbthe Gréd PrinddzifiBaiainBHe B T

here with a large delegation, and he met today with Secretary of Defense. Are you
conducting the strategic dialogue with Bahrain?

MR. CROWLEY: | mean, Bahrain is a very important partner within the Middle East.

We have had long and successful workings with Bahrain. Obviously, they host one of

our more important military commands in the region. We believe going forward ¢

6SQ@PS 3I2yS GKNRdAAK O2yadzZ Gl dAaz2ya +ad | @1 NR
Gulf to help understand how they see the situation in Iraq, Iran, other issues in the

NEIA2YS YR A0Qa OSNE O0SYSFAOALIL @

Michael.

QUESTION: On North Korea, Ambassador Goldberg is leading a delegation to Asia in

NBE3IFNRa G2 b2 NIK baeguddd.And2was warkidring if ok S & Q@S

could provideanymorecL G KA Y {1 0 KSe@& QNBcbiatBaas@vandeAng i KA & 6 S S
if you could provide any more information of the itinerary.

aw® /wh2[9,Y LQY y20G adaNBo

QUESTION: And ¢

OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS /| EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Str. "Samoilova" Nr.21 1000 Skopje /Telephone (+389) (2) 310 2000, Fax (+389) (2) 310 2499 E-mail: EmbSkoWebM@mt.net.mk




aw® [/ wh 2 [ 9sureérhis trageMhatyt & that immediate.
QUESTION: Okay.

awd® / wh 2 [ 9¢obwioushQtZefe was & détailed background briefing at the

White House this morning, talked about Ambassador Goldberg. And he has been

appointed to lead an interagency effort to implement UN Security Council

Resolutions 1874 and 1718. He will be traveling in the near term with an interagency

GSFYSX odzi LQ@S 320 y2 GNI @St |yy2dzyOSYSyia

QUESTION: Change of subject? Lebanon? The son of Rafig Hariri, Saad Hariri has
been chosen to be the next prime minister. Is it good news?

MR. CROWLEY: Well, again, there was a recent and very successful election process

in Lebanon. Obviously, it stands in remarkable contrast to what has occurred in Iran.

By every indication, it was a free and fair election. And this is the ¢ it represents the

logical outcome of that effort. So | think we congratulate him for being named as

LINAYS YAYA&GSN® 2S 221 F2NBFINR (2 62NJAy3
happy to see the political process yield a stable government in Lebanon and we look

forward to working with him.

v 9{¢LhbY OLYlFIdzZRAGE SO 3F2FSNYYSyildod LQY y20
governments in Lebanon in recent years have had considerable internal tensions
between the March 8th and the March 14th ¢

MR. CROWLEY: Sure. And obviously, there is by definition a history. But this appears

to be a process that has worked effectively. It was a peaceful outcome. It appears

that the result here represents the will of the people and a successful outcome of an

St SOUA2Yy D ho@A2dzat ez LQY y2d GNBAY3I (G2 YAY.
But obviously, you had a successful political process that has yielded in a short term

the emergence of a new government, and we look forward to working with him.

QUESTION: The two American journalists in North Korea, have you got any
AYTF2NYIEGA2Y 102dz0 [FdzNF [Ay3 FyR 9dzyl [ SSQ

MR. CROWLEY: Other than we continue to communicate through our protecting
power and with the families. But since the recent meeting with the ambassador,
$SQ@S 3J20 y2 ySo AYF2N¥IFGAZ2Y OGKFG LQY F & N

vio{eLhbyY [l dNY [Ay3Qa& Kdzaol yR &l AR @SaidSNJ
GFf1AYy3 Fo062dzi KSNJ KSI f giaBoidheyNdhthdveébdd 6 R @& 2 dz
situations.

MR. CROWLEY: Yeah, and | just have nothing to add, no.
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Yeah.

v! 9{¢LhbY hy |1 2yRdz2N}y¥as>x GKSNBQa o6SSy az2yYs
even worse over the weekend. Do you have anything to say about that? And what is
your Embassy doing with regard to any sort of violence that might erupt?

MR. CROWLEY: Yeah, we are concerned about the breakdown in the political
dialogue among Honduran politicians over the proposed June 28 poll on
constitutional reform. We urge all sides to seek a consensual democratic resolution
in the current political impasse that adheres to the Honduran constitution and to
Honduran laws consistent with the principles of the Inter-American Democratic
Charter. And we think that the OAS has an important role to play here, and we urge
the OAS to take all appropriate actions necessary to uphold the provisions in the
charter.

QUESTION: Is your Embassy doing anything to prepare for what might be a violent
weekend?

aw® [/ wh 2 [ 9 wethavéafyfadditiohaSirBormation on that.

QUESTION: Thank you.

MR. CROWLEY: Thank you.

(The briefing was concluded at 1:53 p.m.)

(end transcript)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department

of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov)
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Transcript: Remarks at Signing Ceremony for Kosovo World Bank Agreements
(Agreements seen helping Kosovo integrate into the global financial system) (975)
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Deputy Secretary of State James B. Steinberg,
Kosovar President Fatmir Sejdiu and

Kosovar Prime Minister Hashim Thaci

At the Signing Ceremony

June 29, 2009

Treaty Room

Washington, D.C.

MODERATOR: Good morning, and thank you for joining us today. As a depositary for

the Bretton Woods Accords, the United States is pleased to host this ceremony for

0KS wSLlJzotAO 2F Y2a202Q0a aAidAflednedaNd® | yR | OO
the International Monetary Fund and the International Bank for Reconstruction and

Development.

Before we begin, | would like to introduce Deputy Secretary James Steinberg, who

gAff 0SS | OOSLIWIAY3A Y2az2 2 Cajreeheyfta lwblibky Sy i a 2 F
also like to introduce President Fatmir Sejdiu and Prime Minister Hashim Thaci, who

will be signing the agreements for Kosovo.

At this time, | would like to invite President Sejdiu and Prime Minister Thaci to sit at
the Treaty Table and sign the International Monetary Fund and World Bank
agreements. The president and prime minister are now signing the International
Monetary Fund agreement.

(The International Monetary Fund agreement was signed.)

MODERATOR: The president and prime minister are now signing the World Bank
agreement.

(The World Bank agreement was signed.)

(Applause.)

DEPUTY SECRETARY STEINBERG: Well, thank you all very much. Thank you, Mr.

t NEBAARSY(d FyR aNXW t NARYS aAyA justehgitedhy o6 SKI €
to be here at this really momentous occasion to congratulate you and the people of

Y23202 F2NJ GKAAa YIFAYAFAOSY:d | OKASOGSYSyilo L
with being the Deputy Secretary of State here in the United States and our role in
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the IMF and the World Bank to be able to serve as the depositary for the IMF and the
World Bank and to have the honor of accepting these agreements.

AndthisisacA 1Qa | @OSNE YSY2NlIo6fS 200FaA2y> AYRS!
just signed are documents to two of the most important international institutions

that we have. The World Bank and the IMF reflect the cooperation of the broader

international community to address the economic challenges that we all face, and

they will be importantparty SNBE T2 NJ @2dzZ |4 &2dz O2y Ay dzS @l
embarked on over the last decade to build a stronger and more capable Kosovo for

all of your people, and they will be important partners for you. And it really

represents your growing integration into the international community, which is

something that we all welcome and are delighted to see happen.

This is really a sign of your being a contributor and a participant in some of the most
important work that the international community does. This will help you develop a
sound budget and sustainable fiscal policies and to work with you. And we stand
ready to support your efforts, and have pledged $150 million to help Kosovo reduce
its debt. So you have an opportunity here to use the bank and the fund to help build
a strong economic climate for investment in your country, to build transparent rule-
of-law institutions that will attract investment and create jobs. And this is something
that the United States is very deeply committed to.

The Vice President was honored to be able to visit you recently. And the Secretary
and | are committed on behalf of the State Department to continue those efforts as
well. So congratulations to you for this fine achievement, and we look forward to our
cooperation both in the IMF and the Bank and bilaterally in the days and months
ahead. Thank you. (Applause.)

PRESIDENT SEJDIU: (Via interpreter) Honorable Deputy Secretary Steinberg,
representatives of the State Department, the IMF and the World Bank, dear guests,
allow me that in the name of the Kosovo institutions to express my gratitude for this
occasion. We are here with Prime Minister Thaci to be part of ¢ to take part in the
signing ceremony of these two important international institutions to show that
Kosovo will be a very good partner, will be disciplined and will take part in the
international monetary system. All our developments and progress we have made so
far have shown ¢ are an indication to this.

| extend my gratitude and my thanks to the United States and to all the member

countries that have expressed their support for Kosovo. This gives a good evaluation

to all the positive progress that we have made, and, at the same time, it is an

AYRAOFG2NJ (02 2dzNJ NBALRYAAOAT Alsavbad ¢23SHKS
progresses very rapidly, to make use of these resources of all its (inaudible)

conditions, everything, so that it progresses.

Thank you very much. (Applause.)
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PRIME MINISTER THACI: (Via interpreter) Honorable Mr. Steinberg, Honorable
representatives of the World Bank and the Monetary Fund, now the ¢ now Kosovo
has built its own institutions which are transparent and efficient. We have the rule of
law and we have the perspective of implementing the democratic institutions. This is
the new history of Kosovo, and we have worked for this together very much.
Y2a202Q04&8 YSYOSNBKALI Ay LaC FYyR GKS 22NIR
repercussions, but also political. It strengthens the sovereignty of our country, opens
up prospects for the economic development of the country, and creates the work for
an independent Kosovo. But at the same time, we have new responsibilities. We will
also have some possibilities to have credits of (inaudible) ¢ | mean (in Albanian)?
PRIME MINISTER THACI: (In Albanian.)

INTERPRETER: -- was ¢ yes. (Laughter.)

PRIME MINISTER THACI: (Via interpreter) We pledge that we will work hard, and

gSQff KIFIQ@S GKS &adzlJll2 NI 2F GKS | yAGSR {4l dasS
Bank. Thank you very much. (Applause.)

(end transcript)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department

of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov)
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Transcript: Briefing on Assistance to Somalia Transitional Federal Government
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Office of the Spokesman

June 26, 2009

BACKGROUND BRIEFING

Senior State Department Official

On U.S. Assistance to the Somalia Transitional Federal Government

June 26, 2009

OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS /| EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Str. "Samoilova" Nr.21 1000 Skopje /Telephone (+389) (2) 310 2000, Fax (+389) (2) 310 2499 E-mail: EmbSkoWebM@mt.net.mk




Washington, D.C.

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: Thank you all very much for coming this
afternoon. | know that many of you are very interested in what is happening in
Somalia today, and most particularly interested in the U.S. position with respect to
Somalia and why we have, in fact, taken that position.

The U.S. is deeply concerned about developments in Somalia for several different

reasons. All of you know that Somalia has been without an effective central

government for the past 20 years, but in the recent months and recent years, the

situation there has become increasingly unstable. The instability in Somalia today

has generated a cancer inside of the country. We see enormous humanitarian

problems around all of southern Somalia, where some 60 or 70 percent of the

O2dzy iNBEQa&a LRLMzZ I GA2y Ay GKS &d2dziK INB Ay Yy
assistance.

We see widespread unemployment and we see large movements of people out of
Mogadishu, which has probably lost over half of its population in the last couple of
years ¢ enormous numbers of people displaced.

We have also seen this cancer of instability metastasize to the region. We see
enormous refugee flows out of Somalia into Kenya. Dadaab refugee camp in
northeastern Kenya, built over a decade ago to handle 90,000 people, now has a
refugee population in excess of 270,000. Some 6- to 7,000 Somalis leave Somalia
every month and cross into Kenya.

QUESTION: What wasthecL QY & 2 NNE I iginél k vihat dvds iiset Gp€os? 2 NJ
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: Set up for 90,000 people.
QUESTION: Okay, sorry.

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: Today, a suburb of Nairobi, Eastleigh,
probably is if not the largest, certainly one of the largest Somali cities in East Africa,
reflecting the movement of large population groups out of Somalia into the safety of
Kenya, taxing the services of the Kenyan Government in providing jobs, in providing
schooling, in providing infrastructure to handle these large refugee flows. Refugees
have also flown and moved into other parts of East Africa.

Another regional manifestation of the problem there is the contribution that it
makes in continuing tensions between Ethiopia and Eritrea. In some ways, the
fighting in the south of Somalia amounts to a bit of a proxy conflict between those
two countries who have had longstanding border problems and disagreements.

YR 6SQ@S ftaz2 &aSSy GKS LINRofSY YSidladlaal
form of piracy. Because Somalia has no central government, has no police force, no
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court system, and because the economy, both the formal and the informal economy,
have completely broken down, we have seen Somalis take to the sea to hijack an
increasing number of international ships, including the Alabama Maersk, which was
hijacked some two months ago, being an American vessel.

But the piracy, like the refugees, are an indication of how the instability, the
continued instability in Somalia, has caused a great deal of concern.

The U.S. also is concerned that Somalia has become a safe haven for a small number
of individuals who were involved with the destruction of the American embassies in
Nairobi and Dar es Salam in 1998, August of 1998, and also for the destruction of the
Israeli-owned Paradise Hotel in Mombasa in November of 2002, and the attempted
destruction of an Israeli charter aircraft going into Mombasa.

For all of these reasons, but primarily for the first three, we think that we should do
as much as we possibly can to support the African and regional efforts that are
underway to help deal with this issue. The U.S. strongly supports the Djibouti
process, a process organized and run by IGAD and hosted by Djibouti, which led to
reconciliation and the creation of the Transitional Federal Government. We support
that Djibouti process. We support the Transitional Federal Government that has
come out of it, and we support the current president of that Transitional Federal
Government, President Sheikh Sharif, just as we supported the efforts of the
previous Transitional Federal Government president, President Yusef.

This is something that the African states in the region, all except one, have endorsed.
It is something that the AU has endorsed. The only state in the area that has not
supported the Djibouti process, has not supported the efforts of the TFG, is the state
of Eritrea. Eritrea has played a spoilers role. They have allowed the ¢ allowed
ammunition and supporters of the al-Shabaab, the extremist organization, a terrorist
organization, to move supporters and equipment across the border into ¢ the
Eritreans have allowed supporters of al-Shabaab to move back and forth across the
borders to be resupplied. And we think that is of some concern.

Maybe | should stop right there.
MR. KELLY: Okay.

QUESTION: So what can you tell us about the decision to provide military assistance
to Somalis, both materiel and training?

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: As | said, we have supported the TFG, the

¢ C D Q arship, &rid WeSave provided the support of arms and munitions and
training to the TFG military consistent with the efforts of the regional states. The
governments of Uganda and Burundi have troops on the ground in Mogadishu in
support of the TFG, and we have provided material assistance to the TFG
government in order to help them stabilize the situation in the country and to deal ¢
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and to help deal with those regional issues that | described, as well as the

international issues that have come out as a result thereof. We thought this was also

in our interest because providing support to a more stable Somalia would give it an

opportunity to deal with individuals who might also be seeking safe haven there,
AYVRAQGARdzZ a4 6K2Q@S 0SSyristaciiviled.t SR Ay G SNNE NJ

QUESTION: How recent was this decision, and how recently have they been supplied
arms, ammunition, and has the training already started?

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: Well, we have been supporting the efforts of

the Ugandan and Burundian forces since they went into Somalia nearly two years

ago. And we have been providing support to the TFG more recently as their situation

has become more --

QUESTION: How recently?

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: -- become much more --

QUESTION: How recently?

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: Within the last year.

vi9{¢LhbY .dzi A0Qa (GKS flad 62da) S Y2yuKa:z
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: Yes. Yes, the arms are --

QUESTION: -- for the last couple of weeks?

{9bLhw {¢!¢9 59t!w¢a9b¢ hCCL/L![Y ¢KS I N¥a
providing support for some time.

QUESTION: Is this --

QUESTION: What kind of weapons are they, just to be simple? What kind of
weaponry is it? What kind of ammunitions?

I w b¢ NBSONB! [ivi]SgRBI 0B

59t! wc¢cad
I NY&®d ! YR 4SQNB
QUESTION: And are these --

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: -- small arms and limited munitions. This is
not artillery pieces or armored vehicles or tanks. These are small arms.

QUESTION: And these are --
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SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: These are weapons that would be used in an
urban environment, fighting a counter-guerilla insurgency.

QUESTION: Is this --

vi9{¢LhbY ri_lms‘t’flnldmp\wmbtﬁ‘sw@they American weapons, or
I NS @2dz SaaSydAalrftfe LINPOARAY3I (GKS TFdzyRa | y|
{9bLhw {¢!¢9 59t!w¢a9b¢ hCCL/L![Y 2SQNB Sa

provided funds for the purchase of weapons; and we have also asked the two units
that are there, particularly the Ugandans, to provide weapons to the TFG, and we
have backfilled the Ugandans for what they have provided to the TFG government.

QUESTION: And then, last one for meon this,if L Yl & ®  2dz2Q@S Gl f 1SR |06
Somalia can be seen as a sort of --

QUESTION: (Inaudible)?

QUESTION: Yeah ¢ as, you know, as a proxy conflict or a proxy war between the

Eritreans and the Ethiopians. Can you shed any light on your efforts to persuade the
ONAGNBIFya G2 OSFaS GKSANI adzLlLl2 NI F2NJ GKS A
that you have interest in perhaps going to Eritrea. Is there any ¢ have they displayed

any interest in seeing you there or anywhere else to talk about this?

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: | have indeed sought to engage the Eritreans
so that we could talk about the issue of Somalia. | have said to them that it would be
extremely useful for us to try to improve our relationship and bring it back to normal,
but the basis on which that would be possible is for them to act in a responsible
manner in the Horn of Africa, and to cease and desist their support for al-Shabaab. |
have reached out to the Eritreans, and their responses have been slow in coming
back.

QUESTIONY /Iy L Of F NAFT& a2YSUOUKAyYy3I | 02dz uKS

I N.
Fdzy Ra F2NJ LIzZNOKF &S 2F gSHLRyaod ¢KIFGQa 2AY .
aleAy3a gKSy @2dz ale& @&2dzQQNB OI-C)‘[T)\ff)\yEI 0 KS

{9bLhw {¢! ¢9 59t! weatb¢ hCCL/L!'[Y ¢KIFGQa NI
QUESTION: Is that with money or is that with American arms?

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: What we have sought to doistodo ¢as|
said, to provide the TFG with resources to buy munitions and arms. And we have ¢
and to pay for some of their training needs. And we have gone to the Ugandans
when the TFG has run short of weapons and ammunition and have told the
Ugandans to provide what the TFG needs. When the Ugandans provide those
weapons, they give us a bill and an accounting for what they have turned over, and
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we then give them the money to replace the stores and the arms that they have ¢
GKFGO G0KSe@Q@S O0AYyldzRAGE SO

QUESTION: Can you quantify that at all?
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: No, | do not want to quantify at this point.
QUESTION: Can you give us a sense of the magnitude of it, the scope of this?

{9bLhw {¢!¢9 59t!w¢a9b¢ hCCL/L!'[Y 2SQ@S
of 40 tons worth of arms and munitions into Somalia in support of the TFG.

QUESTION: And is it ongoing? | mean, is this ¢ this is going to continue, | mean, right?
But so far --

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: Yes. Yes.

vio{¢LhbY !'YR (GKIFI0Qa aAyOS 46KSyK
SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: This has been within the last two months.
QUESTION: | have a couple.

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: And let me just say, | will say within the last
six weeks ¢ certainly within ¢ to be more precise, because the al-Shabaab started a
major assault on the TFG around the 7th of May, and our assistance has substantially
increased as a result of the (inaudible.)

QUESTION: And it was a direct result of that that prompted your decision to --

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: We felt that it was important to respond to
the TFG request and the calls for support that were coming from the region and the
concerns that the region had.

QUESTION: Can I just ¢ on the arms, just as a ballpark figure, are we talking about a
couple of million dollars or are we talking about under a million dollars? Are we
talking about upwards of ¢

QUESTION: Are we talking about tens of millions of dollars?

l'w¢a9b¢ hCCL/L!'[Y b2X ¢
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QUESTION: Single digits?
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SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: WeQNB I 2 A F W& BENBAY I (KA A
y20 GFf1AYy3 o2dzi bPmnann YAfEA2YI gSQNB y2a
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{9bLhw {¢!¢9 59t!w¢a9b¢ hCCL/L!'[Y L YSIys
million.

QUESTION: Thank you.
QUESTION: A couple of things. | mean, the fact that you ¢
{9bLhw {¢!¢9 59t!w¢a9b¢ hCCL/L![Y LGQa dzyR:

vi9{¢LhbY ¢KS FIFO0 GKIG &2dz aSyd A4 Ay GKS
that al-Shabaab was on the verge of taking over the government. And | mean, can

you relate that to your fears that ¢ about al Qaida becoming a safe haven in the

region?

Also, can you talk about the training piece, what the U.S. is doing in terms of
training?

And then thirdly, | understand the head of the Puntland Government is here. What
are your discussions with them? Do you see them as having any role whatsoever?

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: Go backwards. Third question: | believe that

the president of Puntland is here. He is here at the request of Congressman Payne to

participate in a set of congressional meetingscL R2y QO 1y2¢ AF (KSe& g2
hearings ¢ that occurred, | think, several days ago.

| have not met with the president of Puntland, and we have not been involved in any
of his activities since his arrival.

hby {2 A G R2 éqqngre@ﬁthegl@hmﬁmsufaﬁoﬂuge & 2 dz i K7\ ‘
1 G2 GKSY ljdzAdGS 2Fd0Syzx a2 Al R2SayQ
{9bLhw {¢! ¢9 59t! wetcaoblt RICRYDIL'FIYe 26K = (K
QUESTION: Well --

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: | just said that we had not spoken to them.

They have come here at the request of Congressman Payne. And it may be that while
0KSEBQNBE KSNB 6S YI & GwSBvenoksSexthemoPdatlands S KI @S
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has exhibited a degree of stability that is to be encouraged and supported. And so it
isnotac K0 ¢S KIFI@S | t2¢ 2LAYA2Y 2F (GKSY3I 0 dz

The second question --
QUESTION: Training.

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: Training. We have set aside money to help
train the TFG. The Ugandans have done some training. The Burundians have done
some training of TFG elements. And the Kenyans are also prepared to provide
training. And we have and will assist in the payment for that training when it can be
done in places that are close by or when they can be done inside of the country.

QUESTION: Are you providing logistical support?

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: We are not providing any logistical support to
the TFG, but we have, in fact, provided logistical support to move the Burundians
and the Ugandans in and outside of Mogadishu. And we have assisted them from the
very beginning in their efforts to provide support to the TFG.

QUESTION: And then just lastly on the issue of the kind of timing, | mean, how
concerned were you ¢ are you or were you that al-Shabaab was on the verge of
completely taking over Mogadishu and about fears that ¢ | mean, | think Panetta
made some comments this week that about fears that al-Qaida could be the next
safe haven, that it could be the next safe haven for al-Qaida.

{9bLhw {¢!¢9 59t!w¢a9b¢ hCCL/L![Y L KI@SyQ
but let me say that we remain concerned about the prospects of an al-Shabaab

victory, and we want to do as much as we can to help the TFG, the AMISOM forces,

and the countries in the region to deal with a threat that impacts Somalia, the

NEIA2YS YR GKS AYGSNYyFrdAzylt O2YYdzyAdGeo 2|
be given an opportunity to establish stability and peace in the south and be able to

deliver services to the people there.

A government run by al-Shabaab would be a government that would likely generate
greater instability in the country, carrying out more of the atrocities and human
rights violations, and would probably contribute to the continued instability and
concerns that we have about providing a safe haven for global terrorists like Fazul
Harun and Ali Nabhan, who were responsible for the 2002 bombings.

| draw your attention to what a Shabaab government would mean for Somalia by

noting that the press carries today the draconian judicial ¢ if one can call it judicial ¢

LIN2E OSRdzNB& (KI G GKS8BQNB LINBLI NBR (2 SyLX 2@
and the foot of those who violate their strict Sharia law. Somalia has always been a

Muslim country, but it has practiced a moderate form of Sufi Islam. The kind of
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Sharia, the kind of Islam that al-Shabaab would practice is generally anathema to
most Somalis.

QUESTION: (Inaudible) if I could.
vi9{¢LhbY LQY a2NNE>X 32 IIKSIR®

QUESTION: The first is who decided to provide the arms and training? Was that
Secretary Clinton or the President?

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: It was a national decision.

QUESTION: We had in our story it was made at the highest level, so | would assume
that means the President.

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: Yeah, the ¢ it was a national decision.
v 9{¢LhbY 2K& OFyQl &2dz al &
QUESTION: It was not the President?

QUESTION: Whe Ol y Qi e2dz alé& ¢6K2 GKIG A&az AdQa SE
Fdzy RAK LiQa y20 I O2¢0SNI I Obo

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: Yeah, no,thecy 23 y 253 AldqQdd y200 !y
the Secretary and the NSC agreed to this, yes.

QUESTION: And she has the authority; it doesn't have to be presidential authority;
the authority has been delegated to her to --

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: Yes, and we have been ¢ as | said, we have
been supporting the Djibouti process. We have supported for the last nearly two
years the Ugandans and the Burundians as they have been on the ground defending
the TFG leadership, defending the parliament, defending the presidential palace,
defending the main port, and defending of the main airport. And the extension of
funding directly to the TFG is consistent with our efforts and support to help the TFG
as much as possible to gain stability in the region.

QUESTION: And if I could justclarifycA G Q& | &AAYLI S 1jdzSaGA2y d ¢ KS
done by U.S. --

SENIORSC ! ¢9 59t! w¢a9bd¢ hCEl@&méjust-[ Y b2 GKSNBQa

QUESTION: -- police or contractors or military or anything?

OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS /| EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Str. "Samoilova" Nr.21 1000 Skopje /Telephone (+389) (2) 310 2000, Fax (+389) (2) 310 2499 E-mail: EmbSkoWebM@mt.net.mk




SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: Let me be clear. There are no U.S. active duty
or reserve military forces in Somalia, operating in Somalia, or acting on behalf of this.

QUESTION: Are they doing it in neighboring ¢ are they doing it in neighboring
countries?

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: No, no.
QUESTION: And does Djibouti have a role in training?

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: Yes, they have assisted from time to time,
but we --

QUESTION: In what respect?

{9bLhw {¢!¢9 59t! wtaxht¢ REgQI/ LYRY & RSOI
LINSOA &St & gKI G (KSHiQ“NStbeerSegyar US2AMNitArd > 6 dzii v 2
forces engaged and involved in this.

vi9{¢LhbY | 2¢ YdzOK Y2ySeé Kla 0SSy aSid laiRr
set aside to train the TFG.

{9bLhw {¢!¢9 59t!wc¢a9b¢ hCCL/L!'[Y ¢KIF{Qa NI
vi9{¢LhbY !'3IAYyS LQff 06S (GKS Y2ySeé 3Fdz | yR

SENIORST! ¢ 9 59t ! wé¢a9b¢ hCCL/ L! {atfigureSrcléding ¢ S QNB
arms and ammunition and training of less than $10 million.

QUESTION: (Inaudible) the training and the ammunition (inaudible).
vi9{¢LhbY hKXZ AGQ& I befmunitigh®f dZRSRX (G KS (NI Ay,
MR. KELLY: Libby, you have the last question.

vi9{¢LhbY ,SIKX 2dzal 02 7T2Ckifda2vbatcdeyduz2y 9t A &S
tellusaboutc@ 2 dz YSYUA2ySR GKSNBQa > &2dz {y263 |
that have safe haven in Somalia. But how concerned are you about al-Qaida having a

footprint there and their setting their sights on Somalia, especially if the U.S. forces

in Afghanistan do have more success driving them out?

{9bLhw {¢! ¢9 59t! we¢a9bd¢ iohiCloémaihshn[ ¥ | SIF KX R2°
important concern of the U.S. Government. The most important concern, however,

is to be able to capture the individuals who were involved in terrorist acts in 2002

and in 1998. We do not want to see Somalia become a safe haven for foreign

terrorists, and we believe that one of the best ways to prevent that is to help the TFG
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establish itself as a strong, legitimate government capable of enforcing its laws,
protecting its borders, and arresting individuals who are working against them as
well as against us and others in the international community.

The best way to do that is to help create a more viable Somali state which is not a
threat to its people and not a threat to its neighbors, not a threat to international
shipping, and not a threat to us in terms of harboring terrorists.

QUESTION: Would you say that --

QUESTION: Are they really moving over from Afghanistan and Pakistan?
MR. KELLY: I think that Mr. Senior Administration Official is just about --
QUESTION: But are they already (inaudible) over?

QUESTION: Well, this actually ¢ | mean, this is an important point. | mean, do you ¢
there

was some ¢ during the Bush Administration, there was talk about ¢an effort to kind

of engage the Islamicists. | mean, is that over? Have you completely given up on

talking to al-Shabaab and trying to form some kind of accommodation? | mean, even

0K2dzZAK @2dzOQNBE IAGAY I (KSAZKe2d®DHSI 8Byl yR &
ddzLILR2 NI AY3A GKSY F2N) g2 &S| deobsolidateSe R2y Qi
their power. So | mean, is there any kind of accommodation to be made?

QUESTION: Is there any hope for a reconciliation there?

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: Well, we continue to encourage the
government of Sheikh Sharif to reach out to all moderate Islamic and Muslim forces
in the area to establish an inclusive government that involves the clans and various
regional leaders; all of those who are not intent upon carrying out extremist acts or
terrorist attacks --

QUESTION: But not al-Shabaab?

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: We have ¢ if there are individuals in Shabaab
who are not committed to extremism and are prepared to accept an inclusive and
moderate government, then we would say ¢ speak to them. But to those Shabaab
elements who are extremists, the answer would be no.

MR. KELLY: Okay. Thank you.

QUESTION: It sounds a plan to talk to Hamas.

SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL: No, no, no.
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MR. KELLY: Thank you very much.
(end transcript)
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department

of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov)
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(U.S. congratulates the people of Djibouti on anniversary of independence) (102)
(begin text)

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Office of the Spokesman

June 27, 2009

STATEMENT BY SECRETARY CLINTON

Djibouti Independence Day

On behalf of the United States and the American people, | would like to extend my
warm congratulations to the people of Djibouti as they celebrate their thirty-second
anniversary of independence. We appreciate the strong partnership we enjoy with
Djibouti as we cooperate on regional issues in the Horn of Africa. May our shared
commitment to democracy and peace continue to join our nations together in
friendship.

(end text)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department

of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov)
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Text: Letter of Agreement Between U.S., Dominican Republic
(Agreement implements the Merida Initiative in efforts to combat crime) (289)

(begin text)
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Office of the Spokesman

June 29, 2009

MEDIA NOTE

Letter of Agreement Signed with Dominican Republic

U.S. Chargé d'Affaires to the Dominican Republic Roland W. Bullen and Dominican
Minister of the Interior and Police, Franklin Almeyda Rancier, signed the first letter of
agreement implementing the Mérida Initiative, a multi-year regional effort to
combat organized crime, gangs and the trafficking of narcotics and firearms on
Friday, June 26. The signing provides an initial $2,155,000, with an additional
$345,000 to follow in FY2008 funding for the first year of the Mérida Initiative.

Under this agreement, the Dominican Government and the U.S. Government will be
partners in projects funded in part or fully by the U.S. Government. Mérida Initiative
funding is to be used for projects that include: Providing equipment and technical
consulting services to the Financial Analysis Unit, $200,000; National Police Reform
Projects, $300,000; Anti-Money Laundering Assistance, $300,000; National
Directorate for the Control of Drugs Reform Projects, $750,000; Development of a
National Digital Criminal Database, $550,000; Equipment for the Navy Intelligence
Unit, $250,000; and a Joint Haitian-Dominican Border Security Program, $150,000. A
second letter of agreement to be signed in the future will provide additional funding
to these and additional projects including the targeting of at risk youth and anti-gang
programs, community policing, and demand reduction.

Representatives of the Government of the United States and the Government of the
Dominican Republic will meet quarterly to review qualitative and quantitative
progress towards achievement of the project goals and objectives. These evaluations
are in addition to the ongoing monitoring of the programs and activities conducted
by each government.

(end text)
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department

of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov)
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(Claims of immunity from prosecution unsubstantiated) (467)
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(begin text)
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Office of the Spokesman

June 25, 2009
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On May 25, 2009 Radovan Karadzic filed a motion before the International Criminal

Tribuy F £ F2NJ 6KS F2NXYSNJ ,  dza32atl @Al oL/ ¢, 0 GAG
in which he argues that his indictment should be dismissed on the grounds that

Ambassador Richard Holbrooke promised Dr. Karadzic immunity from prosecution in

The Hague in return for his resignation from public life.

The United States is aware of this allegation and repeatedly has made clear that no
agreement ever was made to provide Radovan Karadzic immunity from prosecution.
Neither Ambassador Holbrooke nor any United States official was in a position to
offer Dr. Karadzic such immunity, and no such offer was made. Dr. Karadzic did sign a
statement, the text of which was negotiated in Belgrade on July 18, 1996, by
Ambassador Holbrooke and a team of United States government officials with senior
Serbian officials at a meeting where Dr. Karadzic was not present. In this statement,
Dr. Karadzic pledged to leave office and withdraw from public life. There was no
GljdZA R LINR |jdz2 ¢ &

As part of an ongoing commitment to assist the work of the ICTY, the United States

regularly provides information to both prosecution and defense counsel. As part of

GKA&a adlFyRINR LN OGAOS YR Ay NBalLkryasS G2
we have provided a number of documents to Dr. Karadzic, a few of which were cited

in the motion filed on May 25. However, we believe that Dr. Karadzic has

mischaracterized the evidentiary import of the information he received.

In the interest of transparency and accuracy, we are making available to the public
documents that pertain to the allegation of an immunity agreement and, in
particular, demonstrate the lack of an underlying basis for that assertion. As these
documents show, the United States Government repeatedly made clear at the time
2 F 5 NI s agreeh@&nfd witldi@w from public life that it still expected Dr.
Karadzic to be tried in The Hague. This position is reflected in both official
statements to the press and in private diplomatic communications, including in
letters from Secretary of State Warren Christopher and Ambassador Holbrooke to
Serbian President Slobodan Milosevic.

¢KS ! yAGSR {Gl@GdSa NBaLISOGa GKS L/ ¢, Qa 2dzRA
0KS 62N] FtYR YFIYRIGS 2F GKS L/ ¢, G2 Ayo@Sad.
horrific crimes. We applauded Serbian authorities following the arrest and transfer
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of Radovan Karadzic to The Hague on July 21, 2008, and heralded the day as an
important milestone for justice for the victims and reconciliation for the Balkans. Our
longstanding policy is to ensure that those accused of atrocities face justice.

(end text)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov)
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Text: Remarks by Secretary Clinton on the Situation in Honduras
(Secretary Clinton condemns action against Honduran president) (113)

(begin text)

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Office of the Spokesman

June 28, 2009

STATEMENT BY SECRETARY CLINTON
Situation in Honduras

The action taken against Honduran President Mel Zelaya violates the precepts of the
Inter-American Democratic Charter, and thus should be condemned by all. We call
on all parties in Honduras to respect the constitutional order and the rule of law, to
reaffirm their democratic vocation, and to commit themselves to resolve political
disputes peacefully and through dialogue. Honduras must embrace the very
principles of democracy we reaffirmed at the OAS meeting it hosted less than one
month ago.

(end text)
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department

of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov)
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Text: Report on Water and Sanitation Strategy in Developing Countries
(State Dept. report outlines U.S. efforts in safe water, sanitation services) (454)
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(begin text)

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Office of the Spokesman
June 27, 2009

MEDIA NOTE

U.S. Department of State Releases Fourth Annual Report to Congress on Water and
Sanitation Strategy in Developing Countries

On June 26, 2009, the U.S. Department of State released the 2009 Senator Paul
Simon Water for the Poor Act of 2005 Report to Congress describing U.S.
Government efforts to expand access to safe drinking water and sanitation, improve
water resources management and increase water productivity in developing
countries.

This report is required by Section 6 of the Senator Paul Simon Water for the Poor Act
of 2005. The Act makes the provision of safe water and sanitation services in
developing countries a component of U.S. foreign assistance. It requires the
Secretary of State, in consultation with USAID, to develop and implement a strategy
to support this goal within the context of sound water resource management. This is
the Fourth Report to Congress.

In FY 2008, the United States obligated more than $1 billion for water- and
sanitation-related activities in developing countries (excluding Iraq). Of that amount,
over $820 million was obligated in 95 countries worldwide to improve access to safe
drinking water and sanitation and promote hygiene. Investments in Sub-Saharan
Africa rose to $646 million in FY 2008.

The United States remains one of the largest bilateral donors to water and sanitation
activities in developing countries, accounting for 10 percent of all official assistance
to the water and sanitation sector in 2006¢2007. The United States also remains one
of the largest donors to several multilateral development banks and
intergovernmental organizations, which are significant contributors to water and
sanitation projects. More important are the results we are achieving. As a result of
USAID investments, more than 7.7 million people received improved access to safe
drinking water and more than 6.2 million received improved access to sanitation. Of
these, more than 4.6 million received first-time access to an improved drinking water
source and more than 2.1 million to improved sanitation.

¢ KAA &SI NIDacfoBhedsinine clolindry speifs @ans for achieving

U.S. goals and objectives along with measurable indicators to track progress and
report results. The report also highlights the work of U.S. agencies and departments
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to build partnerships, improve science and technology capacity, and increase the
political will among developing and donor countries to address water and sanitation
challenges.

We believe these are significant steps that represent a growing commitment by the
United States to make water a core element of our foreign assistance. This and
previous reports in response to the Act can be found at www.state.gov/g/oes/water
( http://www.state.gov/g/oes/water ).

(end text)
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department

of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov)
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Text: President Obama on Situation in Honduras
(Obama calls on all parties to respect democratic norms and rule of law) (109)

(begin text)

THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

June 28, 2009

Statement from President on the situation in Honduras

"I am deeply concerned by reports coming out of Honduras regarding the detention
and expulsion of President Mel Zelaya. As the Organization of American States did on
Friday, | call on all political and social actors in Honduras to respect democratic
norms, the rule of law and the tenets of the Inter-American Democratic Charter. Any
existing tensions and disputes must be resolved peacefully through dialogue free
from any outside interference."

(end text)
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