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Israeli Settlement Moratorium Helps Move Talks Forward, U.S. Says 
() (933) 
 
By Stephen Kaufman 
Staff Writer 
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Washington — Although the Israeli government’s announcement of a 10-month 
moratorium on new settlement construction falls short of a full settlement freeze, 
the Obama administration says the decision helps move forward the resolution of 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and urges both sides to engage in final status 
negotiations to reach an agreement on a two-state solution that will realize a secure 
and recognized Jewish state and an independent, viable and contiguous Palestinian 
state. 
 
In a November 25 statement, Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton said, “We 
believe that through good-faith negotiations the parties can mutually agree on an 
outcome which ends the conflict.” 
 
That outcome would reconcile “the Palestinian goal of an independent and viable 
state based on the 1967 lines, with agreed swaps, and the Israeli goal of a Jewish 
state with secure and recognized borders that reflect subsequent developments and 
meet Israeli security requirements,” Clinton said. 
 
She added that the Obama administration’s commitment to achieving a two-state 
solution is “unwavering.” 
 
Special Envoy for Middle East Peace George Mitchell told reporters at the State 
Department November 25 that Israel’s announcement “falls short of a full 
settlement freeze, but it is more than any Israeli government has done before, and 
can help move toward agreement between the parties.” 
 
“For the first time ever, an Israeli government will stop housing approvals and all 
new construction of housing units and related infrastructure in West Bank 
settlements,” he said.  
 
“Nothing like this occurred during the [George W.] Bush administration. From 2000 
to 2008, there were new housing construction starts on nearly 20,000 new housing 
units, 9,000 of them between 2004 and 2008.” 
 
He added that the Israeli decision was unilateral, and not part of an agreement with 
either the United States or the Palestinians. “As the president has said, America does 
not accept the legitimacy of continued Israeli settlements,” Mitchell said. 
 
With the exception of “a small number of public buildings such as schools and 
synagogues within existing settlements,” and the completion of buildings already 
under construction, “there will be no approval of any housing projects during the 10-
month moratorium. None,” Mitchell said. 
 
“Implementation of the moratorium could mean much less settlement construction 
than would occur if there is no moratorium,” he said.  
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The special envoy said the United States recognizes Palestinian and Arab concern 
that the moratorium is permitting the completion of buildings under construction 
and it does not include East Jerusalem, which Palestinians hope will be the capital of 
their independent state, saying those are “concerns which we share.” 
 
The U.S. policy toward Jerusalem remains unchanged, Mitchell said. “The status of 
Jerusalem, and all other permanent-status issues, must be resolved by the parties 
through negotiations.” 
 
In addition, “The United States also disagrees with some Israeli actions in Jerusalem 
affecting Palestinians in the areas, such as housing, including the continuing pattern 
of evictions and demolitions of Palestinian homes.” 
 
“The United States has not accepted, and disagrees with, any unilateral action by 
either party which could have the effect of pre-empting negotiations,” he said.  
 
Mitchell said he wants the issue of borders to be resolved during the negotiation 
process “so that there will no longer be any question about settlement construction, 
so that Israelis will be able to build what they want in Israel, and Palestinians will be 
able to build what they want in Palestine.” 
 
The negotiations should begin as soon as possible, and the United States hopes they 
will be “time-limited to a period at the end of which all of the permanent-status 
issues will be resolved and the people of the region can achieve their objective.” 
 
With the goal of a comprehensive peace in the region, Mitchell also said the Obama 
administration strongly encourages Israel and Syria to renew peace talks, saying 
those efforts and the Palestinian track are “not exclusive alternatives.” The United 
States is attempting to “find a mechanism” to reconcile the disagreement between 
Israel’s wish for talks without preconditions and Syria’s desire to first conclude the 
indirect talks that had begun through Turkey in 2008. 
 
Mitchell added that U.S. officials welcome Turkey’s further participation in the talks 
and “any mechanism that will result in progress,” but “that is, of course, a decision 
for the parties to make.” 
 
More broadly, the Obama administration has asked all Arab governments to support 
the Arab Peace Initiative that would encourage them to take steps toward 
normalized relations with Israel.  
 
“We’ve not asked anyone to take the final step of full normalization,” he said. “What 
we’ve asked is gestures, actions, statements and movement in that direction.” As an 
example, Mitchell suggested regional discussions to address common issues of 
concern, such as energy and water, and said they would not occur before the 
resumption of direct Israeli-Palestinian negotiations.  
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“We think that increased contacts between political and nonpolitical leaders, cultural 
and other exchanges, trade relations and other forms of contact of mutual benefit … 
can form an ever-strengthening web of support for the concept of normal relations 
throughout the region,” he said.  
 
The special envoy said U.S. officials from President Obama on down have never 
“promised anything other than a total commitment” on the part of the United States 
to a comprehensive peace in the region. “That remains our commitment and our 
goal.” 
 
“We have to continue to urge, to encourage, to seek, to persuade. The alternative is 
to accept for the people of the region endless conflict, never-ending disagreement, 
and the absence of opportunity and hope for the future,” Mitchell said. 
 
(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 
Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Singh Envisages Strengthened U.S.-Indian Strategic Partnership 
(Prime minister delivers foreign policy overview at Washington forum) (821) 
 
By Howard Cincotta 
Special Correspondent 
 
Washington — Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh called for the establishment 
of a “strategic partnership of global dimensions” between the United States and 
India in a wide-ranging address to a joint meeting of two leading Washington foreign 
policy organizations November 23. 
 
“Our two leading democracies have a rare opportunity to remake a new global 
equilibrium,” he said in a talk and informal question-and-answer session sponsored 
by the Council on Foreign Relations and the Woodrow Wilson International Center 
for Scholars. 
 
Singh is making a four-day official visit to the United States, the first such visit of the 
Obama administration.  
 
WHITE HOUSE WELCOME 
 
President Obama welcomed Singh to the White House on November 24 by saying 
that India and the United States share a common story “of two proud people who 
struggled to break free from an empire and declare their independence. Two bold 
experiments in democracy with constitutions that begin with the same simple words: 
‘We the people.’” 
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In the evening, the prime minister and his wife, Gursharan Kaur, were the guests of 
honor at a formal state dinner held in a heated tent on the White House lawn to 
accommodate the more than 300 guests.  
 
Along with the National Symphony Orchestra conducted by Marvin Hamlisch, the 
entertainment featured Indian composer A.R. Rahman, who wrote the score to the 
hit movie Slumdog Millionaire; singer and actress Jennifer Hudson; and jazz musician 
Kurt Elling. 
 
Presidents Bill Clinton and George W. Bush held formal state dinners with India’s 
leaders during their terms of office as well. 
 
ECONOMIC AGENDA 
 
The immediate task of both countries is to recover from the global financial crisis and 
work toward “an open and liberal regime for transfers of goods, services, 
investments and technology,” said Singh, widely regarded as the principal architect 
of India’s comprehensive economic reforms in the 1990s as India’s finance minister.  
 
He became his nation’s 14th prime minister in 2004 and was re-elected in May.  
 
Singh cited the importance of working together to build a global knowledge 
economy and called for “new frontiers of cooperation” in such areas as education, 
health, energy, technology and agriculture — where he foresaw the opportunity for 
a second Green Revolution. 
 
Bilateral trade has doubled since 2004 and reached nearly $50 billion in 2008, 
according to U.S. trade figures. Indian direct investment in the United States was $3 
billion in 2007 and American investment in India now exceeds $13 billion. 
 
SECURITY ISSUES, CLIMATE CHANGE 
 
Singh addressed several elements of the U.S.-Indian security relationship, from 
building on the landmark civil nuclear accord to cooperating in counterterrorism, and 
regional matters from Afghanistan to dealing with Indian Ocean pirates. 
 
“History has taught us that peace, security and prosperity are indivisible,” he 
declared. 
 
The prime minister welcomed Obama’s call to work for a world free of nuclear 
weapons, adding that his nation looked forward to attending the Summit on Nuclear 
Security that the United States will host in April 2010. 
 
“We believe that India’s security will be enhanced, not diminished, by the complete 
elimination of nuclear weapons the world over.” 
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Asked about Iran, Singh said the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty to which Iran is a 
party provides rights to civilian nuclear power as well as obligations to refrain from 
weapons development. India’s rejection of Iran’s nuclear weapons ambitions “is 
unambiguous,” he said. 
 
Against the backdrop of the attacks in Mumbai a year ago, Singh termed terrorism 
“an existential threat” to India and called on the entire international community to 
support Afghanistan “on its long and hard road to peace.” 
 
In an earlier Washington Post interview, he said, “A victory for the Taliban in 
Afghanistan would have catastrophic consequences for the world, particularly South 
Asia.”  
 
He pledged to continue working toward a permanent settlement of key issues with 
Pakistan, and urged its leaders “to abjure terrorism and come to the table with good 
faith and sincerity.” 
 
The prime minister conceded that the negotiations on climate change leading to the 
Copenhagen conference in December have been more difficult than he anticipated. 
He emphasized, however, that all countries must contribute to a successful 
international agreement. 
 
“We recognize that we have to act on climate change in our own interest, since we 
are among the countries most impacted by climate change.” 
 
INDIAN-U.S. LINKAGES 
 
Singh expressed optimism for the future of the India-U.S. relationship, based on a 
strengthening bilateral, regional and global partnership — and on the common 
values of diversity, democracy, freedom and rule of law. 
 
He also paid tribute to the strength and vitality of the large Indian-American 
population as a powerful factor in drawing India and the United States together. 
 
“The edifice of the India-U.S. partnership is founded on many pillars,” Singh 
declared. “It is a relationship based on pragmatism and principle, and strengthened 
by shared values and common interests.” 
 
(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 
Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Glossary of Nuclear Terms 
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() (1579) 
 
Atomic bomb: An explosive device whose energy typically comes from the fissioning 
of uranium or plutonium.  
 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty ( http://www.ctbto.org/the-treaty/ ) (CTBT): Bans 
nuclear explosions in all environments for military or civilian purposes. It was 
adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 1996 but cannot enter into force 
until ratified by 44 designated countries. Of these 44, India, Pakistan, and North 
Korea have not signed, and China, the United States, Israel, Egypt, Iran and Indonesia 
have not ratified it. For more than a decade, the United States has reaffirmed its 
unilateral moratorium against testing. Although the United States signed the accord, 
the Senate never ratified it. President Obama pledged to press for Senate 
ratification. 
 
The Cooperative Threat Reduction Program ( http://lugar.senate.gov/nunnlugar/ ), 
also known as the Nunn-Lugar Program: Provides U.S. financial assistance and 
expertise to help countries of the former Soviet Union safeguard and dismantle 
stockpiles of nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction and related material 
and delivery systems. 
 
Dismantlement: Taking apart a weapons system, including cutting it into pieces, to 
comply with arms-control agreements. 
 
Downloading: The removal of some warheads from a multiple independently 
targetable re-entry vehicle (MIRV). 
 
First Use: The introduction of nuclear weapons into a conflict. (“No first use” is a 
term that means a nation pledges not to be the first one to introduce such weapons 
into a conflict.) 
 
Fissile Material: Nuclear material such as U-235 and Pu-239, used to make nuclear 
weapons. 
 
Fissile Material Cut-Off Treaty (FMCT): A 1993 treaty that prohibits the further 
production of weapons-grade nuclear materials. It has not entered into force partly 
due to a disagreement relating to inspections. President Obama has called for 
prompt negotiation on a new draft treaty ( 
http://www.fissilematerials.org/ipfm/site_down/fmct-ipfm-sep2009.pdf ) (PDF, 
178KB). 
 
Fuel Cycle: The sequence of operations involved in supplying fuel for nuclear power 
generation, irradiating the fuel in a nuclear reactor and treating the fuel elements 
following discharge from the reactor. 
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Fuel Rod: The tubes, up to four or five meters long and usually made of Zircaloy, 
containing the fuel for a nuclear reactor. 
 
Full-Scope Safeguards: Placed by the IAEA on nuclear facilities, these specific 
procedures, such as the use of sensors, inspections and accounting methods, ensure 
that nuclear materials are used only for peaceful purposes. 
 
Highly Enriched Uranium (HEU): Uranium that is enriched from its naturally occurring 
0.7 percent to above 20 percent of the U-235 isotope. Weapons-grade material is 
usually enriched to 90 percent U-235 or greater.  
 
Intercontinental Ballistic Missile (ICBM): A long-range, land-based ballistic missile 
designed to launch nuclear weapons beyond 5,500 kilometers. 
 
Intermediate-range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF): A 1987 bilateral treaty between the 
United States and the Soviet Union ( 
http://www.nti.org/e_research/official_docs/inventory/pdfs/inf.pdf ) (PDF, 134KB) 
that required destruction of ground-launched ballistic and cruise missiles with ranges 
of between 500 and 5,500 kilometers, their launchers and associated support 
structures and equipment. When the Soviet Union was dissolved in 1991, the United 
States secured continuation of the agreement with the 12 former Soviet republics. 
 
International Atomic Energy Agency ( http://www.iaea.org/ ) (IAEA): A United 
Nations organization that works for the safe, secure and peaceful uses of nuclear 
science and technology. It was established as an autonomous organization in 1957 
and has become the primary tool for verifying compliance and detecting 
noncompliance with the obligations of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. 
 
Lisbon Protocol (also known as the START Protocol): The protocol signed in 1992 by 
the United States, Russia, Belarus, Kazakhstan and Ukraine as a mechanism to 
formalize the accession of all five parties to the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty and 
commit the three non-Russian former Soviet republics to join the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty as non-nuclear weapon states. 
 
Multiple Independently Targetable Reentry Vehicle (MIRV): A missile that can deliver 
two or more nuclear warheads to distinct, separate targets.  
 
Negative Security Assurance (NSA): A promise by a state not to use or threaten to 
use nuclear weapons against non-nuclear parties to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty. 
 
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM): A group of 115 nations representing the priorities 
and interests of developing countries.  
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Nonproliferation (NP): Actions taken — by way of diplomacy, arms control measures, 
multilateral treaties, financial assistance or export controls — to prevent the spread 
of weapons of mass destruction and related technology and expertise. 
 
Nuclear-Free Zones ( http://www.un.org/disarmament/WMD/Nuclear/NWFZ.shtml ) 
(NFZs): Areas in which the development, testing, production or deployment of 
nuclear weapons is prohibited by mutual agreement. Treaties establishing nuclear-
free zones include the Antarctic Treaty (1959), the Outer Space Treaty (1967), the 
Treaty of Tlatelolco (Latin America, 1968), the Seabed Treaty (1971), the Rarotonga 
Treaty (South Pacific, 1995), and the Pelindaba Treaty (Africa, 1996). 
 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty ( http://www.un.org/Depts/dda/WMD/treaty/ ) 
(NPT): A 1968 multilateral treaty designed to limit the proliferation of nuclear 
weapons. The NPT entered into force in 1970 and was extended indefinitely in 1995. 
The treaty is reviewed every five years. In the May 2010 Review Conference, the 
United States is seeking commitments to strengthen the treaty and to encourage 
universal membership. 
 
Nuclear Proliferation: The spread of nuclear weapons-related components, 
technology or expertise to nations or groups without an existing capability. 
 
Nuclear Posture Review (NPR): A periodic Defense Department review ( 
http://www.defenselink.mil/news/d20090602NPR.pdf ) (PDF, 36KB) of U.S. nuclear 
deterrence policy, strategy and force posture. The 2009 review is scheduled for 
completion by the end of 2009 and will provide policy and program guidance for five 
to 10 years. 
 
Nuclear Risk Reduction Center ( http://www.state.gov/t/vci/nrrc/ ) (NRRC): 
Permanent offices with direct communication links established in 1987 between 
Washington and Moscow as a way to exchange data and carry out notifications 
required by arms-control and confidence-building agreements. 
 
Nuclear Suppliers Group ( http://www.nuclearsuppliersgroup.org/Leng/default.htm ) 
(NSG), also known as the London Group: Established in response to the 1974 Indian 
nuclear test. Intended to go beyond the measures adopted by the Zangger 
Committee and the NPT, the NSG maintains nuclear guidelines and a “trigger list” for 
control of the transfer of nuclear facilities, equipment and materials. 
 
Nuclear Umbrella: A guarantee by a nuclear-weapon state to defend and protect a 
non-nuclear ally.  
 
Nuclear Weapon: A device that releases nuclear energy in an explosive manner as 
the result of nuclear chain reactions involving the fission or fusion, or both, of atomic 
nuclei. 
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Nuclear Yield: Energy released by a nuclear detonation classified as very low (less 
than one kiloton), low (1 to 10 kilotons), medium (11 to 50 kilotons) and high (51 to 
500 kilotons). 
 
On-Site Inspections: Visits by teams of specialists to allow parties to a treaty to verify 
each other’s compliance with the treaty provisions. Inspections generally take place 
throughout the implementation of a treaty and may include review of force 
deployments or inspection of treaty-specific equipment and support structures. 
 
Positive Security Assurances (PSAs): A promise to aid a non-nuclear-weapon state 
that has been threatened with or attacked by nuclear weapons. 
 
Stockpile Stewardship Program ( 
http://www.nv.doe.gov/nationalsecurity/stewardship/default.htm ) (SSP): A 
Department of Energy program to maintain the safety and reliability of U.S. nuclear 
weapons without testing under a Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty. 
 
Strategic Nuclear Forces: Land-based ballistic missiles with ranges of more than 
5,500 kilometers, modern submarine-launched ballistic missiles, and heavy bombers.  
 
Strategic Offensive Reductions Treaty (SORT), also known as the Moscow Treaty ( 
http://cns.miis.edu/inventory/pdfs/sort.pdf ) (PDF, 111KB): A 2002 treaty in which 
the United States and Russia agreed to limit their nuclear arsenals to a range of 
1,700 to 2,200 warheads. 
 
Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty ( 
http://www.dod.mil/acq/acic/treaties/start1/index.htm ) (START): The United States 
and the Soviet Union agreed in 1991 to reduce the number of strategic warheads on 
each side from 10,000 to 6,000 and to allow each side to have no more than 1,600 
delivery vehicles. Presidents Obama and Medvedev have committed their countries 
to reduce warheads to a range of between 1,500 and 1,675, and their delivery 
systems would be limited to between 500 and 1,100 in the latest round of talks 
designed to produce a follow-on agreement to START, which expires December 5, 
2009. 
 
START II ( http://www.dod.mil/acq/acic/treaties/start2/index.htm ): Addressed 
further strategic reductions for the United States and Russia. The United States 
ratified the START II agreement in 1996, and Russia followed suit in 2000, contingent 
on U.S. observance of the ABM Treaty. Following U.S. withdrawal from the ABM 
Treaty in 2002, Russia declared itself no longer bound by the START II provisions. 
 
Tactical Nuclear Weapons: Nuclear weapons, such as artillery shells, bombs and 
short-range missiles, for use in localized, battlefield operations. 
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Telemetry: In the context of verification, electronic data transmitted from a weapon 
system being tested that communicates the system’s function and performance 
parameters. 
 
Theater Nuclear Forces: Nuclear forces designed for localized, regional military 
missions. 
 
Weapons-Grade Material: Nuclear material considered most suitable for a nuclear 
weapon. It usually connotes uranium enriched to above 90 percent U-235 or 
plutonium with greater than 90 percent Pu-239. (Crude weapons can be fabricated 
from lower-grade material.) 
 
Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD): nuclear, chemical, biological and radiological 
weapons. 
 
Yield: The amount of energy released by a nuclear explosion, generally measured in 
equivalent tons of the chemical compound TNT. A kiloton is equivalent to 1,000 tons 
of TNT; a megaton is equivalent to 1 million tons of TNT.  
 
Zangger Committee ( http://www.zanggercommittee.org/Zangger/default.htm ), 
also known as the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty Exporters Committee: It 
developed the Zangger List, which identifies items whose export would “trigger” the 
application of IAEA safeguards to the facility for which the items are being provided.  
 
Source: “Arms Control and Disarmament: The U.S. Commitment” published by the 
U.S. Information Agency, 1997. 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Russian and American Students Exchange Views on Nonproliferation 
() (702) 
 
By Katherine Lewis 
Special Correspondent 
 
Washington — Russian and American students showed that their views are more 
similar than divergent during a November 12 videoconference that focused on 
nuclear nonproliferation and Russia-U.S. relations. 
 
While the students offered a range of individual opinions on issues, they agreed that 
their two countries must continue to reduce nuclear arsenals and work with global 
organizations to combat the spread of nuclear weapons technology.  
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Students from George Washington University and Georgetown University — both 
located in Washington — and the University of St. Petersburg in Russia expressed 
relief that diplomatic relations between their two countries are stronger than during 
the Cold War and noted a growing focus on “soft security.” 
 
“The mentality that the more weapons you have, the stronger you are, seems to be a 
relic of the past,” said Russian student Yekaterina Klimenko through an interpreter. 
“Rather, the states are diverting their attention to different types of security,” such 
as environmental and economic security. 
 
Both groups of students also cited the lack of a clear strategy to replace past reliance 
on nuclear deterrence as the world moves from a bipolar landscape where factions 
formed around two comparatively equal superpowers to a multipolar world in which 
there are many centers of power. 
 
“We have seen the flaws in hard power, essentially in arms races. As a result, we’re 
left with these deterrence strategies that are inconsistent and as a result misleading 
and ineffective,” said Josh Snider, one of the American students. 
 
The countries that signed the 1968 Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty should present 
a unified front in dealing with countries that are trying to develop nuclear weapons, 
Snider said. 
 
It is also important to work through international organizations such as the United 
Nations and the International Atomic Energy Agency to detect nuclear testing by 
countries that want to develop nuclear weapons, the students agreed. Russia 
supports the ratification of a new treaty to reduce offensive nuclear weapons to 
replace the expiring Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty, Russian student Sergey Tambi 
said. 
 
Several of the students differed on whether it is acceptable to use force to stop a 
rogue nation from obtaining nuclear weapons. Some students suggested that in 
certain limited circumstances, force might be justifiable. 
 
Klimenko maintained that there are better alternatives to force. 
 
“Addressing the underlying factors is also important before they get to the point 
where they’re going to be looking to acquire a nuclear weapon,” said American 
student Jonathan Phalen. 
 
Obama’s election gives hope to Russian students — and the Russian population 
generally — who saw his opponent in the 2008 presidential race, Senator John 
McCain, as more antagonistic toward Russia, according to Russian student Khursav 
Rasulov. “The relations of the United States and Russians are going to get better, and 
the conflicts are going to come down,” Rasulov said in English. 
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“As an American growing up under the Bush administration and moving to the 
Obama administration, I’m very relieved to see a warming up, a new dialogue in 
American-Russian relations,” said American student Jonathan Askonas. 
 
Still, Klimenko said, it is premature to judge the results of the administration’s 
policies so early in the presidential term. 
 
“They simply haven’t had enough time to demonstrate their abilities and their 
thinking in the realm of the external policy,” she said. “Currently, the Obama 
administration is more involved in the internal policy issues. They have to deal with 
the resolution of the economic crisis.” 
 
Both sides expressed optimism about the dawning of a new, friendlier era in U.S.-
Russian relations and said they’d like to continue their dialogue by videoconference 
in coming months. 
 
The students ended their conversation with a promise to visit again, through e-mail 
and social-networking platforms. At times, their discussion seemed like it actually 
could have been among students in a single classroom, in either country. 
 
Young people in Russia and America have been significantly changed by increased 
communication between the countries, “by global exchanges of all kinds, shapes and 
form, the possibility of travel, the possibilities of socializing more due to the means 
of modern communications,” said Russian student Valeriya Nechayeva. “We’re also 
united by common interests such as music, for example, and trends in fashion.” 
 
(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 
Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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*WPD305   11/25/2009 
U.S.-Russian Nuclear Pact Will Drive Future Weapons Cuts 
(Other nonproliferation milestones loom in 2010) (900) 
 
By Jacquelyn S. Porth 
Staff Writer 
 
Washington — Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton has said the nuclear status 
quo is neither desirable nor sustainable. It gives countries an “excuse to pursue their 
own nuclear options.” 
 
But recently, U.S. and Russian officials have been through eight rounds of 
negotiations in Geneva to change the status quo. They’re hammering out the details 
of a new accord to succeed the 1991 Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty ( 
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http://www.state.gov/t/isn/18535.htm ), often referred to as START, scheduled to 
expire December 5. 
 
The 1991 treaty called for cuts in nuclear warheads on each side to less than 6,000 
and of launchers to less than 1,600. The deadline was met in 2001. 
 
In 2002, the Strategic Offensive Reductions Treaty, or SORT, otherwise known as the 
Moscow Treaty, stipulated that the numbers of operationally deployed warheads 
would drop by 2012 to within the range of 1,700-2,200 for each side. As of May 
2009, the United States had achieved its limits. 
 
In June 2009, President Obama met with Russian President Dmitry Medvedev in 
Moscow and agreed to push the numbers lower yet. Each side will retain between 
1,500 and 1,675 warheads under a new follow-on START agreement being 
negotiated that would also reduce delivery vehicles — long-range heavy bombers, 
submarines and intercontinental ballistic missiles — by at least 30 percent, to a level 
between 500 and 1,100. 
 
Linton Brooks, chief negotiator for the 1991 agreement, said he expects the pending 
accord to reduce any lingering suspicion between the two countries by promoting 
additional transparency and predictability. 
 
Both countries seek a treaty to further reduce weapons, increase stability and 
support pressing nonproliferation objectives. While details of the negotiations are 
confidential, Vladimir Yevseyev — a specialist with Russia’s Institute of World 
Economy and International Relations — told Global Security Newswire that the two 
sides are trying to overcome a disagreement about how to count stored nuclear 
weapons. 
 
The executive director of the nongovernmental group Arms Control Association ( 
http://www.armscontrol.org/subject/61/date ), Daryl Kimball, said the two sides 
have had “relatively little time to work out the many details of the pact” since 
serious talks began only in mid-2009. Even so, he said he doesn’t anticipate major 
problems that can’t be resolved by the end of December. The negotiators “can and 
must reach agreement on new, lower ceilings for strategic deployed warheads and 
strategic nuclear delivery launchers that can carry them,” he said, “and they must 
decide on which verification, monitoring and information exchange provisions from 
the original START agreement they will carry forward.” 
 
U.S.-Russian differences “can be bridged if there is sufficient political will,” he added. 
 
Kimball said concluding a successor agreement to START “is an essential step toward 
reducing excessive U.S. and Russian strategic nuclear stockpiles and opening the way 
to deeper verifiable reductions of all types of … warheads — strategic and 
nonstrategic, deployed and nondeployed — in the next round of talks, which should 
begin early next year.” 
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A new, legally binding and verifiable treaty concluded in 2009 will reinforce U.S. and 
Russian confidence by allowing inspections to continue. Russia, for example, has 
conducted 400 inspections in the United States under START. 
 
Kimball said the ability of the United States and Russia “to monitor and confidently 
predict the size and composition of each other’s vast nuclear forces would diminish” 
without continuing key verification provisions drawn from the 1991 strategic pact. 
 
Joe Cirincione, president of the nongovernmental Ploughshares Fund, said the treaty 
now under construction sets the stage for additional U.S.-Russian talks needed in the 
next few years to tackle “bold reductions.” The easy steps have already been taken, 
he said. Any future bilateral agreement, coming after the U.S. Senate and the 
Russian Duma ratify this one, will be harder to achieve. 
 
START WILL PUSH NONPROLIFERATION AGENDA 
 
START follow-on measures are in keeping with Obama’s nonproliferation agenda, 
which envisions working toward a world free of nuclear weapons ( 
http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-
english/2009/April/20090406115740eaifas0.9701763.html ). 
 
Deputy Secretary of State James Steinberg said a START successor agreement will be 
a milestone in the nuclear disarmament process, setting the scene to draw all 
nuclear-weapons states into the process eventually. 
 
Replacing START, winning ratification of the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) ( 
http://www.state.gov/www/global/arms/treaties/ctb.html )  ( 
http://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&q=cache:Sz1uNyUPKgYJ:www.ctbto.org/filead
min/content/reference/outreach/booklet1a.pdf+Comprehensive+Test+Ban+Treaty+
draft&hl=en&gl=us&pid=bl&srcid=ADGEESi87FDYVXbFeM8l0hi5m87R3XWCG2UxMA
plKufQ7mRNZOVcLebooDgmwsdfnXrslPT89fK ) — which Obama has pledged to do 
— and promoting fruitful negotiations to secure a Fissile Material Cut-Off Treaty ( 
http://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&q=cache:-
k2vVIVncZUJ:www.fissilematerials.org/ipfm/site_down/fmct-ipfm-
sep2009.pdf+Fissile+Material+Cut-
Off+Treaty+draft&hl=en&gl=us&sig=AHIEtbQa_5eaSMaUi_CEtYLjTb3lzmTxXQ ) will 
go far in building international support for a renewed nuclear nonproliferation 
regime, Steinberg said, as will the global nuclear security summit convening in 
Washington in 2010. 
 
Kimball said a 2009 START accord and U.S. ratification of the CTBT will “enhance U.S. 
security by helping to restrain the nuclear capabilities of other states and increase 
international support for measures to strengthen the beleaguered Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty,” which comes up for review in 2010. 
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Max Kampelman, a Democrat who worked as a strategic arms negotiator during the 
Reagan administration (January 1981 to January 1989), said President Ronald Reagan 
“very much wanted the world free of nuclear weapons.” 
 
Obama, addressing the 2009 United Nations Security Council Summit on nuclear 
nonproliferation, quoted Reagan: “A nuclear war cannot be won and must never be 
fought.” 
 
The goal of abolishing nuclear arms is gaining “a great deal of traction,” according to 
Kampelman. While it’s easier to talk about than to achieve, he said, the political 
suggestion that the world “ought to reduce to zero” is powerful. 
 
(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 
Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
NNNN 
 
 
*WPD306   11/25/2009 
Transcript: Russian, American Students Talk About Nonproliferation 
() (707) 
 
Students from the University of St. Petersburg and from Georgetown University and 
George Washington University discuss nuclear nonproliferation issues that affect 
their countries and the rest of the world. Following are excerpts. 
 
(begin transcript) 
 
Video located at: 
http://www.america.gov/multimedia/video.html?videoId=52243162001 
 
Alexei Nikitin -- Just think, during the time of the cold war, so many nuclear weapons 
were accumulated that they would be able to destroy all life on earth over 200 
times. That’s when we had the arms race, there were different countries, a different 
world. But now I look at disarmament issues in our countries very positively. From 
Russia’s perspective, there are no more benefits to nuclear weapons, not absolute 
ones, not relative ones.  In principle, it’s not beneficial to Russia to maintain such a 
large amount of nuclear weapons. They have constant costs and expenditures, 
problems of keeping them secure, and a great number of military personnel are 
devoted to them, but it is worth admitting that the military lobby of Russia still 
remains quite strong. 
 
Andrew Riedy -- I think that we have a responsibility, both the Russian side and the 
American side, as possessing the large number of nuclear weapons that we have and 
using them politically over the last 50 years. We have an obligation to ease our 
dependence off of nuclear weapons. Countries are going to want their own nuclear 
weapons programs as long as they see that they have utility. When we ease 
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ourselves off of nuclear weapons, we can adjust the cost-benefit calculations for 
countries looking to start nuclear weapons programs. So until we delegitimize their 
use, and ease away from them, they are going to be relevant. Wt need to address 
the underlying security concerns of nations and we need to ease our dependence on 
nuclear weapons by adjusting our posture step by step by step.   
 
Yekaterina Klimenko -- In my opinion, by no means should we resort to force in any 
situation, in so far as in modern society there are always many other means of 
accomplishing our goals. Moreover, I think that in regards to Iran and North Korea, 
we are both at fault in this situation, because we, the US and USSR, were the source 
of these nuclear programs.  Regarding North Korea, certainly incorrect steps have 
been taken to pacify the country, by letting it have a light-water reactor. Korea in 
response to this calms down for a while, claims that they aren’t developing a nuclear 
weapon, but after a while it all starts up again. I think we should be approaching this 
differently 
 
Jonathan Phelan -- I think the United States and Russia can go a long way by setting a 
good example and working together on our own disarmament, which we have been 
doing for over 50 years. Looking at countries that want to enter the club now, it is 
important to both work together with that country and with other countries to 
prevent the spread of nuclear weapons, because it becomes a slippery slope when 
you look at deterrence. In the example of Pakistan and India, it’s clear that the 
presence of nuclear weapons in that region is a factor in why India and Pakistan hold 
onto their weapons so strongly.  
 
Katherine Myer- Davis: I think that the key here is that it is a global effort and that it 
needs to be done together. It’s too big of a challenge for just one country alone. An 
important point with this is getting enough information in order to detect when 
countries are attempting to join the nuclear club. Countries like the US and Russia 
should put their full support behind organizations like the IAEA in the hopes that we 
can get information from secretive nations such as Iran and North Korea. 
 
Louis Laverone: As far as what this means, it signals a sort of a change in thinking as 
far as American policy makers go and that the Obama administration is more 
interested in listening to the concerns of other countries, especially Russia, more 
interested in international cooperation, and is less concerned with a unilateral, 
military approach to, say, the Iranian problem, and is more interested in finding 
diplomatic solutions rather than trying to counter things through military or 
technological means. 
 
(end transcript) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
NNNN 
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*WPD307   11/25/2009 
Entrepreneurs from Muslim World Sought for Washington Summit 
() (494) 
 
By Stephen Kaufman 
Staff Writer 
 
Washington — Approximately 150 entrepreneurs from Muslim-majority countries 
and Muslim communities around the world will be invited to a two-day summit in 
Washington in spring 2010 to meet with their peers and U.S. officials to explore 
areas of partnership and ways to drive economic and social innovation. 
 
Deputy Secretary of Commerce Dennis Hightower told reporters at Washington’s 
Foreign Press Center November 23 that the Presidential Summit on 
Entrepreneurship is a “direct follow-up” from President Obama's June 4 commitment 
( http://www.america.gov/st/texttrans-
english/2009/June/20090603171549eaifas0.6576807.html )  in Cairo to “identify 
how we can deepen ties between the business leaders, foundations and social 
entrepreneurs in the U.S. and Muslim communities around the world.” 
 
The 150 delegates can be nominated “by businesses, governments, academic 
institutions, [and] social entrepreneurship institutions” throughout the world’s 
Muslim communities and Muslim-majority countries. “Or you can self-nominate,” 
Hightower said. Non-Muslims in Muslim-majority countries are also encouraged to 
apply. 
 
The Obama administration views the summit as “an unprecedented historical 
opportunity both to support and highlight the leaders and drivers of economic and 
social innovation” and to “really craft a new model for a new basis for relationships 
based on mutual respect and partnership around common challenges,” Hightower 
said. 
 
The goal is to enhance partnerships that would “link capital, business development, 
*and+ market access,” enabling entrepreneurs to build “high-growth and high-impact 
ventures,” as well as continue to look at ways to sustain the existing U.S. focus on 
other types of partnership programs. 
 
Hightower reflected on his career in which he opened businesses in Kuwait, Kuala 
Lumpur, Johor Bahru, Istanbul, Saudi Arabia, Dubai, and elsewhere in the Middle 
East region. 
 
The underlying rationale driving his ventures was determined by “what is going to be 
mutually beneficial” in terms of job creation in those countries along with what 
would be good for a U.S. company. Both benefits, he said are “equally compelling.” 
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“The unifying theme of how we are more alike is certainly at the core of why this 
makes sense now,” Hightower said. At the end of the day, “good business is good 
business.” 
 
U.S. embassies and consulates in the countries where the delegates will likely be 
coming from have been told about the summit and will be processing the visas and 
other paperwork necessary for the 150 participants to come to Washington. 
 
Along with the Department of Commerce and its Office of Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship, the State Department and the U.S. Agency for International 
Development will be playing key roles in implementing the summit. 
 
There is a broad and diverse platform from which to get “the best possible range of 
participation,” Hightower said. “You just never know where the next best or good 
idea is going to come from.” 
 
More information, including a link to a nomination form that can be submitted 
online, can be found at the summit’s Web site ( 
http://www.entrepreneurship.gov/summit/ ). The deadline for nominations is 
November 30. 
 
(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 
Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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*WPD308   11/25/2009 
Q&A with Ambassador Eric Goosby, U.S. Global AIDS Coordinator 
(Dr. Goosby Answers Questions from the Global Community on Facebook) (853) 
 
Ahead of World AIDS Day on December 1, we asked people on Facebook one 
question: What do you want to ask the U.S. global AIDS coordinator? What follows 
are your questions and Ambassador Eric Goosby’s responses. 
 
Q&A with Ambassador Eric Goosby, United States Global AIDS Coordinator 
 
Question: 
 
I would like to know more about HAART for children ... especially newborn babies; 
the introduction and escalation of rehabilitative services and step-down care for 
children, especially those orphaned. 
 
Ambassador Eric Goosby: 
 
HAART is a very successful AIDS therapy program that stands for Highly Active Anti-
Retroviral Treatment. It’s a term that was coined in 1996–97 when the discovery of 
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Protease Inhibitors with Ritonavir and Saquinavir was first obtained by Roche 
Pharmaceuticals. That triggered an era where anti-retroviral treatment went from 
being largely ineffective for periods greater than 18 months to being remarkably 
effective for an undetermined length of time. We now know these highly active anti-
retrovirals have the ability to suppress viral replication really indefinitely as long as 
the person can take the medication and tolerate it. And that has stopped progression 
in the individual, dropped their infectivity, and allows them to go back to a normal 
life. 
 
As for children, in the last two years, the [medical] literature has supported using 
three-drug anti-retroviral HAART therapy about a month after birth. What happens is 
their brain and growth development stays on a normal growth curve. The program 
also starts them on Co-trimoxazole, which is a medication that stops common 
infections. We now have followed children long enough to see some of the children 
started on HAART in the late 90’s *thrive]. Actually, a close pediatrician friend of 
mine has had his first child HAART patient actually starting medical school. 
 
Question: 
 
4.6 million people have HIV in Africa; less than one-quarter get antiretroviral 
therapy. What are [you] doing about this problem? 
 
Ambassador Goosby:  
 
Well, those numbers actually underreport the AIDS burden in Africa. There are 33 
million people on the planet with HIV; 27 million are in sub-Saharan Africa. Of those 
27 million, PEPFAR has supported treatment of about 2.1 million.  
 
What we’re doing is working with our partner countries to identify HIV-positive 
people. We then take the HIV-positive person and put them into care and provide 
services that would include HAART therapy. We’re also working very aggressively to 
scale up our efforts to prevent people from getting infected. Prevention activities are 
difficult because you have to convince people not to participate in high-risk [sexual] 
behavior and that message has to be reinforced every day. Prevention strategies 
have to be constant, repetitive, and persistent for years to maintain the impact. It’s 
quite different than treatment. 
 
Question: 
 
Why do U.S. pharmaceuticals [companies] refuse to give [drug] patents to African 
counterparts to enable them [to] reduce the cost of ARVs here [in Africa] while they 
gave [them to] their European, Asian counterparts? Is there a racial twist [factor] or 
are they profiting more from Africa than anywhere else? 
 
Ambassador Goosby:  
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Pharmaceutical companies are generally, in fact almost exclusively, for-profit. It costs 
hundreds of millions of dollars by any standard to develop one drug and you don’t 
know if it will be effective. The first anti-retroviral, saquinavir, ritonavir, that came 
out in 1994–96 took eight or nine years of research and development to develop. So, 
the development and manufacturing of new pharmaceutical agents is a risky 
business. Most attempts fail. 
 
However, there are now many examples of pharmaceutical companies that have 
engaged with generic manufacturers, mostly in India, some in sub-Saharan Africa, 
that produce a generic form of drugs patented by Western companies. They in fact 
work with the generic companies to manufacture drugs that are effective and safe 
and sell to markets that can’t afford the non-generic drug prices. For example, for 
the HAART therapy I mentioned, the average cost is $9,000 to $12,000 a year. We’ve 
been able with generic manufacturing and with competition to get the price down to 
about $400 for first-line therapy in sub-Saharan African settings. 
 
Question: 
 
*Don’t you think+ more aggressive campaigns as regards preventive measures should 
be emphasized? 
 
Ambassador Goosby:  
 
I can’t argue against that. Prevention is a critical component to responding to an 
AIDS epidemic. The truth is we’re spending millions on prevention. The issue is their 
effectiveness. The problem as I alluded to earlier is that to sustain the prevention 
message you have to be repetitive and targeted in getting it to those who are 
participating in the riskiest behavior [such as unprotected sex and sex with multiple 
partners]. Most governments and prevention-focused NGOs engaged in prevention 
messaging have difficulty because of limited healthcare resources that make it hard 
to sustain that kind of constant messaging. 
 
Also, people are complicated and to change behavior is even more complicated. 
When you get into sexual behavior, you’re in an area of major conflicting messages 
and motivations that determine whether the person stays safe or is unsafe. 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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*WPD309   11/25/2009 
Global Campaign to End Violence Against Women Begins 
(Ambassador Melanne Verveer raises awareness of gender-based violence) (782) 
 
By May G. Baptista 
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Staff Writer 
 
Washington — As the world commemorates the International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence Against Women on November 25, the United Nations is 
kicking off a “16 Days of Activism to End Violence Against Women” campaign where 
governments and civil society groups will work to raise awareness about gender 
violence.  
 
“Violence against women and girls is a very serious global pandemic,” said U.S. 
Ambassador-at-Large for Global Women’s Issues Melanne Verveer in response to 
questions posed by America.gov Facebook fans. “It also has very serious 
consequences for the destabilization of societies because communities are 
decimated; the family is decimated.”  
 
According to the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM ( 
http://www.unifem.org/gender_issues/violence_against_women/ )), up to six out of 
10 women experience physical and/or sexual violence in their lifetime. “We are 
recognizing — more and more, thankfully — that this is a very, very serious global 
problem and that we all have a responsibility to work to address it,” Verveer said.  
 
Women are subjected to violence in many forms. “The trafficking of girls, children 
and women — even some men — is one of the terrible problems that afflict our 
world. They are bought and sold like they were products and used for exploitation,” 
Verveer said. “It is a very big problem in many places of the world. It is a modern-day 
version of slavery.” 
 
Verveer said countries need to have laws ensuring that those who perpetrate 
violence against women will be punished and to enforce those laws once enacted. 
The United States has the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA), “which in many 
ways is a good model,” she said. The law is based on what Verveer called “the three 
P’s: Protection, Prevention and Prosecution.”  
 
The U.S. federal laws to combat trafficking of persons follow the same “three P’s” 
model. The anti-trafficking laws help to prevent trafficking by increasing awareness 
through public outreach campaigns. The federal laws also provide resources to 
protect the victims and prosecute the perpetrators. Additionally, the Department of 
State’s Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons works with governments 
and organizations around the world to offer training programs, materials and 
funding for awareness campaigns.  
 
“We help countries train their police and judges so that people who perpetrate these 
crimes are punished. … First and foremost we have to deal with the problem of 
prevention. We have to make children aware,” Verveer said. The office publishes an 
annual report ( http://www.state.gov/g/tip/rls/tiprpt/2009/ ) on “what countries are 
doing or not doing that can be used by the citizens of those countries and 
governments to improve the situation,” Verveer said. 
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In September, President Obama celebrated the 15th anniversary of VAWA by issuing 
a proclamation that called on “all men and women of all ages, communities, 
organizations, and all levels of governments, to work in collaboration to end violence 
against women.” 
 
“Far too many women in our communities and neighborhoods, and across the world, 
continue to suffer from violence. Inspired by the promise and achievement of the 
Violence Against Women Act, our nation stands united in its determination to end 
these crimes and help those in need,” Obama said. 
 
The United Nations, governments worldwide and civil society groups are working 
together to increase awareness. Groups such as the Man Up Campaign in the United 
States will “educate and create a discussion about gender-based violence through 
the use of hip-hop music and sports,” said Verveer in her October 1 testimony before 
the U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations. “Man Up will enlist young people at 
the World Cup in South Africa to commit to being long-term partners of the 
initiative,” she added.  
 
Many organizations worldwide have set up programs for the 16 Days of Activism 
campaign. For example, Prajna, a Chennai, India-based nongovernmental 
organization, will launch a series of events across that city and on the Internet. One 
of the activities, Burst Media Bubbles, has been launched on Prajna’s Facebook site ( 
http://prajnya16days.blogspot.com/ ). A group of media students will post links to 
media stories on gender-based violence. According to the Facebook site, the goal of 
this activity is to “generate opinion and debate on words, vocabulary and images 
that are already in the public domain.” 
 
Fans can also link to Rutgers University’s “Official 16 Days of Activism” Facebook site 
( http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Official-16-Days-of-Activism-Against-
Gender-Violence-Campaign/134783551561 ) to engage in a global dialogue related 
to eliminating violence against women. 
 
A transcript of Verveer’s question-and-answer session with Facebook fans ( 
http://www.america.gov/st/develop-
english/2009/November/20091118151434AKllennoccm0.516308.html ) is available 
on America.gov. 
 
Her written testimony before the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations ( 
http://www.state.gov/s/gwi/rls/rem/2009/123500.htm ) is available from the State 
Department. 
 
(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 
Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
NNNN 
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*WPD310   11/25/2009 
Smithsonian Rare Russian Coin Collection Seeks Exhibition Sponsor 
(Extremely rare coins chronicle history of Russian empire) (1223) 
 
By Jonathan Schaffer 
Staff Writer 
 
Washington — On the fourth-floor offices of the National Museum of American 
History, a place few people ever get to visit, is a collection of more than 14,000 
Russian coins and medals dating back 1,000 years. The collection, rivaled only by the 
coin collection in the Hermitage Museum in St. Petersburg, Russia, is so 
extraordinary that many of these objects cannot be found in any other private or 
public collection worldwide. And the collection’s journey to the United States is a 
story filled with intrigue and mystery. 
 
The Smithsonian Institution wants to share this story with audiences worldwide, but 
putting together a traveling exhibition faces a few major hurdles. The Smithsonian 
isn’t allocated government funds for overseas exhibitions, and museum officials say 
they need a sponsor to help defray the cost of developing the exhibits and providing 
security, which could run upwards of $2 million. The institution says it is ready to 
collaborate with its museum counterparts in Russia and Eastern Europe to make its 
hope a reality — if not an actual exhibition, at least a virtual one that highlights the 
best of the collections at the Smithsonian and the Hermitage. 
 
On a recent visit to the museum, Smithsonian officials outlined for America.gov how 
the collection chronicles the history of Russia, from the early principalities which 
made it, up to the time of Peter the Great, and on to the 20th century and beyond. 
 
Most of the collection was donated in the 1950s to the Smithsonian by Willis du 
Pont, the youngest of 10 children born to Lammot du Pont, the former head of 
DuPont Company and one of the heirs to a vast fortune. But this is just the end of the 
story. 
 
The tale begins in the late 1800s with Russian Grand Duke Georgii Mikhailovich, who 
was imprisoned by the Bolsheviks and executed by firing squad in 1919 at the Peter 
and Paul Fortress in St. Petersburg. Mikhailovich was a nephew of Tsar Alexander II 
and first cousin of Tsar Alexander III. 
 
In 1895, the grand duke, who was an avid coin collector, was appointed director of 
the newly founded Alexander III Museum. He devoted much of his time and 
resources to increasing the museum’s numismatic collection, to which he donated 
his own collection of rare and outstanding pieces in 1909. 
 
According to Smithsonian officials, during World War I, Mikhailovich was concerned 
about the safety of the collection and had it stored in five large crates at the State 



 
 

O F F I C E  O F  P U B L I C  A F F A I R S  /  E M B A S S Y  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  A M E R I C A  

 

Str. "Samoilova" Nr.21 1000 Skopje /Telephone (+389) (2) 310 2000, Fax (+389) (2) 310 2499 E-mail: EmbSkoWebM@mt.net.mk    

Loan Bank in St. Petersburg for safekeeping. During the Russian Revolution, the 
crates were moved out of the bank, and this is where the story gets murky. 
 
Some believe that the crates were moved to Moscow, while others believe they 
were moved elsewhere. Smithsonian officials say that four of the five crates ended 
up in southern Russia, from where they were sent to Yugoslavia in 1919. A suit was 
filed in Yugoslav courts by the grand duke’s wife, Maria Georgievna, to obtain 
possession of the coins, and a countersuit was filed by the Bolshevik government. 
The court awarded the collection to the grand duchess, who moved it to Rome. 
 
Plans had been made by the grand duchess to sell the coins in an October 1939 
auction in Switzerland, but the auction was canceled with the outbreak of World War 
II. When she died, ownership of the coins passed to her daughters. In 1950, the 
collection’s gold and platinum coins were sold by Christie’s auction house in England. 
One of the daughters married an American and the collection’s silver and copper 
coins were moved to the United States. Sol Kaplan, a New York coin dealer, 
convinced Willis du Pont to buy what remained of the collection and give it to the 
Smithsonian. Du Pont also instructed Kaplan to go into the open market and buy 
back some of the gold and platinum coins, Smithsonian officials say. 
 
Among the collection’s treasures are early ingots dating back nearly 1,000 years, a 
unique 1710 “denga” copper coin, a 1704 ruble struck over a British crown minted 
40 years earlier, a beautiful one and one-half ruble coin depicting the wife and 
children of Tsar Nicholas I and a piece called the Constantine ruble of 1825 that 
brings with it an interesting story of its own. 
 
The Constantine ruble bears a depiction of Constantine Pavlovitch, the governor of 
Poland and the brother of Alexander I. The St. Petersburg mint started production of 
rubles after Alexander’s death when Constantine was expected to succeed as tsar. 
But Constantine didn’t want the title and his younger brother was proclaimed tsar 
instead. The coins could not be issued, their existence forgotten for half a century. 
Today, only five are known to exist. 
 
The ruble has been the unit of currency in Russia since the early 18th century, when 
the name first appeared on a coin — a double-headed eagle on one side and the tsar 
riding a horse on the other. The double eagle, a design borrowed from the earlier 
Byzantine Empire, appears on Russian coins today. The name “ruble,” which dates 
from the 14th century, comes from the Russian verb “to chop” and was used to 
describe a measured piece of silver chopped off from a bar. In the early 18th 
century, Peter the Great adopted the decimal system and the ruble was divided into 
100 kopeks. The first silver ruble coin was minted in 1704. 
 
The Smithsonian collection also includes beard tokens of 1705, issued at the time 
when Peter had ordered the boyars (Russian nobility) and commoners to shave their 
traditional beards as part of his program to modernize Russia. If they wished to keep 
their beards, they had to pay a tax. For nobility and merchants, the tax could be as 
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high as 100 rubles annually; for commoners it was much lower — as little as 1 kopek. 
Those paying the tax were given a token, silver for nobility and copper for 
commoners. Tokens have different inscriptions, some stating that “the beard tax has 
been taken” and others that “the money has been taken.” The tax was strongly 
opposed by the Russian Orthodox Church and led to several citizen revolts. 
 
Visitors to the collection will also see 3, 6 and 12 ruble platinum coins. Russia was 
the first country to strike coins in platinum, which is a far more difficult metal to 
work with than silver or gold. These coins date from between 1828 and 1845. 
Platinum is now used by only a few countries — usually not for general circulation 
coins. 
 
Coinage also was used to reflect economic and political realities. During the reign of 
Nicholas I (1825–1855), a one and one-half ruble/10 zloty coin was inscribed in 
Russian and Polish to reflect the close monetary and economic union between the 
two governments. Polish lands were shared by Russia, Austria and Prussia. Russia 
struck coinage for its Polish domains whose values were expressed in the monetary 
systems of both Russia and Poland. 
 
This rich history and much more are preserved in the Smithsonian’s National 
Numismatic Collection, which consists of 1.6 million coins, tokens, medals and other 
numismatic objects. By working with Russian counterparts, the museum staff hopes 
to share the Grand Duke Georgii Mikhailovich collection with audiences worldwide. 
 
(This is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 
Department of State.  Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
NNNN 
 
 
*WPD311   11/25/2009 
Transcript: Indian-American Scientist Discusses His Life and Work 
(CO.NX webchat transcript, November 24) (8349) 
 
Dr. Venkatraman Ramakrishnan, the Indian-American co-winner of the 2009 Nobel 
Prize for Chemistry, answered questions in a November 24 CO.NX webchat on 
education and international scientific collaboration. 
 
Following is the transcript: 
 
(begin transcript) 
 
U.S. Department of State 
Bureau of International Information Programs 
Webchat Transcript 
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CO.NX Chat: Educational Opportunities and International Scientific Collaboration in 
the United States 
 
Guest: Venkatraman Ramakrishnan 
Date:   November 24, 2009 
Time:  6:30 a.m. EST (11:30 GMT) 
 
Venki: Hello everyone. I am happy to be answering questions. Since there are 
literally hundreds of questions in the queue, I will only be able to answer a small 
fraction of them. I would prefer to answer those that have something directly to do 
with my field or my particular expertise or career. Thank you. 
 
Question [Garima]: How is biomedical as a career? Thank you for your time Sir. 
Congrats. We all feel very proud of your achievement. What more could be done to 
improve research levels in India. I want India to also be known for education. After 
all we have so much talent here. Thank you. 
 
Answer [Venki]: Thank you for the good wishes. I have always felt that for research 
to improve, students need to be exposed to the very best research at an early stage. 
One change over the last several decades is that individual universities have lost 
ground to large research institutes. It would be a good idea to embed research 
institutes inside university campuses, and perhaps also integrate research more into 
universities. There also needs to be a strong emphasis on merit in selection of 
students and faculty, and scientists need to be free to pursue their work free of any 
local politics. Finally, education should be valued. Many of my teachers were not 
great research scientists but were excellent teachers, and I am grateful to them. 
 
Q [P.S.B.B.Sr. Sec. School, Chennai 34]: What brought about the change in you to 
take up biology after doing Ph.D. in Physics? 
 
A [Venki]: When I was doing a Ph.D., I was doing theoretical physics. This is a field 
that requires a particular type of abstract thinking. Moreover, I did not have a good 
feel for the problem I was working on, and had no ideas of what I would do if I were 
to continue in it. On the other hand, I used to read about articles in biology, mainly in 
Scientific American, and was fascinated by them. So I switched and joined a second 
Ph.D. program in biology. One of the strengths of the U.S. educational system is this 
flexibility - many countries would not allow you to register for a second Ph.D. in a 
completely different field. 
 
Anand Thangaraj: Good evening Sir. 
 
Anand Thangaraj: Hi 
 
CO.NX Moderator [Kristin]: Hello and welcome! Thanks for joining us. Feel free to 
introduce yourself and tell us where you are from. 
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Nimisha Mundade: hello sir 
 
Swapnil Dikka: Good evening Sir 
 
Siddhnat_DpsI: hello 
 
Q [SND]: Do you think science should start from boy or girl from a Village? What is 
your message to Government of India to promote this idea? 
 
A [Venki]: Some people say that scientists are like children who have never grown 
up, because they continue to be fascinated by the things that every child is 
fascinated by. So in that sense, cultivating this curiosity from a very early age is a 
good idea. 
 
Siddhnat_DpsI: Good Afternoon Sarah 
 
Swapnil Dikka: I am from D.P.S International 
 
Imran: Imran from Islamiah College, Vaniyamabadi TN. 
 
Imran: Good evening Sir, 
 
Q [Indira]: What is the role of RNA and protein that forms the ribosome structure? 
 
A [Venki]: The structures definitely show that ribosomal RNA is crucial to its function. 
It suggests strongly that ribosomes may have evolved from a very early RNA world 
before there were any proteins. 
 
Mark Templer: Congratulations, Mark Templer from USA, working here helping the 
poor. We all congratulate you on your great success.  I have been through 
Chidambaram many times on my way to tsunami sites in Nagapattinam. 
 
Manoj Thakur: Congrats Sir ! 
 
Siddhnat_DpsI: Hi even I am from DPS International 
 
SHAMBAVI KRISHNAMURTHI: hello sir!! this is shambavi from PSBB chennai... 
 
Q [Indira]: which factors ensures high precision assembly of ribosomes during 
translation? 
 
A [Venki]: This is a subject of a lot of current investigation. Please see papers by 
Gloria Culver and others. 
 
odrin mendonca: hello sir, and congratulations 
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Q [Indira]: Are artificial ribosomes possible? 
 
A [Venki]: Not yet. But there are people working on making completely new types of 
ribosomes, e.g. my colleague Jason Chin. 
 
guest: congratulations  sir , this is Amit from IIMB 
 
Dhruv Prasad: Even I am from Dps International 
 
Divya David: hi 
 
Siddhnat_DpsI: Hi Dhruv 
 
Dhruv Prasad: hello everyone 
 
Dhruv Prasad: Hey sidi :) 
 
Q [Divya David]: Sir, I am really very happy to know that Indians are getting the 
reputed Nobel prizes and you are one of those great persons, but what i have to ask 
is that after getting graduated from Indian i.e., acquiring the basics from India how 
you gave your scientific contributions to America. What is your feeling of that sir? 
 
A [Venki]: I think you have to realize science is an international venture. A discovery 
made in one country is often exploited in a different country. So it is important not 
to be too nationalistic about science. It does not matter where the science is done. 
You should also realize that while I got my basic education in India, all of the 
specialized education and training that allowed me to work on the ribosome was 
obtained in the USA. And the resources and facilities for the high resolution structure 
were supported by the government of the UK. So all three countries can justifiably 
claim to have had a part in my work. 
 
soubhagya: Hello Sir first of all many many congratulations to you 
 
Q [Indira]: How the two subunits of ribosomes evolved independently? 
 
A [Venki]: This is a complicated question. Please see a paper by Sternberg in last 
year's Nature for ideas about the large subunit evolution. 
 
TISB: hello sir. Congratulations from TISB!!! 
 
Q [americancorner bangalore india nischal]: I am in 12th standard. I never enjoyed 
reading physics. Can you tell me the secret how to make this subject more 
understandable and enjoyable? 
 
A [Venki]: The best way to appreciate something like physics is to take interesting 
natural phenomena and ask how physics helps to understand that. 
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Q [Virendra Pandit]: Dr R., Hi. I am an Ahmadabad-based Journalist with The Hindu 
Group. Would like to know which of the two, India and the USA, has better been able 
to assimilate cultural diversity? 
 
A [Venki]: America is a nation of immigrants and has people from all over the world 
who have come there to live. So it has a tremendous amount of cultural diversity. 
However, India is also excellent in this regard. India has many different languages, 
religions, etc. and for me, the thing that makes me happiest is that all these people 
are basically getting along. Many people in the west predicted India would break up 
after independence and this has not happened, and as long as people continue to be 
tolerant of each other it will be good for the country. 
 
Q [Indira]: Which qualities in researchers you consider essential for high quality 
scientific research? 
 
A [Venki]: I think above all they should care about their problem, not just their next 
paper. It is important periodically to ask, "What is the point of this work?" It is also 
important to treat students and colleagues with respect since science is often not a 
one-person show, but a team effort. 
 
Siddhnat_DpsI 2: Will I get my answer? 
 
CO.NX Moderator [Mark]:  Hello!  There are many, many questions coming in.  Dr. 
Ramakrishnan is trying to answer as many as he can. 
 
Vishu: hello 
 
CO.NX Moderator [Kristin]: For those of you who are just joining us, please feel free 
to introduce yourself. Thanks for joining us today. 
 
Q [Amaran]: In today's connected world, if I were to pursue a career in research in 
computational genomics, can I do it in India? I find the prospect of higher studies in 
USA or UK to be far too expensive for me! 
 
A [Venki]: The one advantage of doing computational genomics in India is that you 
do not require large expensive experimental facilities. Nowadays, India is quite good 
in computing and IT. So there is a case for doing computational genomics in India, 
and my prediction is that this is a field in which India will start to excel. However, as 
for costs, you should realize that Ph.D. programs essentially pay you a fellowship or 
stipend, so it should not cost you very much beyond the air fare to study in the USA. 
 
aman: Hello 
 
himani: hi 
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Nimisha Mundade: Hi im nimisha mundade of sixth standard and i study in dps 
international 
 
CO.NX Moderator [Sarah]: Hi, Nimisha, welcome! 
 
Dhruv Prasad: Hello aman and everybody 
 
Anadi Misra: hello all dpsi students 
 
Akhilesh: Hello. This is Akhilesh. B.Tech ECE and Civil Services Aspirant. 
 
Q [Vijay]: Congratulations for winning the 2009 Nobel Prize. Please let me (know) if 
scientists are born or made? 
 
A [Venki]: Shakespeare said "Some men are born great, some achieve greatness, and 
some have greatness thrust upon them." I think the same might apply to being a 
scientist. My fear is that because my parents were scientists, I may be in the last 
category, i.e. I may have simply chosen science because I was exposed to it during 
my childhood! 
 
Q [Adarsh Vijay]: But my ambition is to go for IPS 
 
A [Venki]: Then that is what you should do. People should go into whatever they are 
really interested in. 
 
Dhruv: i 'm dhruv chugh from dps international 
 
aman: Thank You for the Answer Sir 
 
Manoj Thakur: Hi I am Manoj from the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India. 
 
Q [TISB]: Sir, since you have done all 3 sciences what science according to you is the 
best suited for undergrad in US? And also Sir, what are the upcoming specific 
research fields in engineering? 
 
A [Venki]: There is no such thing as the "best suited" field. It depends on what you're 
interested in. I don't know much about what is new in engineering. 
 
CO.NX Moderator [Mark]: Hello everyone!  Rest assured we have all of your 
questions; you only need to submit your question once. 
 
Q [Anadi Misra]: Why did you choose to research for ribosome and not something 
else? 
 



 
 

O F F I C E  O F  P U B L I C  A F F A I R S  /  E M B A S S Y  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  A M E R I C A  

 

Str. "Samoilova" Nr.21 1000 Skopje /Telephone (+389) (2) 310 2000, Fax (+389) (2) 310 2499 E-mail: EmbSkoWebM@mt.net.mk    

A [Venki]: I got into ribosomes almost by accident, because I applied for a 
postdoctoral position at Yale with Don Engelman, and his colleague Peter Moore, 
who is a famous ribosome researcher, took me on in 1978. 
 
SHAMBAVI KRISHNAMURTHI: thanks for the information...:) 
 
Q [Himani]: We have been tracking the trend that the Nobel Prize for Chemistry is 
increasingly being given for work related to Biology. So your successful transition was 
motivated by this factor or what prompted you to transit from Chemistry to biology? 
 
A [Venki]: I can assure you that anyone who enters a field thinking that is the way to 
a Nobel Prize is really under a bad misunderstanding. The only way to choose a field 
is to ask if you are really interested in it. 
 
Anadi Misra: thanx for the answer 
 
Q [TISB]: Sir, how difficult was the transition from physics to molecular biology? 
 
A [Venki]: Physics teaches you very quantitative mathematical reasoning. So 
conceptually it was easy to learn biology after that. But the difficult thing in biology is 
learning how to do proper experiments, for example the idea of "controls" is usually 
not even present in physics because the systems are much simpler than biological 
systems. 
 
Q [Swapnil Dikka]: How would your discovery help to change the world? 
 
A [Venki]: I think knowledge is important for its own sake, not necessarily because it 
will change the world. The structure of the ribosome is of fundamental importance 
to understanding how genes are translated into proteins. But the hope is that 
eventually (perhaps soon) it may lead to better antibiotics also. 
 
Q [chori]: Why is India yet to produce a Nobel Prize winner? 
 
A [Venki]: I have said this before: One should not judge science just by Nobel prizes. 
My observation is that countries need to improve economically and then are able to 
support basic research sufficiently to do good science. If you look at the USA, it was 
the leading economic power by 1910, but it was not until the post-war period (after 
1945) that it became a major scientific power. Another case is Japan, which became 
economically strong in about 1960 onward, but only in the last 10-20 years is 
producing a lot of world class science, including Nobel prizes. So this kind of 
development takes time. 
 
Q [Ira]: How has your life changed since you won the Nobel Prize? 
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A [Venki]: Initially there were a lot of messages and invitations. Some of these 
invitations had nothing to do with my expertise or knowledge. But slowly life has 
returned to normal, and I am able to carry on my work. 
 
Q [Swapnil Dikka]: What are your views about the relationship between chemistry 
and biology? 
 
A [Venki]: People have noticed a lot of chemistry Nobel prizes go to biological areas. 
This is because at the heart of any biological phenomenon, there are large molecules 
doing some very complicated chemistry. So fundamentally, at the molecular level, 
biology is really chemistry. 
 
deepti: Congratulations! 
 
Q [TISB]: Sir, what will be your future plan in the commercialization of your research? 
 
A [Venki]: I am not personally involved in commercialization of science, but others 
have started a company to use the ribosome structures to design new antibiotics. 
 
Q [Dhruv]: Sir what forced you into science? 
 
A [Venki]: I was not forced into anything. In fact my father wanted me to study 
medicine because I got a seat in medical school, or I could also have gone for 
engineering. But I chose basic science because that is what I was interested in. 
 
Q [Lucid Solutions]: Perhaps a successful scientific endeavor (in other words, Nobel 
prize) requires the following ingredients: quest and curiosity, fertile substrate, 
conducive environment, dogged determination and self-actualization. Your 
comments. 
 
A [Venki]: Someone said success requires skill, patience, money and luck. But I think 
your views are just as valid. 
 
DNA newspaper: Hello sir 
 
AnikaG: Good afternoon sir 
 
Q [R. Prasad]: R. Prasad, Science Editor, The Hindu, Chennai: Science teaching in 
India is more bookish and theoretical. Can such a system ever produce path breaking 
research? 
 
A [Venki]: I agree this is a problem, and there is too much cramming for exams that 
have very formal questions. My own experience in Baroda was very different. For 
Pre-science, we had the PSSC physics course from the USA, and for my B.Sc., we 
studied the Berkeley physics course as well as the Feynman lectures. This was due to 
a handful of dedicated teachers, esp. Prof. S.K. Shah, many of whom had returned 
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from the USA. So it will take individual professors to change this kind of bookish 
approach to science. 
 
CO.NX Moderator [Mark]: Hi everyone, just a reminder:  You only need to submit 
your question once, we have all of them in the queue. 
 
Q [Stuti Misra]: Sir what else would you like to research except ribosomes? 
 
A [Venki]: Please don't type the question more than once. The problem of the 
ribosome is very complicated - understanding how it works in detail. So the ribosome 
in its various aspects is likely to keep me busy for the rest of my career. Perhaps I am 
now too old and lack the imagination to change! 
 
Q [Nandkumar]: Are deoxyribosomes (substituting DNA in place of RNA) at least 
theoretically possible? 
 
A *Venki+: This is unlikely to work because RNA, because of the additional 2’ OH 
group is capable of forming all sorts of tertiary interactions, and even RNA helices 
have a different geometry. These 2’ OH groups are implicated in many of the 
functional aspects of the ribosome as well. 
 
Q [AnikaG]: Sir, I've often heard it said that the current atmosphere in Indian 
universities doesn't encourage scientific innovation.  What are your thoughts on 
this? 
 
A [Venki]: I have visited a couple of universities (as opposed to central research 
institutes) and my impression is they are under-funded compared to central research 
institutes. This may be something the government and the Indian scientific 
community need to look into. I think if one has to constantly worry about funding 
and facilities, it is hard to be innovative. 
 
Q [Nandkumar]: What roadmap you see ahead for creative and productive Indo-US 
collaboration in your subject? (In addition to present mechanisms, agreements etc.?) 
 
A [Venki]: I think there are now many international grants that require two groups to 
collaborate. The collaboration is best when it is natural, i.e. each partner offers 
something the other doesn’t have. The best collaborations always start with people 
coming together with an idea, and only then finding the resources to make it 
happen. 
 
CO.NX Moderator [Kristin]: Let us know your thoughts by voting in the poll on the 
left! 
 
Deborah: hello 
 



 
 

O F F I C E  O F  P U B L I C  A F F A I R S  /  E M B A S S Y  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  A M E R I C A  

 

Str. "Samoilova" Nr.21 1000 Skopje /Telephone (+389) (2) 310 2000, Fax (+389) (2) 310 2499 E-mail: EmbSkoWebM@mt.net.mk    

Q [DNA newspaper]: Most central institutions have incubation centers or facilities to 
encourage students to look at entrepreneurship. Will this help further the cause of 
innovation and entrepreneurship? 
 
A [Venki]: Yes, in principle this is a good idea, because often innovative ideas need 
some encouragement to get them to the stage of applications and wide use. 
 
Q [Nandkumar]: What's your message to post graduate students and teachers in 
India? 
 
A [Venki]: I always say the most important thing is to be really interested in a 
problem. Beyond that, I think students should look out to make sure the lab is well 
equipped and the professor has enough money to fund the research. For teachers, I 
think generally good advice is to let graduate students really participate in the work 
rather than using them just as a pair of hands to do the work.  This means 
encouraging them to think, contribute ideas, etc. 
 
Q [Nandkumar]: Do you plan to write your memoirs exposing the journey which took 
you to the coveted prize? 
 
A [Venki]: No, I am too busy at the moment with my work. If I do this at all, it might 
be best to leave this until retirement! 
 
Deborah: congratulations sir on winning the noble prize award 
 
Q [R. Prasad]: R. Prasad, Science Editor, The Hindu, Chennai: How difficult is it to get 
sustained funding (even in the U.S.) for basic research in sciences compared with 
applied research? 
 
A [Venki]: I have to say that although there is a lot of money in the US system, it is 
sometimes hard to get sustained funding because the grants are typically 3-5 years. 
This is actually one reason I moved to the MRC laboratory of molecular biology, 
which has a tradition of providing not exorbitant but very stable funding. 
 
Q *Nandkumar+: What’s the future of ribosome research? 
 
A [Venki]: The main goals are to understand in detail how ribosomes work, which 
requires both structural and functional studies. In addition, eukaryotic ribosomes 
and eukaryotic initiation could use a lot more structural data. 
 
Q [guest 3]: Sir, would you consider coming back to India and teaching students 
here? Do you think there are facilities here that can make use of your skill? 
 
A [Venki]: I have visited India almost every year for the past few years, and have 
spent my time on various campuses, given talks and talked to students. I hope this 
was useful and I intend to continue this as long as I am welcome. 
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Q [Nandkumar]: Could ribosomes be trimmed-which are non essential domains 
which even if these are removed can still help in translation? 
 
A [Venki]: This is an interesting idea and people are actually trying to see what a 
minimal ribosome would look like. 
 
Q [suba]: Ribo-typing is used for bacterial discrimination, whether ribosome 
targeting could be therapeutic approach 
 
A [Venki]: The active sites on the ribosome are highly conserved among bacteria, so 
most ribosomal antibiotics are broad spectrum, i.e. they do not discriminate 
between different bacteria. 
 
Q [Nandkumar]: Ultra-structurally what you find more complex and challenging in 
eukaryotic ribosomes? 
 
A [Venki]: Eukaryotic ribosomes are larger, more heterogeneous. The process of 
initiation is also much more complicated and subject to regulation. 
 
Q [kant dudeja]: Good afternoon sir. Can you help me know the basic function of the 
ribosome? I suppose they are protein making organelles but what is so special about 
its structure and methodology? 
 
A [Venki]: This is a bit complicated for a chat window, I would suggest that you look 
up a good molecular biology or biochemistry textbook like Alberts et al 
 
Q [Nandkumar]: Why we really need two subunits in a functional ribosome? why 
action can't take place on a single (combined) ribosomes? 
 
A [Venki]: Most likely this is because during translocation, the two subunits have to 
move relative to each other. They probably evolved separately in any case. 
 
Q [vijayakumar S]: hi sir your views on scope of molecular biology field? 
 
A [Venki]: Molecular biology has enormous scope and, with the increasing power of 
the techniques, our lives will increasingly be affected by it. 
 
Q [Nandkumar]: Can we make ribosomes more efficient by genetic engineering?. Can 
we create a new class of ribosomes? 
 
A [Venki]: Look up the work of Jason Chin from my institute (the MRC LABORATORY 
OF MOLECULAR BIOLOGY, CAMBRIDGE). 
 
Q [Swapnil Dikka]: Do you always look for success in the work or you focus on 
participation? 
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A [Venki]: I think all good scientists do both. One has to keep the goal (and success) 
in mind, but you also have to enjoy the process, i.e. participation. 
 
Q [Nandkumar]: What are prerequisites for artificial synthesis/assembly of a 
"working' ribosome? 
 
A [Venki]: Nomura and his colleagues showed you could assemble a ribosome in 
vitro, but completely artificial synthesis has not yet been done. The ribosomal RNA is 
modified, and perhaps this is important for assembly. It is also hard to make such 
large RNAs in large quantities synthetically. 
 
Q [y.vijaya laxmi]: Sir, how will your research help to remove various deadly diseases 
from world? 
 
A [Venki]: This is a broad based problem and our research can at best contribute only 
a tiny part of the solution. But the hope is that these structures will be useful to 
design new antibiotics against resistant bacteria. 
 
Q [R. Prasad]: You were quoted as saying that India today offers good opportunities, 
and a student need not have to shift to the U.S. to do top class research. But how 
much of a path-breaking research is done in India compared to the U.S.? R. Prasad, 
Science Editor, The Hindu, Chennai, India 
 
A [Venki]: This is a very good question and one on which people could differ. There 
was a very interesting piece by Prof. M. Vijayan in your paper recently. I think it is 
true that there is more money in the system. Once Prof. C.N.R. Rao told me that 
when he returned to India he really had to struggle to get things done, but now he 
has tried to make sure that young investigators have the facilities they need. But 
except for people like Rao, G.N. Ramachandran and several others, the number of 
world class scientists is not what one would expect in a country the size of India, and 
in some ways, you could argue (as Vijayan has done) that pre-independence India 
produced more world-class scientists proportionately. I think that these things take 
time. I see very bright young scientists in my field in India who are publishing very 
good papers. Eventually these people will create an atmosphere of excellence, and 
then from that a culture of tackling the hardest problems (rather than a defeatist 
attitude of “we can’t compete”, etc) will emerge. 
 
Q [Deborah]: It was such a long time. Didn't you lose patience at one point in time or 
just want to give up? 
 
A [Venki]: Yes, there were many times when I was discouraged. One has to be 
patient. Interestingly, at these times, my students and post-docs kept me motivated 
to continue because I could see how hard they were working and how enthusiastic 
they were. 
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Q [ishaan  bhatnagar]: I am ishaan Bhatnagar, nine year old from Bhopal. Which 
innovation in chemistry can be compared to the mobile phone? 
 
A [Venki]: Chemistry is about the study of interactions between molecules and basic 
facts of nature. The mobile phone, useful as it is, is a completely different object – it 
is a tool. 
 
TISB: Thanks for your time. 
 
Q [Ramesh Jain]: Let me rephrase my question: What is it that the United States did 
rightly for you to be able to succeed in the phenomenal success that you have :) 
 
A [Venki]: The USA is the closest to a meritocracy that I have seen. In other words, as 
long as you have the ability to do something, they care less about where you are 
from, what your background is, etc. So they gave me the opportunities based on my 
ability. I am not saying it is perfect, because no country is. The other thing about the 
US is that it is the world leader in science and has a lot of money for research, so this 
makes it easier. 
 
Q [R. Prasad]: Dr. Ramakrishnan, do you think that it became possible for you to 
switch from Physics to Biology since the research environment in the U.S. allows it? 
Or do you suppose that a lateral shift was possible as science in general and biology 
in particular has become interdisciplinary? 
 
A [Venki]: I think the US environment is much more flexible with respect to allowing 
people to change fields. However, I think you are right in saying that science, 
especially biology, has become more inter-disciplinary and is attracting people from 
all sorts of fields like physics and mathematics. 
 
Q [R. Prasad]: Considering the number of top class researchers, Nobel laureates 
included, in many universities in the U.S., and the benefits of being a part of such a 
research group, do you still hold the view that there is no compulsion for a young 
researcher to move to the U.S. to do top class research? 
 
A [Venki]: I think it is easier to do top class research in the US (and the UK and 
Europe) because of the scientific culture of excellence. However, there are people in 
India who are now regularly publishing in top journals and doing very good work. So 
if you want to be trained well, it isn’t absolutely necessary to move to the US. What 
you make of the training is then up to you. I think it is always hard to do really 
original work, and there is also quite a bit of luck involved. One important thing is 
that information now is easily accessible, and thanks to the internet, scientists in 
India are less isolated from the latest ideas than they used to be. This is going to 
have a huge impact on the future. 
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Q [R. Prasad]: More and more biotechnology students are compelled to pursue 
research in the U.S. and other countries as India, barring a very few institutes, still do 
not work on cutting edge areas.  Your comments. 
 
A [Venki]: It is true that currently top class research in India is limited to a few good 
institutes. But that needs to change. One idea I have come across is embedding 
research institutes within universities, so students have a direct experience of first 
class research from a very early stage. 
 
Q [DNA newspaper]: but then what is lacking behind, is it infrastructure, zeal or what 
is it? 
 
A [Venki]: I think infrastructure does need to be improved, and this is happening, 
although it will take time. The zeal will come as more young scientists in India start 
tackling world class problems. I also see this happening, but it will take time. 
 
Q [Jay Vinayak Ojha]: If there was a Nobel for Biology, shouldn't you have won that 
instead? 
 
A [Venki]: There is, it is called "Physiology or Medicine" and the ribosome work could 
have been awarded for that. I think the Nobel committee generally awards the 
Chemistry prize for high resolution molecular structures. 
 
CO.NX Moderator [Kristin]: If you are enjoying this program, please check out our 
events listing at http://co-nx.state.gov. We will soon be hosting a wide variety of 
chats on climate change topics from the U.N. Conference on Climate Change in 
Copenhagen. You'll be able to watch live presentations and ask questions to the 
experts. 
 
Q [odrin mendonca]: Why is methionine always an initiator codon.? can any other aa 
replace methionine? 
 
A [Venki]: Yes, because initiation requires a special tRNA that is always charged with 
methionine. 
 
Q [che]: Dear Sir, how you compare India's research infrastructure to that of the 
West? Any possibility in the near future that such ground breaking work can be done 
in India? 
 
A [Venki]: I think in good institutes, the infrastructure is improving quite a lot. There 
is already world class work being done in India, and my feeling is that eventually 
there will be more of it. But this takes time, and requires developing a broad culture 
of excellence. 
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Q [DNA newspaper]: A time frame of how much? And what do you foresee in future, 
is science and adequate perfect research with right technology the solution to all 
problems? 
 
A [Venki]: My feeling is that this is highly related to the question of how the Indian 
economy improves. Science is expensive, and historically countries have started 
excelling in science as their economy has grown, whether it was the industrial 
revolution in Britain, or the growth of the USA or Japan. But I am hopeful it will 
happen in the next few decades. 
 
CO.NX Moderator [Mark]): The full transcript of today's webchat will be available at 
the http://co-nx.state.gov.  If you need a full transcript following today's session, 
please write to conx@state.gov ( mailto:conx@state.gov ). 
 
Manoj Thakur: Sir, thank you so much. 
 
Q [Deborah]: Sir so what is another function of ribosomes apart from the fact that 
they are protein making organelles? 
 
A [Venki]: They are specialized for this, and in fact it is probably one of the most 
important functions in the cell. 
 
neha: Good afternoon Sir, It’s an honor to have a minute with you, and it's a matter 
of proud for whole of us... 
 
Q [neha]: Had you not migrated to US, what you think...was it possible for you to do 
the type of research you've been doing and won this prestigious award? 
 
A *Venki+: As I’ve said before, it is much easier to do and be exposed to good science 
in the USA. It is difficult to say what I would have done had I stayed in India. There 
are many scientists who have done excellent world-class work in India. But I agree it 
is more difficult. 
 
Q [Swapnil Dikka]: Did you ever thought about you holding a Nobel Prize in your 
hand? 
 
A [Venki]: I think every young scientist dreams of this possibility at some time or 
another, but most of us don't really imagine that we would actually get one. So I 
have to say sometimes I still think I'm dreaming. 
 
Q [umesh]: any suggestion for a rural boy of INDIA [B.E(E&CE)Grade] so that I can 
follow your way to reach this destiny? 
 
A [Venki]: I do not think you should think in terms of destiny. I think you should just 
try to do what interests you, find the best career you can, enjoy your work and then 
see what comes. 
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Q [Vikrant Nehra]: First of all I want to congratulate Dr. Ramakrishnan on his history 
making award winning and for rising the name of India in the world. My question is 
that from where did he get this encouragement and from whom he was inspired 
from? 
 
A [Venki]: Scientists like others get encouragement from all sorts of people. From 
teachers, colleagues, family, etc. 
 
Q [Nimisha Mundade]: what did science teach you? 
 
A [Venki]: I think what one learns from science is how complicated Nature is, and we 
are rather ignorant. So it does teach us some humility. 
 
Q [Jitender Tanwar]: Sir I would mind asking you what made you quit India and how 
you find America? Is there really a huge difference and that in Indian context it 
cannot be bridged by the efforts of scholars like you? 
 
A [Venki]: The USA spends far more on science than any other country in the world. 
It has more top class universities and a broad culture of scientific excellence. So in 
that sense, it is easier to do good science in the USA than in India. But I still believe 
that in good places in India, you can get trained very well. 
 
Q *Ramesh Jain+: Sir, if you don’t mind me asking this: As you got deeper into your 
research findings did it take you closer to getting more spiritual and understanding 
"God"? 
 
A [Venki]: I am sorry, but if anything, it teaches me that there is a rational 
explanation for most things. I think science and religion are completely different 
things. Science is based on observation and rational thinking, and religion is based on 
personal beliefs and faith. People can have both. 
 
Q [Priscilla]: May I repeat the question on what practically the Nobel Prize means to 
a scientist? Is it just about recognition, more funding or attracting better brains to 
your field or your institute? 
 
A [Venki]: I don't know yet! But as long as it is not too distracting from my work, it 
can only mean a good thing in those aspects you mentioned. 
 
Q [Kumar]: Is getting a Nobel Prize your ultimate goal, or there is any other thing you 
want to achieve? 
 
A [Venki]: I think scientists want to make an important contribution. It is not about 
getting a prize, although of course it is wonderful if that happens. I would like to 
understand the real details of how ribosomes work, but that will be done by many 
different scientists working all over the world. 
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Q [R. Prasad]: R. Prasad, Science Editor, The Hindu, Chennai: How right is it to 
measure the quality of one’s work by the number of papers published in high-impact 
journals?  Many institutes use this as a measure while deciding promotions. Your 
comments. 
 
A [Venki]: This is a terrible worldwide problem. It is because those deciding on 
promotions etc. do not want to take the time and energy to make an informed 
judgment of their own. The worst thing about this is that one can publish a mediocre 
paper in a high impact journal and get more credit than for an outstanding paper in a 
less prestigious journal. 
 
CO.NX Moderator [Mark]: The full transcript of today's webchat will be available at 
the http://co-nx.state.gov.  If you need a full transcript following today's session, 
please write to conx@state.gov ( mailto:conx@state.gov ). 
 
Sourabh: Thanks Mark 
 
Q [DNA newspaper]: Sir may I repeat my questions please -- Is it true that Indians are 
likely to succeed in areas like research because of paucity of funds and infrastructure 
back home? How can youngsters be encouraged to take up research after 
graduation? Can there be a way to incentivize research? 
 
A [Venki]: I think there are many ways to encourage research, but this requires a 
cultural change. When society values scientists who are dedicating their lives to it for 
much lower salaries, etc. then more young people will want to go into science even if 
they don't get paid as much. 
 
Q [Nimisha Mundade]: Do you think a scientist need to achieve a Nobel Prize to 
become famous? 
 
A [Venki]: Not at all. But this is a problem the press needs to understand. There are 
many great scientists who have never won a Nobel Prize, because a single prize 
simply cannot acknowledge all the great work that is done. 
 
Q [Swapnil Dikka]: While starting this project, weren't you scared of failing, were you 
confident about it? 
 
A [Venki]: It was both scary and exciting at the same time. If you absolutely know 
you are going to succeed, then it is really a bit boring and not at the cutting edge. 
 
Q [R. Prasad]: R. Prasad, Science Editor, The Hindu, Chennai:  Do you still see large 
number of students taking up basic sciences?  That is not the case here in India, and 
what can be done to promote basic sciences. Your comments. 
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A [Venki]:  Please see the answer I just gave. One thing that encouraged a lot of very 
bright students in my generation was the National Science Talent Search Scholarship. 
This was prestigious, had special summer programs, etc. and was restricted to basic 
sciences. Perhaps something along those lines will help 
 
Q [Priscilla]: Not only individuals, but also institutions are judged on the number of 
research papers published in journals. How else do you think universities should 
measure their research? Would patents be more important than research papers? 
 
A [Venki]: I think no single number or criterion can help. People need to spend time 
and carefully evaluate excellence. 
 
CO.NX Moderator [Kristin]: Please let us know your thoughts about this program by 
voting in our poll. 
 
Q [Ashwin]: has the Nobel Prize encouraged you to work harder? 
 
A [Venki]: It has certainly made me feel some pressure to continue to do my best! 
 
Q [R. Prasad]: R. Prasad, Science Editor, The Hindu, Chennai:  Why is it that 
researchers get paid so little?  This is the case even in the case of institutes such as 
IITs. How right is it to expect students to take up research when the salary is not 
attractive? 
 
A [Venki]: I absolutely believe that scientists (and even PhD students) should be paid 
more than they are currently. 
 
CO.NX Moderator [Sarah]: It is almost time to end the webchat. Thank you for all 
your wonderful questions. If your specific question did not get answered, Dr. 
Ramakrishnan may have answered a similar question already. We will post a 
transcript of this chat here in 2-3 days. 
 
Vijay 2: Yes Kristin 
 
CO.NX Moderator [Kristin]: Thanks Vijay. I'm glad you enjoyed the program. Please 
check out our other programs at http://co-nx.state.gov 
 
Q [Siddhant_DpsI]: What all problems you faced during this project? Did you face a 
financial problem at a stage? 
 
A [Venki]: There were many technical problems and also one needs to secure 
funding when tackling problems that could take a long time. 
 
Q [DNA newspaper]: Sir, talking of salaries, today careers are monetary driven, so 
how can they be motivated for it? 
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A [Venki]: I don't think scientists care a lot about money. I took a 40% pay cut to 
move to England because the MRC lab had very stable funding. However, it is 
important to pay scientists well enough so they don't have to constantly worry about 
money and are secure, because this frees them to think about their research. 
 
Sunder Singh, B.G.:  Thank you all at CO.NX and American Centre! 
 
Vijay 2:  Yes I did enjoy the program. 
 
Q [Priscilla]: How soon should students be encouraged to specialize in a particular 
stream of science? Is specialization at too early an age harmful to interdisciplinarity? 
 
A [Venki]: Yes definitely. I like the U.S. system which discourages specialization too 
early. 
 
Guest 3: thank you all for the opportunity. 
 
Q [Swapnil Dikka]: Are you not frustrated with media? Do you sometimes feel that it 
isn't that exciting to be famous? 
 
A [Venki]: I must say that my quiet life took a sudden turn on October 7, and it was 
quite hard to adjust. But things have quieted down now, so my life has gone back to 
being more or less normal. 
 
SHAMBAVI KRISHNAMURTHI: i enjoyed it too...it was great!! 
 
Q [kant dudeja]: sir did you face any family problems while working on your 
research? 
 
A [Venki]: No, I was very lucky that my family was very supportive, and they were 
willing to follow me around from one place to another while I sought the best 
conditions for my research. 
 
Koteswara Tumuluru: Thanks a lot Doc and Ragini at US consulate. Enjoyed 
 
Q [HindustanTimes]: Just based on your own experiences, do you think young people 
see science as a desirable career choice?  Does it vary by place? 
 
A [Venki]: I think it is hard for young people to choose science unless they care 
passionately about that kind of life, because you can make more money in medicine, 
engineering, management etc. This is a worldwide problem. But the fact is that there 
are always brilliant young people willing to take part in this life. I think humans are 
intrinsically curious, so that will always be the case. 
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Q [Priscilla]: How hard is it to make a mark in science if you have not been educated 
in English? In India, do we need to improve the scientific resources available in 
regional languages, or to shift all scientific education to English from an early age? 
 
A [Venki]: I think because English is the international language of science, it is very 
important to become fluent in it, and those who are not are at a disadvantage, 
because they will find it more difficult not only to communicate but even read 
textbooks, papers, etc. 
 
Q [vijayakumar S]: sir your advice for Indian Students..... 
 
A [Venki]: Follow your interests, have confidence, and do not feel insecure about 
advanced countries. 
 
CO.NX Moderator [Sarah]: After the webchat, please visit us at http://co-nx.state.gov 
to find out about upcoming CO.NX programs. 
 
Science-supporter: Yes, I am finding this somewhat interesting. 
 
Q [kant dudeja]: Sir did some of your professors or colleague underestimate your 
ambitions about the research? 
 
A [Venki]: No, I have been very lucky in my teachers and education. 
 
Vijay 2: I am happy that I could chat with an eminent person. It is like a dream.  
Thank you Doc and thanks to all those in CO.NX to have made this possible 
 
SHAMBAVI KRISHNAMURTHI: Isecond "Vijay 2"!!!:) 
 
Q [DNA newspaper]: Sir repeating my questions -- Will having newer IITs and IIMs 
help India make a mark globally? like is being planned by the government? What is 
the next project you are working on? 
 
A [Venki]: Yes, certainly, but I think there should also be more institutes (preferably 
within university campuses) for basic sciences, modeled after the IISc, TIFR, NCBS, 
etc. 
 
Q [kant dudeja]: sir what is the difference between free and membrane bound 
ribosomes? 
 
A [Venki]: Membrane bound ribosomes are usually making a protein that has to 
cross a membrane or be inserted to the protein and are caught in the process. To my 
knowledge there is no difference in the ribosome itself. 
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Q [DNA newspaper]: India still lags behind several countries in terms of research 
output and the number of institutions engaged in high-end research are few in 
number like the IISc. How can this problem be addressed? 
 
A [Venki]: I have said I am for more broad based support including IISc like institutes 
set up in universities across the country. But this will take money. I hope now that 
the Indian economy is improving this will happen. 
 
Venki: I will be happy to answer questions for another 15 minutes or so. 
 
CO.NX Moderator [Sarah]: Thank you to Venki for giving us some extra time today! 
Please do remember that he cannot possibly answer all questions, though. 
 
Q [Gauridutt]:  Do scientists of your status get time to play some sport? 
 
A [Venki]: Yes, I take time off to go hiking, running, etc. I used to play table tennis. It 
is important to have physical activities in addition to work. 
 
Q [kant dudeja]: sir what expectations do you have from your child and many other 
children in India? 
 
A [Venki]: I want my children to be happy. My son got a physics degree but is now a 
musician. One shouldn't force them according to one's own idea of success. 
 
Q [AnikaG]: I often look through papers published by international collaborators.  
People of Indian origin (like yourself) are well represented in such collaborations, but 
actual Indian scientists often are not (lagging behind researchers in China and S. 
Korea, to name a few). Any thoughts on why this might be? 
 
A [Venki]: I think China puts a lot more money into research than India does, partly 
because it is a bigger economy. Proportionately, South Korea is also richer. I hope 
that this will change and India will be able to support science in a big way. 
 
Siddhant_DpsI: hello 
 
kant dudeja: HI 
 
Q [guest 3]: It's really nice of you to talk to us. It isn't everyday Nobel winners talk to 
the general public. Is this new for you too? 
 
A [Venki]: Yes it is very new. I don't mind, because I remember what it was like to be 
a young student in India and being fascinated by scientists. 
 
Q [R. Prasad]:  R. Prasad, Science Editor, The Hindu, Chennai: The co-ordinates of a 
ribosome are available in public domain. Companies use them for making drugs (and 
huge profits).  Your comments. 
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A [Venki]: So far nobody has made money on it. However, the coordinates are also 
licensed by Yale and the MRC, so if they do, we will get some return on the 
investment. But more generally, the US and UK have found that without the profit 
motive, it is very hard to translate basic discoveries into useful applications, so in the 
long run, it benefits society. 
 
sanya: Thank you so much sir 
 
Q [Priscilla]: In the US, a lot of university funding comes from alumni donors. The IITs 
have recently started tapping into alumni networks as well. How can more Indian 
institutions and scientists attract donations -- especially those that don't have 
government funding? 
 
A [Venki]: This is a good idea, but it is hard work to get sufficient money from donors 
unless the institution already has a very good reputation. 
 
Q [Priscilla]: Which scientists were you most fascinated by as a young student? 
 
A [Venki]: Probably the great physicists like Newton, Gauss, Planck, Einstein, 
Feynman. Later I read the double helix by James Watson and became interested in 
Watson and Crick. 
 
Q [guest 3]: Would you ever come back? Work in India? 
 
A [Venki]: This is very difficult for personal (family) reasons. But I'd be happy to come 
periodically as I have in the last few years and do my best to interact with and 
encourage young people. 
 
Venki: Hello everyone, I have 5 more minutes. 
 
Q [DNA newspaper]: Is there anything that you regret about in your stream, anything 
you wanted to achieve and could not, apart from Nobel Prize in Chemistry? 
 
A [Venki]: No, I consider I have been very lucky and rewarded far beyond my 
abilities. 
 
Q [DNA newspaper]: Sir can research be done only in English and not regional 
languages following language policy row? 
 
A [Venki]: I think it will be very hard to do this because English is the language of 
communication internationally in Science. 
 
Q [AnikaG]: You've become such a big role model, not just for kids but for people 
across India.  How do you feel about that role? 
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A [Venki]: People should not see me in that role but rather develop internal 
confidence. But I hope that people feel happy about the fact that someone from 
India, who got their basic education in India, could go on and do well internationally 
 
CO.NX Moderator [Sarah]: Thank you all for joining us today, and a big thank you to 
Dr. Venki Ramakrishnan for being so generous with his time today! 
 
Aditi Singh: Thank You Sir ! :] 
 
nupoor: thank you sir 
 
Himani: Thanx 
 
Vijay 2: Thank you all 
 
DNA newspaper: thank you very much for your time looking forward for more 
interactions in future 
 
aman: Thank You Sir! 
 
Pushpendra: Thank you Sir 
 
Q [Kumar]: We know that science is to help the community, but some time it may 
harm, if not short term may be in long term. What a scientist has to do when he 
comes to know that on which he is working has long term side effects on our 
community but is very useful in short term. Does he have to go ahead and publish his 
research, knowing that many industrialists can make use of his research in just 
making profit? What your opinion? 
 
A [Venki]: This is an excellent question and one that worries scientists. Ultimately the 
use people make of scientific discoveries is a problem for the larger society. In 
general I am for free publishing, but if, say, something could be very dangerous, that 
would need some thought. 
 
Venki: Thank you all for participating. I am very sorry I have to leave now, and my 
apologies to the many people whose questions I could not answer. 
 
vijayakumar S: thank you sir 
 
Priscilla: Thanks very much for your time and your patience, sir. 
 
Himaannii 2: We appreciate that a lot! 
 
AnikaG: Thank you 
 
nupoor: for sparing your precious time with us 
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guest 3: Thank you and God bless you sir. 
 
SHAMBAVI KRISHNAMURTHI: THANK YOU SIR....IT WAS A GREAT EXPERIENCE!!!! 
 
Anamika Malhotra: Thank you sir. Thank you very much 
 
Aditi Singh: Thank you sir 
 
Deborah: thank you sir 
 
Kumar: You are a good human being...Wish u very luck for your future 
 
Deborah: thanks a lot 
 
kant dudeja: thank u:) 
 
CO.NX Moderator [Sarah]:  Again, thank you everyone for joining us today! Dr. 
Ramakrishnan has had to leave. 
 
Deborah: thanks a lot 
 
kant dudeja: thank u:) 
 
CO.NX Moderator [Sarah]: We will post a link to the transcript from this webchat 
within the next week. Please check back here and visit our Facebook page at: 
http://co-nx.state.gov. 
 
guest: Is it possible to find the whole chat in the web? 
 
CO.NX Moderator [Sarah]: Yes, the transcript will be posted here next week and on 
our Facebook page. 
 
SHAMBAVI KRISHNAMURTHI: BYE EVERYONE AND THANX CO.NX!!! 
 
R. Prasad: Thank you very Dr. Venkatraman. 
 
Aditi Singh: okayy 
 
Koteswara Tumuluru: Grateful thanks Sarah 
 
kant dudeja: sir have you really gone away? 
 
CO.NX Moderator [Mark]: Hi, we're sorry but yes the webchat is now ended. 
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CO.NX Moderator [Sarah]: We are also hosting a series of webchats and webcasts 
during the U.N. Conference on Climate Change in Copenhagen. Please check our 
Facebook page for more details. 
 
R. Prasad: Thanks a lot Sarah.  I really enjoyed it. 
 
CO.NX Moderator [Sarah]: The webchat is now closed. We wish to thank Dr. 
Venkatraman Ramakrishnan for joining us today. A transcript of today's webchat will 
be posted to http://co-nx.state.gov and to 
http://www.america.gov/multimedia/askamerica.html within three business days. 
Presenters are chosen for their expertise and may not reflect the views of the U.S. 
Department of State. 
 
(end transcript) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Transcript: White House Press Briefing by Press Secretary Robert Gibbs 
(U.S. officials also brief on energy and climate change issues) (4504) 
 
(begin transcript) 
 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary 
November 25, 2009 
 
PRESS GAGGLE BY PRESS SECRETARY ROBERT GIBBS; 
DEPUTY NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISOR FOR 
INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC AFFAIRS MIKE FROMAN; 
AND ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR 
ENERGY AND CLIMATE CAROL BROWNER 
 
Press Secretary’s Office 
10:08 A.M. EST 
 
MR. GIBBS: I will do two quick announcements before we get to one other topic. 
Normally we do -- as you all know, at the end of the last Friday of every month we 
have been doing the look-back WAVES requests, before starting the policy at the 
beginning of the year. So that would normally have been the Friday after 
Thanksgiving. We instead will, the next couple hours, release the October requests 
for pre-September 15th WAVES information. So that will come over the threshold in 
a couple of hours, so nobody was stuck having to do this on Friday. 
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QUESTION:  How many names is it? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Sixteen hundred. 
 
Q: Great. (Laughter.) 
 
MR. GIBBS: The second piece of information -- the President will address the nation 
on Tuesday at 8:00 p.m. from the Military Academy at West Point, on Afghanistan. 
So that is your second tidbit. 
 
Q: What’s going to be the press -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: We are just at the very beginning of logistics on that, so we will -- I will 
make sure that Katie Lillie et al get information out quickly on that. 
 
Third, the President will travel -- as you all know, on December 10th will be in Oslo; 
December 9th, will stop in Copenhagen, around the climate change conference 
there. 
 
We have with us today Mike Froman and Carol Browner to walk through the efforts 
that the President has been undertaking recently, particularly on his trip to China. 
And Carol can go over some of our domestic efforts as it relates to clean energy and 
climate change that have happened over the course of the past year -- to walk us 
through a little of this announcement. 
 
Mike. 
 
MR. FROMAN: Great. Well, as you -- as we’ve talked about before, you know the 
President has helped reestablish American leadership on the climate change issue 
through a number of actions this year. He relaunched in March the Major Economies 
Forum, which has met several times -- six times, I believe, plus, at the summit level in 
L’Aquila, Italy; and have worked through a number of issues related to the U.N. 
negotiations around mitigation, adaptation, technology and finance; in addition -- 
with a meeting during the summer, there was a major step forward with a number of 
provisions of a statement that developing and developed countries agreed to that 
helped move the ball forward on the Copenhagen negotiations, including developing 
countries agreeing to take significant mitigation actions and agreeing to a peak here 
and agreeing to take actions that would create a significant deviation from business 
as usual. 
 
This fall at Pittsburgh at the G20 summit, again under the President’s leadership we 
agreed to phase out inefficient fossil fuel subsidies, which has a significant impact on 
greenhouse gases, somewhere between 10 and 12 percent reduction of global 
greenhouse gases in 2050, which is, as you know, is about 20 percent of the overall 
target of a 50 percent reduction. So a significant step forward. And at APEC two 
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weeks ago, the APEC countries embraced that commitment as well, and so it’s been 
further internationalized. 
 
In China, the President made some significant progress with the Chinese leadership 
on climate change -- it’s reflected in the joint statement -- a number of steps forward 
there, including with regard to full transparency as to the implementation of 
commitments, a commitment to take significant mitigation actions and to stand 
behind those commitments. 
 
And yesterday here with Prime Minister Singh, he made further progress with the 
Indian leadership as well on climate change, also reflected in the joint statement. 
 
Based on all of those developments and on the recent progress he made the decision 
that it made sense to go to Copenhagen, as Robert said, on the 9th, to give 
momentum to the negotiations there. 
 
In addition to the President -- and we’ll be putting out I guess a release later this 
morning -- there will be a number of Cabinet officers who will be participating in 
various parts of the Copenhagen negotiations and making presentations there, and 
you’ll see the details of that in the press release later this morning. 
 
At this point, with two weeks left before Copenhagen, the focus is on how to create 
an accord that has immediate operational effect and covers all the major areas of 
the negotiation. It’s a comprehensive accord that can get a quick start at dealing with 
the climate change issues. We’re working very closely with Prime Minister 
Rasmussen of Denmark, the chairman of the conference, and his team toward that 
end, and we’ll be working with other countries as well to maximize the chances that 
the negotiations can make progress towards an accord in Copenhagen. 
 
At this point, it’s critical that all countries, all major economies come forward with 
their mitigation actions -- and Carol will have more to say about that -- to maximize 
the chance of progress in Copenhagen. 
 
MS. BROWNER: Thank you. As you all know, the President believes that the 
foundation of a successful international agreement has to begin with domestic 
actions. And in that vein, from the first day in office we have sought to take 
aggressive actions towards a clean energy economy and to put a cap, or to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
The Recovery Act was the first significant step in that direction, $80 billion in clean 
energy investments that are rolling out across the country. We have proposed the 
first-ever greenhouse gas and the toughest fuel economy standards for new cars and 
trucks. Congress said get to 35 miles per gallon in 2020; we have proposed 35.5 miles 
per gallon in 2016. We have promulgated rules to promote the development of 
offshore wind and energy. And the Department of Energy has set aggressive new 
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energy appliance standards and continues to move forward on setting more 
standards. 
 
Now as the Copenhagen meeting comes into view, and based on the progress that 
we have made, as Mike spoke to, in the last couple of days and weeks, and in the 
context of an overall deal in Copenhagen that includes robust mitigation 
contributions from China and the other emerging economies, the President is 
prepared to put on the table a U.S. emissions reduction target in the range of 17 
percent below 2005 levels in 2020, and ultimately in line with the final U.S. domestic 
energy and climate legislation. 
 
In light of the President’s -- 
 
Q: Can you repeat that again? That’s a lot of detail. 
 
MS. BROWNER: There’s more detail coming. Okay, it’s in the range of 17 percent 
below 2005 levels in 2020, and ultimately in line with the final legislation, U.S. 
legislation. As you are aware -- 
 
Q: By 2020, you would reduce it -- 
 
MS. BROWNER: -- 17 percent. 
 
Q: So that’s the Waxman-Markey level? 
 
MS. BROWNER: It is. What we’re saying is in the range of 17 percent. Waxman-
Markey, as you all are aware, passed 17 percent. The debate is not completed yet in 
the Senate. When the debate is fully completed then we will adjust accordingly. 
 
Let me give you the rest of the numbers so you see the whole thing, okay? I know 
they’re just dying to -- (laughter.) 
 
MR. GIBBS: Here comes a lot of numbers. 
 
MS. BROWNER: A lot. I’ll read really slow. (Laughter.) 
 
In light of the President’s goal to reduce emissions 83 percent by 2050, the expected 
pathway set forth in pending legislation would entail a 30 percent reduction below 
2005 levels in 2025, and a 42 percent reduction below 2005 levels in 2030. 
 
MR. FROMAN: There will be a test on this. (Laughter.) 
 
MS. BROWNER: Yes, let me do that again. 
 
Q: One more time. 
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MR. GIBBS: The poor guys trying to find the symbol function on their BlackBerry. 
(Laughter.) 
 
MS. BROWNER: You have to go to the second set of symbol functions to do that. 
(Laughter.) 
 
Okay, we’ll do it again. In light of the President’s goal to reduce emissions 83 percent 
by 2050 -- okay, 83 by 2050 -- the expected pathway set forth in pending legislation 
would entail a 30 percent reduction below ‘05 levels by 2025. 
 
Both the Senate and the House bills include interim measurements. They’re slightly 
different, but they’re fairly similar. So it would entail a 30 percent reduction below 
‘05 levels in 2025, and a 42 percent reduction below ‘05 levels in 2030. Everybody 
got it? 
 
Q: The 83 percent is also measured against 2005? 
 
MS. BROWNER: Yes. 
 
Q: That’s the G20 part adopted in L’Aquila, right? 
 
Q: Your larger point is that the House and Senate ranges are similar to what the 
President -- 
 
MS. BROWNER: Right, the interim is out to 2050. Obviously the House’s is completed 
at 17 percent. The Senate is still debating. But when you look at the bills, what the 
House did and what’s been in discussion in the Senate -- those interim 
measurements out to 2050. In 2050 they’re the same, and then in between they’re 
fairly close. 
 
Q: Could you just repeat that one more time, Carol? 
 
MS. BROWNER: The whole thing? Okay. 
 
MR. EARNEST: We’ll have paper on it 
 
MS. BROWNER: Eighty-three percent by 2050, which entails a 30 percent reduction 
below ‘05 levels in 2025 -- it’s all ‘05 -- I’ll make it simple for you guys. It’s all the 
baseline, okay? So the 83/2050 -- 
 
Q: That’s 30 percent reduction -- 
 
MS. BROWNER: -- 30 percent in 2025, and 42 percent in 2030. 
 
Q: And are those figures that he will propose, that you will propose in Copenhagen, 
that the U.S. will do? Is that correct? 



 
 

O F F I C E  O F  P U B L I C  A F F A I R S  /  E M B A S S Y  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  A M E R I C A  

 

Str. "Samoilova" Nr.21 1000 Skopje /Telephone (+389) (2) 310 2000, Fax (+389) (2) 310 2499 E-mail: EmbSkoWebM@mt.net.mk    

 
MS. BROWNER: And again, on the 17 percent, just to be clear, it’s in the range of 17 
percent and we will obviously make adjustments when we complete the domestic 
legislative work. 
 
Let me just finish. Obviously we now hope that other major economies are going to 
put forth ambitious actions of their own. We think those will be a necessary 
component of any accord in Copenhagen. As I said at the beginning, we believe this 
is a very serious step. We believe that we need to complete the domestic legislative 
agenda here. We have been working hard to do that. We’ve already concluded work 
in the House, and we will continue to work in the Senate. 
 
Q: What countries are you looking to that hopefully will commit as much as the U.S. 
is? 
 
MR. FROMAN: Well, I think all major economies will need to make submissions as to 
what they’re prepared to do for there to be an accord. 
 
Q: Is this the starting point of the negotiations, or is this the max that this 
administration is willing to do, since obviously a lot of these other countries are 
coming forward with 1990 baselines that are going to be much more dramatic 
reductions? 
 
MR. FROMAN: This is the U.S. position on what we will be submitting in Copenhagen 
as to our commitment. And as the President has always said, we want to make sure 
our international commitments very much follow in line with our domestic 
legislation. 
 
Q: Are these mitigation efforts the result of China and India? 
 
MR. FROMAN: I’m sorry? 
 
Q: The decision to announce this, is it a result of mitigation efforts by both China and 
India? 
 
MR. FROMAN: It was based on that long list of actions that have been taken over the 
last nine months that have led to this point, but including over the last two weeks 
constructive discussions and progress we felt was made with them over climate 
change, and it’s reflected in the joint statements both in Beijing and here yesterday. 
 
MS. BROWNER: And I think as well as the progress we’ve made on domestic 
legislation. 
 
Q: Should we interpret this as a prod to the Senate to get going on this early next 
year? 
 



 
 

O F F I C E  O F  P U B L I C  A F F A I R S  /  E M B A S S Y  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  A M E R I C A  

 

Str. "Samoilova" Nr.21 1000 Skopje /Telephone (+389) (2) 310 2000, Fax (+389) (2) 310 2499 E-mail: EmbSkoWebM@mt.net.mk    

MS. BROWNER: Well, we’ve had we think very good conversations with the Senate. 
As you’re aware, two committees have now acted. Others are preparing to act. I 
think the fact that you have a bipartisan group of senators -- Senator Kerry, Senator 
Graham, Senator Lieberman -- all announcing that they are working together, 
working with their partners, to craft leadership legislation is obviously something we 
find extremely encouraging. 
 
Q: Did you guys have consultations with any of the members of the -- of Congress 
before announcing these numbers? 
 
MS. BROWNER: We’re in -- I mean, we talk to members virtually every day about a 
whole list of things. 
 
Q: But, I mean, you told them about -- that these numbers were what you guys were 
putting on the table? 
 
MR. FROMAN: We’ve been in close consultations. 
 
Q: Will the President do anything else besides this address? Will there be bilaterals, 
multilaterals? 
 
MR. FROMAN: We are -- there’s no schedule yet established. We’re working with the 
Danes to ensure that his visit there, his time there is maximally productive and gives 
maximum momentum to the ongoing negotiations. 
 
Q: Is this overnight in Oslo? 
 
MR. GIBBS: I don’t think we have the itinerary yet. Well, the 9th here and the 10th in 
Oslo. I haven’t the slightest idea where we’re spending the night. 
 
Q: The 9th here? 
 
MR. GIBBS: In Copenhagen -- sorry. 
 
Q: It will be just during the day, then, right? I mean, there’s not an overnight in 
Copenhagen -- or we don’t know? 
 
MR. GIBBS: We haven’t picked a hotel yet. We were focused on the target. 
 
Q: Mike, on the 9th, will there be a number of other world leaders there? Because 
it’s a long summit and obviously there’s going to be times when most of the leaders -
- 
 
MR. FROMAN: We’re talking with the Danes, again, about how that day might be 
structured. So we -- at this point we don’t know what -- who else will be there or 
what the program will be at this point. 
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Q: Have you got any kind of ballgame estimate of what the economic impact of these 
targets would be? 
 
MS. BROWNER: Well, as you know, the Waxman-Markey bill was scored by CBO prior 
to final passage, and for the average family of four, full implementation of the bill I 
think was about $173 a year. 
 
Q: In 20 -- 
 
MS. BROWNER: What was the year for the score in the CBO? Do you remember? 
 
MS. ZICHAL: I believe it’s 2020. 
 
MS. BROWNER: In 2020. 
 
Q: What’s your reaction to the British e-mails that have come out recently? 
 
MS. BROWNER: I’ve read them. I don’t know that I have a reaction. 
 
Q: The Copenhagen talks are going from December 8th to the -- or 7th to the 20th -- 
18th, something around that. And 65 heads of state will be attending at the end. Will 
the fact that Obama does not plan to be there make any agreement politically 
binding -- or a political agreement at that point less legitimate? 
 
MR. FROMAN: I think the President going to Copenhagen will give positive 
momentum to the negotiations, and we think will enhance the prospects for success. 
 
Q: Who will go then at the end? 
 
MS. BROWNER: We’re releasing it today -- we have a whole delegation of Cabinet 
members and other top officials who will be in attendance throughout the 
conference. 
 
Q: Will Al Gore go? 
 
MS. BROWNER: I don’t know. You’d have to ask him. 
 
Q: Okay. But not as part of the delegation? 
 
MR. GIBBS: I don’t know where he’s spending the night, either. (Laughter.) 
 
MS. BROWNER: The U.S. delegation is made up of Cabinet members and senior 
White House officials, and we’re releasing that list today. Are we releasing when 
they’ll be there, the main -- 
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MR. FROMAN: Yes. 
 
MS. BROWNER: Yes, they’re coming at various different times throughout the two 
weeks, so you’ll see all of that. I think we have, what, six or seven Cabinet members 
going. 
 
Q: I hate to back you up on this, but those e-mails -- I know they’re controversial, but 
they’re actually feeding the run-up to Copenhagen. You might have read them, but 
you know basically the gist of them, which is being used by opponents of this deal to 
say that the whole thing is made up. But you have to have more than just “I don’t 
have any reaction.” 
 
MS. BROWNER: Well, first of all, we’ve all seen bits and pieces, we haven’t seen the 
full e-mails. But I think more importantly there has been for a very long time a very 
small group of people who continue to say this isn’t a real problem, that we don’t 
need to do anything. On the other hand, we have 2,500 of the world’s foremost 
scientists who are in absolute agreement that this is a real problem and that we 
need to do something and we need to do something as soon as possible. 
 
What am I going to do, side with the couple of naysayers out there, or the 2,500 
scientists? I’m sticking with the 2,500 scientists. I mean, these people have been 
studying this issue for a very, very long time, and agree that the problem is real. 
 
Q: On Afghanistan? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Yes. 
 
Q: Can we expect the President to outline an exit strategy in his speech? And do you 
still want to engage the so-called moderate Taliban elements in this new strategy? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, I don’t want to get, again, far ahead of what the President will talk 
about on Tuesday. I will say that throughout this process, the President has 
repeatedly pushed and prodded not simply for, as I’ve said, how are we going to get 
a certain number of troops in, but what is their strategy -- what has to be 
implemented ultimately to get them out. We are in year nine of our efforts in 
Afghanistan. We’re not going to be there another eight or nine years -- which is why 
the -- a lot of the focus in these meetings has been on training for the Afghan 
security forces comprised of the army and the police; how do you ramp up this 
training as you are securing different areas that will ultimately be transferred back to 
the Afghans so that when that transfer occurs there is a security force that can keep 
the security gains that have been made. That is imperative -- that is imperative in 
this strategy. In terms of -- 
 
Q: Has the President actually made up his mind on troop levels? 
 
MR. GIBBS: He’s not told me a final decision. 
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Hold on, hold on, let me address the second part of the question. In terms of 
reintegration, I would point you to any number of statements that General Petraeus, 
Central Command, has made about efforts that are needed to reach out to elements 
throughout the population in Afghanistan. 
 
Q: Is the President going to ask his allies for more troops? Because yesterday he 
seemed to emphasize the global fight against terrorism. 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, look, first of all, there is a robust international force presently in 
Afghanistan. This is not one country or one region of the world’s problem alone. And 
I anticipate that the national security team and the President will begin to talk to our 
allies about different parts of his decision as well as contributions that could be 
coming forward from them. I think you’ve heard or seen the NATO Secretary General 
talk about this as well. 
 
Q: Is this what the President meant about finishing the job, ramping up security 
operations by Afghanistan? Is there a Taliban or al Qaeda component of finishing the 
job? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, again, I’m going to let the President outline the fullness of his 
strategy and all of the components to it. Our training of security forces is obviously 
one that is ongoing. 
 
Q: Robert, there’s a report that the President on Tuesday will be meeting with 31 
members of Congress who he previously met with in regard to Afghanistan. Is that 
correct? And could you give us an idea of kind of the rollout, you know, the role of 
Cabinet members, et cetera? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, some of this obviously is still being finalized. I anticipate the 
President will meet with members of Congress, just like he will talk to allies and 
others about the decision that he’s made. He did a similar meeting -- did a similar set 
of meetings earlier in the year around earlier decisions on Afghanistan and Iraq. So I 
don’t know -- I have not seen a final list of who the members will be, but I do 
anticipate that he’ll certainly brief members of Congress. 
 
Q: Before the speech? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Before the speech, yes. 
 
Q: Robert, can you -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: Hold on, hold on. Let me just -- the second part of your question, in 
terms of -- I do not -- I have not seen a finalized schedule for testimony. I anticipate -
- again, we’ve all watched this in -- happen a few times, particularly in Iraq, and I 
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anticipate some -- the relevant committees will invite and testimony will occur. I 
don’t have a schedule on that. 
 
Q: But just to be clear, Robert, on Tuesday the President will meet with members of 
Congress? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Yes. Tuesday he will meet with members of Congress in the White House 
prior to traveling to West Point to deliver the speech. 
 
Q: Robert, do you have any reaction to Speaker Pelosi’s comments? And more 
broadly, can you talk -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: What are -- I didn’t hear -- 
 
Q: Just that there’s going to be, I think, unrest in the Democratic Caucus over this 
decision on Afghanistan. And more broadly, can you talk a little bit about what -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: Let me give the -- let me let the President announce his decision before 
we -- I don’t want to play the Jeopardy version of “unrest.” 
 
Q: Okay, but more broadly, can you talk a little bit about what you think the 
challenges are, in particular with the sort of communicating and convincing members 
of the President’s own party on Capitol Hill, and more broadly in the country, on 
this? 
 
MR. GIBBS: I think this probably speaks for everybody in the country regardless of 
where you are in the political spectrum. And this is what the President will do 
Tuesday. 
 
Again, we’ve been here -- we’ve been in -- we’re in the 9th year of efforts in 
Afghanistan, right? The American people are going to want to know why we’re here. 
They’re going to want to know what our interests are. The President will want to 
walk through his decision-making process and give people a sense of the importance 
of our efforts, but reiterate for them that this is not -- this is not -- the President does 
not see this as an open-ended engagement. Our time there will be limited, and I 
think that’s important for people to understand. 
 
Q: Will he give a time frame? Will he give a timeline? 
 
MR. GIBBS: I want you guys to have something to write on Tuesday. 
 
Q: We’ll find something. 
 
MR. GIBBS: I don’t doubt that. (Laughter.) 
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Q: You say you’re not going to be there for another eight or 10 years -- does that 
make sense -- I mean, the time -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: Again, you should thank Mark for following up on his question. No -- 
again, I don’t want to get ahead of, again, what exactly the President is going to say. 
Again, I would simply reiterate throughout these meetings you’ve heard the 
President say this: We’re not going to be there forever. We are -- it is unsustainable 
to think that, for any number of reasons: for the impact that it has on the thousands 
of men and women that serve, on the overall health of our force, on the sheer cost 
in monetary terms of what this means. That’s why the President has taken the time 
to meet with the national security team in order to get a strategy that gets this right, 
so that this can ultimately be handed off, and the responsibility for security of the 
Afghan country can rest and lie with the Afghans. 
 
Q: Will he meet with McChrystal before he announces it? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Pardon me? 
 
Q: Will he meet with General McChrystal in person before he announces -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: We may have more on that later today. 
 
Q: Robert, speaking of the cost, will the President actually in any degree explain to 
the American people how much it will cost, how much it will be -- how will it be paid 
for? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, look, guys, it’s a billion dollars -- it’s a million dollars a troop for a 
year. It’s -- 10,000 troops is $10 billion. That’s in addition to what we already spend 
in Afghanistan and Pakistan. That also does not include training, and it doesn’t 
include the maintenance of -- the maintaining of a security force. It’s very, very, very 
expensive. 
 
Q: So there will be a supplemental? 
 
MR. GIBBS: I’m going to let the President make a decision before we go get the 
budget for the decision to implement what he does. So let’s -- again, I don’t know 
what you guys would do on Tuesday if I just blurted it all out here. 
 
Q: Robert, just a question -- so does the President lay that out to the American 
people? Will he say -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, I just laid it out for you. 
 
Q: I know, but I mean in that speech, will he actually say this is very, very, very 
expensive -- 
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MR. GIBBS: If Ben could show me that paragraph in his speech, I would have a better 
answer. I think the President has throughout this process talked about the cost in 
terms of American lives and in terms of the cost to our Treasury, and I think he’ll 
continue to talk about it. 
 
Q: Robert, will the President be -- 
 
Q: -- satisfied at this stage that his new effort will be received -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: I’m sorry? 
 
Q: Does he feel fully satisfied at this stage that this new effort wouldn’t be seen as -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: Will not be seen? 
 
Q: Will not be seen -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: Well, again, another thing that we’ve spent a lot of time working through 
is, with civilian and defense, is -- and as the President has said and as the President 
has told Karzai -- there has to be a new chapter in Afghan governance. And that is 
something the President will talk about on Tuesday. 
 
Q: And will it be cadets, military personnel? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Yes. 
 
Q: Cadet -- both? 
 
MR. GIBBS: Yes. 
 
Q: Robert, have you lined up television coverage yet? Do we know that this is going 
to be carried by the networks? 
 
MR. GIBBS: I don’t want to speak for the networks, but we have -- we talked to them 
yesterday. 
 
Q: If the President is reelected, are you basically saying the President -- 
 
MR. GIBBS: Thank you. Have a good Thanksgiving. (Laughter.) 
 
END   10:37 A.M. EST 
 
(end transcript) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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MR. KELLY:  First of all, I want to wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving.  Thanksgiving is a 
day not only to give thanks, but to gather with your families, or if your families aren’t 
here with you, to reconnect with them in some way.  Today is known as getaway 
day, and in the interest of getting away, I have no statement at the top.  I’ll go right 
to your questions.  
 
QUESTION:  Can I just – recognizing that Senator Mitchell was just here talking about 
the extraordinary achievement of getting Prime Minister Netanyahu to do exactly 
what he intended to do the entire time since he’s been in office, do you know when 
exactly the senator is going back?  He seemed – he said in the near future, but we -- 
 
MR. KELLY:  Yeah.  I don’t think he’s actually set any specific date, but he does plan to 
go back in the near future. 
 
QUESTION:  And do you know – has there been any contacts – has the Secretary 
reached out to the Palestinians at all or other Arabs?  Or are you aware of any 
contact trying to sell this -- 
 
MR. KELLY:  Sell it, Matt?   
 
QUESTION:  Well, all right, maybe not. 
 
MR. KELLY:  I mean, she was recently -- 
 
QUESTION:  Maybe you wouldn’t agree with “sell,” but -- 
 
MR. KELLY:  Yeah. 
 
QUESTION:  -- trying to tell people that this is a good thing and you should support 
it? 
 
MR. KELLY:  She’s had a lot of contacts, a lot of telephone conversations in the last 
couple of days, and I’m afraid I don’t have a list of all the conversations she’s had 
with foreign leaders lately.  Let me see if we can – if I can get you some information.  
I don’t recall anything in the last few days with any Israeli or Palestinian Authority 
leader offhand.   
 
Yes. 
 
QUESTION:  Does the Administration bear any responsibility for the fact that Abu 
Mazen is sticking to the line that he wants a total settlement freeze?  I mean, some 
Israelis feel like, you know, Abu Mazen thought that the Americans would deliver a 
total settlement freeze because that’s what they were demanding, and it hasn’t 
happened.  So to what extent did we talk him into a tree and -- 
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MR. KELLY:  Well, I certainly hope not.  I mean, our policy has been consistent.  We 
haven’t wavered from our policy that we stand for a complete cessation of all 
settlement activity.  And this is something that the Israeli Government committed to 
in the Roadmap.  And at the same time, we’ve called on not only the Palestinians, 
but also Arab states, to take steps that would lead to the kind of environment that 
could create significant negotiations.  But I think that maintaining a consistent policy 
throughout is – I don’t think that that’s necessarily --  
 
QUESTION:  Is there a way that he can agree to this without – and still save face after 
having demanded --  
 
MR. KELLY:  You’ll have to ask him.  You hear what Senator Mitchell said is that 
what’s needed is leadership on all sides, that the positive thing here is that everyone 
agrees on the goal.  And in order for us to get to that goal, a comprehensive peace 
agreement, the two sides have to agree to sit down and negotiate.  And we 
recognize that they’re – given the long history of problems and conflict, that it is a – 
it’s a – can be difficult politically to agree to do something like that.  And that’s why 
Senator Mitchell said that this is going to take leadership on all sides. 
 
Yes. 
 
QUESTION:  Many in the Arab world see the hope as diminishing, the hope for 
achieving anything with this current Israeli Government is kind of diminishing.  And I 
wonder if the United States has in mind to reactivate, actually, its efforts on a higher 
level, like foreign – like Secretary of State or more active role on a higher level in the 
future.  And my second question is if the next trip of Senator Mitchell will include 
Damascus. 
 
MR. KELLY:  I don’t know the answer to the second question, so I’ll just answer that 
one right away, or not answer that one right away.   
 
Regarding the first part of your question, we have not lost hope, obviously, and we 
are engaged at very high levels in this government.  President Obama has been very 
engaged in this and engaged in a direct way, of course, at the UN meetings in New 
York.  Secretary Clinton recently was in the region.  And we are putting in 
tremendous efforts, and we are doggedly committed to try and get the two sides 
together.  And that’s – I mean, that’s our pledge, that we will remain focused and 
committed on getting the two sides to resume negotiations.  
 
QUESTION:  What would you say to those who repeat in the Arab world now, who 
are recalling the previous Israeli government saying that they are going to negotiate 
for the sake of negotiation, and not to achieve any result out of these negotiations?  
Mr. Shamir in the past has said that.  And he said that it will – we can continue to 
negotiate for 10 years, but the Arabs are not going to get anywhere with us. 
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So the same kind of imagery now is spreading across the Arab world, seeing that Mr. 
Netanyahu’s government is as hardliner as Mr. Shamir in the past.  So is the United 
States having any kind of technical kind of thought that will actually prevent the 
Israelis from dragging this process as much as they want to without reaching any 
result? 
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, as I suggested before, the – what we have to remain focused on is 
the commitment of all sides to a comprehensive peace, that it is in the interests of 
the people of Israel, it’s in the interests of the people of the Arab world that we 
come to a comprehensive solution.   
 
Both sides have agreed what that is.  I mean, that is the two states living side by side 
in peace and security.  That’s what everybody should stay focused on.  That’s the 
kind of future that people should be working towards to have a more prosperous 
future, to have a more – to have more optimistic prospects for their children.  So 
everybody should stay focused on that.  I don’t want to sound like a Pollyanna, but 
that is what’s driving us, and that’s what should drive everybody. 
 
Andy. 
 
QUESTION:  What does the U.S. think should be done if – one goal would be to make 
this current offer that’s on the table permanent; i.e., extend it beyond the 10 
months.  What would need to happen in order to get this freeze set down in stone? 
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, what we’re working on and what Senator Mitchell has just been 
describing is developing the kind of environment, the kind of atmosphere that’ll get 
the two sides together.  This is one step towards that.  But I think the main thing is 
this is something that has to be negotiated between the two sides, and that’s why 
we’re working so hard to get this process started again. 
 
QUESTION:  Ian, this may have been better asked to Senator Mitchell, but there 
wasn’t enough time.  What exactly is different about what the prime minister – what 
Prime Minister Netanyahu has laid out today than what he was – than his position, 
say, on January 23rd, the day that Mitchell was appointed?  What exactly have the 
Israelis conceded on here, if they seem to have built in, in the 10 months – or, sorry, 
in the months since January, there have been new settlement approvals.  It looks as 
though they have already approved the amount of settlement – the number of 
buildings that they would have been doing in the next 10 months without a freeze.   
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, I --  
 
QUESTION:  What exactly have they given up here? 
 
MR. KELLY:  Yeah.  First of all, you’re right; you probably should have asked that of 
Senator Mitchell.  But I mean, you – I think you all saw what the Secretary said.  We 



 
 

O F F I C E  O F  P U B L I C  A F F A I R S  /  E M B A S S Y  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  A M E R I C A  

 

Str. "Samoilova" Nr.21 1000 Skopje /Telephone (+389) (2) 310 2000, Fax (+389) (2) 310 2499 E-mail: EmbSkoWebM@mt.net.mk    

see this as a step in the right direction.  And so in that sense, this is a – it’s a positive 
development.   
 
And I think that any steps that can lead to a resumption of the talks is something 
positive.  But if I can get you a better answer on that, I will.   
 
Yeah.  Dan, you’ve had your hand up a long time. 
 
QUESTION:  Yeah.  Just following on Matt, I mean, is it the U.S. understanding that 
this is a freeze that excludes natural growth, since obviously it is a freeze that 
excludes kindergartens and synagogues and so on?  So that seems to exclude natural 
growth to me.  Is that your interpretation as well? 
 
And secondly, is it your understanding that the time span of this freeze means that 
there is a window of 10 months, if not to achieve success in talks, at least to gain 
traction? 
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, I think on the question of what exactly the announcement means, 
our policy on what has to happen, our position on what has to happen, has been 
clear, and that we mean – when we say a stop to all settlement activity, meaning all 
settlement activity, including natural growth.  What exactly is contained in the Israeli 
proposal, I don’t have those details. 
 
And I’m sorry, what was your second question? 
 
QUESTION:  Is there now a 10-month window to, if not succeed in talks, at least gain 
traction in those talks? 
 
MR. KELLY:  Yeah.  Well, I think the – as I suggested before, what we are calling for 
from the Israelis, the Palestinians, and also the Arab neighbors, is taking steps that 
would lead to a – to resumption of talks.  And we don’t want to put any kind of – 
once the talks start, of course, they should – we believe they should continue until 
there’s a – some kind of resolution or some kind of agreement between the parties, 
so we wouldn't want to put any kind of artificial timeframe on it.   
 
You – let’s get – I think – also on Israel-Palestine? 
 
QUESTION:  Yeah. 
 
MR. KELLY:  Yeah. 
 
QUESTION:  Yeah.  Thank you, Ian.  It’s John Terrett from Al Jazeera English.  You 
keep saying that the United States policy on this issue hasn’t changed, but could you 
just speak to the fact that it did look as if it had changed a bit for a while there?  A 
month ago when the Secretary was in Jerusalem with Mr. Netanyahu and she used 
that word “unprecedented” about the partial freezing of settlements, certainly a lot 



 
 

O F F I C E  O F  P U B L I C  A F F A I R S  /  E M B A S S Y  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  A M E R I C A  

 

Str. "Samoilova" Nr.21 1000 Skopje /Telephone (+389) (2) 310 2000, Fax (+389) (2) 310 2499 E-mail: EmbSkoWebM@mt.net.mk    

of people in the Arab world really took that to look as if the Obama Administration 
was almost giving up, that they actually couldn't get the Netanyahu government to 
do what they really wanted it to do. 
 
I mean, did she know something?  Did she let slip with that word?  Did she know this 
was coming up then? 
 
MR. KELLY:  I think she was just calling it for what it was.  It was a significant 
development, and it was the kind of offer that we had not seen before with this 
government, with the Israeli Government.  I don’t think it was anything more or 
anything less.  She was simply qualifying what this would mean, this kind of 
settlement freeze.  I don’t think she meant to imply anything beyond that.   
 
QUESTION:  Do you think that what’s happened today, does that remove any doubts 
about the Obama Administration’s ability to try and get Israel to do what it would 
like to do – it to do? 
 
MR. KELLY:  I’m not quite sure I know what you mean by that.   
 
QUESTION:  Well, I mean, for a while, it looked as if you didn’t have the influence 
that you thought you had when you came to office in January over the Israelis when 
she made those comments and when it looked like --  
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, Israel is a sovereign state and will make decisions based on what it 
sees as it own natural – national interests.  And we know this is not any kind of easy 
proposition, getting the two side to sit down.  We’re just trying – once again, I’ll say 
we’re just trying to develop the right kind of atmosphere to restart the negotiations, 
and we hope this is a step in that direction. 
 
QUESTION:  Can I just ask a very quick follow-up? 
 
MR. KELLY:  Yeah. 
 
QUESTION:  Is there anything in what’s happened today linked to the fact that Mr. 
Netanyahu didn’t get the red carpet treatment that Mr. Singh got when he came to 
the White House?  Is anything rooted in that, do you think? 
 
MR. KELLY:  Oh, Prime Minister Netanyahu came for a conference.  That wasn’t an 
official --  
 
QUESTION:  No, I know this is different.  But he didn’t feel welcome, did he? 
 
MR. KELLY:  No, I wouldn't see – I wouldn't read anything into that at all. 
 
QUESTION:  Okay, all right.  Thanks.   
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MR. KELLY:  Yeah.  You haven’t had a question.  Go ahead.   
 
QUESTION:  Yeah? 
 
MR. KELLY:  Yes. 
 
QUESTION:  Okay.  On Iranian president’s visit to Venezuela, what is the U.S. 
perception on that visit?  Could you please comment on that? 
 
MR. KELLY:  I wasn’t aware that he went to Venezuela.  He went to Venezuela as 
well? 
 
QUESTION:  Yeah.  Or no, you didn’t know that? 
 
MR. KELLY:  No, I knew he went to Brazil and Bolivia, but I wasn’t aware he went to 
Venezuela. 
 
QUESTION:  Yeah. 
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, look, Venezuela, again, is free, of course, as any sovereign nation, 
to pursue diplomatic relations with other countries.  Our policy with regard to Iran is 
to address those policies of the Iranian Government that we and the rest of the 
international community deem destabilizing to the region and beyond.  And this 
includes Iran’s pursuit of a nuclear weapons capability, its support of terrorism, and 
its human rights record.  And we expect all countries that have any kind of bilateral 
contact with Iran to emphasize these concerns of the international community with 
Iran.    
 
QUESTION:  But President Obama sent a letter to his Brazilian counterpart regarding 
Iran.  So do you have the same perception on Brazil as you have in Venezuela 
regarding the visit of the Iranian president?   
 
MR. KELLY:  The same what?  Sorry?   
 
QUESTION:  Perception.  Is this the same -- 
 
MR. KELLY:  Same perception?   
 
QUESTION:  Yeah.   
 
MR. KELLY:  No, we don’t have the same perception.  We have different relations, 
obviously with different countries.  Regarding the letter – President Obama, all I can 
do is confirm that there was such a letter.  I’m not aware of any other letters to 
anybody – to any other leaders in South America.  But for details on that, you have 
to ask the White House. 
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QUESTION:  Ian, on Iran.  The IAEA Board of Governors meeting, are you happy with 
the German draft resolution?   
 
MR. KELLY:  I’m not going to comment on the draft.  We’ll comment on it tomorrow, 
but I’m not going to comment on it.   
 
QUESTION:  But -- 
 
MR. KELLY:  The meeting is tomorrow.  We’ll comment on it after it’s become –  
 
QUESTION:  You’re not going to say whether you – you’re not going to say whether 
you think it’s a good thing or a bad thing?   
 
MR. KELLY:  No, I’m not.  (Laughter.) 
 
QUESTION:  All right how about this.  Let me approach it this way:  What would you 
like to see in a resolution that the IAEA Board of Governors might adopt?   
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, I think what we’d like to see is a – what we’re hoping for tomorrow 
is a serious discussion of the director general’s assessment of Iran’s nuclear program, 
of its noncompliance with a number of Security Council resolutions, its failure to 
declare a clandestine reprocessing facility that was in a state of construction.  And 
we’re hopeful that we’ll get – we’ll continue to have the kind of unity among our 
partners and allies on the need to address these problems of noncompliance in a 
very serious way.   
 
QUESTION:  Well, do you want a condemnatory resolution?   
 
MR. KELLY:  I think what we want is a resolution that seriously addresses these 
problems and makes recommendations on the way forward.   
 
QUESTION:  Well, would you like the recommendations to include a referral to the 
Security Council for possible additional sanctions?   
 
MR. KELLY:  I don’t know if that’s within the purview of the IAEA, frankly, to be 
perfectly honest with you.   
 
QUESTION:  Thank you. 
 
QUESTION:  Wait, wait.  Wait, one more.   
 
MR. KELLY:  Charley’s got one.   
 
QUESTION:  I missed the top of the briefing, but did you go into any more detail 
about what the Secretary might do next week following the President’s Afghanistan 
policy announcement?    
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MR. KELLY:  No, we don’t have anything to announce.  She’s going to be involved, of 
course, in a number of events associated with the announcement of the President’s 
policy, but I don’t have anything particular to announce on her schedule.   
 
QUESTION:  May I ask you something on Latin America again?    
 
MR. KELLY:  Mm-hmm.   
 
QUESTION:  And it’s regarding – Assistant Secretary for the Western Hemisphere 
already assumed office.  Is he planning to travel to the region any time soon?   
 
MR. KELLY:  I’m sure he is.  Whether it’s soon or not, but I’m sure he’s planning to 
travel, but --  
 
QUESTION:  You don’t know?   
 
MR. KELLY:  -- I don’t have any information on his travel.  But if we can get that for 
you, we’ll get it for you.   
 
QUESTION:  And what – (inaudible), please.  
 
MR. KELLY:  Sorry?   
 
QUESTION:  A question?   
 
MR. KELLY:  Yes.   
 
QUESTION:  Mr. William Burns at the Brookings Institute, right after he retired, he 
held a forum and there, he talked about the --  
 
QUESTION:  Nick Burns. 
 
QUESTION:  I’m sorry?   
 
QUESTION:  Bill Burns hasn’t retired.   
 
QUESTION:  Bill, I'm sorry. 
 
QUESTION:  Nick Burns.   
 
QUESTION:  Okay.  He talked about the extreme importance of the role that Turkey is 
going to be playing in the coming years for the United States policies for the Middle 
East moderation of Islam, building bridges between the Middle Eastern countries 
and the European and the Western world.  Now, we see Turkey actually is – has been 
playing that big role in the region with many other countries.   
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But to our surprise that we see that – or not very surprising that the Israeli – some 
Israeli, pro-Israeli voices in Washington have attacked very fiercely Turkey and the 
government of Mr. Erdogan.  The Washington Post editorial a few days ago was very 
much in that category.   
 
Now, I want to ask you, sir, if you can reiterate your – the way you see your – the 
United States-Turkey relations.  Is it still the same as it had been described just 
months ago?  Is there any change now or reservations toward the new Turkey’s role 
in the region?   
 
MR. KELLY:  Well, we have a very robust and broad relationship with Turkey.  Turkey 
is a valued member of NATO.  Turkey, as you mentioned Nick Burns has said, we see 
as an important model for the region in terms of its very vital democratic 
institutions.  We have a growing trade relationship with Turkey.  We’re looking 
forward to the visit of Prime Minister Erdogan in a couple of weeks.  That’s not to say 
that we don’t have disagreements with Turkey.  We have disagreements with all of 
our allies and we discuss them both privately and publicly  And we look forward to 
discussing the full range of our relations when Prime Minister Erdogan arrives. 
 
QUESTION:  Can you please explain a little bit, elaborate on these differences that 
you could tell us about?   
 
MR. KELLY:  I don’t think I’m going to elaborate them here and now, if you don’t 
mind.  But I mean, we – with allies, we prefer to have these kinds of discussions on a 
bilateral basis.   
 
QUESTION:  Thank you. 
 
MR. KELLY:  Thank you.  
 
QUESTION:  Happy Thanksgiving. 
 
MR. KELLY:  Happy Thanksgiving.  
 
(The briefing was concluded at 1:57 p.m.) 
 
(end transcript) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
NNNN 
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(Rituals are reminders of common roots of three of world’s major religions) (233) 
 
(begin text) 
 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
November 25, 2009 
 
Statement by the President on Hajj and Eid-ul-Adha 
 
Michelle and I would like to send our best wishes to all those performing Hajj this 
year, and to Muslims in America and around the world who are celebrating Eid-ul-
Adha.  The rituals of Hajj and Eid-ul-Adha both serve as reminders of the shared 
Abrahamic roots of three of the world’s major religions. 
 
During Hajj, the world’s largest and most diverse gathering, three million Muslims 
from all walks of life – including thousands of American Muslims – will stand in 
prayer on Mount Arafat.  The following day, Muslims around the world will celebrate 
Eid-ul-Adha and distribute food to the less fortunate to commemorate Abraham’s 
willingness to sacrifice his son out of obedience to God.  
 
This year, I am pleased that the Department of Health and Human Services has 
partnered with the Saudi Health Ministry to prevent and limit the spread of H1N1 
during Hajj.  Cooperating on combating H1N1 is one of the ways we are 
implementing my administration's commitment to partnership in areas of mutual 
interest. 
 
On behalf of the American people, we would like to extend our greetings during this 
Hajj season – Eid Mubarak. 
 
(end text) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
NNNN 
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Transcript: Special Envoy for Middle East Peace George Mitchell Briefs Press 
(Diplomat gives briefing at State Department November 25) (3968) 
 
(begin transcript) 
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Office of the Spokesman 
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For Immediate Release 
November 25, 2009 
2009/1179 
 
ON-THE-RECORD BRIEFING 
 
Special Envoy for Middle East Peace George Mitchell 
 
November 25, 2009 
Washington, D.C.  
 
MR. WOOD:  Good afternoon, everybody.  Welcome to the briefing.  As promised, 
Senator Mitchell is here, and he is going to give you an update on the recent 
announcement by the Israeli Government with regard to settlements.  So without 
further ado, Senator Mitchell.   
 
MR. MITCHELL:  Great.  Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen.  Prime Minister 
Netanyahu has just announced his government’s moratorium on new settlement 
buildings.  I think it’s important to look at this issue in a broader context, particularly 
how it affects the situation on the ground and how it can contribute to a 
constructive negotiating process that will ultimately lead to an end to the conflict 
and to a two-state solution.   
 
It falls short of a full settlement freeze, but it is more than any Israeli Government 
has done before, and can help move toward agreement between the parties.  As 
President Obama has said many times, we believe that a two-state solution to the 
conflict is the best way to realize the shared goal of Israelis and Palestinians to live in 
peace and security.  It is also in the national security interest of the United States.  It 
is urgently needed. 
 
The President knows that achieving this goal will be difficult, but he also has said that 
he will not waiver in his persistent pursuit of a comprehensive peace in the Middle 
East.  For that reason, he has dedicated himself and his Administration to the 
resumption of Israeli-Palestinian negotiations and to the creation of an atmosphere 
that maximizes the prospects for success.   
 
To be clear, the steps we have suggested to all parties – Israel, the Palestinians, and 
the Arab States – to improve the atmosphere for negotiations are not ends in 
themselves, and they certainly are not preconditions to negotiations.  But they can 
make a valuable contribution toward achieving our goal of successful negotiations 
that result in a two-state solution.  That’s why we’ve urged the Palestinians to 
expand and improve their security efforts and to take strong and meaningful action 
on incitement.  It’s why we’ve urged the Arab states to take steps toward 
normalization of relations with Israel, and it’s why we’ve urged Israel to stop 
settlement activity.   
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As I said earlier, while they fall short of a full freeze, we believe the steps announced 
by the prime minister are significant and could have substantial impact on the 
ground.  For the first time ever, an Israeli Government will stop housing approvals 
and all new construction of housing units and related infrastructure in West Bank 
settlements.  That’s a positive development.  The Israelis have said that the only 
exception will be a small number of public buildings, such as schools and 
synagogues, within existing settlements.  Under the moratorium, those buildings 
already under construction will be completed.  But the number of buildings under 
construction will decline since, as each new building is completed, there will not be a 
new building started.  So implementation of the moratorium could mean much less 
settlement construction than would occur if there is no moratorium.   
 
The steps announced today are the result of a unilateral decision by the Government 
of Israel.  This is not an agreement with the United States, nor is it an agreement 
with the Palestinians.  United States policy on settlements remains unaffected and 
unchanged.  As the President has said, America does not accept the legitimacy of 
continued Israeli settlements.   
 
We recognize that the Palestinians and other Arabs are concerned because Israel’s 
moratorium permits the completion of buildings already started and limits the effect 
of the moratorium to the West Bank – concerns which we share.   
 
As to Jerusalem, United States policy remains unaffected and unchanged.  As has 
been stated by every previous administration which addressed this issue, the status 
of Jerusalem and all other permanent status issues must be resolved by the parties 
through negotiations.   
 
The United States also disagrees with some Israeli actions in Jerusalem affecting 
Palestinians in areas such as housing, including the continuing pattern of evictions 
and demolitions of Palestinian homes.  The United States has not accepted and 
disagrees with any unilateral action by either party which could have the effect of 
preempting negotiations.  As we and others have said many times, the way to move 
forward is to enter negotiations without preconditions and reach agreements on the 
two-state solution:  a Jewish state of Israel living side by side in peace and security 
with an independent, contiguous, and viable Palestinian state. 
 
As the Secretary of State said today, and I quote, “Today’s announcement by the 
Government of Israel helps move forward toward resolving the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict.  We believe that through good-faith negotiations, the parties can mutually 
agree on an outcome which ends the conflict and reconciles the Palestinian goal of 
an independent and viable state, based on the 1967 lines, with agreed swaps, and 
the Israeli goal of a Jewish state with secure and recognized borders that reflect 
subsequent developments and meet Israeli security requirements.  Let me say to all 
the people of the region and world:  Our commitment to achieving a solution with 
two states living side by side in peace and security is unwavering.”  That’s the end of 
the Secretary’s quote.  
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Despite the difficulties and the complex political circumstances in the region, we are 
committed to the re-launch of negotiations and to the two-state solution.  We will 
not be deterred by setbacks.  We are determined to stay the course in the cause of 
comprehensive peace in the Middle East. 
 
Thank you, ladies and gentlemen, and I’ll now be pleased to respond to your 
questions.  
 
QUESTION:  So we all thought you were going to come down here and say you were 
frustrated and you were going to resign, but I guess that’s not the case.  (Laughter.) 
 
You’re going to keep at it?  I guess the question is:  Is this the best that you could 
get?  And are you going to try to sell it to the Palestinians as the best that they could 
get?  As you probably know, senior Palestinian officials have already come out and 
said this is not enough, it has to – anything has to include East Jerusalem.  And this, 
as you noted, does not.  So I guess the bottom line is:  Is this the best you could get 
out of the Israelis? 
 
MR. MITCHELL:  I’ll address the latter part of your question first and then I’ll return 
to your earlier comment.  Our goal remains the re-launch of negotiations as soon as 
possible in an atmosphere in which they can succeed.  We recognize that the internal 
political situation is more challenging on both sides, especially in light of the after-
effects of the Goldstone report.  We’ve always intended that negotiations will 
proceed on a variety of tracks, including high-level direct talks that establish the 
framework and set the tone, parallel talks with the U.S. about key issues, and lower-
level direct talks where the details of issues are often worked out.  Given the current 
environment, we think it makes sense to explore a re-launch of negotiations through 
a mix of these tracks.  As the Secretary said, we believe that the differing views of 
the parties can be reconciled through good-faith negotiations. 
 
Now, as to your earlier comment about being discouraged, although there are many 
differences between the Middle East and Northern Ireland, in this respect, my 
experience there is relevant.  Over a period of five years, I chaired three separate 
sets of discussions.  The main negotiation lasted for nearly two years.  For most of 
that time, there was little or no progress and our effort was branded a failure.  The 
question you asked me today I was asked hundreds of times there.  But then after 
two years of saying no, both sides said yes.  In a real sense, we had 700 days of 
failure and one day of success. 
 
I know that if anything, the Middle East is more difficult and more complex.  But no 
matter where the conflict is or what it’s about, if you’re serious about peace, you 
can’t take as final the first no, the second no, or even the hundredth no.  You can’t 
get discouraged by setbacks and you can’t be deterred by criticism.  You have to be 
patient, persevering, and determined.  Neither the President, the Secretary of State, 
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nor I have ever promised anything other than a total commitment to comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East.  That remains our commitment and our goal. 
 
MR. WOOD:  Janine. 
 
QUESTION:  Senator Mitchell, given that you’re hoping this will launch final status 
talks, I was wondering if you could talk to us a little bit about any contacts you’ve 
had with President Abbas since he announced that he doesn’t plan to run.  And do 
you think he’s sincere about that?  Or what has the United States been doing to try 
to convince him – or if they are, maybe they’re not – to stay on? 
 
MR. MITCHELL:  I’ve had several meetings with President Abbas since then, and 
several conversations.  We have encouraged him to remain in office and to work 
with us in achieving his longstanding goal of a two-state solution, which includes, as I 
said earlier, an independent, viable, and contiguous Palestinian state.  We hope that 
he does stay.  We hope to continue working with him. 
 
MR. WOOD:  Michel. 
 
QUESTION:  Yes.  Senator Mitchell, Matt has asked this question, but the Palestinian 
Authority has refused the Israeli offer because it doesn’t include the East Jerusalem.  
How can you push them to go to the negotiations?  
 
MR. MITCHELL:  Well, as I said, we believe that the best way forward is to re-launch 
negotiations in an atmosphere in which they can succeed.  We will encourage both 
sides to continue to take steps that will lead to that result and enable us to begin 
negotiations in a way that affords what I believe to be a reasonable and good 
prospect of achieving what the Palestinians want and what we want; that is, a two-
state solution with an independent and a viable and a contiguous Palestinian state, 
and a state of Israel living with secure and recognized borders with security for all of 
its people.  And we are going to continue to pursue that objective. 
 
MR. WOOD:  Kirit. 
 
QUESTION:  Kirit Radia with ABC News.  You’ve got now a 10-month window.  Do you 
think that’s long enough?  What would you like to see happen during that period?  
What would you like the Palestinians to do next?  And where do you see the process 
10 months from now? 
 
MR. MITCHELL:  We would like very much to begin negotiations on the permanent 
status issues.  As I said earlier in my response to the first question, we think the best 
approach is a mix of contacts – direct, bilateral in some cases, at varying levels, 
contacts with us for discussions on permanent status issues.  We hope that there will 
be substantial progress.  My personal and fervent wish is that we will during this 
process at some point have a resolution of the issue of borders so that there will no 
longer be any question about settlement construction, so that Israelis will be able to 
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build what they want in Israel and Palestinians will be able to build what they want in 
Palestine.  And we think that the negotiations should begin as soon as possible.  We 
hope that they will be time limited to a period at the end of which all of the 
permanent status issues will be resolved and the people of the region can achieve 
their objective. 
 
I want to be clear, however, that while this discussion has understandably focused 
on the Israeli-Palestinian negotiations, when the President addresses his vision of 
comprehensive peace, he includes, in addition, Israel and Syria, Israel and Lebanon, 
and the full normalization of relations between Israel and all of its Arab neighbors.  
And we’re going to continue to pursue those objectives at the same time with the 
same vigor. 
 
MR. WOOD:  Right here.  And please state your name and news organization. 
 
QUESTION:  Muna Shikaki with Al-Arabiya TV.  There is talk about terms of reference 
from the Americans as guarantees to the Palestinians so that they can resume 
negotiations, including 1967 borders, changing some areas from B to A, and perhaps 
releasing some prisoners.  Is there – are there any American guarantees or terms of 
reference that you’re preparing? 
 
MR. MITCHELL:  We have been in discussions with both Israelis and Palestinians for 
some time regarding terms of reference for negotiations.  We have closed many gaps 
between them.  And while admittedly important differences remain, we’ve made 
very substantial progress.  And we continue to explore those, and I will pursue those 
on my next visit to the region, which will be in the near future, to continue that 
dialogue and that effort as part of trying to bring the parties together. 
 
In addition, some of the points you mentioned represent steps that Israel can take, 
and we have encouraged action in that regard as a means of both steps to create an 
atmosphere toward conducive and what we hope will be good-faith and constructive 
negotiations, and as ways to move us toward the final result. 
 
MR. WOOD:  Glenn. 
 
QUESTION:  Hi, Glenn Kessler with The Washington Post.  I mean, I noticed you 
didn’t, in your statement, call this unprecedented, though you came very close to 
that.  And I’m just wondering, was there – is there anything different between what 
Israel has outlined today versus what the Secretary labeled as unprecedented when 
she was in the region a few weeks ago?  And can you outline in what ways this is 
superior to the unstated agreement that the Bush Administration had with the state 
of Israel? 
 
MR. MITCHELL:  Well, first, I said that this has never happened before, and if you 
look in the dictionary, that is the definition of unprecedented.  (Laughter.)   
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QUESTION:  I know, but there was – that word was loaded.  So like I said, you came 
close to unprecedented.   
 
MR. MITCHELL:  Nothing like this occurred during the Bush Administration.  From 
2000 to 2008, there were new housing construction starts on nearly 20,000 new 
housing units, 9,000 of them between 2004 and 2008.  In the moratorium just 
announced by the Government of Israel, there will be no new housing construction 
starts during the 10-month period.  None.  There will be no approval of any housing 
projects during the 10-month moratorium.  None.  No Israeli Government has ever 
taken this step, and nothing remotely like this occurred during the Bush 
Administration.   
 
QUESTION:  John Terrett from Al Jazeera English Television.  The desk has just sent 
over to me here Mahmoud Abbas’s comments, and he’s pressing the necessity that 
Israel put an end to illegal settlements on Palestinian territories, which he says block 
the viability of the geographic border of the future Palestinian state, which must 
have East Jerusalem as its capital.  Could you talk to what you think it is in this 
announcement today by Mr. Netanyahu that you think the Palestinians should find 
some optimism in or some hope in? 
 
MR. MITCHELL:  Anyone who opposes settlement construction, continued 
settlement activity, as does the United States, should, of course, take into account 
that under the moratorium announced today, there will be much less settlement 
housing construction activity than there would have been if there were no 
moratorium.  That’s a fact. 
 
Now, we will continue in our efforts to persuade the parties that the best way 
forward is to enter negotiations, with the United States as an active participant and 
supporter of the parties, encouraging them in their direct talks to move forward.  
And we believe that’s the best way to achieve what is the common goal, not just of 
the leaders, but more importantly, of the people they represent on both sides to be 
able to live in peace and security.  And we will continue to pursue that objective 
vigorously and to seek to persuade both sides that the way forward is through 
negotiation and agreement.   
 
MR. WOOD:  Question here.  We’re going to take two more after this.   
 
QUESTION:  Yes.  Joyce Karam with Al-Hayat newspaper.  Senator, there are many 
cynics in the Arab world that are saying if Washington couldn’t get the Israelis to 
completely freeze settlements, how can they force them to withdraw to the 1967 
borders?  I mean, how do you respond to this?  What kind of assurances can you give 
the Arab world that these negotiations are – be different than the one we had 
previously multiple times?  And what can the Arab governments do to contribute to 
the success of such negotiations?    
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MR. MITCHELL:  Right.  As I mentioned briefly in response to an earlier question and 
in my remarks, we have asked all of the Arab governments to join in the effort in 
support of the Arab Peace Initiative to take steps toward normalization of relations 
with Israel.  We’ve not asked anyone to take the final step of full normalization.   
 
What we’ve asked is gestures, actions, statements and movement in that direction.  
For example, we are seeking, and we believe we’ve gotten a good response, to a 
multilateral track in which several governments of the region would meet to discuss 
regional issues that they have in common, such as energy and water, which would 
follow the resumption of direct negotiations.  It won’t occur before then, but if direct 
negotiations can get underway, we believe this could occur.   
 
And this would operate to the benefit of everyone in the region, whatever country 
they happen to live in, because it would help to deal with these important issues that 
they all face in common.  And we think that increased contacts between political and 
nonpolitical leaders, cultural and other exchanges, trade relations and other forms of 
contact for mutual benefit, all of that can form an ever-strengthening web of support 
for the concept of normal relations throughout the region.   
 
Now, in response to your first question, of course, there can be no absolute total 
guarantee in advance of what is going to occur in a negotiation.  I said earlier that if 
you’re serious about this, you can’t take the first or the second or the hundredth no 
for an answer, and that has to be the case here.  We have to continue to urge, to 
encourage, to seek to persuade.  The alternative is to accept for the people of the 
region endless conflict, never-ending disagreement, and the absence of opportunity 
and hope for the future.   
 
Now, nobody gets everything they want in a negotiation seeking to resolve a conflict 
like this.  There has to be a willingness on everyone’s part to give more than they 
want to give and to accept less than they want to get.  That applies to everyone in 
the process.  That takes time, it takes patience, it takes courageous leadership.  I 
believe that it can and will be done for one overriding reason:  It is in the best 
interest of the people of the region – Israelis, Palestinians, and other Arabs.   
 
A continuation of this conflict and further delay in attempting to resolve it does not 
serve the interest of any of them.  And the leadership now should commit 
themselves that the next generation – young people now growing up, those yet to 
come, Israeli, Palestinian and Arab – don’t have to live through what the present 
leaders have had to live through.  And we believe that that can be done, and we are 
determined that it will be done.   
 
MR. WOOD:  The gentleman right here, please.   
 
QUESTION:  Thank you.  Senator Mitchell, you’re making it sound as though the 
Israelis have given a concession by their decision today to temporarily phase the 
building of new settlements, when it is actually an agreement that had taken place in 
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Annapolis meeting years ago, during the Bush Administration.  Now, asking the Arabs 
also to normalize – to take steps to normalize the relations with Israel – is like 
putting the horse before the cart where it is actually supposed to be a result of a 
peace agreement.   
 
Now, the Syria Government – and I am Syrian reporter, my name is Zaher Imadi.  I’m 
sorry I didn’t mention that.   
 
MR. WOOD:  That’s all right.   
 
QUESTION:  But the Syrian Government has welcomed so much the speech of 
President Obama – your mission.  But President Asad has asked in the last interview 
if there were any roadmap to execute the peace agreement or peace negotiations 
that are supposed to take place in the future with the Israelis.  Do you have any 
elaborate plan or detailed plan for your mission where the steps could be taken, one 
after the other, that you could emphasize that the parties must take in order to 
bridge that peace.  What is your goal?  Do you still recognize 232, 338, the United 
Nations resolutions?  Is it peace-for-land kind of negotiations?  I need some 
explanation along these lines, Mr. Mitchell, please. 
 
MR. MITCHELL:  Well, thank you.  I’ll attempt to provide it. 
 
QUESTION:  Thank you.  
 
MR. MITCHELL:  We’ve been consulting intensively with Israel and Syria for several 
months.  We’re seeking a mutually agreeable basis for the parties to renew talks, and 
we have strongly encouraged them to do so.  Both sides are well aware that 
President Obama’s vision of comprehensive peace, as I’ve just explained a few 
moments ago, includes Israel and Syria.  We think that is an important part of the 
objective. 
 
I have met with President al-Asad and with Prime Minister Netanyahu and discussed 
directly with them our hope and our encouragement that peace talks be revived, and 
we will continue in that effort.  Until now, while they both state a willingness to get 
into them, their differences on how to do so have prevented them.  The Government 
of Syria wishes to conclude the indirect talks which were begun through Turkey last 
year before going to direct talks.  The Government of Israel prefers to go directly to 
direct talks without preconditions.  We are attempting to find a mechanism on which 
both can agree, because we think it’s important that they begin the process.  We 
want them to do so.  We want to support that effort in any way that we can.  And 
that will continue.  
 
MR. WOOD:  Last question, back here.  Please, the lady.  Yes. 
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QUESTION:  Thanks so much.  This is Tulin Daloglu with the Turkish daily newspaper 
Haberturk.  You talked about the Israeli-Syrian talks, and Turkey has played a role in 
that.  Do you still see a role for Turkey to play at this time? 
 
MR. MITCHELL:  I have had several meetings with Turkish officials, including the 
president, the prime minister, the foreign minister, and others.  And we welcome 
their further participation, but that is, of course, a decision for the parties to make, 
whether or not they wish to continue the indirect talks in that manner.  So it would 
be up to them to decide how best to proceed.  I have told the Turkish officials and 
both the Syrian and Israeli officials we welcome that as one mechanism.  We 
welcome any mechanism that will result in progress. 
 
And so we hope – I intend to make this a part of my discussion in my next visit, 
because we do want this process to proceed, not to the detriment of, not as an 
alternative to, talks between Israelis and Palestinians.  I want to make that very 
clear.  These are not exclusive alternatives.  These both must happen.  We believe 
they both should begin.  And we will encourage the parties and we ourselves will do 
all we can to make that possible. 
 
Thank you very much, ladies and gentlemen, for your presence here today. 
 
(end transcript) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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(begin text) 
 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary 
November 25, 2009 
 
President to Attend Copenhagen Climate Talks 
Administration Announces U.S. Emission Target for Copenhagen 
 
The White House announced today that President Obama will travel to Copenhagen 
on Dec. 9 to participate in the United Nations Climate Change Conference, where he 
is eager to work with the international community to drive progress toward a 
comprehensive and operational Copenhagen accord. The President has worked 
steadily on behalf of a positive outcome in Copenhagen throughout the year. Based 
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on the President’s work on climate change over the past 10 months – in the Major 
Economies Forum, the G20, bilateral discussions and multilateral consultations – and 
based on progress made in recent, constructive discussions with China and India’s 
Leaders, the President believes it is possible to reach a meaningful agreement in 
Copenhagen. The President’s decision to go is a sign of his continuing commitment 
and leadership to find a global solution to the global threat of climate change, and to 
lay the foundation for a new, sustainable and prosperous clean energy future.  
 
The White House also announced that, in the context of an overall deal in 
Copenhagen that includes robust mitigation contributions from China and the other 
emerging economies, the President is prepared to put on the table a U.S. emissions 
reduction target in the range of 17% below 2005 levels in 2020 and ultimately in line 
with final U.S. energy and climate legislation. In light of the President’s goal to 
reduce emissions 83% by 2050, the expected pathway set forth in this pending 
legislation would entail a 30% reduction below 2005 levels in 2025 and a 42% 
reduction below 2005 in 2030. This provisional target is in line with current 
legislation in both chambers of Congress and demonstrates a significant contribution 
to a problem that the U.S. has neglected for too long. With less than two weeks to go 
until the beginning of the Copenhagen conference, it is essential that the countries 
of the world, led by the major economies, do what it takes to produce a strong, 
operational agreement that will both launch us on a concerted effort to combat 
climate change and serve as a stepping stone to a legally binding treaty. The 
President is working closely with Congress to pass energy and climate legislation as 
soon as possible. 
 
Underscoring President Obama’s commitment to American leadership on clean 
energy and combating climate change, the White House also announced today that a 
host of Cabinet secretaries and other top officials from across the Administration will 
travel to Copenhagen for the conference. Interior Secretary Ken Salazar, Agriculture 
Secretary Tom Vilsack, Commerce Secretary Gary Locke, Energy Secretary Steven 
Chu, and Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Lisa P. Jackson are all 
scheduled to attend, along with Council on Environmental Quality Chair Nancy 
Sutley, and Assistant to the President for Energy and Climate Change Carol Browner. 
 
For the first time, the U.S. delegation will have a U.S. Center at the conference, 
providing a unique and interactive forum to share our story with the world. In 
addition to working with other countries to advance American interests, U.S. 
delegates will keynote a series of events highlighting actions by the Obama 
Administration to provide domestic and global leadership in the transition to a clean 
energy economy. Topics will range from energy efficiency investments and global 
commitments to renewables policy and clean energy jobs. The following keynote 
events and speakers are currently scheduled: 
 
• Wednesday, December 9th: Taking Action at Home, EPA Administrator Lisa P. 
Jackson 
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• Thursday, December 10th: New Energy Future: the role of public lands in clean 
energy production and carbon capture, Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar 
• Friday, December 11th: Clean Energy Jobs in a Global Marketplace, Commerce 
Secretary Gary Locke 
• Monday, December 14th: Leading in Energy Efficiency and Renewables, Energy 
Secretary Steven Chu 
• Tuesday, December 15th: Clean Energy Investments: creating opportunities for 
rural economies, Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack 
• Thursday, December 17th: Backing Up International Agreement with Domestic 
Action, CEQ Chair Nancy Sutley and Assistant to the President Carol Browner 
 
These events will underline the historic progress the Obama Administration has 
made to address climate change and create a new energy future. In addition to 
passage of the American Clean Energy and Security Act in the House of 
Representatives this summer, Administration officials will highlight an impressive 
resume of American action and accomplishments over the last 10 months, including: 
 
DOMESTIC LEADERSHIP 
 
• Recovery Act ( http://www.whitehouse.gov/recovery/ ): The U.S. is investing more 
than $80 billion in clean energy through its Recovery Act – including the largest-ever 
investment in renewable energy, which will double our generation of clean 
renewable energy like wind and solar in three years. 
 
• Efficiency Standard for Automobiles ( 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/President-Obama-Announces-
National-Fuel-Efficiency-Policy/ ): President Obama announced the first ever joint 
fuel economy/greenhouse gas emissions standards for cars and trucks in May. The 
new standards are projected to save 1.8 billion barrels of oil over the life of the 
program with a fuel economy gain averaging more than 5 percent per year and a 
reduction of approximately 900 million metric tons in greenhouse gas emissions.  
 
• Advancing Comprehensive Energy Legislation ( 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Remarks-by-the-President-on-the-
Importance-of-Passing-a-Historic-Energy-Bill/ ): Passing comprehensive energy and 
climate legislation is a top priority for the Administration and significant progress has 
been made. In June, The U.S. House of Representatives passed the American Clean 
Energy and Security Act that will promote clean energy investments and lower U.S. 
greenhouse gas emissions more than 80 percent by 2050. The Senate continues to 
advance their efforts to pass comprehensive legislation and move the U.S. closer to a 
system of clean energy incentives that create new energy jobs, reduce our 
dependence on oil, and cut pollution. 
 
• Appliance Efficiency Standards ( 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Remarks-by-the-President-on-
Energy/ ): The Obama Administration has forged more stringent energy efficiency 
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standards for commercial and residential appliances, including microwaves, kitchen 
ranges, dishwashers, lightbulbs and other common appliances. This common sense 
approach makes improved efficiency a manufacturing requirement for the everyday 
appliances used in practically every home and business, resulting in a significant 
reduction in energy use. Altogether, about two dozen new energy efficiency 
standards will be completed in the next few years. 
 
• Offshore Energy Development ( 
http://www.doi.gov/news/09_News_Releases/040909.html ): Within the 
Administration’s first 100 days, a new regulatory framework was established to 
facilitate the development of alternative energy projects in an economic and 
environmentally sound manner that allows us to tap into the vast energy potential of 
the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS). The National Renewable Energy Lab estimates 
that development of wind energy alone on the OCS may provide an additional 1,900 
gigawatts of clean energy to the U.S. 
 
• Emissions Inventory Rule: For the first time, the U.S. will catalogue greenhouse gas 
emissions from large emission sources – an important initial step toward measurable 
and transparent reductions. 
 
INTERNATIONAL LEADERSHIP 
 
• The Major Economies Forum (MEF) ( 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Declaration-of-the-Leaders-the-
Major-Economies-Forum-on-Energy-and-Climate/ ): President Obama launched the 
MEF in March 2009, creating a new dialogue among developed and emerging 
economies to combat climate change and promote clean energy. At the July L’Aquila 
summit, MEF Leaders announced important new agreements to support the UN 
climate talks and launched a new Global Partnership to promote clean energy 
technologies. 
 
• Eliminating Fossil Fuel Subsidies ( 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Remarks-by-the-President-at-UN-
Secretary-General-Ban-Ki-moons-Climate-Change-Summit/ ): The President 
spearheaded an agreement at the Pittsburgh G20 summit for all G20 nations to 
phase out their fossil fuel subsidies over the medium term and to work with other 
countries to do the same. Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation nations followed the 
G20 lead at their summit in Singapore, expanding the number of countries 
committing to these subsidies. According to the International Energy Agency, this 
measure alone could reduce global greenhouse gas emissions 10 percent or more by 
2050. 
 
• Bilateral Energy and Climate Partnerships: The U.S. is accelerating its collaboration 
with China ( http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/us-china-joint-statement 
), India ( http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/fact-sheets-us-indian-
cooperation ), Mexico ( http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/US-Mexico-
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Announce-Bilateral-Framework-on-Clean-Energy-and-Climate-Change/ ), Canada ( 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Remarks-by-President-Obama-and-
Canadian-Prime-Minister-Harper-During-Joint-Press-Availability/ ) and other key 
international partners to combat climate change, coordinate clean energy research 
and development, and support the international climate talks.  
 
• Energy and Climate Partnership for the Americas ( 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/The-United-States-and-the-2009-
Summit-of-the-Americas-Securing-Our-Citizens-Future/ ): President Obama proposed 
a partnership with our neighbors in the western hemisphere to advance energy 
security and combat climate change. An early product of this cooperation is Chile’s 
Renewable Energy Center, which receives technical support from the U.S. 
Department of Energy. 
 
• Phasing Down HFCs (Hydrofluorocarbons) ( 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/North-American-Leaders-Declaration-
on-Climate-Change-and-Clean-Energy/ ): The U.S. joined Canada and Mexico in 
proposing to phase-down HFC emissions, a very potent greenhouse gas, in 
developed and developing countries under the Montreal Protocol. This represents a 
down payment of about 10% of the emission reductions necessary to cut global 
greenhouse gas emissions to half their current levels by 2050. 
 
(end text) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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(begin text) 
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Office of the Spokesman 
November 25, 2009 
 
MEDIA NOTE 
 
U.S. Department of State Announces U.S. Center at Copenhagen Climate Change 
Negotiation and Launches COP-15 Web site: www.cop15.state.gov ( 
http://www.cop15.state.gov ) 
 



 
 

O F F I C E  O F  P U B L I C  A F F A I R S  /  E M B A S S Y  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  A M E R I C A  

 

Str. "Samoilova" Nr.21 1000 Skopje /Telephone (+389) (2) 310 2000, Fax (+389) (2) 310 2499 E-mail: EmbSkoWebM@mt.net.mk    

For the first time, the U.S. Department of State, in coordination with the White 
House and multiple federal departments and agencies, is organizing and hosting a 
U.S. Center at the annual Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). At the 15th session (COP-15) in 
Copenhagen, Denmark, December 7-18, the U.S. Center will host over 70 events 
during the two-week conference that will highlight the strong actions the U.S. is 
taking at home and the leadership role the U.S. is fulfilling internationally to combat 
global climate change. This diplomatic initiative involves participation by academic 
institutions, scientific and research laboratories, non-governmental organizations, 
and the private sector. 
 
The U.S. Center will occupy a central location in the Bella Conference Center. It will 
provide an opportunity for the approximately 15,000 accredited participants at COP-
15 and the Department’s COP-15 Web site visitors to learn more about U.S. climate 
actions. The U.S. Center will feature panel presentations, publications and videotape 
screenings to describe U.S. climate change policies and initiatives, including public-
private partnerships and collaboration with other governments. Science On a 
Sphere®, a visually compelling globe that displays computer-driven animated images 
of the Earth’s land, oceans, and atmosphere, will be the U.S. Center’s dynamic 
centerpiece. 
 
The COP-15 Web site (www.cop15.state.gov ( http://www.cop15.state.gov )) will 
serve as the central resource for public information about United States policy 
positions and U.S. Center programs at the Copenhagen negotiation. The U.S. Center 
page will feature the two-week program of events, as well as fact sheets, 
photographs, and brief audio and video recordings from selected panels. Through 
Web streaming, there will be opportunities to watch U.S. Center programs 
happening live in Copenhagen. On its Press page, the Web site will feature press 
releases, statements and transcripts of formal press briefings. The Links page will 
connect users to U.S. climate change Web sites across the Federal Government. 
 
The Department has also launched a Facebook page for the duration of the 
Copenhagen conference at www.facebook.com/usdos.cop15 ( 
http://www.facebook.com/usdos.cop15 ) to provide real time news, updates and 
information to users worldwide. 
 
(end text) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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(begin text) 
 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Vice President 
November 25, 2009 
 
STATEMENT BY VICE PRESIDENT BIDEN ON THE 10th ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR THE ELIMINATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 
 
November 25, 2009 
 
“Violence against women is found in every culture around the world. It is one of our 
most pervasive global problems, yet it is preventable. When gang rape is a weapon 
of war, when women are beaten behind closed doors, or when young girls are 
trafficked in brothels and fields - we all suffer. This violence robs women and girls of 
their full potential, causes untold human suffering, and has great social and 
economic costs. On this 10th anniversary of the International Day for the Elimination 
of Violence Against Women, I urge all Americans to join with the international 
community in calling for an end to these abuses.” 
 
(end text) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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(begin text) 
 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary 
November 25, 2009 
 
Statement by the President on Native American Heritage Day 
 
“Tomorrow, Americans everywhere will observe our National Day of Thanksgiving. It 
will be a time of celebration and reflection as we gather with family and friends to 
count our blessings and remember those less fortunate. But it will also be a time to 
remember how this holiday began– as a harvest celebration between European 
settlers and the American Indians who had been living and thriving on the continent 
for thousands of years.” 
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“That is why on Friday, I encourage every American to join me in observing Native 
American Heritage Day. My Administration is committed to strengthening the nation 
to nation relationship with tribal governments. But it is also important for all of us to 
understand the rich culture, tradition and history of Native Americans and their 
status today - and to appreciate the contributions that First Americans have made, 
and will continue to make to our Nation.” 
 
(end text) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Text: Clinton Comments on Israel’s Announcement Regarding Settlements 
(U.S. committed to two-state solution, comprehensive peace in Middle East) (144) 
 
(begin text) 
 
U.S. Department of State 
Office of the Spokesman 
November 25, 2009 
 
STATEMENT BY SECRETARY CLINTON 
 
Israel’s Announcement Regarding Settlements 
 
Today’s announcement by the Government of Israel helps move forward toward 
resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. We believe that through good-faith 
negotiations the parties can mutually agree on an outcome which ends the conflict 
and reconciles the Palestinian goal of an independent and viable state based on the 
1967 lines, with agreed swaps, and the Israeli goal of a Jewish state with secure and 
recognized borders that reflect subsequent developments and meet Israeli security 
requirements. Let me say to all the people of the region and world: our commitment 
to achieving a solution with two states living side by side in peace and security is 
unwavering. 
 
(end text) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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*WPD321   11/25/2009 
Text: Statement on Cote d’Ivoire’s Delayed Presidential Elections 
(U.S. calls on political leaders to commit to credible electoral process) (139) 
 
(begin text) 
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Office of the Spokesman 
November 24, 2009 
 
STATEMENT BY IAN KELLY, SPOKESMAN 
 
Cote d’Ivoire: Delayed Presidential Elections 
 
The United States is disappointed at the recent announcement that presidential 
elections in Cote d’Ivoire, scheduled for November 29, will again be delayed. In the 
past year Cote d’Ivoire has made significant progress on voter 
registration/identification, and it is imperative that all parties take every measure to 
ensure that elections are held without further delay. We call upon all political party 
leaders in Cote d’Ivoire to commit to a credible, transparent, fair, and non-violent 
electoral process. The United States remains convinced that credible elections are 
key to resolving Cote d’Ivoire’s seven-year-old crisis and central to political 
reconciliation. 
 
(end text) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Text: Joint Statement by President Obama, Indian Prime Minister Singh 
(U.S., India reaffirm partnership to address challenges of 21st century) (2366) 
 
(begin text) 
 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary 
November 24, 2009 
 
Joint Statement between Prime Minister Dr. Singh and President Obama 
 
INDIA AND THE UNITED STATES: PARTNERSHIP FOR A BETTER WORLD 
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Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh and President Barack Obama today reaffirmed 
the global strategic partnership between India and the United States, and launched a 
new phase in this partnership. Commending the deepening bilateral cooperation 
between the world’s two largest democracies across a broad spectrum of human 
endeavors, the two leaders recognized that the common ideals and complementary 
strengths of India and the United States today provide a foundation for addressing 
the global challenges of the 21st century. 
 
The two leaders noted that the shared values cherished by their peoples and 
espoused by their founders – democracy, pluralism, tolerance, openness, and 
respect for fundamental freedoms and human rights – are acquiring an increasingly 
greater prominence in building a more peaceful, prosperous, inclusive, secure and 
sustainable world. These values are exemplified by the vibrant linkages between 
their peoples, which are a unique asset for both countries, and are reflected in the 
role played by the Indian-American community. 
 
The two leaders resolved to harness these shared strengths and to expand the U.S.-
India global partnership for the benefit of their countries, for peace, stability and 
prosperity in Asia, and for the betterment of the world. To this end, they committed 
to build upon the India-U.S. Strategic Dialogue announced in July 2009. President 
Obama stated that the United States looks forward to a stable and prosperous India 
playing an increasingly important role in world affairs. 
 
ADVANCING GLOBAL SECURITY AND COUNTERING TERRORISM 
 
Prime Minister Singh and President Obama recognized that the India-U.S. 
partnership is indispensable for global peace and security. In this context, the 
interests of both countries are best advanced through the values mirrored in their 
societies. 
 
They acknowledged the common threat that international terrorism poses to 
regional and global security. They condemned terrorism in all its forms and 
manifestations and declared that there could be no justification for terrorism 
anywhere. 
 
On the eve of its first anniversary, President Obama reiterated the United States’s 
condemnation of the terrorist attack in Mumbai in November 2008. The two leaders 
underscored the absolute imperative to bring to justice the perpetrators of this 
terrorist attack. 
 
They expressed their grave concern about the threat posed by terrorism and violent 
extremists emanating from India’s neighborhood, whose impact is felt beyond the 
region. The two leaders agreed that resolute and credible steps must be taken to 
eliminate safe havens and sanctuaries that provide shelter to terrorists and their 
activities. These undermine security and stability in the region and around the world. 
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They vowed to redouble their efforts to deal effectively with terrorism, while 
protecting their countries’ common ideals and shared values and committed 
themselves to strengthening global consensus and legal regimes against terrorism. 
They decided on a Counterterrorism Cooperation Initiative to expand collaboration 
on counterterrorism, information sharing, and capacity building. 
 
The two leaders reiterated their shared interest in the stability, development and 
independence of Afghanistan and in the defeat of terrorist safe havens in Pakistan 
and Afghanistan. President Obama appreciated India’s role in reconstruction and 
rebuilding efforts in Afghanistan. The two leaders agreed to enhance their respective 
efforts in this direction. 
 
The two leaders committed to continue pursuing mutually beneficial defense 
cooperation through the existing security dialogue, service-level exchanges, defense 
exercises and trade and technology transfer and collaboration. They recognized the 
scope for cooperation in the areas of non-traditional threats to security, 
peacekeeping, humanitarian and disaster relief, and maritime security and 
protecting sea lanes of communication. They agreed to expedite necessary 
arrangements to facilitate these activities. 
 
The two leaders agreed that strengthening high technology trade between their 
countries is in the spirit of their strategic dialogue and partnership. They reiterated 
their shared commitment to technology security and that it is in their mutual interest 
to invigorate this area of their partnership. 
 
Prime Minister Singh and President Obama reaffirmed their shared vision of a world 
free of nuclear weapons and pledged to work together, as leaders of responsible 
states with advanced nuclear technology, for global non-proliferation, and universal, 
non-discriminatory and complete nuclear disarmament. Part of that vision is working 
together to ensure that all nations live up to their international obligations. India 
reaffirmed its unilateral and voluntary moratorium on nuclear explosive testing. The 
United States reaffirmed its testing moratorium and its commitment to ratify the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty and bring it into force at an early date. Both leaders 
agreed to consult each other regularly and seek the early start of negotiations on a 
multilateral, non-discriminatory and internationally verifiable Fissile Material Cutoff 
Treaty at the Conference on Disarmament. They noted that nuclear terrorism, and 
clandestine networks are a matter of grave concern. Prime Minister Singh and 
President Obama look forward to the April 2010 Nuclear Security Summit and 
working together with all participating states for the success of the Summit. 
 
ENSURING SUSTAINABLE GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT AND A CLEAN ENERGY FUTURE 
 
Recognizing that energy security, food security, climate change are interlinked, and 
that eliminating poverty and ensuring sustainable development and a clean energy 
future are among the foremost global objectives, the two leaders agreed to enter 
into a Green Partnership to address these global challenges. 



 
 

O F F I C E  O F  P U B L I C  A F F A I R S  /  E M B A S S Y  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  A M E R I C A  

 

Str. "Samoilova" Nr.21 1000 Skopje /Telephone (+389) (2) 310 2000, Fax (+389) (2) 310 2499 E-mail: EmbSkoWebM@mt.net.mk    

 
The two Leaders reaffirmed their intention to promote the full, effective and 
sustained implementation of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) in accordance with the Bali Action Plan. Recognizing their special 
role in promoting a successful and substantive outcome at the UNFCCC 15th 
Conference of Parties at Copenhagen in December, 2009, they reaffirmed their 
intention to work together bilaterally and with all other countries for an agreed 
outcome at that meeting. 
 
The two leaders also affirmed that the Copenhagen outcome must be 
comprehensive and cover mitigation, adaptation, finance and technology, and in 
accordance with the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities and 
respective capabilities, it should reflect emission reduction targets of developed 
countries and nationally appropriate mitigation actions of developing countries. 
There should be full transparency through appropriate processes as to the 
implementation of aforesaid mitigation actions. The outcome should further reflect 
the need for substantially scaled-up financial resources to support mitigation and 
adaptation in developing countries, in particular, for the poorest and most 
vulnerable. It should also include measures for promoting technology development, 
dissemination and transfer and capacity building, including consideration of a center 
or a network of centers to support and stimulate climate innovation. India and the 
United States, consistent with their national circumstances, resolved to take 
significant national mitigation actions that will strengthen the world’s ability to 
combat climate change. They resolved to stand by these commitments. 
 
Recognizing the need to create the clean energy economy of the 21st century, Prime 
Minister Singh and President Obama agreed to launch a Clean Energy and Climate 
Change Initiative. The goal of the Initiative would be to improve the lives of the 
people of both countries by developing and improving access to technologies that 
make our energy cleaner, affordable and more efficient. The Initiative will include 
cooperation in wind and solar energy, second generation bio-fuels, unconventional 
gas, energy efficiency, and clean coal technologies including carbon capture and 
storage. The success of this Initiative is expected to enhance the ability of India and 
the United States to provide new economic opportunities for their people and create 
new clean energy jobs. 
 
The two leaders intend to take practical steps to promote global food security, 
including by advancing the L’Aquila Food Security Initiative. They looked forward to 
increasing India-U.S. agricultural cooperation with the purpose of promoting 
agricultural research, human resources capacity building, natural resource 
management, agri-business and food processing, and collaborative research for 
increasing food productivity. This cooperation would contribute to joint 
development of technology that would improve weather forecasting, including 
predicting monsoons, and technology that would contribute to food productivity and 
food security efforts in India. 
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They agreed to collaborate in the application of their space technology and related 
scientific capabilities in outer space and for development purposes, including in the 
field of agriculture. 
 
The two leaders reiterated their intention to realize the full potential of the India-
U.S. Agreement for Cooperation concerning the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy 
through the implementation of its provisions. They agreed to expedite U.S. firms’ 
participation in the implementation of this agreement. 
 
STIMULATING GLOBAL ECONOMIC REVIVAL 
 
Prime Minister Singh and President Obama noted the new opportunities offered by 
their economies and their respective strengths, and their potential for future growth 
to catalyze global economic growth, and pledged to create conditions that would 
facilitate their continued expansion. 
 
The leaders also noted that the United States is currently the largest trading partner 
of India in goods and services. The leaders reiterated their pledge to bolster and 
deepen cooperation on economic, trade and agricultural issues, including working 
bilaterally and with multilateral trade organizations to foster increased trade. Both 
leaders welcomed the potential for further expanding trade and investment 
between their countries, including in sectors such as infrastructure, information and 
communication technologies, healthcare services, education services, energy and 
environmentally friendly technologies. 
 
As members of the G 20, they agreed to advance the G 20 understandings including 
with regard to energy security and resisting protectionism in all its forms. The two 
leaders agreed to facilitate greater movement of professionals, investors and 
business travelers, students, and exchange visitors between our two countries to 
enhance their economic and technological partnership. 
 
They committed to strengthen and reform the global economic and financial 
architecture in the G-20, World Bank and the IMF. They resolved to seek an 
ambitious and balanced outcome of the Doha Round, consistent with its mandate 
and reaffirmed their commitment to an open, fair, equitable, transparent and rule-
based multilateral trading system. 
 
The two leaders announced their intention to develop a Framework for Cooperation 
on Trade and Investment. This Framework is expected to foster an environment 
conducive to technological innovation and collaboration, promote inclusive growth 
and job creation, and support opportunities for increased trade and investment - 
including for small and medium-sized enterprises. They agreed to launch the U.S.-
India Financial and Economic Partnership to strengthen engagement on economic, 
financial, and investment-related issues. 
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The two leaders welcomed the progress achieved in the discussions on a Bilateral 
Investment Treaty and pledged to take further initiatives that would contribute to 
creating a more conducive environment for investment flows. 
 
They recognized the contribution of the business and industrial sectors of both 
countries in this regard and called upon the India-U.S. CEOs Forum to identify new 
directions in the India-U.S. economic relationship. 
 
EDUCATING AND EMPOWERING FUTURE GENERATIONS 
 
Recognizing the cultural emphasis on education in both countries, Prime Minister 
Singh and President Obama emphasized that education holds the key to the 
advancement of their societies, and to a more prosperous and stable world. 
 
They agreed that access to and development of technology was a cross-cutting 
requirement to meet the challenges that their two countries face. They 
acknowledged the fruitful collaboration between the two countries in the fields of 
education, research and science and technology, which has contributed to their 
emergence as knowledge societies. 
 
Taking advantage of that strength, President Obama and Prime Minister Singh 
launched the Obama-Singh 21st Century Knowledge Initiative with funding from 
both sides to increase university linkages and junior faculty development exchanges 
between U.S. and Indian universities, including greater emphasis on community 
colleges. 
 
They agreed to substantially expand the Fulbright-Nehru program to provide more 
student and scholar exchange grants in priority fields such as science, technology 
and agriculture. The two leaders reaffirmed the importance of expanding 
cooperation in higher education and research, and according priority to cooperation 
in the area of skill development. 
 
They also expressed their support for the India-U.S. Binational Science and 
Technology Commission and the Endowment, which is expected to give a fresh 
impetus to collaboration in the cutting edge areas of scientific research, technology 
and development. 
 
The leaders affirmed the importance of women’s empowerment to advancing global 
prosperity and stability, and welcomed the establishment of a Women’s 
Empowerment Dialogue to promote women’s participation and equality in all 
spheres. They emphasized that women’s empowerment is a cross-cutting goal that 
should be pursued across the full scope of U.S.-India Strategic Dialogue initiatives. 
 
PROTECTING THE HEALTH OF OUR PEOPLE 
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Prime Minister Singh and President Obama welcomed the strong collaboration 
between India and the United States in the area of public health. They agreed to 
build on existing strong ties across academia and scientific communities by 
advancing public health and biomedical research collaborations between the United 
States and India. The two countries plan to establish a Regional Global Disease 
Detection Center in India and to build a partnership with the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. The leaders also pledged to enhance collaboration in 
controlling diseases such as polio, and discovering new and affordable technologies 
and treatments for the benefit of their peoples and for those of other countries who 
seek their assistance. 
 
TOWARDS MORE EFFECTIVE GLOBAL COOPERATION 
 
Prime Minister Singh and President Obama recognized that the India-U.S. 
relationship is important for managing the challenges the world will face in the 21st 
century. 
 
The two leaders underscored the compelling need to put in place global institutions 
which are both inclusive and effective to meet present and future challenges. They 
welcomed the emergence of the G-20 as a premier forum to deal with international 
economic issues. The two leaders recognized the scope for their countries to 
increase cooperation in peacekeeping, development and the promotion of essential 
human freedoms. They committed themselves to achieving genuine reform of the 
United Nations including in its Security Council in a manner that reflects the 
contemporary realities of the 21st century and thereby enhances its ability to carry 
out its mandate as a representative, credible and effective forum for meeting the 
challenges of the new century. 
 
Prime Minister Singh thanked President Obama and the people of the United States 
of America for their generous hospitality and warm welcome. President Obama looks 
forward to visiting India with his family in the near future. 
 
(end text) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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(begin text) 
 
USUN PRESS RELEASE 



 
 

O F F I C E  O F  P U B L I C  A F F A I R S  /  E M B A S S Y  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  A M E R I C A  

 

Str. "Samoilova" Nr.21 1000 Skopje /Telephone (+389) (2) 310 2000, Fax (+389) (2) 310 2499 E-mail: EmbSkoWebM@mt.net.mk    

November 25, 2009 
 
Statement by Ambassador Susan E. Rice, U.S. Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations, on the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against 
Women, November 25, 2009 
 
Today the United States joins with activists, advocates, and leaders from all over the 
globe in recognizing the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against 
Women. This day is of particular importance because women continue to be 
subjected daily to physical, sexual, psychological and economic abuse -- regardless of 
age, race, culture, economic status or location. No country is free of this scourge. In 
the United States, women experience 2 million injuries and 1200 deaths per year as 
a result of violence by husbands or intimate partners. Furthermore, research by the 
United Nations Women’s Fund found that in some countries, up to seventy percent 
of women have experienced physical or sexual violence by men.  In situations of war 
and conflict, the prevalence of rape and sexual violence is horrific, with thousands of 
women and girls gang-raped, mutilated, and forced into sexual slavery every single 
day. 
 
Gender-based violence is a terrible reality that leaders of all nations must address 
and prevent through national and international action. The Obama Administration 
has worked with member states in the United Nations to strengthen the 
international community’s response. In September, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
led the Security Council in its adoption of Resolution 1888, which calls upon the 
Secretary-General to appoint a Special Representative to lead, coordinate and 
advocate for efforts to prevent sexual violence and to end impunity for perpetrators. 
The United States has urged the UN General Assembly to highlight issues of sexual 
violence in its deliberations to create a stronger, more effective women’s agency in 
the UN. And, in October, the United States strongly supported the adoption of 
Security Council Resolution 1889, which condemned continuing sexual violence 
against women in conflict and post-conflict situations and called for a wide range of 
measures to strengthen the participation of women at all stages of peace processes. 
 
The ability of all women and girls to live free from abuse and fear is a fundamental 
human right. As we mark the International Day for the Elimination of Violence 
Against Women, the United States renews its resolve and commitment to fight 
gender-based violence in all its forms. We call upon the international community to 
collaborate to end these atrocities, to better protect women and girls, and to end 
impunity for perpetrators of gender based violence. 
 
For more information on Global Women’s Issues please visit: 
http://usun.state.gov/issues/c33954.htm 
 
(end text) 
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(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Text: Statement on Rewards for Justice for Husayn Muhammed al-Umari 
(Up to $5 million reward for information leading to Al-Umari’s arrest) (651) 
 
(begin text) 
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Office of the Spokesman 
November 24, 2009 
 
MEDIA NOTE 
 
Rewards for Justice – Husayn Muhammed al-Umari Reward Offer 
 
The following is the text of a joint Rewards For Justice – Federal Bureau of 
Investigation statement on a reward offer for information about terrorist suspect 
Husayn Muhammed al-Umari: 
 
The U.S. Department of State has authorized a reward of up to $5 million for 
information leading to the arrest and/or conviction of Husayn Muhammed al-Umari 
(also known as Abu Ibrahim). 
 
Husayn Muhammed al-Umari is wanted by the FBI for his alleged participation in the 
August 11, 1982 bombing of Pan American World Airways flight 830, which resulted 
in the murder of one passenger, the wounding of 16 passengers, and the attempted 
murder of 267 passengers and the crew on board. Al-Umari was one of three people 
indicted for the terrorist act and is alleged to have designed and built the explosive 
device which detonated while the aircraft was in flight from Narita, Japan to 
Honolulu, Hawaii. 
 
Al-Umari was charged in the District of Columbia’s U.S. District Court with: (1) 
Conspiracy to commit assault and damage to property; (2) conspiracy to commit 
murder, (3) murder; (4) aircraft sabotage; (5) damaging aircraft used in foreign 
commerce (6) placing bombs on aircraft; (7) assault; (8) attempted aircraft sabotage, 
and (9) aiding and abetting. In 1998, a co-conspirator, Mohammad Rashed, who 
placed the bomb on the aircraft, was arrested and brought to the United States. He 
pleaded guilty to his role in the bombing and signed a cooperation agreement as part 
of his plea. 
 
Believed to be a master bomb maker and one-time leader of the “15 May” terrorist 
group, al-Umari also has been indicted by the Government of France for his alleged 
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role in the 1985 bombing of the Marks and Spencer Department store in Paris and 
the Leumi Bank. 
 
Al-Umari was born in 1936 in Jaffa, in the former British mandate of Palestine. He is 
about 5 feet, 8 inches tall, with a medium to large build and light complexion. He is 
believed to have black or graying hair and may be balding. He has brown eyes and is 
believed to wear glasses. He has scars on both hands and his right forearm. He may 
possess a passport from Lebanon, where his wife reportedly lives. He is the father of 
two sons and two daughters. He lived for several years in Iraq. While his current 
whereabouts are unknown, it is possible that he is residing in Lebanon or Iraq. 
 
He reportedly travels at all times with a firearm and should be considered armed and 
dangerous. He is reported to have received training from various terrorist and 
intelligence groups including the defunct Soviet KGB, German Red Army Faction, Irish 
Republican Army, Basque Fatherland and Liberty, and the Japanese Red Army. 
 
More information about Husayn Muhammed al-Umari is located on the Rewards for 
Justice website (www.rewardsforjustice.net/umari ( 
file:///\\PDNA2\IIP\Press\CP\exam\www.rewardsforjustice.net\umari )). The FBI 
also has placed al-Umari on its Most Wanted Terrorists website 
(www.fbi.gov/wanted/terrorists/fugitives.htm ( 
http://www.fbi.gov/wanted/terrorists/fugitives.htm )). 
 
We encourage anyone with information on Husayn Muhammed al-Umari’s location 
to contact the nearest U.S. embassy or consulate, any U.S. military commander, or 
the Rewards for Justice office via the website (www.rewardsforjustice.net ( 
http://www.rewardsforjustice.net )), e-mail (RFJ@state.gov ( mailto:RFJ@state.gov 
)) or mail (Rewards for Justice, Washington, DC 20520-0303, USA). 
 
All information will be kept strictly confidential. 
 
Since its inception in 1984, the Rewards for Justice Program has paid more than $80 
million to more than 50 persons who provided credible information that has resulted 
in the capture or death of terrorists or prevented acts of international terrorism. 
 
The Pan Am Flight 830 investigation is being handled by the FBI’s Washington Field 
Office (WFO). Inquiries and information about this investigation should be directed 
to the FBI WFO’s public information office at 202-278-3519. 
 
(end text) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
of State. Web site: http://www.america.gov) 
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Transcript: Remarks by Obama and Indian Prime Minister Singh at State Dinner 
(Leaders celebrate spirit that will sustain U.S.-India partnership) (983) 
 
(begin transcript) 
 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary 
November 24, 2009 
 
REMARKS BY PRESIDENT OBAMA 
AND PRIME MINISTER SINGH OF INDIA 
AT STATE DINNER 
 
Dinner Tent on South Lawn 
 
9:00 P.M. EST 
 
PRESIDENT OBAMA: Good evening, everyone. On behalf of Michelle and myself, 
welcome to the White House. Aapka Swagat Hai. (Applause.) 
 
Many of you were here when I was honored to become the first President to help 
celebrate Diwali -- the Festival of Lights. (Applause.) Some of you were here for the 
first White House celebration of the birth of the founder of Sikhism -- Guru Nanak. 
(Applause.) Tonight, we gather again, for the first state dinner of my presidency -- 
with Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and Mrs. Gursharan Kaur, as we celebrate the 
great and growing partnership between the United States and India. 
 
As we all know, in India some of life’s most treasured moments are often celebrated 
under the cover of a beautiful tent. It’s a little like tonight. We have incredible food 
and music and are surrounded by great friends. For it’s been said that “the most 
beautiful things in the universe are the starry heavens above us and the feeling of 
duty within us.” 
 
Mr. Prime Minister, today we worked to fulfill our duty --bring our countries closer 
together than ever before. Tonight, under the stars, we celebrate the spirit that will 
sustain our partnership -- the bonds of friendship between our people. 
 
It’s a bond that includes more than two million Indian Americans who enrich every 
corner of our great nation -- leaders in government, science, industry and the arts -- 
some of whom join us tonight. And it’s the bond of friendship between a President 
and a Prime Minister who are bound by the same unshakable spirit of possibility and 
brotherhood that transformed both our nations -- a spirit that gave rise to 
movements led by giants like Gandhi and King, and which are the reason that both of 
us can stand here tonight. 
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And so, as we draw upon these ties that bind our common future together, I want to 
close with the words that your first Prime Minister spoke at that midnight hour on 
the eve of Indian independence, because Nehru’s words speak to our hopes tonight: 
“The achievement we celebrate today is but a step, an opening of opportunity, to 
the great triumphs and achievements that await us…The past is over and it is the 
future that beckons us now.” 
 
So I propose a toast to all of you. 
 
Does the Prime Minister get a glass? Thank you. 
 
Just logistically, we want to make sure the Prime Minister has a glass here. 
(Laughter.) 
 
To the future that beckons all of us. Let us answer its call. And let our two great 
nations realize all the triumphs and achievements that await us. 
 
Cheers. 
 
(A toast is offered.) 
 
PRIME MINISTER SINGH: Mr. President; the First Lady, Mrs. Michelle Obama; 
distinguished guests. I feel privileged to be invited to this first state banquet, Mr. 
President, under your distinguished presidency. You do us and the people of India 
great honor by this wonderful gesture on your part. We are overwhelmed by the 
warmth of your hospitality, the courtesy you have extended to us personally, and the 
grace and charm of the First Lady. (Applause.) 
 
Mr. President, your journey to the White House has captured the imagination of 
millions and millions of people in India. You are an inspiration to all those who 
cherish the values of democracy, diversity, and equal opportunity. (Applause.) 
 
Mr. President, I can do no better than to describe your achievements in the words of 
Abraham Lincoln who said -- and I quote -- “In the end, it’s not the years in your life 
that count. It is the life in your years.” (Applause.) 
 
Mr. President, we warmly applaud the recognition by the Nobel Committee of the 
healing touch you have provided and the power of your idealism and your vision. 
(Applause.) 
 
Mr. President, your leadership of this great nation of the United States coincides 
with a time of profound changes taking place in the world at large. We need to find 
new pathways of international cooperation that respond more effectively to the 
grave challenges caused by the growing interdependence of nations. As two leading 
democracies, India and the United States must play a leading role in building a 
shared destiny for all humankind. 
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Mr. President, a strong and sustained engagement between our two countries is 
good for our people and, equally, it is highly important for the world as a whole. We 
are embarking on a new phase of our partnership. We should build on our common 
values and interests to realize the enormous potential and promise of our 
partnership. 
 
Our expanding cooperation in areas of social and human development, science and 
technology, energy, and other related areas will improve the quality of lives of 
millions of people in our country. The success of the nearly 2.7 million strong 
American community is a tribute to our common ethos. They have enriched and 
deepened our ties, and I thank them profoundly from the core of my heart. 
(Applause.) 
 
Mr. President, I convey my very best wishes to you. Mr. President, as you lead this 
great nation, I look forward to working with you to renew and expand our strategic 
partnership. I wish you and the people of America a very, very happy Thanksgiving. 
(Applause.) 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, I invite you to join me in a toast to the health and happiness 
of President Barack Obama and the First Lady, Mrs. Obama, the friendly people of 
the United States of America, and stronger and stronger friendship between India 
and the United States of America. 
 
PRESIDENT OBAMA: Cheers. 
 
(A toast is offered.) 
 
PRESIDENT OBAMA: Thank you, everybody. Enjoy your evening. (Applause.) 
 
END 9:09 P.M. EST 
 
(end transcript) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
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FOREIGN PRESS CENTER BRIEFING 
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WITH DEPUTY SECRETARY OF COMMERCE DENNIS HIGHTOWER 
THE WASHINGTON FOREIGN PRESS CENTER, WASHINGTON, D.C. 
TOPIC:  A NEW BEGINNING: PRESIDENT OBAMA’S ENTREPRENEURSHIP SUMMIT 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2009 AT 3:00 P.M. EST 
 
MODERATOR: Okay. Good afternoon. Welcome to the Foreign Press Center. We are 
very honored today to have the Deputy Secretary of Commerce, Mr. Dennis 
Hightower, with us, who will be speaking about a new beginning, President Obama’s 
initiative that was mentioned in his Cairo speech on bringing together entrepreneurs 
from Muslim communities in many parts of the world. But I will let him tell you 
about it.  
 
Please, sir. 
 
DEPUTY SECRETARY HIGHTOWER: Great. Thank you very much. Good afternoon, 
delighted to be here, and I wanted to spend just a few minutes with a few overview 
comments before I open up the floor for any questions.  
 
As many of you know, in June, President Obama did visit Cairo, and in a speech there 
announced that the U.S. will host a summit on entrepreneurship to really identify 
how we can deepen ties between the business leaders, foundations, and social 
entrepreneurs in the U.S. and Muslim communities around the world. 
 
The Presidential Summit on Entrepreneurship, which is what it’s being called, will be 
held here in Washington, D.C. over about a two-day period sometime in the early 
spring of 2010. And this is a direct follow-up of the President’s commitment. It does 
represent an opportunity to highlight and support business and social 
entrepreneurship in Muslim majority countries, and including their minority 
populations and in Muslim communities around the world. 
 
What we hope to accomplish through such a summit is really to seek to join existing 
efforts, and inspire new efforts, to promote entrepreneurship and innovation, 
including maybe looking at about 150 participants or delegates, if you will, from 
around the world who will represent their home countries, regions, sectors, and 
communities at the summit. And one interesting feature, we think, is that delegates 
may be either nominated or they may self-nominate. Delegates will be invited to 
Washington. The consulates and embassies from the countries where the delegates 
are potentially coming from have been alerted to the program and will be processing 
visas and other paperwork necessary to facilitate the movement of all of the 
delegates into the United States for this summit. 
 
And we believe it really does represent an unprecedented historical opportunity 
both to support and highlight the leaders and drivers of economic and social 
innovation in the Muslim majority countries and Muslim communities, but also to 
really craft a new model for a new basis for relationships based on mutual respect 
and partnership around certain common challenges.  
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The leads in the program will be the Department of Commerce, the Department of 
State, and the USAID, all three of which will be playing key roles in implementing the 
summit. And as many of you may know, Secretary Locke recently identified and 
announced a Department’s Office of Innovation and Entrepreneurship, and that’s the 
process or the methodology that’s currently being used to accept memberships of 
the delegates for this convention. 
 
So why don’t I just stop here and open the floor for any questions.  
 
MODERATOR: Please wait until you have the microphone before asking your 
question, and then identify yourself and media organization.  
 
QUESTION: Thank you. Mina Al-Oraibi, Asharq Al-Awsat newspaper. I’d just like to 
ask you, in terms of criteria, you know, for 150 delegates, what are you specifically 
looking for in terms of nominations and in terms of acceptance and how, you know, 
judging who gets to come, so to speak, may be done from panel, from USAID, State, 
and Commerce?  
 
And if you’ll allow me just a second question, you say this is going to be held at the 
White House -- 
 
DEPUTY SECRETARY HIGHTOWER: No, I didn’t say the White House. I said 
Washington, D.C. (Laughter.) 
 
QUESTION: Oh, okay. 
 
DEPUTY SECRETARY HIGHTOWER: Right. Okay. 
 
QUESTION: Washington, D.C., okay. I see. So in terms of attendance from the U.S. 
side, who are you looking to attend, and also numbers of delegates? 
 
DEPUTY SECRETARY HIGHTOWER: Okay. Well, to answer the first part of the 
question, as I said, the delegates can be nominated either by businesses, 
governments, academic institutions, social entrepreneurship institutions throughout 
the Muslim community, or you can self-nominate. So that’s the process, and they 
will initially flow into Commerce, and then a combination of Commerce, State, and 
USAID will begin to sort through.  
 
Because one of the things we’re trying to do is highlight successful entrepreneurs, 
you could look at that as one category; and look at new and strengthened global 
networks to continue to build on either existing programs or new programs; and look 
at the opportunities for how can we enhance partnerships that would link capital, 
business development, market access; that would enable people to build high-
growth and high-impact ventures; and again, look at ways of sustaining the focus 



 
 

O F F I C E  O F  P U B L I C  A F F A I R S  /  E M B A S S Y  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  O F  A M E R I C A  

 

Str. "Samoilova" Nr.21 1000 Skopje /Telephone (+389) (2) 310 2000, Fax (+389) (2) 310 2499 E-mail: EmbSkoWebM@mt.net.mk    

that we already have on other programs that could combine and link with strategic 
partnerships and other partnerships of an economic basis. 
 
So when you take that sort of broad spectrum of looking at academia, at social 
institutions, businesses that are currently there, or innovators who want to move 
into those areas, it gives us a pretty broad platform to think about who and how that 
mix would be in order to get the best possible range of participation. Because as 
most of you know, and I certainly know after 30-odd years of running businesses 
around the world, you just never know where the next best or good idea is going to 
come from. So to the extent that there is diversity across a number of sectors in this 
150-delegate delegation, then that’s where we would hope to get the greatest 
leverage of good ideas which could spur other opportunities.  
 
QUESTION: Georgian TV Company Imedi. The question is about – so not political 
relationship, because I understand the political step, a good relationship with 
Muslims. But what’s the economic reason and goal for that? Could you explain that 
side? 
 
DEPUTY SECRETARY HIGHTOWER: Oh, absolutely. Good business is good business no 
matter where you do it or – on that basis, as long as there is a mutuality of interest 
and opportunity.  
 
I can go back and cite 26 years of actually working myself directly in this community, 
regionally starting in Kuwait in 1961 where I actually set up distribution for a very 
well-known toy company in the United States with the Alghanim family in Kuwait, as 
the – one of the biggest traders at that time in the region. Going from there, I’ve 
opened up businesses in Kuala Lumpur, in Johor Bahru, in joint ventures in Saudi 
Arabia, starting in Jeddah, going into – from there to Dubai. I had businesses in Cairo, 
in Istanbul, Morocco, throughout the region.  
 
And the underlying rationale was what is going to be mutually beneficial, both in 
terms of opportunities to create jobs in the countries where the joint venture is, in 
most cases because of business practices, and what was going to be good for the 
U.S. company to create – and as we certainly understand now, the need and the 
opportunity to create jobs here is as equally compelling.  
 
So at the core of it we have an opportunity, I think a very unique opportunity, to look 
at the three, four, however many areas of commonality there might be that could 
draw this particular community together around a business paradigm. Because it’s 
very easy to sit down and talk about how we are so different, but the unifying 
themes of how we are more alike is certainly at the core of why this makes sense 
now. And again, good business is good business.  
 
MODERATOR: Next question. Yes. You, please.  
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QUESTION: Thank you very much. My name is Williams Ekanem. I’m a journalist from 
Nigeria. My question is: Is the forum restricted to only Muslims? And also, is it 
Muslims from all around the world, or is this specifically for African Muslims? 
 
DEPUTY SECRETARY HIGHTOWER: Muslims all over the world or Muslims that may be 
minorities in broader communities, but on a global basis./1 
 
MODERATOR: If we don’t have more questions, then I’m going to end the briefing. Is 
this all right?  
 
DEPUTY SECRETARY HIGHTOWER: Was there another hand in the back? No? Okay. 
 
MODERATOR: (Laughter.) Okay.  
 
DEPUTY SECRETARY HIGHTOWER: Okay. Well, thank you very much. 
 
MODERATOR: Thank you very much. 
---------- 
 
1/Clarification:  The Summit will include participants from Muslim-majority countries 
regardless of religious creed. All residents of Muslim-majority countries are 
encouraged to apply. 
 
(end transcript) 
 
(Distributed by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department 
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(begin transcript) 
 
Narrator: 
 
Maria Pacheco is originally from Guatemala. She's been an organic farmer, social 
entrepreneur and Fulbright scholar, and works to empower rural women 
entrepreneurs.  
 
In 2004, Pacheco founded Kiej de los Bosques (Protectors of the Forests) to create 
eco-friendly economic opportunities for indigenous women. She participated as a 
mentor in Pathways to Prosperity, a women entrepreneurs’ conference in 
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Washington on October 9th, 2009. She talked with us about how the conference 
helped inspire all those who took part.  
 
Maria Pacheco: 
 
I think, you know, as entrepreneurs we get so far in our countries but then if you 
have events like this, you open up possibilities that it would have been really hard to 
reach from Latin America. 
 
For me this has been a very transformative conference and that has happened I think 
at two levels, you know, like the technical, with all the finance, access to markets, 
access to different things, but also listening to the four women that are the envoys of 
this conference. They are so inspiring, and for all of them it's more than business. It's 
what lies behind that transforms possibilities for people, for the earth, so for me it's 
been really inspiring but also with very practical things that I say, ok, these are four 
or five things that I'm taking back that I have to do differently. 
 
I'm paired with a Guatemalan woman who is doing organic composts. I was an 
organic farmer myself for 12 years so I was, like, really happy. But I think what I liked 
about it the most is that you know, as entrepreneurs, I think we dream of this 
amazing world, but at the beginning when you're on your own, you think you have to 
do it all yourself, and then you meet young people like the women we've met. And 
it's just young people come with a different – you know, they're really thinking about 
the environment, about communities, about how to make a better country, so it's 
beautiful to watch these women and say, you know, if there's a way in which, you 
know, what I have gone through can also help her, mostly believe in herself and in 
her dream to really pursue it. 
 
First, I think it's the idea of looking at things differently and just really taking 
ourselves more seriously. I think as entrepreneurs sometimes we feel like we don't 
need to grow up, so I'm taking that part of really improving as a general manager, of 
how it's more about leadership and what you do as a leader for your team and work 
with your team and empower your team and believe, and make them believe in 
themselves. And it's been great at this conference just to see things that you think, 
oh maybe it's just me, and when you see the trend you can say ok, this is something I 
have to value, like intuition, so I'm taking back many things, so it's been great at all 
levels.    
 
Narrator: 
 
This podcast is produced by the U.S. Department of State's Bureau of International 
Information Programs. Links to other Internet sites or opinions expressed should not 
be considered an endorsement of other content and views. 
 
(end transcript) 
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