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Excerpt: U.S. Condemns Deadly Terrorist Bombings in Baghdad October 14

(Says United States will persevere in helping to rebuild Iraq) (1320)

The United States condemned the two terrorist bombings that killed 10 people in the International Zone (Green Zone) of Baghdad October 14.

"We ... condemn these terrorist attacks," said State Department spokesman Richard Boucher in Washington October 14.

"I do want to emphasize our sympathy and our determination to keep going," he added. "And just as the Iraqis have persevered, we intend to persevere, and we intend to overcome these difficulties and help Iraqis attain their goals."

The bombs killed four Americans and six Iraqis, Boucher said.

The International Zone (formerly known as the Green Zone) is the heavily guarded area of closed-off streets in central Baghdad where U.S. and coalition officials and contractors live and work. The Green Zone includes the main palaces of former President Saddam Hussein. 

Following is an excerpt from Boucher's October 14 daily briefing in which he gives details about the bombings:

(begin excerpt)

Q: Well, with the awful thing that happened in Baghdad -- indeed, this apparently was the first penetration of this highly fortified area. Does this say something about several things -- about security measures. Do they have to be reviewed? Does it say something about the war on terror? The secretary said last night terrorists were finding it harder and harder to find places to hide, although he said Iraq is a tough case. I guess terrorists found a way to get into the compound now. That's pretty shocking isn't it?

MR. BOUCHER: As you describe it, it's an awful event in Baghdad. It's very difficult for the people who are serving there, and certainly we offer our sympathies to the families of the victims of the attacks and our condolences to the families of people who died. I'll give you a run-down on that in a minute.

We also condemn these terrorist attacks. There's an effort that we are making to try to help the Iraqi people rebuild their country, and it's another example of where there are terrorists who want to attack, the Iraqis who want to attack us and want to attack anybody who's trying to establish opportunity and freedom for the Iraqi people. We know that's the situation. There are people who go out or know that they're serving in dangerous circumstances, but it's obviously very sad and unfortunate when something happens to them, or frankly, when something happens to the Iraqis who we are working with us in the Green Zone and elsewhere in the country.

It's not the first time that there have been attacks on the Green Zone. Most of the previous attacks have been mortars and things like that. You'll also remember it's not -- that there was a explosive device that was found in the so-called Green Zone Cafe not too long ago as well. So the kind of explosion and damage is new, but it's not the first time that that had -- that that kind of attack had been carried out or that people had tried to attack the Green Zone, because that is where a lot of this activity related to Iraqi reconstruction is going on.

What we know at this point. There were two explosions inside the Green Zone, the international zone today. One occurred in a place called vendors alley, which is close to the U.S. embassy and acts as the place where people sell souvenirs, handicrafts and other things. The other took place is what known as the Green Zone Cafe. The -- I don't have details yet of the explosions, exactly how they occurred, whether suicide bombers of explosive devices.

Embassy personnel at this point have been instructed to remain inside the embassy complex until further notice. An investigation is under way, and security sweeps are occurring in the area. Our embassy in Baghdad reports that four American citizen contractors, members of our security team, were killed in the vendors alley attack. Another contractor was seriously wounded there. Embassy officials are working to determine if there are other private American citizens sustained -- who have sustained injuries in that attack. Two State Department direct-hire employees were injured in vendors alley, but their injuries are not life-threatening. We also understand that there are Iraqis who were injured in that attack at vendors alley.

In terms of the explosion at the Green Zone Cafe, there were several U.S. embassy and foreign service national employees who sustained minor injuries in that attack. They received or are receiving medical treatment now. One U.S. citizen contractor, again, a member of our security team, was injured in this attack, and at least six Iraqis were killed and a number of others wounded in the attack on the cafe.

I won't give you any more details on the people killed and wounded at this moment. We're still in the process of making sure that their companies and families know and understand what happened.

I do want to emphasize our sympathy and our determination to keep going; that we all know that the work of reconstruction in Iraq is dangerous, that there are some very nasty people who have no respect for human right -- human life, no respect for the Iraqi people, no respect for the efforts that we're all making to help the Iraqi people, who are out to attack us and the Iraqis and others.

And just as the Iraqis have persevered, we intend to persevere, and we intend to overcome these difficulties and help Iraqis attain their goals.

Q: On the review issue, obviously you've got to be looking at things, again, but does this call for -- it may be too early, but does this call for an overhaul, some --

MR. BOUCHER: I think it's much too early to start speculating on that until one knows a little more about, you know, how these attacks occurred, how they got in. I'm sure every time there's an incident like this, we automatically look for what we can do to improve security for everybody who lives and works in these areas. And I'm sure the embassy will be doing that, along with the military and others who have security responsibilities for that area. But it's premature to start speculating about what kind of changes might be necessary, whether they're major or minor.

Q: And the Zarqawi claims, Zarqawi group --

MR. BOUCHER: We've seen the claim. I don't think I have any evidence to say one way or the other for sure that it is that group.

Q: Richard, can I just go to -- you said that the total in the two attacks -- four U.S. citizens killed and three wounded --

MR. BOUCHER: And six -- four U.S. citizens killed and six Iraqis killed in the two attacks. The number of injured is -- well, there was one person seriously injured at vendors' alley and another contractor who was injured at the Green Zone Cafe. And then in addition to that, there were several embassy employees -- two at vendors' alley and several more at the Green Zone, who had minor injuries that are being treated.

Q: Okay. But you don't have a number for --

MR. BOUCHER: And I don't have a number for Iraqis who were wounded either.

Q: Okay.

MR. BOUCHER: Yeah.

Q: So --

Q: May I follow on this subject?

Q: (Off mike.)

MR. BOUCHER: On this?

Q: Yes. Bret Stephens, who is the editor in chief of the Jerusalem Post, wrote an op-ed today in The Wall Street Journal. He said just implicitly that maybe the United States is not learning the lessons from Israel in fighting a widespread insurgency.

Could you tell us if there is any kind of cooperation, coordination between the two and --

MR. BOUCHER: No, I'm afraid I wouldn't be able to do that. I don't have anything on that.

(end excerpt)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Transcript: State's Armitage Urges International Support for Iraq

(Says U.S. will stand by its commitment to Iraq as long as necessary) (920)

Deputy Secretary of State Richard Armitage has urged the international community to support Iraq's reconstruction with generous and speedy contributions, especially to the water and electricity sectors.

"Iraq's needs are vast, and the human cost of failing to meet them are high. I urge you all to consider their appeal, especially concerning the electricity and water sectors. And I hope that in the course of this conference, we will find a way to proceed together, with generosity and alacrity, to help the people of Iraq through this historic transformation," Armitage said at an international donors' conference in Tokyo October 14.

Armitage said the United States will stand by its commitment to support Iraq as long as it takes to succeed. He said the United States already has disbursed $3 billion of its development assistance and is speeding up the pace of disbursement.

He said the United States is channeling its resources into strengthening the capacity of Iraqis to defend themselves and into generating income for individual Iraqis and the Iraqi government.

He said international debt relief is a necessary condition for the Iraqi government to meet its economic challenges. The deputy secretary said the United States also is increasing its expenditures for democracy and governance projects in order to support Iraqi elections in January.

Following is the transcript of Armitage's comments in Tokyo:

(begin transcript)

Remarks at Iraq Donors Conference

Richard L. Armitage, Deputy Secretary of State

Tokyo, Japan October 14, 2004

Thank you very much, Mr. Minister, for allowing me the opportunity to speak today. And I want to thank the leadership of Japan for acting once again with compassion and resolve to call the world together. Indeed, this is a nation with a proud track record of putting the concept of "human security" into practice, from Sudan and Timor-Leste to Afghanistan and Sri Lanka.

Mr. Minister, honored colleagues, for thirty years, Iraq was a criminal enterprise more than it was a country. And yet millions of men and women survived that degradation with their spirits intact. We just heard from two of them. Moreover, today, Deputy Prime Minster Saleh and Minister al-Hafedh are putting their lives on the line to reclaim their country for all its citizens.

Since taking office on June 28th, the Iraqi Interim Government has shown such resolve, a remarkable unity of purpose, and a clear commitment to Iraq's transformation. Indeed, people across Iraq are joining town councils, signing up for security forces, and working on reconstruction projects. They do so knowing that for all those who wish them only success, there is one who will kill to see them fail. I am humbled, my country is humbled, by their courage and their commitment.

In turn, many of the countries and institutions represented here today have made a commitment to the people of Iraq. Prime Minister Allawi told the UN General Assembly last month that the financial assistance pledged in Madrid would fuel critical reforms and development projects. He also said the aid "would create an atmosphere of optimism that would allow us to leave the past totally behind us." The United States will stand by our commitment for as long as it takes to succeed. We have disbursed a total of $3 billion in reconstruction assistance so far, which is a great deal of money, but only a small amount when we consider the total $18.4 billion we pledged in Madrid. We understand the urgency of the moment, so we are picking up the pace. Indeed, in the last 12 weeks alone, we have disbursed nearly $1 billion.

As the Prime Minister told us and as we heard again today, the first priority of the IIG is to secure the country, so that other reconstruction efforts can succeed. Ultimately, though, the security situation will only see lasting improvement when Iraq assumes responsibility for self-defense. That is the primary reason why the United States is shifting our focus to the training and equipping of Iraqi security forces at this time. We are also shifting resources into the immediate generation of income, both for individual Iraqis and for the Government of Iraq. This includes funds to help alleviate Iraq's crippling debt burden. Indeed, representatives from many of our governments will meet on this score in the Paris Club this week. We wish them well. Comprehensive debt relief will not alone revive the fortunes of Iraq, but the fact is that Iraq's fortunes cannot revive without it. In addition, we hear from Iraqis across the country that it is absolutely essential for elections to stay on schedule, so we have moved more funds into democracy and governance support, as well. We believe that such quick improvements in security, coupled with political and economic enfranchisement, will help create that critical "atmosphere of optimism."

On the other hand, for any success in security and short-term economic and political gains to endure, the broader investment in Iraq needs to continue, as well. As Deputy Prime Minister Saleh and Minister al-Hafedh made clear, Iraq's needs are vast, and the human cost of failing to meet them are high. I urge you all to consider their appeal, especially concerning the electricity and water sectors. And I hope that in the course of this conference, we will find a way to proceed together, with generosity and alacrity, to help the people of Iraq through this historic transformation.

Thank you.

(end transcript)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Text: Iraq Economic Development Contracts Announced by USAID

(Projects to target restructuring state businesses, providing job training) (440)

The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) has awarded $208 million in contracts to help stimulate the economy in Iraq and provide vocational training to Iraqi workers.

The two three-year contracts, both awarded to The Louis Berger Group Inc., were competitively bid and are part of U.S. efforts to improve stability in Iraq, ensure the delivery of essential services and facilitate Iraq's economic recovery, according to an October 13 USAID press release.

Under one contract, U.S.-based Louis Berger will help restructure and privatize state-owned businesses and promote the development of small businesses, the release said.

Under a second contract, the company will provide vocational education and assistance to the Iraq Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs to run existing vocational and employment centers, it said.

Following is the text of the USAID release:

(begin text)

U.S. Agency for International Development

Washington, D.C. 

October 13, 2004

Contact: USAID Press Office

WASHINGTON, DC -- The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) announced contract awards to The Louis Berger Group, Inc. to assist the Government of Iraq in stimulating the economy through private sector growth, employment generating activities and vocational and technical training programs.

Under the $120 million award to assist in developing the private sector, the U.S. based firm will provide assistance in restructuring and privatization of state owned enterprises, developing capital markets, trade policy and business management skills. The firm will also implement activities that will promote the development of micro, small and medium businesses. Training and expertise will also be provided to credit-worthy private enterprises to achieve sustainable and profitable lending through Iraqi banks and to help build a sustainable microfinance industry.

A separate $88 million award to The Louis Berger Group, Inc. for vocational education is intended to encourage workforce development with an emphasis on vocational training, technical training, and employment services. The firm will also provide experienced personnel, equipment, and funding to assist the Iraq Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs (MOLSA) to run existing vocational and employment centers. The contract also provides for MOLSA training that will lead to MOLSA independently managing and sustaining the centers.

The three-year contracts were competitively bid and are part of the U.S. government's reconstruction assistance to the Iraqi people aimed at improving stability, ensuring the delivery of essential services, and facilitating economic recovery. For more information on USAID's humanitarian relief and reconstruction efforts in Iraq please visit www.usaid.gov/iraq.

The U.S. Agency for International Development has provided economic and humanitarian assistance worldwide for more than 40 years.

(end text)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Excerpt: Powell: War on Terrorism Only Part of U.S. Security Policy

(Says encouraging trade is also part of the policy equation) (4140)

Secretary of State Colin Powell says U.S. national security policy brings together critical policy elements, including fighting poverty and disease, dealing with enemies where they exist, and encouraging trade.

Speaking at the Italian Embassy in Washington October 13, Powell said the United States is working with its partners on every continent so that terrorists "now have fewer opportunities to launch major deadly strikes." Today, he said, terrorists have fewer places to run and hide or launch deadly attacks.

Powell said "every day terrorists have fewer silent helpers ... more outspoken adversaries, [and] more brave nations and individuals willing to stand up to them willing to confront the savagery and the hatred and nihilism that define terrorism."

Daily, he said, the United States works with its friends and allies in the Middle East and beyond "to advance reforms that will eliminate the frustration, the injustice, the poverty, [and] the despair that gives rise to ideas of mass destruction."

Delivering the keynote address at the 60th anniversary dinner of Johns Hopkins University's School of Advanced International Studies, Powell said, "We understand the policy logic of encouraging good governance, of poverty alleviation, of fighting disease -- so that societies won't stagnate or implode, so states won't fail."

Working to spread liberty and democracy is not merely a matter of idealism, Powell said, but an issue of "enlightened self-interest." He said the Millennium Challenge Account has money to distribute to countries that "have made a commitment to democracy, the rule of law, the end of corruption, the dignity of the individual, [and] human rights." Nations that pursue that path "will find America standing there to help them with education ... infrastructure development ... [and] the means of attracting trade," he said.

Powell, who is the 2004 recipient of The Johns Hopkins University President's Medal, said the success of U.S. leadership depends not only on partnerships with nations but also with international institutions. He also said the United States treasures its strong alliances around the world.

The secretary acknowledged continuing proliferation challenges in places such as North Korea and Iran, but he said "every day we get closer to staunching the proliferation and transfer" of weapons and technology. "We are going after the proliferators. We are dealing with the cases of weapons of mass destruction wherever they might be found," he added.

Powell also pointed to the recent successful election in Afghanistan, where Afghans went to the polls to decide "who was going to be in charge of their future." That election demonstrated "that the tyranny of the Taliban was over and the promise of the ballot box had arrived in Afghanistan," he said.

The secretary said the same thing can occur in Iraq. "Things are changing. Najaf and Samara are back in the hands of the interim Iraqi government," he said, and Muslim cleric Muqtada al-Sadr is talking about reconciliation. At the same time, he said, the coherence of the insurgency is weakening in Fallujah.

"So we're going to press ahead to [Iraqi] national elections in January of 2005," Powell said, "just like we did in Afghanistan.

"We do this for their sake ... [and] for our own," he added, "because if we make this work -- and we will make it work -- we will have an entirely new image in that part of the world."

Powell also talked about the hard work that is under way to solve regional crises in places like Sudan and Haiti. He described Haiti as "one of the more challenging areas in which we have to work."

Following are excerpts of Powell's remarks:

(begin excerpt)

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Office of the Spokesman

October 14, 2004

REMARKS

Secretary of State Colin L. Powell, Recipient of The Johns Hopkins University President's Medal, Keynote Address of the 60th Anniversary Dinner of the School of Advanced International Studies [SAIS] The Johns Hopkins University

October 13, 2004

Embassy of Italy

Washington, D.C.

(7:00 p.m. EDT)

SECRETARY POWELL:  In the past dozen years the world has changed so dramatically.  And on September 11, 2001, that pulse of change took on a particular shape -- a shape that defines the principal security challenge of our time.  Terrorism and the war on terrorism is this administration's number one priority, and will remain so for as long as necessary.  We've tried our very best to understand the change, and as this change has come upon us, to understand the implications of 9/11, and we think we do.

As the President has emphasized from the very start, this unprecedented struggle against terrorism has its military as well as its non-military dimensions, and using all the tools at our disposal, it is a challenge, it is a war, it is a conflict that has to be fought to a successful and a complete conclusion.  Terrorists must be attacked.  They must be destroyed.  They cannot just be contained.  Their sanctuaries and means of support must be eliminated, not just limited.

And that's what we're doing.  That's what this administration, and all the assets at our disposal and all of the allies who are working with us, are doing.  Every day we are working to improve our ability to go after the enemy, to protect our country, to control our borders, to know who's coming here, to make sure that we have a sense of who's coming into our country and for what purpose.

But at the same time that I work with [Homeland Security Secretary] Tom Ridge to make sure we are protecting our borders, we have to do it in a way that keeps our borders open.  We want youngsters to come here and go to SAIS.  We want people to come to our great hospitals.  We want people to come to our entertainment facilities.  We want secure borders but we want open doors because, as was touched on by Bill earlier, we are an immigrant nation; we are a nation that is touched by every nation in the world and we, in turn, touch every nation in the world.  It is our openness, it is our welcoming attitude, that makes us what we are.  It's reasonable for us to protect ourselves, but at the same time important for the world to know that we are a welcoming nation, a welcoming people.

Every day as we go about this conflict, as we go about resolving this conflict, we work to strengthen our international partnerships, our partnerships in law enforcement and intelligence sharing.  Every day we get closer to staunching the proliferation and transfer of weapons of mass destruction, working through the President's Proliferation Security Initiative, and through the application of skilled diplomacy.  We are going after the proliferators.  We are dealing with the cases of weapons of mass destruction wherever they might be found -- in Iraq, or more successfully, through skilled diplomacy in Libya, and we've put Libya onto a new path to a better future for the Libyan people and removed the cause of concern.

And every day we work with friends and allies, in the Middle East and beyond.  We work to advance reforms that will eliminate the frustration, the injustice, the poverty, the despair that gives rise to ideas of mass destruction.  Last month, just as a small example, we launched something called the Forum for the Future at the United Nations in New York, 28 foreign ministers came together, 28 ministers from the G-8 [Group of Eight] and from the broader Middle East and North Africa, to create a partnership, to move forward with respect to reform and modernization in the broader Middle East and North Africa, not reform imposed by the United States, not telling people how to do it, but letting the people of the broader Middle East and North Africa know that in America you have a partner that wants to work with you on your reform program.  What is it you think you think you need to be doing, and how can we help you?  And we stand ready to help, to help promote market reforms, to help promote free trade, to help promote democracy.

By employing all of these means and working with partners on every continent, terrorists now have fewer opportunities to launch major deadly strikes.  Every day terrorists have fewer places to run, fewer places in which to hide; and every day terrorists have fewer silent helpers, and more outspoken adversaries, more brave nations and individuals willing to stand up to them, willing to confront the savagery and the hatred and the nihilism that define terrorism.

Every day, we make progress in the main theaters where our military, in coalition with other nations, have been and remains engaged -- in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Just four days ago a free and fair Presidential election took place in Afghanistan, the first ever in that nation's history.  The election wasn't perfect.  I don't know of a county in the United States that has every had a completely open, perfect election -- (laughter) -- but the government and the opposition, with the help of the United Nations and American diplomats, will get through these little problems that emerged in the course of their election.  The important thing is that they had an election.  That's a sign of democracy growing.  All last week and the weeks before, I heard all of these comments about, "It won't happen," "They can't have such an election," "This is something that is foreign to Afghanistan," "They have no tradition," "They don't know how to do it, it won't work, they won't get the ballots out," "You couldn't have registered 10 million people in the time that was available," "The Taliban and al-Qaida will do everything they can to make sure this does not happen," "This is a Muslim country, it won't work, it isn't applicable to their culture and to their history, it's wrong, you're going in the wrong direction, it won't work."

Yet we all woke up Sunday morning and saw pictures in our newspapers, we saw pictures on television, of Afghans lined up around and around the blocks of the polling stations.  I heard stories all Sunday morning long, after speaking to [U.S.] Ambassador Zal Khalilzad, who did a great job over there and talking to other members of my staff about people who started queuing up at 3 o'clock in the morning.  They told me the story about a bridge that had been blown in one of the outlying provinces across the river so that people couldn't get to the polling station.  And the people came to the destroyed bridge and then they walked along the bank until they could find a ford, and then they crossed the icy water to get to a polling station.

They tell me stories of polling stations that it was time to close and it was time to end it all, and the people were still lined up around the block.  They did not want to close.  They wanted to vote.  Thousands of people wanted to vote.  Hundreds of thousands of people wanted to vote.  Millions of people wanted to vote.

Three million people have come back into Afghanistan since we got rid of the Taliban three years ago -- almost four years ago, I guess, now.  Three million people have come back to rebuild that country.  Thousands, hundreds of thousands more, still outside of the country voted absentee in Pakistan to make sure that their voices were heard.  People wanted to vote.

Why?  Because they wanted to decide who their leaders would be.  They wanted to decide who was going to be in charge of their future.  They knew that the tyranny of the Taliban was over and the promise of the ballot box had arrived in Afghanistan, all of this in just a few years.  We and our coalition partners in the International Security Assistance Force have helped them, and we should be proud.  President Karzai, the Interim President of Afghanistan, and his leaders should be proud.  Our young men and women who fought and the families of those who lost their lives in Afghanistan should be proud.  Our coalition partners who have stood strongly with us should be proud of this remarkable achievement, an achievement that I am confident will be repeated next spring when they elect a new parliament.  Afghanistan is a better place for what we have done and for what the people have done for themselves.

There is no reason that we cannot do the same thing in Iraq.  We are facing a difficult time in Iraq.  There's no point in saying it is not the case.  We are fighting an insurgency.  That insurgency is led by people who want to go back to the past, who want to go back to extermination pits, they want to go back to gassing their friends and neighbors, they want to go back to tyranny.  The people of Iraq don't want that any more than the people of Afghanistan wanted it.  Terrorists are coming to make trouble.  They will be dealt with.  Our coalition partners and an increasingly effective Iraq security force under the leadership of Prime Minister Allawi and the other brave Iraqi leaders who every day get up and face death at the hands of these individuals, but they get up and they go out and do the job because they know the Iraqi people deserve a better life, they deserve the same hope and future that we are giving to the people of Afghanistan.

Things are changing.  Najaf and Samara are back in the hands of the Interim Iraqi Government. Muqtada al-Sadr, who made such difficulties for all of us a few weeks ago, is now talking of reconciliation.  Weapons are being turned in in Sadr City.  The Iraqi Interim Government and the coalition are working to recapture the other towns in the Sunni Triangle that are not fully under government control.  Coherence of the insurgency in Fallujah is weakening.  You've read about it in today's papers.  Soon this and other parts of Iraq that suffer the intimidation of political criminals and foreign fighters will once again be in the hands of the government.

It's going to be tough.  It's going to be difficult.  There will be dark days ahead and brighter days will be coming.  We have to stand -- we will stand -- with the courageous and dedicated Iraqi leaders, with the people of Iraq who want a better future.  We will stand with our NATO colleagues who are there with us and others who are coming.  Earlier today, NATO announced that they have put together this team that will be going in to help train Iraqi officers, to make them more competent, so the alliance is coming together.  The UN is working to put in place more election officials so that we can have an election by the end of January 2005.  The international financial institutions are coming together to help relieve the Iraqi people of the debt burden they have left over from Saddam Hussein.

So we're going to press ahead to national elections in January of 2005, just like we did in Afghanistan this past weekend.  We do this for their sake, we do it for our own, because if we make this work -- and we will make it work -- we will have an entirely new image in that part of the world:  democracy, freedom, people selecting their own leaders, the world coming together to help this nation back up on its own feet.  We will never have another debate about weapons of mass destruction.  We will not have to talk about terrorism any longer.  And if there was any question about the nature of this regime, we saw the pictures on television today and you'll see more of them tomorrow of one of the mass graves uncovered up in the northern part of the country:  women, pregnant women, murdered; children murdered.  Who can still doubt the nature of the regime that is no longer in power and has been brought to justice?  Monsters ruled and ravaged Iraq.  They rule and ravage it no more.

And after the January elections, I believe it will be clearer than ever to all people that we've done the right thing.  We're confident in our course because we have worked hard to understand the world that is taking shape before us.  And with this administration, with President Bush, there's no mystery about what we think.  Like the President himself, we in this administration say what we mean and mean what we say -- clearly and consistently.

But it is more than just about Iraq and Afghanistan.  In The National Security Strategy that the President published a couple of years ago, President Bush said:  "Enemies in the past needed great armies and great industrial strength to endanger America.  Now, shadowy networks of individuals can bring chaos and suffering to our shores for less than it costs to purchase a single tank."  We used to worry almost exclusively about the power of states.  Today we also have to worry about the weakness of states -- states that allow or can't prevent terrorists from plotting mass murder on their soil, and states that provide the breeding ground for terrorist recruits.

This must mean that we have to do more than just fight them when they come after us.  We have to do more.  We have to engage with these nations to remove the causes of terrorism, to remove the hopelessness and the poverty and the despair in the lives of these individuals who might be inclined, without hope, without promise, to move in this direction.

And that's what we are doing.  We are spending a great deal of our time and our energy not just in prosecuting war and reconstructing in Afghanistan and Iraq, we are doing so many other things that are often called "soft power" points and aspects of foreign policy.

We understand the policy logic of encouraging good governance, of poverty alleviation, of fighting disease -- so that societies won't stagnate or implode, so states won't fail.  We understand that this is an age where what used to be considered "soft" policy has become "hard" policy in terms of putting our full resources to these issues so that we can make a difference throughout the world.

So when we work to spread liberty and democracy, we don't see it only in terms of idealism.  We see that work also in terms of our own enlightened self-interest.  As the President said, this strategy "reflects the union of our values as well as our national interests."

We will go after poverty where we find it.  The President has doubled over the past four years the amount of money available to USAID for development assistance around the world.  And on top of that, we have created one of the most innovative programs for development and poverty alleviation since the Marshall Plan.  It's called the Millennium Challenge Account.  It's a program the President announced in his State of the Union speech in January of 2003 and some 14 months later it was a program that was up and running with a freestanding corporation that has been given a billion dollars to get started from the Congress, identified 16 countries to use the billion dollars with, asked them for 2.5 more in this fiscal year and then $5 billion a year more beginning in 2006.

Which countries will get this money?  Those developing countries that have made a commitment to democracy, the rule of law, the end of corruption, the dignity of the individual, human rights.  Those countries that have selected the right path into the future will find America standing there to help them with education, to help them with infrastructure development, to help them develop the means of attracting trade and not just standing by to receive aid.

These are parts of our policies that aren't spoken about enough.  The President recognized that HIV/AIDS is truly the greatest weapon of mass destruction on the face of the earth, and he acted by helping Kofi Annan set up the Global Health Fund, and then going beyond that and putting together a program of $15 billion in order to go after HIV/AIDS throughout the world.

We have concluded 12 free trade agreements with nations around the world.  Ten more are on the way and we are working on regional free trade agreements and working within the WTO [World Trade Organization] to liberalize trade.  Why?  Because trade brings wealth to nations in need of development so that we can encourage the free flow of trade to benefit nations throughout the world.

All of these elements come together -- fighting poverty, fighting disease, encouraging trade, dealing with enemies as we find them -- all of these things come together to create a national security policy that I think is relevant to the world in which we are living.

There are many challenges that we still face.  Proliferation is a problem.  Iran and North Korea are problems.  We are using diplomatic means and political means to try to resolve these problems.  Foreign policy in the 21st century means using all of the tools at your disposal.  The President's first choice is diplomacy, political action.  He also knows that in order for diplomacy and politics to work, it must be backed up with strength -- our political strength, our economic strength, the strength of our military -- and we must not be afraid to act when it is necessary to do so to protect our friends and our allies, and he will not fail to act when it is so necessary.

So we are working hard around the world to solve regional crises in Africa, places such as Sudan, complete the work we started with our African partners in Liberia last year, complete the work in Haiti, which is one of the more challenging areas in which we have to work, do everything we can to get the roadmap underway so that we can finally make progress toward peace in the Middle East.  There is so much to be done.  There are so many challenges there.  But what I see every day when I get to the office is not just challenges, but opportunities, opportunities to help this 21st century be a century of peace, a century of hope, a century where people such as the Afghans last week can decide how they will be governed, and for people such as Afghans and Iraqis and Haitians and Liberians and Sudanese and the disadvantaged and the poor throughout the world, for them to know that the United States stands ready as a partner to assist, just as we assisted the broken nations that we found on our doorstep after World War II.

It is America's destiny, it is the fate that has been given to us, to be that nation that people look to to solve the problems and challenges of the world.  We like to do it with partners.  The President believes in partners.  We are members of strong alliances.  We treasure those alliances.  We do everything we can to enhance those alliances.  But even in a multilateral approach, you often have to have a leader in order to make sure that the multilateral team will work, and the United States has often been that leader, and President Bush will continue to show that kind of leadership to the world.

For this kind of leadership to work, we not only need partnerships with nations around the world, we need partnerships with international institutions, and above all, we need partnerships with great institutions such as SAIS.  SAIS is a farm club for the State Department.  SAIS has done so much to provide the human intellectual infrastructure of national global security in the 21st century.  We rely on America's prowess in higher education to provide us with men and women deeply knowledgeable about the world, capable of mature judgment, dedicated to truth and dedicated to service, service to the nation, service to humankind.

SAIS has helped provide this human infrastructure for six decades, and so I would like to close by thanking you for this award, but more importantly, thanking you and congratulating SAIS on reaching your 60th year of outstanding achievements, outstanding service to the world.  And you need to keep doing it, for six decades more, and six decades more beyond that.  We need you, the nation needs you.  We need you, and above all, the world needs you.

Thank you for all you do for the world, for the nation.  Thank you, and God bless you.

(Applause.)

(end excerpt)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Excerpt: U.S. Dismayed By State of Multilateral Arms Control Progress

(State's Rademaker says Conference on Disarmament is deadlocked) (3200)

A top U.S. arms control official told a U.N. audience the United States is dismayed by the lack of progress in certain international arms control fora, including the continuing logjam at the Conference on Disarmament (CD) in Geneva.

Stephen Rademaker, assistant secretary of state for arms control, told the U.N. General Assembly's First Committee October 8 that the CD had failed for the eighth year in a row to make progress in negotiating international arms control and disarmament agreements -- an activity that he called the CD's essential function. 

Rademaker said the situation is "decidedly worse" at the U.N. Disarmament Commission (UNDC). He noted that UNDC did not meet at all in 2002, while in 2003 it did not reach agreement on the two issues that it had been studying for three years. In 2004, he added, the UNDC could not even reach consensus on its agenda. He said the United States believes this year's General Assembly resolution on the UNDC should instruct it "to dedicate its 2005 session solely to identifying ways to improve the effectiveness of its methods of work."

The arms control official held out more hope for progress in the CD. Rademaker said the United States believes the CD should concentrate on two issues: producing a Fissile Material Cut-off Treaty (FMCT) and a ban on the sale or export of long-lasting landmines. In the interest of timeliness, he said, the treaty should be negotiated without verification provisions. He also noted that those countries who participated in the 2000 Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) Review Conference, called for passage of an FMCT by the time of 2005 NPT Review.

As for a ban on the sale or export of persistent landmines, Rademaker said the United States has two reasons for making the proposal in the CD. The first is to respond to the humanitarian need for such a ban, since long-lasting mines account for between 10,000 and 20,000 casualties each year. The second reason is that, even though another organization -- the Convention on Conventional Weapons -- has a primary focus on landmines, still the CD is well suited to discuss a subject like landmine sales and exports. Furthermore, he said it would provide "a subject for the CD to focus on, thereby enabling it to get back to work after eight years of stalemate. It will complement, not compete with, other agreements or proposals," he added.

Rademaker said the recent discovery of Libya's nuclear weapons program and the A.Q. Khan black market in nuclear plans, technology and materials highlight the need to strengthen the NPT itself as well as the entire nuclear nonproliferation regime. When the NPT Review Conference convenes next year, it will need to deal with an active nuclear weapons program in North Korea and Iran's multiple violations of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Safeguards Agreement, he said. The official called on the international community to seek a Review Conference outcome "that reinforces the contribution of the NPT to global security."

Following are excerpts of Rademaker's remarks:

(begin excerpt)

The Test of Effective Multilateralism: Meeting the Dangers of the World With Resolve

Stephen G. Rademaker

Assistant Secretary of State for Arms Control

Remarks at the United Nations

New York City

October 8, 2004

Mr. Chairman, when I addressed this body last year, I said that the international community stood at a crossroads that would determine whether multilateral arms control institutions could break away from Cold War-era thinking and address new and emerging threats. I also expressed the strong hope of my government that, collectively, we would opt for effectiveness and relevance.

Not long afterwards, President Bush expressed similar sentiments in an address delivered at Whitehall Palace in London. He observed that, "international organizations must be equal to the challenges facing our world, from lifting up failing states to opposing proliferation." He further stated that, "the success of multilateralism is not measured by adherence to forms alone, the tidiness of the process, but by the results we achieve to keep our nations secure."

Two days later, on November 20, 2003, President Bush and British Prime Minister Tony Blair issued a Joint Statement on Multilateralism. The Joint Statement emphasized that, "Effective multilateralism, and neither unilateralism nor international paralysis, will guide our approach."

Mr. Chairman, from the perspective of the United States, progress over the past year toward our goal of effective multilateralism in the area of arms control and disarmament has been mixed.

On the positive side, the United States was very pleased with the enthusiastic reaction to the resolution that we introduced last year on the revitalization of the First Committee. The interest shown in it by so many delegations and its adoption by consensus demonstrated that many U.N. Member States agree that this Committee needs to change its ways of doing business.

The United States also welcomes the valuable recommendations submitted by governments to the secretary-general on practical ways to improve the effectiveness of the methods of work of the First Committee. Our Delegation has tabled a draft resolution that will incorporate many of those suggestions. We already are consulting with other delegations and with both regional and political groups, closely and in an open manner, to ensure that our draft resolution incorporates all good ideas, no matter where they originate. This is a joint effort, and we shall continue to rely on the active participation and support of all delegations in developing a consensus text.

Mr. Chairman, the United States has called for the revitalization of the First Committee not just because Americans like efficiency -- though we do -- but because only a more effective Committee can give today's priority security issues the full consideration that they deserve. The international community has confronted some of these issues for decades; others have emerged only recently. This year at the Conference on Disarmament [CD], my government has endorsed efforts to address two separate threats to international peace. We believe firmly that this Committee also can contribute importantly to the maintenance of international peace and security.

Candor requires us to admit, Mr. Chairman, that we are dismayed by the current state of the multilateral arms control machinery. Surely, the United States is not alone in this feeling. Even though the CD tackled a broader range of issues this year, it remained deadlocked over its program of work and failed, for the eighth consecutive year, to make progress on its essential function -- the negotiation of multilateral arms control and disarmament agreements.

In an effort to break the logjam, the United States this year called for the initiation of two negotiations at the CD: the rapid conclusion of a Fissile Material Cutoff Treaty (FMCT), using a new approach, and a ban on the sale or export of persistent landmines.

Mr. Chairman, ending the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons would enhance global strictures against the proliferation of nuclear weapons. The negotiation of a legally binding treaty banning the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons or nuclear explosive devices is a goal that the international community long has endorsed as an important step to reduce nuclear dangers. At the same time, the United States has concluded that effective international verification of an FMCT is not realistically achievable. Our Delegation calls on the CD to begin such negotiations as soon as possible after it reconvenes in January.

One important advantage of negotiating an FMCT without verification provisions is that it will be possible to conclude such a negotiation far faster than would be the case with an FMCT that sought to achieve effective verifiability. I note in this connection that the Final Document of the 2000 NPT [Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons] Review Conference expressed the hope that it would be possible to complete negotiations on an effectively verifiable FMCT within five years of their commencement. This, of course, would only bring us to the point where the treaty would be signed and submitted to governments for ratification. Entry into force would only come years later.

We believe that this is too long to wait; many of the benefits that we all hope to achieve with an FMCT will be lost if we proceed down a path that will delay entry into force for roughly a decade. If we are serious about ending the production of fissile material for nuclear weapons, we should agree to a normative, legal ban as soon as possible, while such a ban could still have important, practical meaning in curbing the growth of nuclear weapon stockpiles. The United States believes that we have identified an approach that can shorten this period considerably.

Our CD proposal on landmines, Mr. Chairman, is intended to help end the humanitarian crisis created by persistent landmines. According to some estimates, persistent landmines cause 10,000 to 20,000 casualties every year. Because these mines can remain active for an indefinite period, they remain dangerous to civilians for many decades after any legitimate need has passed. This initiative in the CD will complement the ongoing effort in the context of the Convention on Conventional Weapons [CCW] to bring anti-vehicle landmines under further international controls.

While the CCW deals in particular with the use of landmines, the CD is the international community's primary forum for multilateral arms control negotiations. As such, it is well suited to address issues such as the sale and export of mines. The U.S. proposal on landmines also provides a subject for the CD to focus on, thereby enabling it to get back to work after eight years of stalemate. It will complement, not compete with, other agreements or proposals, and we urge our negotiating partners in Geneva to consider this proposal on its merits.

The United States believes that these two items would constitute a realistic work program for the CD. The truth of the matter is that the Conference could not realistically deal with many more issues after eight years of inactivity. In any event, as a number of delegations have stated in Geneva this year, the CD is unlikely in the future to reach a consensus that any other proposals are ripe for negotiation.

Mr. Chairman, while things have been bad at the CD, they have been decidedly worse at the United Nations Disarmament Commission (UNDC). In 2002, the UNDC failed even to meet. In 2003, the UNDC failed to reach agreement on the two issues that it had been studying for 3 years. The draft study on one of those issues, conventional confidence-building measures, enjoyed a substantial measure of agreement, and its adoption by the Commission could have had some practical impact. This year, despite months of meetings and informal consultations, the UNDC failed to come to a consensus even on its agenda, despite the flexibility shown by many delegations. The United States believes that this year's UNDC resolution should instruct the UNDC to dedicate its 2005 session solely to identifying ways to improve the effectiveness of its methods of work.

Mr. Chairman, the NPT Review Conference next year is occurring at a time of unprecedented challenge to the Treaty's nonproliferation goals. Over the past decade, the international community has witnessed deliberate violations of Articles II and III of the Treaty and an announcement of withdrawal. Events of the past year have underscored the gravity of the threat.

One year ago, the international community knew nothing of the Libyan nuclear weapons program. The Libyan government wisely chose to reveal and eliminate it, however, and with U.S. and U.K. assistance, and IAEA [International Atomic Energy Agency] verification, that now has been accomplished.

The end of Libya's nuclear program also led to the public revelation of the clandestine Khan network, and the United States, the United Kingdom, and many other governments have shut it down. These developments made clear that additional measures are needed to strengthen the NPT and the larger nuclear nonproliferation regime. President Bush's proposals of last February were aimed at that objective and at preserving the security benefits of the Treaty.

In addition, we continue to confront an overt nuclear weapons program in North Korea. North Korea's further violations of its IAEA safeguards obligations in December 2002 led the IAEA Board of Governors to refer the case to the Security Council in February 2003. North Korea has declared its withdrawal from the NPT, and continually threatens the international community with its claims of a "nuclear deterrent." Iran's efforts to acquire a nuclear weapons capability have led to multiple violations of its IAEA safeguards agreement under the NPT. This case remains under investigation by the IAEA, and a decisive Board of Governors meeting is scheduled for November.

These events undermine the security of all nations. The NPT Review Conference must confront these developments as a matter of urgent priority. The United States urges all NPT parties to approach the Review Conference as an opportunity to endorse common approaches that will help to ensure the long-term benefits of the NPT. We urge support for measures that will promote compliance with the Treaty's nonproliferation undertakings and remedy existing violations. In that regard, vigorous efforts to achieve universal acceptance of the IAEA Additional Protocol are essential. The United States Senate unanimously voted its consent to the ratification of the Additional Protocol last March, and we are working on the steps necessary to achieve its implementation as a matter of priority.

While there are significant differences among NPT parties on aspects of Treaty implementation, Mr. Chairman, we have in common the shared belief, as stated in the preamble of the Treaty, that "the proliferation of nuclear weapons would seriously enhance the danger of nuclear war." We also share an urgent concern that responsible states act to keep nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction out of the hands of terrorists. The NPT is a vitally important tool in furthering these goals. Let us work together to achieve an outcome of the Review Conference that reinforces the contribution of the NPT to global security.

I am aware, Mr. Chairman, that some argue that there is also a question of compliance by the nuclear weapon states with Article VI of the Treaty. With regard to the United States, any such suggestion is both unjust and untrue. Many of you were present when I briefed the NPT Preparatory Committee in the spring about U.S. actions in compliance with Article VI. Our written statement includes a summary of those actions.

The United States has dismantled more than 13,000 nuclear weapons since 1988. Worldwide, we have withdrawn from active service more than 3,000 tactical nuclear warheads, consisting of artillery shells, warheads for short-range missile systems, and Navy depth bombs. We dismantled the last of these 3,000 warheads in 2003. By doing this, we eliminated nearly ninety percent (90%) of our non-strategic nuclear weapons. With regard to strategic weapons, the United States has eliminated more than 1,000 strategic nuclear missiles, and strategic reductions will continue as set forth in the Moscow Treaty. Once the Moscow Treaty reductions are completed in 2012, the United States will have reduced about 80% of the strategic nuclear warheads that we had deployed in 1991. Reductions in the number of operationally deployed weapons have paved the way for a major reduction, announced earlier this year by the National Nuclear Security Administration, in the size of the total U.S. nuclear stockpile. By 2012, the United States nuclear stockpile will be the smallest that it has been in several decades. We also would note that the United States has not produced fissile material for use in nuclear weapons for fifteen (15) years. This is a moratorium that we intend to continue, and one that we once again call on others to adopt, pending the negotiation and entry into force of a legally binding FMCT.

To my surprise, many have criticized these steps, claiming that they are insufficient, not transparent, and are easily reversed. I would remind such critics that, 10 years ago, the United States declared that it would place nuclear material considered in excess of defense needs under international safeguards. We have honored that commitment with a vigorous program that has removed huge amounts of nuclear material from weapons that we have permanently destroyed. We are proud to confirm that, since 1994, the International Atomic Energy Agency has conducted visits on multiple tons of such material. Frankly, the United States cannot imagine a more meaningful or transparent disarmament measure.

The United States, Mr. Chairman, is proud of its arms control accomplishments, including our arms control collaboration with the Russian Federation. Along with our Russian partners, we hope to table a draft resolution here in the near future to demonstrate to the international community the progress that we have made in compliance with Article VI. We hope that our draft resolution will command a consensus.

Mr. Chairman, my government has made clear its support for the principle of "effective multilateralism." It certainly is the case that pursuing objectives in a multilateral setting takes longer and requires more effort. That, we think, is a reasonable price to pay for gaining widespread support in the international community for meaningful action on key questions. It would defy logic, however, to expect states to continue to rely on multilateral processes if doing so has the effect of preventing all action. Iraq is a controversial illustration of this principle; for reasons that others, perhaps, can best explain, Kosovo is a relatively non-controversial illustration of it.

President Bush emphasized in his speech at Whitehall Palace our strong desire to see multilateralism work. He stated: "America and Great Britain have done, and will do, all in their power to prevent the United Nations from solemnly choosing its own irrelevance and inviting the fate of the League of Nations. It's not enough to meet the dangers of the world with resolutions; we must meet those dangers with resolve." Those in this chamber who genuinely wish to see multilateralism work need to develop that resolve and the political will to support effective action against threats like nuclear proliferation and genocide in Africa.

The First Committee, Mr. Chairman, has taken some steps toward becoming more effective. It remains to be seen, however, whether the Committee is prepared this year to adopt measures that will make it a more effective and credible body. The time has come for the other multilateral bodies in the arms control and disarmament fields to recalibrate their own methods of work to see if they, too, can make themselves more relevant to today's world.

Mr. Chairman, the United States continues to believe in the potential of the First Committee to contribute in meaningful ways to the maintenance of international peace and security. While no delegation should be expected to support measures that run counter to the security interests of its nation, the United States of America stands ready to work in good faith with others in pursuit of measures that will enhance the security of us all. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

(end excerpt)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Experts Describe Work to Improve Cargo Security

(Supply chain security a major challenge since 9/11) (1220)

By Judy Aita

Washington File Staff Writer

New York -- The effort to protect shipments of goods around the world against terrorism and theft must involve not only governments but also manufacturers, suppliers and transportation experts at every point in the supply chain, some top security experts and business leaders say.

 

How can 5.8 billion tons of cargo shipped in 11 million containers on 46,000 vessels to 4,000 ports be watched each year?  With 80 percent of the world's cargo shipped in containers by sea and the economic loss from the detonation of a weapon of mass destruction (WMD) shipped via container estimated at $100 billion, terrorism and theft have become global risks of daunting proportions, they say.  

 

"After 9/11 it became apparent to everyone that a major task lay ahead:  that is the task of securing international supply chains so that global trade can occur at the rate it is and grow at the phenomenal rate it does every year," said Peter Tirschwell, editorial director of the Journal of Commerce newspaper.  Until the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, he said, "very little attention had been given to that question."

 

Stephen Flynn, a retired Coast Guard Commander and author of "America the Vulnerable," says that "one of the issues of our time is, ‘How do we protect global networks that are increasingly susceptible to our adversaries' targeting and exploiting them?'"

 

Public and private sector leaders met in New York October 5 to discuss security developments and ideas about how to improve their working relationships to ensure a secure, open, efficient, reliable and low-cost transportation network for the shipment of goods around the world.

 

"The fundamental thing we have to come to grips with here is that supply chain visibility and accountability is something that is central for security to be able to police systems," Flynn said.  "The more efficient the systems are, the less time there is for bad guys to do bad things."

 

Al-Qaida and other terrorists are bent on attacking modernity as well as attacking dominant military, economic and cultural powers, he said.

 

The United States depends upon global networks that lie largely outside its territory -- transportation, logistics, finance, energy, intellectual capital and information, Flynn said.  "The systems are incredibly vulnerable, and they are incredibly valuable," he said.  "They are the global networks that underpin basically the generation of wealth on the planet."

 

Worldwide imports and exports now each amount to about $6.5 trillion a year, said Joseph McGrath, president and chief operating officer of Unisys Corporation.  "Countries around the world are economically interdependent.  Being economically interdependent, they are therefore equally vulnerable" to disruptions in the supply chain whether from a strike, natural disaster or terrorism.

 

"When a container comes into the port of New York, for example, we must be sure it is Nikes, not nukes," McGrath said, contrasting the Nike brand of sneakers with nuclear weapons. 

 

"Private and public partnerships are probably more critical in this area than any other area in government because it truly needs to be seamless and it needs to deal with all the regulatory and risk management issues," McGrath said.

 

McGrath said that the typical shipping container can pass through 17 handoffs, each posing a new risk. He used as an example a cargo shipment from Karachi, Pakistan, destined for an Illinois department store.  The delivery of 75,000 shirts in 600 cartons involved four modes of conveyance -- truck, container truck, feeder vessel and container ship.  The cargo went through the territories of Pakistan, India, Sri Lanka, Canada and the United States, and crossed the Suez Canal, the Arabian Sea, the Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean.  The shipment took 75 days.

 

At any point along the way, he said, there is a risk of theft or of smuggling illicit drugs, weapons such as AK-47s or rocket-propelled grenades or of hitchhikers such as the presumed terrorist who was found hiding inside a container with airport maps and a phony mechanic's identification.

 

Elaine Dezenski, director of cargo and trade policy at the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, said, "We all agree that the number one threat we are dealing with is weapons of mass destruction.  That is a given. ... where it comes in terms of vulnerabilities along the supply chain could be at any point and it deserves a zero-tolerance approach."

 

U.S. policy "has been moving toward 100 percent screening for WMD through radiation detection," Dezenski said.

 

It is simply not possible to inspect every container, she said, pointing out that the problem has forced governments, port authorities and companies to devise ways to use information, risk assessment, technologies, and human resources to pinpoint high-risk cargo.

 

"Information is critical in that we need the best information out there to make a risk assessment on cargo coming into the country," Dezenski said.  "It is the integrity of that information combined with intelligence and other types of information that we use to make a determination on the admissibility of a piece of freight."

 

"The better that information is, the earlier we get that in the supply chain, the more robust our decision can be in terms of making that admissibility decision," she said.  "That is why we need it sooner, earlier, in order to make that risk assessment decision which will allow us to focus the resources we have more effectively."

 

Norman Inkster, a noted security expert and former president of Interpol, the worldwide clearinghouse for police information, said that the realities of business in the 21st century is that Western countries have outsourced much of what their economies need to areas of the world that are more dangerous and over which they have very little control in respect to securing the supply chain.

 

The major challenge for international business now is assessing the ability of any country to deal with the problem of securing the supply chain when determining how much to outsource, Inkster said.

 

Dezenski and Inkster agreed that neither governments nor industries can do the job alone, that both have to share the responsibility.  And that goes for both developed and developing countries, they said.   There is a need for an internationally approved set of standards, they said.

 

"Governments have the responsibility to development programs; shippers have a responsibility to carry them out," Inkster said.

 

The participants said that the United States has accomplished a lot in the three years since the terrorist attacks of 9/11. Specifically, it has: 

-- Instituted a "24-hour rule" that requires cargo manifests be given to U.S. customs agents 24 hours before the container leaves port for the United States,

-- Forged partnerships with foreign ports for the inspection of cargo outside the United States, and

-- Made improvements in technology to inspect cargo.

 

One unusual outcome Tirschwell cited has been that the private sector, contrary to its usual position, is advocating more government regulations, both to set standards for and to regulate security requirements.  "Today we have a voluntary system that needs to be made more secure," he said.

(The Washington File is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State.  Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Transcript: United States Supports Libyan Weapons Plant Conversion Plan

(Libya says plant would manufacture low-cost pharmaceuticals) (2190)

The United States supports Libya's request to convert a former chemical weapons plant into a pharmaceutical plant, a U.S. ambassador says.

Libya has asked the international chemical weapons organization if it can convert a former weapons plant at Rabta into a plant to manufacture low-cost pharmaceuticals to treat some of the most serious diseases facing the African continent and the developing world. Libya wants to produce drugs to treat HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis.

"The United States supports Libya's proposal," U.S. Ambassador Eric Javits said October 12 during the opening session of the executive council of the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons.

Javits said that Libya's request to convert its Rabta facility is the most important issue facing the group.

The Libyan request is in line with existing provisions of the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) allow the destruction of weapons and facilities after deadlines have expired. If approved, he said, Libya's proposed solution would also be available to any future government joining the convention.

United States considers Libya's proposal of great importance, both for its immediate benefits and also as an inducement toward universal adherence to the CWC, he said.

Javits also addressed the need for CWC members to implement their obligations under the convention and noted the unanimous passage in April of a U.N. Security Council resolution requiring U.N. members to have effective export and transshipment controls, to criminalize the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, and to secure all related materials under their control. He said the fact that some states have not designated a national authority to implement the convention is "scandalous."

In other CWC matters, Javits said the United States is:

-- Encouraged that progress is being made toward CWC universality by 2007; and

-- Concerned that the verification plan for the U.S. chemical weapons destruction facility at Aberdeen, Maryland, has remained under consideration without being approved for over a year.

Following is the transcript of Javits' remarks:

(begin transcript)

Thirty-eighth Regular Session of the Executive Council

of the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW)

Ambassador Eric M. Javits, Head of the U.S. Delegation

Opening statement to the Executive Council of the OPCW

The Hague, The Netherlands

October 12, 2004

Mr. Chairman, Mr. Director-General, Distinguished Delegates,

Our meeting this week is an especially important one. Our agenda addresses key issues that will shape the future of this organization. Because of their importance, these issues are not always easy. But we have demonstrated in our deliberations and decisions of the last two years a collegial spirit. I am confident that with continued goodwill and cooperation, this week we will be able to take the decisions we must to advance the goals of the Chemical Weapons Convention. I pledge the full cooperation and support of the United States delegation to that effort.

The most important question before the Council is the proposal by Libya, with the support of 17 other States Parties, for a technical change to the Convention to allow conversion of the facility at Rabta. Libya desires to convert the Rabta chemical weapons production facility to produce low-cost pharmaceuticals to treat AIDS, malaria, and tuberculosis throughout the African continent and the developing world. The United States supports Libya's proposal. As the Director-General has previously reminded us, under Article XV of the Convention this Council has an obligation to make a clear, unambiguous recommendation to the States Parties to either accept or reject Libya's proposal: this is not a matter we can defer.

The proposed technical change is fully consistent with the Convention and transparent to all States Parties. It would allow the Executive Council to set the deadline for submission of a request to convert a chemical weapons production facility, and the Conference to establish the earliest practicable deadline for completion of the conversion.

This approach is based, in part, on similar Convention provisions for destruction of chemical weapons and chemical weapons production facilities when deadlines have expired for an acceding State. The proposal will work not just for Libya, but for any future acceding State that may possess a chemical weapons production facility and legitimately wish to convert it for purposes not prohibited by the Convention. The United States is committed to the principle of "equal treatment;" what applies to Libya shall also apply to future acceding States. The adoption of this technical change will correct a disincentive for non-member states to accede to the Convention. In short, the United States places great importance on adoption of this technical change by the Council, not only for the immediate benefit which will accrue to people in Africa and developing nations, but for the contribution it will make toward achieving universal adherence to the Convention.

Mr. Chairman, I would also like to discuss the action plan for implementation of Article VII obligations. The United States believes that full implementation of Article VII is a crucial challenge for this organization.

Every delegation here is aware of the unanimous adoption last April of United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540. This was, in our view, an appropriate response to a very clear and present threat to global peace and security. The fundamental objective of this important resolution is to keep weapons of mass destruction and their means of delivery out of the hands of terrorists and rogue regimes.

The resolution requires states to enact effective export and transshipment controls, criminalize the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, and secure all related materials within their borders. By requiring all U.N. member states to adopt and enforce effective legal and regulatory standards to prevent proliferation, Resolution 1540 sharply underscored the need for full implementation of Article VII.

The status report before us is much clearer and more focused than previous reports. That has made even more apparent the substantial amount of work needed before the Tenth Conference of the States Parties next year. We are encouraged by the information that many State Parties are working on legislation and other measures to fulfill their Article VII obligations. We are, however, concerned by the relatively meager results to date. It is scandalous that some States Parties have not even designated a National Authority.

We note States Parties' active engagement in the numerous national implementation and national authority conferences that have been held around the world, and in active bilateral efforts involving the Technical Secretariat or States Parties that have offered assistance. The United States continues to pursue bilateral contacts, coordinate efforts with the Technical Secretariat, respond to inquiries from States Parties, and participate in regional workshops. We believe that such efforts, by both States Parties and the Secretariat, must continue and even be intensified. As always, the United States stands ready to help nations seeking to fulfill their Article VII obligations.

We need to robustly coordinate and monitor these activities and State Party efforts to meet Action Plan requirements over the coming year. This includes compiling information on requests for assistance and the types of assistance States Parties require, identifying member states that can provide such assistance, and, most importantly, tracking the progress of individual States Parties in meeting their obligations. This will provide us with a transparent, factual basis for our deliberations at the culmination of the Action Plan.

In the end, though, each State Party is responsible for meeting its own commitments. We are confident that the large majority of member states will follow through and be in compliance by the time of CSP-10 (Conference of States Parties) a year from now. At that point, member states will need to consider how to deal with those who still have not fulfilled their Article VII obligations.

We are encouraged that real progress is being made toward achieving universality by 2007, as indicated by the historic decision of Libya to join, and by the recent accessions of the Solomon Islands and Sierra Leone. We look forward to welcoming others as States Parties, including Iraq once its duly elected government is in place. The United States must reiterate, however, the importance of improving coordination within the Technical Secretariat (TS) and between the TS and member states in efforts to encourage States not Party to join the CWC [Chemical Weapons Convention].

Mr. Chairman, as everyone here is aware, we are engaged in extensive work to prepare the organization's budget for 2005. This budget is particularly significant, as it will be the first one completed in a results-based budgeting format. That format is something of a work in progress, and needs to be further refined, but we are moving toward a document that defines in a more measurable way what we expect the Technical Secretariat to accomplish, and why. If we are to make effective use of limited resources, and achieve real, lasting results, then this is a reform that is greatly needed.

Let me make clear that the United States supports the overall increase requested by the Director-General and the broad outlines of the budget and programme that he has put forward. We believe that it meets the requirements of the organization to carry out the various tasks assigned by the Conference of the States Parties or required by the Convention.

We appreciate the exhaustive efforts of the co-facilitators, Gordon Eckersley of Australia and Ian Mundell of Canada to ensure full transparency for both member states and the Technical Secretariat. We also appreciate the information provided by the TS in response to requests from delegations. We understand that during the course of this Council session, there will continue to be in-depth discussion on the 2005 budget and programme. I must emphasize the importance of reaching at least an informal, tentative agreement on the budget before the Conference of States Parties meets. Resolving our differences in that much larger, very busy setting, with only a few days and a crowded agenda, will only be more difficult.

I am pleased to note that since our last session, as we reported during Monday's informal meeting on CW [chemical weapons] destruction, the U.S. has recently started up a fourth continuously operating CW destruction facility, located in Umatilla, Oregon. Two other facilities are already constructed and, If all goes as planned, will commence operations during 2005. 

As we all know, the Technical Secretariat, with the endorsement of both the Conference of States Parties and the Review Conference, has been actively exploring means of "optimizing" the use of verification resources -- finding ways to verify destruction more efficiently, without sacrificing effectiveness. The TS has already implemented such measures in India and Russia.

As the State Party that currently has the largest number of operating CW destruction facilities, it is important for us to work closely with the TS in developing acceptable and feasible approaches for each U.S. facility. Important progress has been made, as those of you who attended yesterday's informal consultations will have heard in some detail. The Technical Secretariat is currently testing some of these ideas and approaches at a U.S. CW destruction facility to assess their feasibility and verification effectiveness.

I want to emphasize our commitment to an open and transparent process working cooperatively with the TS on "optimizing" verification resources and informing member states of the outcomes. We want the Council to understand what is being done at our facilities and to feel confident in its effectiveness.

With regard to industry issues, we are disappointed that there are no items ready for a decision at this Council session. Numerous important issues need to be addressed, and it is necessary for the OPCW to come to grips with them. For example, a recent TS report indicates that only 22 percent of States Parties submitted their 2003 Annual Declarations on Past Activities within the Convention timeline. We request the Technical Secretariat to continue issuing these reports to ensure that States Parties remain aware of the problem and urge that delegations and the Technical Secretariat vigorously pursue a solution to the problem of late submission of declarations. This will become increasingly critical as we move the organization toward electronic submissions.

There are other long-standing issues, as well, that need political attention. For example, we are concerned that the verification plan for the U.S. chemical weapons destruction facility at Aberdeen, Maryland, has remained under consideration without being approved for over a year. During this period, the facility has been conducting destruction operations. We are fully aware of the importance of this issue to certain delegations and the sensitivities involved, and we are committed to finding a mutually acceptable resolution. I want to emphasize, however, that failure to reach a decision undercuts not only the authority of the Council but also the verification provisions of the Convention. As such, it can no longer be considered a bilateral issue, but one that affects all member states.

Mr. Chairman, let me conclude by reiterating the commitment of the United States to working with you, the Director-General and other States Parties to move ahead on the important work that is before us. Thank you.

(end transcript)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Text: U.S. Supports Libyan Proposal to Convert Weapons Facility

(Chemical weapons plant would be converted to pharmaceutical use) (450)

The United States supports a Libyan request for a technical change in the Chemical Weapons Convention, allowing Libya to convert a chemical weapons facility into a pharmaceutical plant to produce medications to fight HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis for use in Africa.

"We strongly support redirecting this equipment to pharmaceutical production for the benefit of the developing world," said a State Department spokesman in an October 13 statement.

Under the current provisions of the convention, Libya would be required to raze its facility at Rabta. The Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons will decide whether to accept the proposed change in the convention within the coming week.

Following is the statement from the State Department spokesman:

(begin text)

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Office of the Spokesman

October 13, 2004

QUESTION TAKEN AT THE OCTOBER 13, 2004 DAILY PRESS BRIEFING

Strong United States Support for Libyan Chemical Weapons Convention Request

Question:  Is the United States in support of a change to the Chemical Weapons Convention requested by Libya?  What does the United States want to see changed?

Answer:  The United States is very supportive of Libya's request for a technical change to the Chemical Weapons Convention to allow for conversion of the chemical weapons production facility at Rabta.  Libya wants to use some of the equipment and buildings from this chemical weapons facility to produce low-cost pharmaceuticals to treat HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis for use mainly in Africa.

Under the Chemical Weapons Convention, Libya would normally be required to raze these buildings to the ground and destroy all equipment.  Libya has proposed a "technical change" (a minor change that does not rise to the level of an amendment) to the Chemical Weapons Convention that would allow for conversion of this facility to peaceful uses.  Seventeen States Parties, including the U.S., co-sponsored the proposal.

The U.S. supports the proposal both because it makes sense in this particular instance -- we strongly support redirecting this equipment to pharmaceutical production for the benefit of the developing world -- and because it provides a means of dealing with similar situations if they arise in the future.  The process of conversion, and the facility once converted, will be subject to international verification to ensure that no materials are misused for chemical weapons purposes.  The Executive Council -- the 41-member executive body of the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons, which implements the treaty -- must decide this week whether to endorse the proposed technical change.  Our Ambassador made a strong statement October 12 explaining our position and urging other Executive Council members to support the proposal.

(end text)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Islamic African Relief Agency Aiding Terrorists, U.S. Government Says

(U.S. treasury secretary says IARA aided al-Qaida and other such groups) (360)

By Charles W. Corey

Washington File Staff Writer

Washington -- The U.S. Department of the Treasury October 13 announced its determination that the global network of the Islamic African Relief Agency (IARA) and five of its senior officials have been providing financial contributions to terrorist organizations.

The determination blocks all accounts, funds and assets of IARA in the United States and criminalizes the provision of money or support to any of the organization's more than 40 offices in the United States and worldwide.

In a written statement, Treasury Secretary John W. Snow said, "This action marks another crucial step in the United States Government's continuing efforts to close down the conduits that allow terrorists to raise and move money."

The international offices of IARA, headquartered in Khartoum, Snow said, "were providing direct financial support to Osama bin Laden, al-Qaida, Hamas and other terrorist groups.

"Today's action shuts down financial channels that were being used to propagate terrorist activity."

Snow said terrorists are intently seeking "to abuse charitable networks and organizations for their evil purposes."

"Today's action," Snow said, "highlights the important role of designations in the war on terrorist finance: freezing assets that might otherwise have been used to support terrorists; preventing future funds from flowing through tainted channels; and making clear to the public and our international partners the conduits being used to fuel terrorism."

Snow called the designation process "a key weapon in our arsenal to combat terrorism" but cautioned, "It represents just one of the tools at our disposal.

A host of U.S. government agencies work hand in hand to combat terrorist networks from every angle of attack, Snow explained.  "The tools and expertise of our colleagues in law enforcement agencies, as well as the intelligence and diplomatic communities, all play indispensable roles in this fight," he added.

Under President Bush's leadership, Snow said, 393 individuals and entities have been designated as terrorists or terrorist facilitators and, working in concert with its global partners, the United States has frozen more than $142 million in terrorist-related assets.

(The Washington File is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State.  Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Text: USTR Zoellick Urges EU to Lift Sanctions Over Export Tax Breaks

(Bill passed by Congress meets United States' WTO obligations, he argues) (720)

U.S. Trade Representative Robert Zoellick has urged the European Union (EU) to lift retaliatory tariffs against imports from the United States because Congress has passed a bill repealing corporate export tax breaks ruled illegal by the World Trade Organization (WTO).

The Office of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) issued Zoellick's statement October 14, one day after the Financial Times reported comments from EU trade commissioner Pascal Lamy asserting that removing the sanctions now would be premature.

The underlying goal of the bill Congress passed is resolution of a longstanding dispute with the EU over U.S. corporate tax breaks to exporters under the Foreign Sales Corporation (FSC) law, and its successor regime, the Extraterritorial Income Act (ETI).

Under the FSC/ETI provisions, the income tax on certain U.S. manufactured goods for export is reduced from the ordinary 35 percent rate to 27-32 percent.

The WTO has repeatedly ruled that the FSC/ETI provisions violate international trade rules and has authorized the EU to impose up to $4 billion in retaliatory tariffs on U.S. exports. The EU began in March to impose tariffs of 5 percent on a wide range of U.S. products and said the rate would increase by 1 percentage point a month up to 17 percent. As of October 1, the tariff rate was 12 percent.

President Bush has indicated he will sign the bill, which would phase out ETI export tax breaks for corporations over two years while reducing tax rates on domestic manufacturing in phases over five years from 35 to 32 percent.

Zoellick said that the bill would bring the United States into compliance with its WTO obligations.

We believe the concerns that prompted the EU to bring this action in 1997 have been addressed satisfactorily," Zoellick said. "We urge Europe to quickly move to end their tariffs on U.S. exports, so that trade can resume to the mutual benefit of both sides of the Atlantic."

In the Financial Times article, however, Lamy is reported as linking EU lifting of sanctions to certain conditions. One concerns the EU's WTO challenge against alleged U.S. subsidies to Boeing, filed in reply to the U.S. WTO challenge against alleged EU subsidies to Airbus. The other concerns EU findings about U.S. tax treatment of options by Boeing for selling aircraft.

Following is the text of the USTR press release:

(begin text)

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE

Executive Office of the President

Washington, D.C. 

October 14, 2004

USTR Zoellick Thanks Congress For Passing FSC-ETI Bill

WASHINGTON -- U.S. Trade Representative Robert B. Zoellick today thanked Congress for removing the Foreign Sales Corporation/Extra-Territorial Income (FSC-ETI) tax provisions of the tax code, within the larger tax measure that was approved over the weekend and on Monday.

The ending of the FSC-ETI provision was necessary to bring the United States into compliance with its international trade obligations, after the ruling in the World Trade Organization (WTO).

"I want to thank Congress for removing these FSC-ETI provisions of the tax code so that the United States can meet its international trade obligations.  In particular, I want to thank House Ways and Means Committee Chairman Bill Thomas and Senate Finance Committee Chairman Chuck Grassley, Ways and Means Ranking Member Charlie Rangel and Finance Committee Ranking Member Max Baucus for their leadership and perseverance, as well as House and Senate leaders from both sides of the aisle," Zoellick said.

"We recognize the difficulty and complexity of making tax code changes, and by bringing the United States into compliance with our international obligations, we believe the concerns that prompted the EU to bring this action in 1997 have been addressed satisfactorily. We urge Europe to quickly move to end their tariffs on U.S. exports, so that trade can resume to the mutual benefit of both sides of the Atlantic."

The European Union has been levying an extra tariff on U.S. exports to Europe since last March, hurting American manufacturers and exporters. Starting at 5 percent, the tariff has been increasing at one percent each month since then. It is currently at 12 percent.

(end text)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Text: New U.S., Russian Crew on its way to International Space Station

(Expedition 9 crew will return to Earth October 23) (340)

The tenth crew of the International Space Station successfully rocketed into space October 13, beginning a six-month mission, according to a NASA press release.

A Soyuz spacecraft carried Station Expedition 10 Commander and NASA Science Officer Leroy Chiao and Flight Engineer Salizhan Sharipov to orbit along with Russian Space Forces Test Cosmonaut Yuri Shargin. Expedition 9 Commander Gennady Padalka, Flight Engineer and Science Officer Mike Fincke and Shargin will undock from the Station and return to Earth Saturday, October 23.

Information about the Space Station is available at http://spaceflight.nasa.gov/

Text of the NASA press release follows:

(begin text)

NASA

Press release, October 13, 2004

International Space Station Status Report: SS04-035

The tenth crew of the International Space Station successfully rocketed into space tonight beginning a six-month mission.

A Soyuz spacecraft carried Station Expedition 10 Commander and NASA Science Officer Leroy Chiao and Flight Engineer Salizhan Sharipov to orbit along with Russian Space Forces Test Cosmonaut Yuri Shargin.

The Soyuz launched at 11:06 p.m. EDT from the Baikonur Cosmodrome, Kazakhstan. At the time, the Station was flying about 230 miles above West Africa. With Sharipov at the controls, the Soyuz is on course to catch up and dock with the Station at 12:25 a.m. EDT Saturday. The hatches between the arriving Soyuz spacecraft and the Station will be opened at about 3:25 a.m. EDT Saturday.

Chiao and Sharipov will stay aboard the Station until April. Shargin will spend eight days onboard the Station conducting science experiments. Expedition 9 Commander Gennady Padalka, Flight Engineer and Science Officer Mike Fincke and Shargin will undock from the Station and return to Earth Saturday, Oct. 23.

Information about the crew's activities aboard the Space Station, future launch dates Station sighting opportunities is available on the Internet at: http://spaceflight.nasa.gov/ NASA will issue the next ISS status report following docking on Saturday, or earlier, if events warrant.

(end text)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Text: USAID to Fund Training of International Agricultural Scientists

(Wants U.S.-funded farm research to respond to poor countries' needs) (640)

The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) wants to train a new generation of international agricultural scientists and ensure that U.S.-funded agricultural research responds to the needs of developing countries, the agency says.

USAID officials discussed the agency's new agricultural strategy during a meeting with the Board for International Food and Agricultural Development (BIFAD) in Iowa, according to an October 13 press release. BIFAD is one of the agency's advisory groups.

The meeting was held in conjunction with a World Food Prize ceremony in Iowa and preceded World Food Day, to be observed October 16 internationally.

In September USAID awarded two grants totaling $24 million to Virginia Polytechnic Institute for research in integrated pest management and sustainable agricultural/natural resources management. USAID overseas missions can put up to $5 million of additional funding into each grant, the agency said.

One focus of the five-year grants is to train and mentor foreign agricultural educators and researchers in the United States and continue collaborations with the students after their return to their home countries, according to a second October 13 press release.

Following is the text of USAID's agricultural strategy release:

(begin text)

[U.S. Agency for International Development

Washington, D.C.

October 13, 2004]

USAID Unveils New Agriculture Strategy

DES MOINES, IOWA -- Training a new generation of international agricultural scientists and ensuring that U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) funded agricultural research responds to the most pressing food and agriculture issues facing the developing world topped the agenda of the Board for International Food and Agricultural Development (BIFAD), which met today at Iowa State University in Des Moines, Iowa.

Speakers addressing the advisory board included Iowan farmers who had lent their agricultural and business expertise abroad, including in Iraq, as well as Dr. Richard Mkandawire, representing the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD).

"USAID and the Board are eager to tap into the ideas of our colleagues abroad as well as our own agricultural sector as we set new priorities for our agricultural development research agenda," said Emmy Simmons, Assistant Administrator for Economic Growth, Agriculture and Trade.

BIFAD advises USAID on international food and agricultural issues. It helps set the research and education agenda of the Collaborative Research Support Programs (CRSPs), nine agricultural research programs based in U.S. universities that train, mentor, and collaborate with scientists in developing countries. At the meeting, Assistant Administrator Simmons announced the completion of a new USAID agriculture strategy, which directs Agency agricultural officers to help strengthen commercial agriculture while promoting sustainable practices.

In September, the Agency renewed two CRSPs, signing competitively awarded grants with Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University. Under these grants, Virginia Tech will manage research programs on integrated pest management and sustainable agricultural and natural resource management practices. The two five-year grants are valued at $12 million each.

BIFAD's fall meeting was held in conjunction with the 2004 World Food Prize ceremony to recognize outstanding contributions to the quality, quantity, and availability of food in the world. Appointed by the President, four of BIFAD's seven members must be from the U.S. university community. The Board receives technical, administrative and financial support from USAID.

Chaired by M. Peter McPherson, President, Michigan State University, the board also includes William DeLauder, President Emeritus, Delaware State University; Carol Lewis, Dean, School of Natural Resources and Agricultural Sciences, University of Alaska, Fairbanks; Anthony Laos, President & CEO, Stauffer Seeds, Omaha, Nebraska; Stewart Iverson, Jr., Dows, Iowa, Iowa State Senate Majority Leader; Sharon Quisenberry, Dean, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, Blacksburg; Mike Deegan, President & CEO, ACDI/VOCA, Washington, D.C.

BIFAD typically meets three times a year. All meetings are announced and open to the public.

(end text)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Text: NASA Stratospheric Monitoring Satellite Marks 20 Years in Orbit

(Instrument's ozone assessments led to Montreal Protocol) (970)

A NASA instrument that monitors Earth's upper atmosphere -- from volcanic eruptions to ozone holes -- marks 20 years in orbit, according to an October 13 NASA press release.

The Stratospheric Aerosol and Gas Experiment II (SAGE II) instrument was deployed in October 1984 from the Space Shuttle Challenger aboard the Earth Radiation Budget Satellite (ERBS). Originally scheduled for a two-year mission, SAGE II continues to give scientists a wealth of data on the chemistry and motions of the upper troposphere and stratosphere.

SAGE II is part of NASA's Earth Radiation Budget Experiment, a series of satellites launched in the mid -1980s that was designed to investigate how energy from the Sun is absorbed and re-emitted by the Earth -- one of the main processes that drive weather patterns.

Observations from the ERB satellite are also used to study the effects on the Earth's radiation balance from human activities -- burning fossil fuels and the use of chemicals -- and natural occurrences such as volcanic eruptions.

"While SAGE II is probably not the household name that say a Hubble is, it has had an impact on the average person, said Joe Zawodny, SAGE II science mission manager at NASA Langley. "The international ozone assessments have brought the international community to action in a rare and unified way via the Montreal Protocol, and subsequent amendments."

SAGE II also has measured the decline in the amount of stratospheric ozone globally and over the Antarctic since the ozone hole was first described in 1985.

Text of the NASA press release follows:

(begin text)

NASA/Goddard Space Flight Center

Press release, October 13, 2004

NASA experiment celebrates 20 years in orbit

From volcanic eruptions to ozone holes, a NASA instrument that monitors Earth's upper atmosphere marks twenty years in orbit.

The Stratospheric Aerosol and Gas Experiment II (SAGE II) instrument was deployed October 5, 1984, from the Space Shuttle Challenger aboard the Earth Radiation Budget Satellite (ERBS.) Originally scheduled for a two-year mission, SAGE II continues to give scientists a wealth of data on the chemistry and motions of the upper troposphere and stratosphere.

"The importance of the SAGE II data is helping to solve some exceedingly important societal issues like ozone depletion and greenhouse warming," said SAGE II principal investigator Dr. M. Patrick McCormick, Co-Director of the Center for Atmospheric Sciences at Hampton University, Hampton, Va. "SAGE II has been a defining experience for my career and me."

Managed by NASA Langley Research Center in Hampton, Va., SAGE II is part of NASA's Earth Radiation Budget Experiment (ERBE.) The series of satellites launched in the mid -1980s were designed to investigate how energy from the Sun is absorbed and re-emitted by the Earth -- one of the main processes that drive weather patterns. Observations from the ERB satellite are also used to study the effects on the Earth's radiation balance from human activities -- burning fossil fuels and the use of chemicals -- and natural occurrences such as volcanic eruptions.

"While SAGE II is probably not the household name that say a Hubble is, it has had an impact on the average person, said Joe Zawodny, SAGE II Science Mission Manager at NASA Langley. "The international ozone assessments have brought the international community to action in a rare and unified way via the Montreal Protocol, and subsequent amendments. One result of this action is the virtual elimination of CFCs (chemicals harmful to ozone) and the subsequent adoption of the new technology in consumer devices such as auto and home air conditioning, refrigeration, and industrial uses."

SAGE II has measured the decline in the amount of stratospheric ozone globally and over the Antarctic since the ozone hole was first described in 1985. "The number one impact SAGE II data have had on the global scientific community is most certainly the 20 years of high quality ozone measurements and the ability to monitor the ozone profile for trends and changes throughout the stratosphere," added Zawodny. "The understanding of the mechanisms behind the Antarctic Ozone Hole was derived partly from SAGE II ozone and polar stratospheric cloud data."

Polar stratospheric clouds (PSCs) act as a medium to create ozone-destroying chemicals. And similar to ozone, SAGE II aerosol data have been important for determining the impact of volcanic aerosols on temperatures in the stratosphere and at the Earth's surface. Three months after the 1991 Mt. Pinatubo eruption in the Philippines, scientists found that the stratospheric region at latitudes near Mt. Pinatubo had warmed 2.5-3o Centigrade (4.5- 5.4o Fahrenheit) due to the increased concentrations of aerosols.

SAGE II, built by (then) Ball Aerospace Systems Group, has added 18 years to the original mission life of twenty-four months on ERBS. However, the SAGE II experiment literally had a shaky start. After deployment from the Space Shuttle Challenger (STS-41G,) one of the ERBS' solar arrays -- the panels that provide power to the satellite -- failed to deploy. Challenger mission specialist, Astronaut Sally Ride, had to shake the satellite with the remote manipulator arm and then finally place the stuck panel into sunlight for the panel to extend.

"The public should appreciate the investment they made into a satellite mission that has exceeded all predictions and hopes of a long life," added McCormick. "And for its contributions to making Earth a better place now and for subsequent generations."

SAGE II is part of the Earth science research heritage under the NASA's Science Mission Directorate. Its Sun-Earth Mission is dedicated to understanding the Earth as an integrated system and applying Earth system science to improve the prediction of climate, weather, and natural hazards using the unique vantage point of space.

(end text)
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Text: USTR Delivers Regulatory Reform Recommendations to Japan

(Annual process intended to reduce regulation, promote trade and growth) (1410)

Deputy U.S. Trade Representative Josette Sheeran Shiner presented a lengthy list of recommendations for regulatory and economic structural reform to the government of Japan on October 14, according to a press release issued by the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) the same day.

The recommendations, submitted as part of the U.S.-Japan Regulatory Reform and Competition Policy Initiative (Regulatory Reform Initiative), were designed to help sustain Japan's renewed economic growth and to open markets for U.S. companies. 

"An open, competitive market is critical for our trade relationship with Japan, and regulatory reform is key to achieving that," Shiner said. "Our continuing work with Japan to clear away the thicket of regulations that has clogged commerce and hindered the growth in that country has worked to create a significantly improved business environment and expanded market access opportunities." 

Shiner delivered the recommendations to Japan's deputy foreign minister, Ichiro Fujisaki, in Washington.

Every year in the fall, the two governments exchange reform recommendations under the initiative, which was  launched by President Bush and Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi in 2001 as a key component of the U.S.-Japan Economic Partnership for Growth. The recommendations serve as the basis for an annual report to the two leaders, specifying reform measures to be taken by each side. USTR and the Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs each take the lead for their respective governments.

In 2004, the United States placed special emphasis on Japan's plans to privatize important government entities, such as the country's postal businesses, which heavily influence financial and insurance industries. 

"Japan Post privatization should be market-oriented and carried out in a transparent way that establishes a level playing field for all participants in the market," said Shiner.

Shiner praised an October 12 statement by Prime Minister Koizumi before the Japanese Diet. The premier said that Japan's development depends on structural economic reforms.

The deputy USTR said the United States also applauds the work of Japan's Council for the Promotion of Regulatory Reform, which has helped to advance Prime Minister Koizumi's ambitious economic reform agenda.

The 64-page proposal includes recommendations in several areas, including information technologies, telecommunications, medical devices and pharmaceuticals, energy, antitrust enforcement, commercial law reform, dispute resolution, financial services and barriers to imports of agricultural goods. Working groups will begin to meet before the end of 2004 to consider the reform recommendations. Those initial meetings will be followed by a deputies-level meeting in early 2005. 

"Successful regulatory and structural reform cannot be achieved with quick fixes, but instead requires a relentless commitment to change and the determination to challenge the status quo," Shiner said.

Following is the full text of the USTR press release:

(begin text)

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES TRADE REPRESENTATIVE

Executive Office of the President

Washington, D.C.  20508

USTR Press Releases are available on the USTR website at www.ustr.gov

2004-78

For Immediate Release:                   

October 14, 2004              

Contact:       

Richard Mills / Neena Moorjani                                      

(202) 395-3230 

United States Calls on Japan to Bolster Regulatory Reform: Submits Far-Reaching Recommendations

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Deputy United States Trade Representative Josette Sheeran Shiner presented the Japanese Government today with extensive reform recommendations designed to help sustain Japan's recent return to growth and open markets for U.S. companies.  These recommendations build on significant progress achieved in recent years to reduce the myriad of regulations in Japan, including measures that have substantially lowered customs processing fees at Japan's international airports for express delivery services, reduced rates for calling mobile phones, and increased consumer choice in innovative medicines.  

"An open, competitive market is critical for our trade relationship with Japan, and regulatory reform is key to achieving that.  Our continuing work with Japan to clear away the thicket of regulations that has clogged commerce and hindered growth in that country has worked to create a significantly improved business environment and expanded market access opportunities," Shiner said.  

"Successful regulatory and structural reform cannot be achieved with quick fixes, but instead requires a relentless commitment to change and the determination to challenge the status quo.  We particularly welcomed Prime Minister Koizumi's October 12 statement to the Diet that 'there can be no rebirth and development for Japan without structural reforms,'" Shiner said.  

Submitted under the U.S.-Japan Regulatory Reform and Competition Policy Initiative (Regulatory Reform Initiative), the recommendations presented to the Japanese Government today cover key areas such as information technologies, telecommunications, medical devices and pharmaceuticals, energy, and competition policy.  

In this year's recommendations, the United States is placing a special focus on Japan's plans to privatize key government entities.  In particular, Prime Minister Koizumi is carrying out a bold plan to privatize Japan's postal businesses, a process that has important implications for fair competition in the banking, insurance, and express delivery sectors.  "Japan Post privatization should be market-oriented and carried out in a transparent way that establishes a level playing field for all participants in the market," said Shiner.  

The United States also applauds the work of the Council for the Promotion of Regulatory Reform (which has played a central role in advancing Prime Minister Koizumi's ambitious economic reform agenda) and commends the progress Japan has made to establish deregulation zones around the country to stimulate local growth.  In addition, the 64-page document includes key recommendations in the following areas:  

--Information Technologies:  Strengthen protection of intellectual property rights by extending the term of protection for sound recordings and other works, and by implementing stronger measures to stop online piracy of digital content; remove regulatory barriers to e-commerce and enhance the security of online transactions; reform e-government procurement to improve market access.  

--Telecom:  Reform Japan's interconnection regime for both fixed and mobile services to bring interconnection rates to competitive levels; make Japan's spectrum management and wireless licensing regime more flexible, transparent, and reliant on objective regulatory criteria.  

--Medical Devices and Pharmaceuticals:  Speed the approval processes for medical devices and pharmaceuticals to provide patients with timely access to advanced products; stimulate innovation through pricing reforms.  

--Energy:  Increase the competitiveness of Japan's gas and electricity markets and help reduce energy costs by providing greater opportunities for third-party access to transmission grids, pipelines, and gas terminal facilities.  

--Competition Policy:  Bolster antitrust enforcement by increasing administrative fines on Antimonopoly Act violators and by introducing a corporate leniency policy for whistleblowers; strengthen penalties against government officials who instigate bid rigging.  

--Transparency and Other Government Practices:  Improve Japan's public comment process to give the private sector more meaningful opportunities to input into the development of regulations; remove technical barriers that impede the import of agricultural goods.  

--Commercial Law Reform:  Permit modern merger techniques (i.e. triangular and cash mergers), and facilitate their use by affording them appropriate tax treatment.  

--Legal System Reform:  Facilitate resolution of legal disputes in Japan by promoting effective Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) processes that would include allowing non-lawyers to act as neutrals in ADR proceedings.  

--Financial Services:  Enhance Japan's no-action letter system; allow foreign banks to engage in trust and banking businesses on equal footing with domestic banks; permit lenders to satisfy disclosure requirements under Japan's Money Lending Business Law through e-notification.  

--Distribution:  Lower the cost of doing business in Japan by reducing landing and user fees at Japan's major international airports, which are among the highest in the world.  

Deputy USTR Shiner presented the recommendations to Deputy Foreign Minister Ichiro Fujisaki in Washington, D.C. today.  Each year, the two Governments exchange reform recommendations in the fall under the Regulatory Reform Initiative, which was launched by President Bush and Prime Minister Koizumi in 2001 as a key component of the U.S.-Japan Economic Partnership for Growth.  The recommendations serve as a basis for an annual report to the two leaders, specifying reform measures to be taken by each Government. USTR is the lead agency for the U.S. Government for this Initiative while the Ministry of Foreign Affairs takes the lead for the Japanese Government.  

Building on progress achieved over the past three years, the Working Groups will begin meeting this fall to consider this year's reform proposals.  These initial meetings will be followed by a deputies-level meeting early next year.  

A summary and detailed annex of the reform recommendations can be found on the USTR website.

(end text)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Text: Trade Restrictions Eased on Bald Eagles

(Move comes after species recovery, CITES finds) (770)

An international convention on endangered species has supported a U.S. proposal to ease trade restrictions on the bald eagle in light of the recovery of this North American bird population.

The decision came at the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Flora and Fauna (CITES), a meeting of 160 nations under way in Bangkok, Thailand.

"The downlisting of the bald eagle represents a true success story under CITES," said Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Interior David P. Smith in a press release. "We are pleased that the delegates were able to recognize the dramatic comeback of our national symbol."

The decision changes the classification of the bald eagle from Appendix I of the convention, in which any trade is judged detrimental to the species' survival, to Appendix II, in which some strictly controlled trade is acceptable.

The only practical effect of the change in the status of the eagle, according to the release, will be to ease trade between Native American tribes in the United States and Canada as they exchange eagle feathers and parts used in religious ceremonies.

The text of the press release follows:

(begin text)

U.S. Department of the Interior

Office of the Secretary

Contact: Tom Bauer in Bangkok

October 13, 2004 

66-02-229-3537 

International Trade Restrictions Eased for Bald Eagles

(BANGKOK, Thailand) - Member nations of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) approved a U.S. proposal to ease international trade restrictions on bald eagles, reflecting their improved status in the lower 48 states.

The only practical effect of the decision at the 13th biannual Conference of the Parties to transfer the bald eagle from Appendix I to Appendix II of the convention will be to make it less burdensome for Native American tribes in the United States and Canada to obtain the necessary permits to exchange eagle feathers and parts for religious purposes.

"The downlisting of the bald eagle represents a true success story under CITES," said Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Interior David P. Smith, alternate head of the U.S. delegation. "We are pleased that the delegates were able to recognize the dramatic comeback of our national symbol." 

The United States was praised on the floor of the conference by the delegate from Switzerland, who also serves as chair of the Animals Committee of CITES. He stated that the United States should be applauded for their highly successful conservation efforts and noted that the downlisting to Appendix II is what CITES is all about.

A CITES-regulated species may be included in one of three appendices to the Convention.

-- Appendix I includes species where it is determined that any commercial trade is detrimental to the survival of the species. Therefore, no commercial trade is allowed in Appendix I species. Noncommercial trade in such species is allowed if it does not jeopardize the species' survival in the wild. Permits are required for the exportation and importation of Appendix I species.

-- Appendix II includes species where it has been determined that commercial trade may be detrimental to the survival of the species if that trade is not strictly controlled. Trade in these species is regulated through the use of export permits. 

-- Appendix III includes species where there is some question as to the potential negative impact of commercial trade. Permits are used to monitor trade in native species. Any member may place a native species on Appendix III.

The proposal reflects the dramatic recovery of the bald eagle in the lower 48 states and the strong legal and regulatory protections in the United States, where it is currently listed as a threatened species under the Endangered Species Act. Bald eagle populations in Alaska never required the protection of the Act.

Bald eagles in the United States also are protected by the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940, the Lacey Act, and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. These laws prohibit commercial trade in bald eagles and almost all non-commercial trade collection or possession of bald eagles or their feathers or parts will still require a permit in the United States. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service issues permits only for bona fide scientific research, display of live animals in zoos, educational purposes with non-releasable birds, and religious purposes by Native Americans.

In Canada and Mexico, the bald eagle will continue to receive protections similar to those in the United States. Internationally, the bald eagle will still be subject to the protections of the CITES Appendix II listing.

(end text)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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U.S. Trade Deficit Rises in August to $54 Billion

(Higher oil prices drive growing gap, Department of Commerce says) (930)

Washington -- The U.S. trade deficit rose in August to $54 billion, its second-highest level ever, attributable in part to high oil prices, the Department of Commerce says.

In an October 14 news release, the department said the trade deficit rose by $3.5 billion in August from a revised figure of $50.5 billion for July.  The August figure fell just short of the record $55.0 billion trade deficit in June.

The overall deficit comprised a goods deficit of $57.4 billion and a services surplus of $3.4 billion, the Commerce Department said.

U.S. imports increased to $150.1 billion from $146.5 billion in July.  Exports grew slightly to $96.0 billion in August from $95.9 billion in July, according to the department.

The U.S. trade deficit with OPEC (Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries) rose sharply to $7.0 billion, up from $6.0 billion in July, Commerce said.  U.S. crude oil imports rose to 331.2 million barrels in August and the average price per barrel was $36.37, up from $33.28 the previous month.

In August the U.S. bilateral goods deficit with China reached a record $15.4 billion, far ahead of the $6.4 billion deficit with Japan. Other large deficits were reported with Canada, $6.6 billion; Germany, $3.9 billion; Mexico, $3.7 billion; Italy, $1.7 billion; South Korea, $1.5 billion; and Taiwan, $1.5 billion.

Following are some key figures:

U.S. GOODS AND SERVICES EXPORTS, IMPORTS AND TRADE BALANCE

Millions of dollars, on a balance of payments basis, seasonally adjusted

                      Trade

                    balance        Exports         Imports

Jan.-Dec. 2002     -421,735        975,940       1,397,675

Jan.-Dec. 2003     -496,508      1,020,503       1,517,011

Jan.-Aug. 2003     -329,768        666,187         995,955

Jan.-Aug. 2004     -393,479        752,311       1,145,790

August 2003         -40,185         84,105         124,290

August 2004         -54,041         96,028         150,069

U.S. GOODS EXPORTS, IMPORTS AND TRADE BALANCE

Millions of dollars, on a balance of payments basis, seasonally adjusted

                      Trade

                    balance        Exports         Imports

Jan.-Dec. 2002     -482,895        681,833       1,164,728

Jan.-Dec. 2003     -547,552        713,122       1,260,674

Jan.-Aug. 2003     -362,546        466,339         828,885

Jan.-Aug. 2004     -426,552        528,086         954,638

August 2003         -44,393         58,234         102,627

August 2004         -57,442         67,390         124,832

U.S. SERVICES EXPORTS, IMPORTS AND TRADE BALANCE

Millions of dollars, on a balance of payments basis, seasonally adjusted

                      Trade

                    balance        Exports         Imports

Jan.-Dec. 2002       61,160        294,107         232,947

Jan.-Dec. 2003       51,044        307,381         256,337

Jan.-Aug. 2003       32,778        199,848         167,070

Jan.-Aug. 2004       33,073        224,225         191,152

August 2003           4,208         25,871          21,663

August 2004           3,401         28,638          25,237

U.S. GOODS EXPORTS, IMPORTS AND TRADE BALANCE, BY COUNTRY

Millions of dollars, on a Census basis, not seasonally adjusted

                  Bilateral         August          August

                    balance        exports         imports

Total               -60,487         66,936         127,422

North America       -10,363         24,985          35,348

  Canada             -6,636         15,419          22,055

  Mexico             -3,727          9,565          13,293

European Union (25)  -9,568         13,544          23,112

Western Europe       -9,994         14,459          24,453

  Euro Area          -8,014          9,873          17,886

  European Union (15)-9,108         13,257          22,365

    Austria            -328            173             501

    Belgium             523          1,395             872

    Finland            -136            155             291

    France           -1,019          1,470           2,489

    Germany          -3,896          2,619           6,515

    Italy            -1,726            734           2,460

    Netherlands         923          2,024           1,101

    Spain              -147            493             641

    Sweden             -397            311             708

    United Kingdom     -517          2,936           3,453

    Other EU         -2,388            947           3,335

  European Free Trade

      Association      -622            917           1,539

    Norway             -509            118             628

    Switzerland         -87            784             871

    Other EFTA          -25             14              40

  Other Western Eur.   -264            286             549

Eastern Europe, Former

      Soviet Reps.   -1,410            652           2,062

  Hungary              -150             50             200

  Poland                -61             93             155

  Former Sov. Reps.    -908            392           1,301

    Russia             -760            234             994

    Other FSR          -148            159             307

  Other Eastern Europe -291            116             407

Pacific Rim         -26,196         17,330          43,526

  Australia             595          1,252             657

  China             -15,386          2,682          18,068

  Japan              -6,439          4,281          10,719

  Newly Industrialized

      Countries      -1,872          7,335           9,207

    Hong Kong           441          1,336             896

    South Korea      -1,454          2,340           3,794

    Singapore           623          2,022           1,399

    Taiwan           -1,481          1,636           3,118

  Other Pacific Rim  -3,093          1,781           4,875

South/Cent. America  -3,545          5,101           8,646

  Argentina             -29            305             334

  Brazil               -596          1,223           1,819

  Colombia             -307            351             658

  Other S/C America  -2,613          3,223           5,835

OPEC                 -7,044          1,808           8,852

  Indonesia            -764            186             950

  Nigeria            -1,404            132           1,536

  Saudi Arabia       -1,884            419           2,303

  Venezuela          -1,708            414           2,122

  Other OPEC         -1,283            659           1,942

Other countries      -4,423          3,186           7,609

  Egypt                 130            299             169

  South Africa         -221            284             504

  Other              -4,332          2,604           6,936

NOTE: Data on a Census basis reflect movement of goods into and out of the United States through U.S. Customs Service stations.  Balance-of-payments basis data adjust Census data to include products that bypass Customs, such as exports of military aircraft and imports of electricity from Canada.

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Transcript: White House Daily Briefing, October 14

(Trade, president's schedule) (1130)

White House Press Secretary Scott McClellan briefed reporters on Air Force One the morning of October 14 as they accompanied President Bush on a campaign trip to Las Vegas.

Following is the transcript of the White House briefing:

(begin transcript)

THE WHITE HOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

(Las Vegas, Nevada) 

October 14, 2004

PRESS GAGGLE BY SCOTT McCLELLAN

Aboard Air Force One

En route Las Vegas, Nevada

9:12 A.M. MST

QUESTION: What's your comment on the trade deficit?

MR. McCLELLAN: Well, what's your question on the trade deficit?

Q: Well, it's the second biggest in history, and it shows record imports from China. And it also indicates that the cost of oil is affecting --

MR. McCLELLAN: The way to create jobs here at home in America is to continue to open markets abroad for American products and producers. And as we do that, we need to make sure that there is a level playing field for American -- for Americans to compete on, because we can compete with anyone across the globe when the playing field is level. Also, you have oil prices that have gone up. Obviously, that has an impact. That's why the President has put forward a comprehensive plan, that's one of the very first things he did in office, to make America energy self-sufficient. We are dependent on foreign sources of energy right now. We need to reduce our dependency on foreign sources of energy. And the President's opponent has stood in the way of a comprehensive energy plan.

Q: Scott, is this the second time the President has come back to Air Force One to chat with us? I know he did it early in his presidency, but I don't recall if he's done that since.

MR. McCLELLAN: Well, he wanted to come back and --

Q: I'm just wondering is it the --

MR. McCLELLAN: Oh. You know, that may be right; that sounds right, but I'd have to double-check.

Q: Is he going to keep visiting us? I mean, he's such a fun guest.

MR. McCLELLAN: He was glad to come back here and visit with you all. He felt great about the debate last night. It was an opportunity for him to sharply contrast the substantive differences on the big issues facing the American people. And I think the President demonstrated that he is the strong finisher in this race, and the American people are starting to see that there are very real differences on the big priorities they face.

Q: Scott, was there some debate internally about how much and how the President should prepare for this third debate? Some of what you told us conflicted from what Dan Bartlett told us later, about whether the President would prepare formally or not.

MR. McCLELLAN: What conflicted?

Q: You said there would be no formal preparation --

MR. McCLELLAN: No, I didn't say that. I said -- and it was my understanding earlier in the day on -- what was it, Tuesday, that he -- I said Senator Gregg would be there later, he'd be visiting with staff, they'd be going through some things. And later in the day it ended up being that was going to be a formal one, and then the one the next day was less formal. So I told you -- I've always told you we'd keep you posted. So I disagree with that.

Q: Okay, thanks. Did -- but was there a sense that the President needed to buck up more between -- before the third debate than there was between the first debates?

MR. McCLELLAN: I think what has come out of all these debates is that there is a very clear choice in this election. There are big challenges that we continue to face: the war on terrorism, our economy, how we make health care more affordable and accessible for all Americans. And there are clear differences in how we move forward to address those challenges. The President has led decisively to put us on a -- to help us win the war on terrorism. He has acted to put us on a path to greater prosperity. And he is acting to reduce health care costs and make health care more affordable and accessible for more Americans. And that stands in stark contrast to Senator Kerry's out-of-the-mainstream record and his litany of complaints that he has offered during the election -- which does not add up to a plan. The President has a clear agenda for where he wants to lead this country.

Q: Is the President going to hit any of the -- any states in the next three weeks that aren't popular, conceived as -- popularly conceived as battlegrounds? Do you think he'll go to New Jersey?

MR. McCLELLAN: Well, obviously, at this stage in the campaign there's always a little bit of flexibility in the schedule, but we'll keep you posted on the schedule. In fact, I've got -- if you want the update now for Monday-Tuesday, I think -- and Saturday, one change to Saturday. Thank you, Mr. Deckard.

On Saturday, the one change was we had had him going to Melbourne, and now he's going to be going to Daytona Beach, Florida.

Q: Say that again?

MR. McCLELLAN: Well, let me go through the full Saturday, October 16th, in Florida. He'll make remarks at a Sunrise, Florida Victory 2004 rally. He'll make remarks at a West Palm Beach, Florida Victory 2004 rally. And then remarks at a Daytona Beach, Florida Victory 2004 rally. I think we were originally looking at Melbourne, but they're still recovering from some of the hurricane damage, so that's the updated schedule.

Q: Starting in Sunrise?

MR. McCLELLAN: Sunrise, yes. On Monday, the 18th, the President will sign the Department of Homeland Security Appropriations Act for 2005, in the Oval Office at the White House. Then he'll make remarks to the 2004 U.S. Olympic and Paralympic teams. That will be at the White House on the South Lawn. And then we will go to New Jersey -- here's an answer to your question, Arash -- where the President will make remarks at a Burlington County, New Jersey event, in Marlton, New Jersey. Then the President will attend a Victory 2004 dinner in Boca Raton, Florida. We'll overnight in St. Pete Beach, Florida. And on Tuesday, the 19th, the President will make remarks at a St. Petersburg, Florida Victory 2004 rally. He'll make remarks at a Newport Beach -- New Port Richey, I'm sorry, Florida Victory 2004 rally. Then remarks at The Villages, Florida Victory 2004 rally. And we're back at the White House that night, before hitting the campaign trail again.

And that's all I've got. Enjoy the rest of the flight. Thanks.

END 9:17 A.M. MST

(end transcript)
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Text: U.S. Urges Ukraine to Hold Free, Fair Presidential Election

(State's Boucher says campaign falling short of international standards) (490)

The United States is urging Ukrainian authorities to take steps to assure that the October 31 presidential election there will meet international standards, and to grant domestic and international observers "full access to the campaign and e lection-day processes."

State Department spokesman Richard Boucher expressed concern October 14 that the campaign in Ukraine has so far not met democratic norms and cited "serious violations [that] cast doubt on the Ukrainian government's commitment to its democratic obligations."

"Whether Ukrainians are allowed to exercise their right to a free and fair election and have their free expression of political will respected will significantly influence Ukraine's strategic course for the next decade," he said.

Following is Boucher's statement:

(begin text)

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Office of the Spokesman

October 14, 2004 

Statement by Richard Boucher, Spokesman

UKRAINIAN ELECTIONS

The 2004 presidential election represents one of the most important events in Ukraine since independence.  How the campaign, voting, and vote tabulation are conducted will determine the democratic credentials of Ukraine's next president.  Whether Ukrainians are allowed to exercise their right to a free and fair election and have their free expression of political will respected will significantly influence Ukraine's strategic course for the next decade.

This election offers Ukraine the opportunity to accelerate its development as a secure, independent, democratic, and prosperous country that integrates with European and Euro-Atlantic institutions, respects human rights and the rule of law, maintains mutually beneficial relations with its neighbors, and helps strengthen international peace and security.

We are deeply disappointed that the campaign to date has fallen short of international standards.  The disruption of opposition rallies, muzzling of independent media, misuse of "administrative resources," and other serious violations cast doubt on the Ukrainian government's commitment to its democratic obligations.

We urge the Ukrainian authorities to end immediately the ongoing violations of democratic norms, to allow Ukrainians to choose freely, and to adhere scrupulously to internationally accepted standards for tabulating and registering results on election day.  We further urge that observers, both domestic and international, be granted full access to the campaign and election-day processes.

We remain committed to support Ukraine's future as part of the Euro-Atlantic community.  We are prepared to work closely with any candidate who wins in a free and fair contest.  We are also prepared to move forward quickly on many issues of importance to Ukraine.  At the same time, if the election does fail to meet democratic standards, it would be unrealistic for Ukraine to expect realization of these aspirations.  We would also need to reexamine our relationship with those who engaged in election fraud and manipulation.

We urge Ukrainians to seize the opportunity presented by the election to strengthen their nation's rightful place in the community of democratic nations. Ukrainians deserve to choose freely -- and have their choice respected.

(end text)
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Text: U.S. Stresses Importance of Fighting Hate Crime, Collecting Data

(Ambassador Napper addresses Human Dimension Implementation Meeting) (1310)

The head of the U.S. delegation to a European human rights conference said October 12 that the United States supports "in the strongest possible terms" the appointment of a special representative on anti-Semitism for the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).

Ambassador Larry Napper told the OSCE Human Dimension Implementation Meeting in Warsaw, Poland, that the United States also supports the appointment of a second special representative to coordinate efforts to combat racism, xenophobia and discrimination. Both appointments, the United States believes, should be made before the December 6-7 OSCE ministerial meeting in Sofia, Bulgaria.

Napper went on to describe the history of hate crime legislation and of the collection of hate-crime statistics in the United States. 

"It is critical that law enforcement personnel at all levels vigorously prosecute these crimes, as inaction can send a message of indifference or even complicity to the victims and perpetrators and encourage copycat crimes," he said. 

However, it is difficult to develop effective law enforcement measures without accurate information, and thus participating states have agreed to forward data on incidents of anti-Semitism and other hate crimes each year to the OSCE's Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR).

"For countries that do not have reporting systems in place, or whose systems are not comprehensive, ODIHR is available to provide technical assistance," Napper said. He urged governments to "move quickly to create reporting systems or address shortcomings in existing systems." 

Another member of the U.S. delegation, Professor Frederick M. Lawrence, author of "Punishing Hate: Bias Crimes Under American Law," also spoke on monitoring and responding to hate crimes. He urged OSCE States to form partnerships with civic organizations, non-governmental organizations, schools and other entities within civil society to promote tolerance and understanding. His statement is available at

http://www.usosce.rpo.at/archive/2004/10/tolerance_HDIM_2004.pdf

The annual OSCE Human Dimension Implementation meeting reviews the implementation of commitments in the areas of human rights and democracy by OSCE participating states.

Following is the prepared text of Napper's statement:

(begin text)

United States Mission to the OSCE 

STATEMENT ON ENACTMENT AND ENFORCEMENT OF LEGISLATION TO COMBAT HATE-MOTIVATED CRIMES

As delivered by Ambassador Larry Napper, Head of Delegation,

to the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting, Warsaw

October 12, 2004

Mr. Chairman:

As we consider how to best continue and intensify our joint efforts to combat anti-Semitism and other forms of xenophobia, racism and discrimination, the United States wishes to state in the strongest possible terms our support for the appointment by the Chairman-in-Office of a Special Representative for anti-Semitism.  The United States also supports the appointment of a second Special Representative to coordinate efforts to combat racism, xenophobia and discrimination.  These appointments should be made prior to the Sofia Ministerial.

In the United States, hate crimes primarily are not treated as a distinct category of crimes per se, but rather, are common crimes such as assaults on persons or destruction to property that have been motivated by the perpetrator's bias or prejudice.  U.S. law reflects the fact that hate crimes occur because of who the victim is or who they are perceived to be.  It also recognizes that, in addition to harming the victim, such crimes also send messages of animosity and threat to an entire community.  This is the reason that the United States imposes a harsher penalty if victims have been targeted because they are believed to belong to a particular group than if they were simply victims of a random act of violence.  

The United States Congress first passed a federal law 40 years ago that criminalized certain crimes against "any person because of his race, color, religion or national origin."  In addition, 46 states and the District of Columbia have criminal laws that specifically prohibit hate crimes.  According to the Federal Bureau of Investigation, specific crimes, such as murder, manslaughter, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, motor vehicle theft, arson, forcible and non-forcible sex offenses, intimidation, destruction, damage or vandalism of property, and other crimes involving injury to any person or damage to property can be considered hate crimes when the victim is intentionally selected because of the actual or perceived race, religion, or ethnicity of the victim.  It is critical that law enforcement personnel at all levels vigorously prosecute these crimes, as inaction can send a message of indifference or even complicity to the victims and perpetrators and encourage copycat crimes.  

The United States has been collecting information about hate crimes for almost 15 years.  In 1990, Congress passed the federal Hate Crimes Statistics Act requiring the Attorney General to collect data each year about crimes that "manifest evidence of prejudice" motivated by a bias against "race, religion, sexual orientation, and/or ethnicity or national origin." As a result, collecting hate crimes data is now a permanent part of U.S. law enforcement.  

Under the Hate Crimes Statistics Act, local police forward information about bias motivated offenses to the U.S. Department of Justice, in conjunction with data they already transmit on crimes. The Department of Justice has developed a simple standardized format to ensure uniform documentation of hate crimes and has incorporated the requirement with other reporting duties to avoid overburdening local authorities.  Two Department of Justice manuals on reporting, The Hate Crime Data Collection Guidelines and the Training Guide for Hate Crime Data Collection further explain the U.S. approach, and is also available on the Internet at www.fbi.gov, ensuring the widest public access and increasing government accountability for data collection.  The result of these efforts produces a detailed nationwide study of statistics ready for analysis and scrutiny, rather than a mere snapshot of events.  This information allows police and policymakers to respond wisely to a range of problems.

Some examples from the Department of Justice's most recent report demonstrate the utility of these efforts. The 2002 Hate Crimes Statistics Report received information from 12,073 law enforcement agencies, which reported a total of 7,462 hate crime incidents in 2002. Race accounted for 48.8% of all hate crime incidents in the United States; 19.1% of the crimes were motivated by religious bias.  A review of the 4,393 offenses motivated by racial bias showed that 67.5% resulted from an anti-black bias, 20.2% resulted from an anti-white bias, and 6.1% resulted from bias against Asians or Pacific Islanders. Regarding religious bias crimes, 65.3% were directed against Jews, some 1,039 reported incidents that year.  Anti-Islamic bias motivated the crimes against 10.5% of religious bias incidents, anti-Catholic bias contributed to 4.3%, anti-Protestant bias accounted for 3.5%, and anti-Atheism or anti-Agnosticism bias contributed to 0.2%.  From this reporting, we can also determine that 26.2% of incidents with a religious bias occurred in residences or homes and 16.9% transpired at churches, synagogues or temples.  As you can see, knowledge is a powerful tool, allowing policymakers to address problems with precision.  

Vigorous investigations and prosecutions of hate crimes are critical. However, without accurate information, developing effective law enforcement measures is more difficult.  For countries that do not have reporting systems in place, or whose systems are not comprehensive, ODIHR is available to provide technical assistance.  Participating States have agreed to forward data on incidents of anti-Semitism and other hate crimes each year to ODIHR, so it is critical that governments move quickly to create reporting systems or address shortcomings in existing systems.    

[Another member of the U.S. delegation, Professor Frederick M. Lawrence, author of "Punishing Hate: Bias Crimes Under American Law," also spoke on monitoring and responding to hate crimes. His statement is available at

http://www.usosce.rpo.at/archive/2004/10/tolerance_HDIM_2004.pdf]

(end text)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Text: U.S. Urges Implementation of OSCE Commitments on Tolerance

(Amb. Stephan Minikes, Mark Levin address Human Dimension Implementation Meeting) (1580)

The United States is pleased with the commitments related to tolerance and non-discrimination made by states participating in the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and is eager to see those commitment implemented.

This was the message of two members of the U.S. delegation to the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting in Warsaw, Poland, October 12.

Stephan Minikes, U.S. ambassador to the OSCE, said many participating states still have neither hate crime legislation nor systems for tracking hate crimes, and nearly 20 states have yet to submit information on bias-related incidents to OSCE's Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR).

"We must do better in providing this information to ODIHR," he said.

Mark Levin, the executive director of NCSJ (founded as the National Conference on Soviet Jewry), reviewed the recent work of the OSCE's recent tolerance conference. There have been four conferences since the OSCE Ministerial Council meeting in Porto, Portugal, in 2002 drew attention to the rise in hate crimes.

"Nearly 30 years after the signing of the Helsinki Final Act, it is unconscionable that large numbers of people in the OSCE region are still exposed -- sometimes on a daily basis -- to anti-Semitic, racist, xenophobic or discriminatory acts," said Levin.

The annual OSCE Human Dimension Implementation Meeting reviews the implementation of commitments in the areas of human rights and democracy by OSCE participating States.

Following is the text of Minikes' statement followed by Levin's:

(begin text)

United States Mission to the OSCE

Warsaw, Poland

October 12, 2004

STATEMENT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF OSCE COMMITMENTS RELATED TO TOLERANCE BY PARTICIPATING STATES

As delivered by Ambassador Stephan M. Minikes

to the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting

Thank you, Mr. Moderator.

No country is immune from the disease of intolerance, which comes in many forms.  Yet democracy and security require -- for their very existence, their sustenance -- equality for all citizens, regardless of their race, color, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.

That is why OSCE participating States have agreed during the past year to take concrete steps to fight the evils of intolerance.  The Maastricht Ministerial Decision on Tolerance and Non-Discrimination, and the Berlin and Brussels Conferences, have produced useful commitments and recommendations that will help us fight racism, xenophobia, discrimination and anti-Semitism in the coming years.

In these Decisions, participating States have agreed to forward to ODIHR [OSCE's Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights] information on domestic legislation on combating hate and anti-Semitic crimes, as well as statistics concerning related incidents on their territory and best practices for preventing such incidents.  The success of this commitment, however, will depend on its implementation.

There is much to be done here: many OSCE participating States still do not have hate crime legislation or systems for tracking hate crimes, and nearly 20 states have yet to submit information on incidents of bias to ODIHR pursuant to ODIHR's request for that data.  We must do better in providing this information to ODIHR.

We commend the work that ODIHR has undertaken so far in its new tolerance program to promote implementation of OSCE commitments.

We particularly welcome the recent hiring of an advisor on anti-Semitism issues and we look forward to the creation of several new advisory positions within the tolerance program.  These positions should be part of ODIHR's permanent staffing table.

We hope that ODIHR will fill these positions with experienced experts, who are able to provide new ideas and assistance to participating States so they can fulfill their commitments related to tolerance and non-discrimination.

We also look forward to next year's Cordoba Conference, where we will hear from states about the concrete measures they have undertaken to implement the commitments stemming from this year's Conferences.

The fight against intolerance is a difficult and an ongoing one, and the United States commends the OSCE and the ODIHR for helping participating States find ways to win this never-ending battle.  And we seek not only tolerance, but respect and acceptance for everyone.

Thank you, Mr. Moderator.

[end Minikes statement]

[begin Levin statement]

United States Mission to the OSCE 

Warsaw, Poland

October 12, 2004

STATEMENT ON FOLLOW-UP TO TOLERANCE CONFERENCES

As delivered by Mr. Mark Levin, Delegation Member,

to the Human Dimension Implementation Meeting

Mr. Chairman, the United States is pleased with the work of the OSCE over the past year in promoting tolerance and non-discrimination.  The intense efforts to address the ills of anti-Semitism, racism, xenophobia and discrimination in the OSCE region, have done much to move participating States to action.  At the end of the day, it is concrete deeds, and not mere words, that matter, and we believe the foundation is set for real progress.  

The Berlin Declaration has become an important international document, both inside and outside the OSCE, and other organizations, including the United Nations, are urged to adopt it as a model.  The United States recalls that all 55 participating States together made a historic statement by unambiguously condemning anti-Semitism, noting that no "international developments or political issues" could ever justify these hateful acts.  At the conclusion of the Berlin Conference came the welcome offer by the Spanish to hold a follow-up event in Cordoba next year.  The United States welcomes the Spanish offer to host an event and pledges to work with the Spanish to make it a reality.  

Emerging from Berlin and Brussels was the clear and widespread feeling that our fight against the perennial evils of anti-Semitism, racism, xenophobia and discrimination would be strengthened by the creation of two personal envoys of the Chair-in-Office with specific mandates to increase political will to combat anti-Semitism and intolerance throughout the OSCE region.  Appointing individuals of high political standing would complement, not compete with, the work of ODIHR [OSCE's Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights] and help move participating States to apply the mechanisms to track, report and combat these crimes.  The United States believes that the best way to approach this issue is to create one special envoy on anti-Semitism and a second, separate envoy on racism, xenophobia and discrimination.  This appointment must not wait until the Sofia Ministerial.  The fact that 20 states have yet to submit data on hate crimes to ODIHR indicates a pressing need for representatives of high political stature to begin traveling immediately to raise political will on behalf of the OSCE to tackle these and other important issues. 

The United States was also pleased with the Brussels OSCE Conference on Tolerance and the Fight against Racism, Xenophobia and Discrimination.  Many pressing social issues received intense consideration.  The Brussels Conference provided a forum where concerns about legal and social discrimination against Muslims, persons of color and religious minorities could be addressed and possible solutions discussed.  The Brussels Declaration, building on the Berlin Declaration, noted that "international developments or political issues never justify racism, xenophobia or discrimination."  The Declaration also encouraged the establishment of "training programs for law enforcement and judicial officials on legislation and enforcement of legislation relating to hate crimes."  The United States hopes OSCE institutions and participating States will promote such programs at an early date. 

Within the OSCE region, a separate focus on combating anti-Semitism is long overdue, and the two-track approach for addressing this issue and issues of racism, xenophobia and discrimination is already proving effective.  For example, in Berlin and Brussels, OSCE States affirmed their commitment to "collect and maintain reliable information and statistics about anti-Semitic crimes, and other hate crimes, committed within their territory," and to also report this information to ODIHR.  This commitment is reshaping how ODIHR and the OSCE address anti-Semitic crimes and hate crimes and is moving the Organization into an area where its work is most definitely needed.  The ODIHR is well positioned to accomplish this task and we appreciated the comprehensive overview provided in Brussels of future ODIHR activities in this area.  These efforts will require the sustained support of the participating States and sufficient funding.  Recognizing the significant expansion of ODIHR's mandate since Maastricht, we encourage all participating States to forward statistics and other relevant information as agreed and appreciate the periodic updates provided by ODIHR on each participating States' status in submitting data.  We urge that these submissions be made available to the public.  The United States encourages all participating States to fulfill their commitment to submit information on hate crimes and legal statutes, so a complete picture can be drawn in time for the Sofia Ministerial and so that the OSCE can begin planning appropriate programs.

Over the past two years, the OSCE has done much to develop tools in the fight against anti-Semitism and other forms of intolerance, recognizing that it is ultimately up to the participating States themselves to act.  The Porto and Maastricht Ministerial decisions were groundbreaking, and we look to the Sofia Ministerial to endorse the Berlin Declaration and the Brussels Declaration and to welcome the Spanish offer to host a follow-up event.  Nearly 30 years after the signing of the Helsinki Final Act, it is unconscionable that large numbers of people in the OSCE region are still exposed -- sometimes on a daily basis -- to anti-Semitic, racist, xenophobic or discriminatory acts.

(end text)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Text: U.S. Official Outlines Efforts to Advance Freedom in Cuba

(Fisk says new measures undermine Castro regime, support opposition) (3320)

To hasten freedom in Cuba, the United States is pursuing a comprehensive approach that includes greater support for the Cuban political opposition and measures to limit the resources available to the regime of Cuban dictator Fidel Castro, according to Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Western Hemisphere Affairs Dan Fisk.

In October 9 remarks to the Cuban American Association in Miami, Florida, Fisk outlined the Bush administration's efforts to isolate and pressure the Castro regime through the implementation of the recommendations of the Commission on Assistance to a Free Cuba (CAFC).

As part of this effort, Fisk explained, the United States has already provided $14 million of a proposed $29 million in additional assistance to support the development of civil society in Cuba.

He pointed out that the United States is also working to promote greater international support for, and involvement with, Cuban civil society and transition planning.

Other key components of the U.S. strategy include breaking the Castro regime's information blockade on the Cuban people, in part through the use of Commando Solo -- an aircraft equipped with powerful transmission capability that beams Radio and TV Marti to the island.

Fisk said another pillar of the U.S. strategy is to identify and limit the Castro regime's revenue streams. To this end, he noted that the United States has eliminated the concept of fully hosted travel and limited educational travel, and has reduced U.S. pleasure-boat traffic at Marina Hemingway.

In addition to tourism restrictions, Fisk said the United States is moving to limit the Castro regime's manipulation of, and profiteering from, U.S. humanitarian policies.

"To continue to reduce the flow of resources that enable Castro to keep the Cuban people repressed, we have tightened our policy on remittances, gift parcels, and family travel to the island," he said. "These avenues had generated an estimated $1.5 billion annually in funds and goods sent to Cuba from those living outside the island."

The State Department official acknowledged that some members of the U.S.-based Cuban community have expressed deep concerns over the new restrictions, but he said that it is important to remember that the restrictions are designed to help end the Castro dictatorship and are having a dramatic impact on the regime's resources.

Fisk pointed out that since the June 30 implementation of the new restrictions, the Castro regime has been deprived of over $100 million and is projected to lose an estimated $375 million in 2004 due to travel restrictions alone.

Factoring in all new limitations, he said, the Cuban government will be denied at least half a billion dollars in 2004.

Beyond pressuring the Castro regime, Fisk noted, the United States is also working to undermine the regime's succession strategy and deal with a post-Castro transition.

"Our goal is to position the U.S. government to respond effectively and agilely, should such assistance be requested by a free Cuba," he added.

Fisk concluded his remarks with a list of U.S. accomplishments apart from the implementation of the CAFC report, including the expulsion of Cuban spies, support for the families of Cuban political prisoners, and a standing pledge to veto any legislation that weakens U.S. sanctions against the Cuban regime.

"We reject out of hand the belief that lifting travel and trade restrictions against Cuba and, in particular, opening up tourism to Cuba, is the answer," Fisk said. "We believe that the best way to encourage a rapid transition to democracy in Cuba is to close off the Castro regime's economic lifelines and aid the development of Cuba's growing independent civil society."

Following is the text of Fisk's remarks, as prepared for delivery:

(begin text)

"Advancing the Day When Cuba Will Be Free"

Daniel W. Fisk,

Deputy Assistant Secretary,

Bureau of Western Hemisphere Affairs

Remarks to the Cuban American Veterans Association

Miami, Florida

October 9, 2004

Introduction

At the outset, I want to recognize the commitment and sacrifice Cuban Americans have made in service to this country. Your sacrifices have helped to secure the freedoms and values that we all hold dear.

From those who served in Korea and Vietnam -- including Brigade 2506 veterans -- to those currently serving in Iraq, Cuban Americans have served their country with honor and valor--and the United States of America is clearly the better for it.

You are in many ways the best and the brightest of your generation, and but for a tragic twist of history your service could have been dedicated to building a free and prosperous Cuba.

You are to be commended for keeping the flame of freedom alive for that enslaved island. Your commitment and selfless dedication to Cuba's freedom may not be appreciated in all quarters of the globe, but I believe that when the history of our times is written, those authors will recognize that you were right and Castro's supporters were wrong -- and that your dedication helped keep alive the Cuban people's hopes for a better future.

I think most of you in the audience tonight would agree with me that President George W. Bush has a unique and intuitive understanding of Castro's nature and the tragic fate that has befallen Cuba. This president needed no learning curve on Castro. President Bush knew from the outset, just as Ronald Reagan knew, that the only way  you treat a bully like Castro is by rejection, isolation, and pressure.

That pressure reached a high point earlier this year when the president's Commission on Assistance to a Free Cuba (CAFC), chaired throughout by Secretary of State Colin Powell, released the first comprehensive U.S. government strategy to assist the Cuban people in hastening the day of freedom in Cuba and to prepare the United States to support Cuba's democratic transition.

I was proud to participate in the preparation of that report, and tonight, some 150 days after its release, I am pleased to provide you with an assessment of where we are on the implementation of its recommendations, and to offer some details on the blow for freedom this administration has struck.

Implementation of CAFC

To hasten the day of Cuba's freedom, the Commission recommended a comprehensive approach -- one that pairs a more robust and effective effort to support the opposition in Cuba with measures to limit the regime's manipulation of humanitarian policies and to undermine its survival strategies.

To that end, we have provided an additional $14.4 million -- of a proposed $29 million in additional money -- to support the development of civil society in Cuba and the empowerment of the Cuban people in their efforts to effect positive change. Six million dollars has already been transferred to USAID to dramatically expand its work with civil society groups.

We are also working with international partners to promote greater international involvement in helping civil society activists by channeling the remaining $8.4 million through a new process designed to tap into the innovative ideas of democracy activists around the world.

We have streamlined licensing requirements so that, for the first time ever, high-speed laptop computers can be delivered to Cuban civil society groups. These deliveries have already begun.

Of course, Castro's agents know this, and we run the risk that such items will wind up in the hands of the regime, but they won't be able to confiscate all of them; and that is why we will continue to move forward in sending this type of equipment to peaceful civil society activists. The regime's "esbirros" are fighting a losing battle, and they know it.

We also have stepped up our efforts to mobilize international diplomatic and public diplomacy efforts to increase international support for Cuban civil society and transition planning. We applaud such initiatives as the International Committee for Democracy in Cuba, led by former Czech President Vaclav Havel. Recently, dozens of current and former political leaders from around the world participated in an unprecedented 3-day event in Prague. The resulting "Declaration of Prague" called for the release of all political prisoners, and included harsh condemnations of the Castro regime. President Havel told the press, "Cuba is a giant prison. We have to put up alarm bells around the walls."

Another key component of our strategy is to break Castro's information blockade on the Cuban people and to bring a message of hope to the island.

To circumvent Castro's jamming, Commando Solo, the C-130 aircraft equipped with a powerful electronic transmission capability, has so far flown four times, beaming Radio and TV Marti signals to the island. TV Marti is being seen on the island, by many Cubans for the first time.

Indeed, there is a C-130 flying this weekend, beaming the truth to Cuba, breaking Castro's information blockade on his own people. And these flights will continue.

Yet another pillar in our strategy is to identify long-ignored revenue streams for the Castro regime and then move to degrade them. For example, tourism, which has replaced sugar exports as Cuba's main foreign-exchange earner.

We eliminated the concept of fully hosted travel and the provision allowing for the import of Cuban goods by U.S. travelers to the island.

We have limited educational travel, putting an end to such abuses as traveling to Cuba for 1 week to study the architecture of Cuban beach resorts.

The U.S. Coast Guard has been granted new authorities to restrict U.S. vessels, including pleasure boats, entering Cuban territorial waters. This new requirement has reduced U.S. pleasure boat traffic at Marina Hemingway by 90 percent, further cutting into the regime's revenue stream.

And, in a subject area that has drawn the most attention in the Commission's report -- we are moving to limit the regime's manipulation of and massive profiteering from U.S. humanitarian policies.

As many of you are aware, to continue to reduce the flow of resources that enable Castro to keep the Cuban people repressed, we have tightened our policy on remittances, gift parcels, and family travel to the island. These avenues had generated an estimated $1.5 billion annually in funds and goods sent to Cuba from those living outside the island.

We recognize that there are some in the community who have expressed deep concerns about the new restrictions. What concerned us was that there existed no effective oversight on travel to the island by Cubans living in the United States. What had developed was a self-defeating situation in which many Cubans had in effect established commuter relationships with the island -- living and working part-time here and living and vacationing part-time there -- all the while serving as conduits of hard currency to the regime.

For example, of the 176,000 U.S. residents who legally traveled to Cuba last year -- and spent about $500 million there -- about 128,000 claimed to be visiting family. This was one of the most misused and abused travel categories. Now there are controls.

What is important to remember is that these are a means to an end: the end of the Castro dictatorship. What I want to emphasize tonight is that these measures are having a dramatic impact on Castro's ability to economically sustain his regime.

We estimate that, since the June 30th implementation of the new travel, remittance, and gift package measures, we have deprived the Castro regime of over $100 million dollars in hard currency. That's $100 million less that Castro has to repress his people and keep his grip on power.

Moreover, by projecting these numbers over a full calendar year, we estimate a net annual loss to the regime of some $375 million -- and that's just from reduced travel.

When factoring in the decline in all revenue flows, we estimate we will have denied the regime at least half a billion dollars that Castro would have used to support his security and intelligence apparatus.

A successful transition to democracy in Cuba also means working to undermine Fidel Castro's succession strategy, whereby Castroism would continue in Cuba without Fidel Castro.

The Commission recommended efforts to place pressure on the ruling Cuban elite so that succession is seen for what it would be: an impediment to a democratic and free Cuba.

Among these pressure points is the establishment of a database of those involved in torture and other serious human rights abuses, including those involved in the torture of American POWs in Southeast Asia, to prevent these individuals from ever entering the United States.

And, finally, not to overlook the other 90 percent of the Commission report, dealing with a post-Castro transition, we are actively reviewing the specific policy and legal issues that would arise in the early moments of such a transition. This review is consistent with our long-standing policy to provide support to societies in transition, such as assistance provided in Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union, and to Central and South America as those countries moved from authoritarian dictatorships with command-style economies to new democracies based on the rule of law and a market economy.

Our goal is to position the U.S. government to respond effectively and agilely, should such assistance be requested by a free Cuba. The State Department Bureau of Western Hemisphere Affairs, working with the newly established State Department Coordinator for Reconstruction and Stabilization, is coordinating a comprehensive inter-agency action plan that could serve to inform policy-makers. We are working today to ensure that the U.S. government is prepared to the greatest extent possible for the day of transition to a free Cuba, and the work of the Commission was the most thorough and rigorous effort to date to prepare for this transition.

Beyond CAFC

Our list of accomplishments is long, and it is one we are extremely proud of. Beyond the Cuba Commission report, let me just quickly review the rest of the record:

President Bush has repeatedly told Congress that he will veto any legislation that weakens U.S. economic sanctions against the Cuban regime -- and he has yet to receive a bill containing any such language.

-- We have instituted a policy to deny entry into the United States of Cuban performers whose appearances and sales enrich the regime.

-- After years of coast-to-coast propaganda tours by Castro's officials, the Bush Administration put an end to those trips. No more luncheons, no more meetings, no more rallies for Castro. We could not be less afraid of their message, and we have complete confidence in the American people to judge this failed and repressive dictatorship for what it is. The reason we stopped these trips is because U.S. personnel based in Havana cannot engage in similar trips in Cuba. If we can't travel, then Cuban officials shouldn't be able to, either.

-- Since November 2002, we have expelled a total of 19 Cuban spies from their Interests Section in Washington and the Cuban Mission to the United Nations. And, Ana Montes, for 16 years a Castro spy in our intelligence community, was arrested, tried, and convicted. We will not turn a blind eye to Castro's extensive espionage operations in the U.S.

-- Further, we now treat Cuban diplomatic personnel in Washington on a reciprocal basis to the Cubans' restrictive treatment of U.S. personnel in Havana. We will know where they are going, when they are going, and what they are doing.

-- We have directed U.S. Customs to tighten inspections of direct inbound and outbound flights to Cuba. We have accelerated the issuance of civil penalties by OFAC for those who illegally travel to Cuba.

-- We actively supported and lobbied for a resolution critical of Cuba's human rights record at the 2004 U.N. Commission on Human Rights in Geneva, which passed over intense Cuban opposition. This was the fourth consecutive year that we have won approval for such a resolution.

-- The U.S. Interests Section in Havana, ably lead by Jim Cason, continues to provide more support to the opposition than any other diplomatic mission or entity in Cuba. Through U.S.-funded programs, we have distributed hundreds of thousands of printed items, hundreds of magazine subscriptions, and several thousand radios in Cuba.

-- In addition, more than 120,000 pounds of food and medicine have been provided to the families of political prisoners and other victims of repression, and we have helped support more than 100 independent libraries inside Cuba.

-- Because the Castro regime refuses to discuss several issues important to us, we declined to schedule the 2004 bilateral meetings on migration issues that had been held twice a year since 1994.

-- We continue to oppose U.S. financing for Cuban purchases of U.S. agricultural goods, and we request records from exporters to ensure this condition has been met.

-- We are actively investigating more than two dozen Helms-Burton Title IV visa sanction cases. The most recent Title IV trafficking determination was made in April. No visa sanctions were imposed because the Jamaican company terminated its commercial involvement with the confiscated property in question. This was the first determination in 5 years. The law was implemented; the law worked.

-- We have no doubt that our continued vigilance on foreign investors in Cuba has had a great deal to do with the fact that investment has flat-lined in recent years. According to the Economic Commission on Latin America and the Caribbean, new net foreign investment in Cuba for the past 2 years has been zero.

-- In yet another area, we are actively working to neutralize Cuban government front companies. We have established a Cuban Asset Targeting Group staffed by law enforcement officials from several agencies to investigate and identify new ways hard currency moves in and out of Cuba, and to stop it.

-- We have instituted a policy to deny visas to Cubans involved in the March-April 2003 crackdown and sham trials of 75 peaceful Cuban activists. And to reinforce our objection to the continued wrongful detentions of 68 of those 75 civil society activists, we recently denied visas to 67 Cubans, all of whom are employed by the Cuban government in its so-called university system.

Conclusion

This, ladies and gentlemen, is what President Bush and his administration have done over the past four years to challenge the Castro dictatorship, to hasten the end of its repressive grip on the Cuban people, and to encourage the island's rapid, peaceful transition to a democracy that is strongly supportive of fundamental political and economic freedoms.

We are advancing the day when the Cuban people will be free.

We reject out of hand the belief that lifting travel and trade restrictions against Cuba and, in particular, opening up tourism to Cuba, is the answer. Lifting the sanctions now would provide a helping hand to a desperate and repressive regime. Easing sanctions should only take place after there is verifiable movement toward democracy. Anything less would create a financial and political windfall for a decrepit regime.

We believe that the best way to encourage a rapid transition to democracy in Cuba is to close off the Castro regime's economic lifelines and aid the development of Cuba's growing independent civil society.

In approving the Commission's recommendations, President Bush clearly laid out what motivates our policy: "We believe the people of Cuba should be free from tyranny. We believe the future of Cuba is a future of freedom. It's in our nation's interest that Cuba be free. It's in the neighborhood's interest that Cuba be free. More importantly, it's in the interest of the Cuban people that they be free from tyranny."

Ladies and gentlemen, we are indeed working for the day of Cuba's freedom and we are better prepared than ever before to help the Cuban people realize their dreams for a better future.

Thank you very much.

(end text)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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New Online Publication on U.S. Elections Available

(Guide offers in-depth coverage, expert commentary) (130)

The Department of State's Bureau of International Information Programs (IIP) is pleased to announce its new online publication Elections Guide 2004.

As part of IIP's ongoing coverage of the electoral process and campaign developments, this publication provides valuable context and the up-to-date information.  

Elections Guide 2004 combines staff-written material with commentary from outside experts to help international audiences better understand such factors as the Electoral College, campaign finance, the role of the media and polling.  It also features a comparison of the Republican and Democratic party platforms on major issues and explanations of such factors as new voting technologies and ballot initiatives.

Elections Guide 2004 can be viewed at the following address: http://usinfo.state.gov/journals/itdhr/1004/ijde/ijde1004.htm

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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IMF Urged to Use Incentives to Resolve Financial Crises

(Setting loan benchmarks could motivate stable economic policies) (820)

By Andrzej Zwaniecki

Washington File Staff Writer

Washington -- The International Monetary Fund (IMF) should replace its current approach to lending for countries undergoing a financial crisis with an incentive system that ties assistance to publicly announced measurable results, a private economist says.

The IMF should establish a short list of benchmarks for loan eligibility, monitor whether a country meets those standards, and publish the list of countries that receive its guarantee of crisis assistance, says Allan Meltzer, an economist at Carnegie Mellon University and a former member of the President's Council of Economic Advisers.

Speaking October 14 at a conference on international monetary reform, Meltzer said that countries adopting and consistently meeting such standards could borrow more capital at a lower interest rate because creditors would consider those countries less risky.

"This would give the government and the public considerable incentive to adopt stabilizing policies," Meltzer said.

Under the current "command and control" system, as Meltzer called it, countries asking for IMF loans are required to implement certain policies.  But when those policies turn out to be unpopular domestically, governments often renege on their promises, the countries' economic performance suffers, and the IMF is at least partially blamed by populations for a deepening crisis.  Meltzer noted that about 60 percent of the IMF programs did not perform as expected.

He said that in recent years the IMF has improved its operations and recommendations by restricting conditions on its loans, de-emphasizing massive loan packages and paying more attention to crisis prevention.  But he said the fund must institute further reforms covering, in addition to lending procedures, debt repayment.

Speaking at the same conference organized by a research organization, Cato Institute, Raghuram Rajan, the IMF's chief economist, said he agreed with some of Meltzer's observations and the need for change.  He said that the IMF role in resolving crises should depend on the type of problem a particular country is experiencing.  He said that in some instances the engagement of the IMF in a country reduces pressure for reforms.

Rajan said that the IMF safety net should be tied to domestic policies and that access to the fund's lending should be broadened as a country improves its performance.  He supported the idea of publishing a list of countries meeting IMF loan-access criteria and said that such a list should include developed countries to make those criteria universal benchmarks of good policies.  He said that the IMF does not have much leverage in asking developed countries to adjust their policies when those policies affect global economic developments.

On another issue, Rajan said that IMF governance needs to be reformed to make the decision-making process less politically driven.  He said, however, that he was expressing his own views not those of the IMF or its management.

Another speaker, Kenneth Rogoff of Harvard University, proposed a more radical reform -- phasing out completely IMF lending and letting private markets and sovereign governments handle the resolution of crises.  Rogoff, who preceded Rajan as the IMF's chief economist, said that the fund's role should be limited to providing surveillance and global financial leadership.  He said that even without its own funds the fund could still play a central role in crisis resolution by coordinating the international response.

With the "explosion" of private markets, Rogoff said, the need to get out of the "banking" business is even more pronounced for the World Bank.  He said he sees the bank's future as a "repository of development ideas and advice."

Meltzer said that in his view the main problem with the bank is that it spends or lends about $20 billion a year but "neither we nor they know which programs are effective and warrant expansion or retention, and which are ineffective and inefficient and should be abandoned."  He proposed either conducting an independent performance audit of the bank by an outside agency or establishing an independent, internal group similar to the IMF's Independent Evaluation Office to gain the needed information.

Although he did not go as far as Rogoff in proposing elimination of the bank's credit-granting authority, Meltzer said the bank should concentrate on impoverished countries and have an explicit deadline for them to graduate from assistance programs.  Countries able to borrow in private-capital markets such as China and Russia should no longer receive subsidized loans, he said.

Some of the speakers' suggestions have been supported by the Bush administration.  In April, U.S. Treasury Secretary John Snow called for comprehensive reform of the IMF to enhance its core capabilities and effectiveness.  Snow said the IMF must have a better system for economic surveillance that makes countries directly responsible for ensuring that their policies indeed promote growth and stability.  He added the United States favors lending conditions focused on core macroeconomic challenges and more rigorous implementation of program commitments.

(The Washington File is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State.  Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Text: Global Meeting Ends with Protections for Ramin, Sharks

(Endangered species meeting also works against illegal trade, poaching) (1090)

An almost two-week meeting focused on the conservation of endangered species is ending with international agreements to strengthen wildlife management, combat illegal trafficking and impose greater protections for the tropical hardwood ramin, the great white shark and the Irrawaddy dolphin.

Representatives from 160 nations have been considering better ways to protect wildlife at the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Flora and Fauna (CITES) in Bangkok, Thailand, since October 2.

CITES Secretary-General Willem Wijnstekers said in an October 14 press release that the conference has found a variety of solutions to protect threatened species. "These solutions seek to conserve the Earth's rich heritage of biological diversity while supporting the sustainable development of local communities and national economies," he said.

The convention agreed to impose trade restrictions on the tropical hardwood to save decimated forests and stop illegal logging.

The great white shark and the humphead wrasse -- both commercially profitable fish -- are placed on CITES lists, an action that requires trading occur only with appropriate permits certifying legitimate catches.

Further information is available at http://www.citescop13.com/en/

The text of the CITES press release follows:

(begin text)

CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN ENDANGERED SPECIES CITES

PRESS RELEASE

Cites Takes Action to Promote Sustainable Wildlife Management and Combat Illegal Trade

Bangkok conference revises trade rules for ramin, great white shark, humphead wrasse, crocodiles, rhinos and Irrawaddy dolphin

Bangkok, 14 October 2004 -- A two-week meeting of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) will close here today after agreeing decisions to strengthen wildlife management, combat illegal trafficking and update the trade rules for a wide range of plant and animal species.

"The Bangkok conference has crafted solutions to meet the particular needs of many wildlife species that are either endangered or that could become so if traded unsustainably," said Secretary-General Willem Wijnstekers of CITES, whose secretariat is administered by the UN Environment Programme.

The conference decided to place ramin (a Southeast Asian tree that produces high-value timber) and agarwood (which produces "agar" oil) on Appendix II. By requiring the use of CITES export permits, these listings will improve the ability of the ramin and agarwood range states to manage tree stocks. It will also allow both exporters and importers to ensure that trade is sustainable and to tackle illegal trade.

The great white shark and the humphead wrasse -- two fish species of great commercial value -- were also added to CITES and can now only be traded with permits. Another marine species, the Irrawaddy dolphin, was transferred from Appendix II to Appendix I, which forbids all commercial trade.

"In recent years CITES has started to list commercially valuable fish species such as sturgeon, seahorses, and the basking and whale sharks. The addition of more listings this week suggests that governments believe CITES can contribute to the goal agreed at the 2002 Johannesburg World Summit on Sustainable Development of restoring fishery stocks to sustainable levels by 2015," said Mr. Wijnstekers.

The African elephant was the subject of extensive debate. The conference agreed to an ambitious action plan for cracking down on unregulated domestic markets in elephant ivory. These markets serve as major outlets for poached ivory, particularly in a number of African and Asian countries. Under the action plan, all African elephant range states will strengthen their legislation and their enforcement efforts, launch public awareness campaigns and report on progress by end-March 2005.

A request by Namibia for an annual quota for ivory from its national elephant population was not accepted. However, Namibia did receive permission for the strictly controlled sale of traditional ivory carvings known as ekipas as tourist souvenirs.

In addition, in 2002 Namibia, Botswana and South Africa were each authorized to make a one-off sale of their existing ivory stocks, with the precondition that baseline data first be established on population and poaching levels throughout the elephant's range. The Bangkok meeting was informed that this data should be available in 2005, which could permit the sales to proceed by 2006.

The meeting agreed that Namibia and South Africa may open up trophy hunting of the black rhino for the first time in many years, with an annual quota of five animals each. Swaziland may also open up strictly controlled hunting of its population of white rhino and export some live animals. The intent of these decisions is to allow the range states to manage their rhino herds more effectively and to earn income for rhino conservation.

The Namibian population of the Nile crocodile was transferred from Appendix I to Appendix II to facilitate trophy hunting. The Cuban population of the American crocodile was similarly downlisted to enable the government to supply eggs and hatchlings to ranching operations.

The conference gave more protection to five Asian turtles and tortoises and 11 species of Madagascar's leaf-tailed geckos by listing them on Appendix II. Many turtles from South, Southeast and East Asia are traded in significant quantities for regional food markets, Asian traditional medicines and international pet markets.

Trade rules were also strengthened for a number of medicinal plants, including hoodia, used in diet pills; the desert-living cistanche, a natural tonic; and the Chinese yew tree, which boasts cancer-fighting properties.

Decisions that will promote the practical implementation of the Convention were taken on economic incentives, guidelines for sustainable use, synergies with the Convention on Biological Diversity, the rules for personal and household effects, the budget and related issues. Still other decisions seek to strengthen the conservation of threatened or endangered species already controlled by CITES, including the Saiga antelope, sharks, and the hawksbill turtle.

On the sidelines of the meeting, the Secretariat announced the 2004 quotas for caviar exports from the Caspian Sea. The five Caspian Sea states agreed to tak  e stronger action on sturgeon conservation and illegal trade and harvesting.

The 13th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention was held from 3 -- 14 October. It was attended by some 1,200 participants from 154 governments and numerous observer organizations. COP 14 will be held in 2007 in The Netherlands.

Note to journalists: For more information please call the CITES press team today in Bangkok at +66 2 229 3041 or +66 4 098 7621, or after the conference at +41 79 409 1528 or +41 79 378 6540. The email contacts are juan.vasquez@unep.ch and michael.williams@unep.ch. See also www.cites.org.

(end text)

(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Bush, Kerry Meet in Final Presidential Debate as Election Nears

(Health care, taxes, jobs, homeland security dominate third debate) (760)

By Carrie Lee

Washington File Staff Writer

President Bush and Senator John Kerry faced off on a wide range of issues from homeland security and troop strength to wages and education in the third and final presidential debate October 13 in Tempe, Arizona.

With both candidates running statistically even in recent national polls, the debate was the public's last chance to see the two contenders go head to head.

Although the 90-minute debate centered on domestic concerns, foreign policy issues played a significant role as the candidates referenced the fight against terrorism and Iraq.

The first of moderator Bob Schieffer's 20 questions focused on homeland security.  Kerry said that America "absolutely" must be made safe again.  He said that he planned to "build the strongest alliances, where the world joins together, where we have the best intelligence and where we are able, ultimately, to be more safe and secure."

Bush said that the best way to protect homeland security is to "stay on the offense against the terrorists" and to "spread freedom and liberty around the world."  He cited the elimination of key members of al-Qaida's leadership and the recent elections in Afghanistan as important progress.

The candidates also discussed Iraq in response to a question about U.S. troop strength.  Bush said that "the best way to take the pressure off our troops is to succeed in Iraq, is to train Iraqis so they can do the hard work of democracy, is to give them a chance to defend their country, which is precisely what we're doing."

Kerry said that "the most important thing to relieve the pressure on all of the armed forces is frankly to run a foreign policy that recognizes that America is strongest when we are working with real alliances, when we are sharing the burdens of the world by working through our statesmanship at the highest levels and our diplomacy to bring other nations to our side."

Despite the foreign policy references, health care, taxes and the economy dominated the debate.  In response to a question on the current flu vaccine shortage, Kerry said that this lack of vaccine showed that the American health care system is "not working."  He added that he is proposing a health plan "to cover all Americans.  We're going to make it affordable and accessible." 

Bush said that rising health care costs are a "systemic problem" because "consumers are not involved in the decision making process."  He expressed support for health savings accounts, or low premium catastrophic plans, as a "way to make sure people are actually involved with the decision making process on health care."

On taxes and the national debt, Bush said he had a plan to cut the deficit in half in five years through "pro-growth policies that grow our economy and fiscal sanity in the halls of Congress."  He cited his record on tax cuts.  "If you pay any tax at all, you got tax relief," he said.

Kerry countered that his budget plan would seek to "restore the fiscal discipline we had in the 1990s."  In response to Bush's statement that his programs were too expensive, Kerry said, "Every plan that I have laid out ... I've shown exactly how I'm going to pay for those."

On jobs and outsourcing, Bush focused on the need for education reform to create jobs.  "The best way to keep jobs here in America and to keep this economy growing is to make sure our education system works."

Kerry said that the current tax system rewards companies for outsourcing American jobs.  "I will make the playing field as fair as possible ... I will, for instance, make certain that with respect to the tax system that you as a worker in America are not subsidizing the loss of your job," he said.

The debate covered a variety of other issues including Social Security, same-sex marriage, abortion, stem cell research, minimum wage reform, gun control and affirmative action.  In addition, both candidates spoke on personal matters such as the role of religious faith in their lives and their families.

With less than three weeks remaining until the November 2 elections, both candidates will return to the campaign trail.  Bush is scheduled to visit the key swing states of Nevada, Iowa and Florida, while Kerry plans to visit Nevada, Iowa, Wisconsin and Ohio.

The transcript of the debate is available at http://www.debates.org/pages/trans2004d.html

(The Washington File is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State.  Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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Arab Journalists Say Media Reform Depends on Political Change

(Al-Jazeera, Daily Star editors address Georgetown conference) (940)

By Emily Harter

Washington File Staff Writer

Washington -- Showering both praise and criticism on their own media, several distinguished Arab journalists declared that change in the wider political culture of the Arab world is the key to improving the Arab media.

Thomas Gorguissian, Washington correspondent for An-Nahar in Lebanon, told a conference October 7 that he wished he were able to declare the state of the Arab media confident and strong but, unfortunately, that is not the case.  The conference, "Uncovered: Arab Journalists Scrutinize Their Profession," was hosted by Georgetown University in Washington.

Despite the technological advances in the Arab world, the boom and boon of satellite television, and the growing access to the Internet, the Arab media still face many obstacles, Gorguissian said.  "The relation between the media and Arab government still is not clear," he explained.  "The control or the desire to control is always there.  Even the independent media [are] subject to this control."

The An-Nahar writer said in many cases important news still cannot come from some of the capitals of the Arab countries because "there is no free movement, no free access to the place of the event" or "the official is not ready to give access or even talk about what happened."  In these cases, Arab media outlets have been forced to rely on news reports from the United States, Europe and sometimes even Israel.

Hafez Al-Mirazi, the Washington bureau chief for Al-Jazeera, supported Gorguissian's assertions, pointing to the negative effects the internal news blockades create.  "When you obstruct the Arab media in reporting from your country, when you say Al-Jazeera cannot go into Saudi Arabia or Bahrain, you are pushing that Arab media to create views and not news," he explained.

Gorguissian added that there is also a journalistic tradition by which authorities in Arab countries use "carrots and sticks" (rewards and punishments) to keep journalists in line -- more often the latter.  Authorities often intimidate, harass and sanction journalists if they do not write as directed, sometimes detaining or imprisoning them, he said.

Even though Arab media often use or copy U.S. and Western programming -- for example, many Arabs watch shows like "Who Wants to Be a Millionaire" and an Arabic version of "American Idol," they still have a long way to go to match the quality and degree of reporting on conflict, he declared.

In essence, he said, Arab governments reverse the FOX News motto, "We report, you decide," to "We decide, you report," as they try to control both access and reporting by the media.

Private media outlets are expanding, especially in satellite television, Gorguissian said.  "The dishes are mushrooming all over the region.  Much, much better things ... can come and have to come out of that part of the world" if only Arab governments would loosen their controls on the media.

Rami George Khouri, executive editor of the Lebanese independent newspaper The Daily Star, suggested that the media could not become an effective tool for positive change because of the lack of political pluralism in the Arab world.  "Angry citizens who watch the Arab media in the Arab world cannot then go and vote and change their leaderships," he said.

Another weakness Khouri cited was the media's reluctance to address the roots of power in the Arab world.  According to him, without public analysis and accountability, "you are dealing with a fraudulent political process."

Although the members of the panel agreed that changes within the political culture are needed to facilitate more open media, some panelists cited progress already being made.

Khouri explained that the explosion of the Internet, the presence of FM radio and a growing offshore press are giving Arab journalists the opportunity to overcome the limitations authorities impose on them.  "It does not matter anymore if the sheik of Syria, the Saudis or the Egyptians don't like an article in the Herald Tribune or the Daily Star, and they forbid the paper to be distributed," he said, "because we are sold in 10 other Arab countries, and anyone can go on the Internet and read our paper there."

Moreover, Khouri said, private media are becoming more popular within the Arab world because "the government-owned media, like the governments themselves, are losing audience share, credibility and legitimacy."

In his opinion, a general liberalization is occurring.  "It is a more open, more liberal system, more user-friendly, even within traditionally state-controlled media like the Egyptian and the Jordanian."  The combined forces of globalization, privatization and commercialization, he said, are pushing the market-driven media increasingly to sell advertising and capture audience share.

During a question-and-answer session, Khouri also talked about the growing role of women in the Arab media.  Acknowledging there is one segment of women appearing on television to market its sex appeal, Khouri said women are also "doing very sophisticated news programs, analysis, and reporting."  For example, he noted, "a lot of the reporting from Palestine was done by a woman, and it is very good."

The Bush administration has developed a program within the Middle Eastern Partnership Initiative (MEPI) to increase the representation of women in journalism.  The initiative allocated $1.7 million in the past two years to Internews, an international NGO, to provide media training to Arab women.  In December 2003, Internews helped 13 Egyptian women complete university training in journalism at Western Kentucky University while placing them in internships with American newspapers.

(The Washington File is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State.  Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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U.S. Continues Alert for Medfly Detection in Tijuana, Mexico

(Mediterranean fruit fly deemed harmful to 250 different commodities) (720)

By Eric Green

Washington File Staff Writer

Washington -- The United States will continue until further notice its emergency response to the detection in Tijuana, Mexico, of the Mediterranean fruit fly (Medfly), which renders unmarketable and unusable more than 250 different types of commodities, including fruits, nuts and vegetables, says U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP).

A CBP spokesman said October 14 that the emergency measures to protect U.S. agricultural resources are being taken at all land-border ports in California, Arizona, New Mexico and El Paso, Texas, following detection and confirmation of the pest in Tijuana September 16.

The Mexican government said at a September 28 news conference in Tijuana that it had instituted a quarantine restricting the movement of fruit and vegetables in that city.  The Mexican government said it was cooperating with its U.S. counterparts on aerial spraying and other measures to prevent the spread of the pest.  CBP says the Medfly is one of the most destructive pests known.  The insect causes damage by laying its eggs just beneath the skin of ripening fruit.  The eggs hatch into larvae (maggots) and feed on the flesh of the fruit, rendering the fruit unfit for human consumption.

The CBP first announced the emergency-response measures September 24.  The CBP said that on that date, the Plant Protection and Quarantine division of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) instituted emergency measures and prohibited entry of Medfly host material originating from, packed in, and/or stored in Tijuana in order to prevent the movement of the pest to other regions.

The emergency response specifies that shipments of agricultural commodities on the Medfly host list into the United States require a phytosanitary certificate from the USDA, as well as a special declaration indicating that the cargo originated outside Mexico's Baja California area and was not packed in or shipped through that region.

In addition, CBP border patrol officers will confiscate any produce found on individuals who are detained at border checkpoints in San Diego and other locations.  The produce will be placed in special bins and transported to the nearest port of entry several times a week for examination by CBP agriculture specialists.

CBP says that because the Medfly is so potentially injurious to crops, year-round trapping is maintained as an early warning system in Florida, Texas, Arizona and California, as well as in northern Mexico and Baja California.  The secret to eradicating the pest is early detection, CBP says.  The trapping system consists of thousands of insect traps, baited with a food lure, and monitored biweekly.  When the Medfly is detected, U.S. agriculture officials immediately institute a plan for eradication and impose regulatory restrictions to prevent the movement of the pest via infested fruit, CBP said.

In a separate event involving food safety, the USDA and officials from throughout the Western Hemisphere inaugurated October 13 in Miami a new institute aimed at developing and promoting effective food-safety education and training programs throughout the Americas.

USDA Deputy Secretary Jim Moseley said in remarks at the inauguration that the new Food Safety Institute of the Americas is the first of its kind and seeks to provide a "cooperative, educational-oriented relationship with the nations in the Western Hemisphere."  The institute, Moseley said, will address food safety and public health concerns by "establishing and enhancing important networks among regulatory officials, researchers, public health officials, consumers, meat, poultry and egg processors and producers, as well as animal producers."

Elsa Murano, USDA under secretary for food safety, said the establishment of the institute is designed to spur the exchange of information and technology among countries around the world -- a subject that was the centerpiece of ministerial-level meetings on science and technology held in Sacramento, California, in June 2003, and follow-up meetings in Costa Rica in May 2004, and in Burkino Faso in June 2004.

The USDA says it works with governments in the Western Hemisphere to enhance their food-safety activities.  As an example of its cooperative activities, the USDA's Murano signed a memorandum of understanding in June with the Pan American Health Organization to improve the safety of meat and poultry products that are traded among the nations of the Western Hemisphere.

(The Washington File is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State.  Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov)
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