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NEWSLETTER 
  

October 2007 
 
    

COLUMBUS DAY COLUMBUS DAY COLUMBUS DAY COLUMBUS DAY –––– OCTOBER 8TH OCTOBER 8TH OCTOBER 8TH OCTOBER 8TH    

    

 

Christopher Columbus is one of the most famous discovers in 
history. He is given the credit for finding the continent of North 
America.  Actually he may have been the first European to find this 
continent but there were others here ahead of him and many more 
had actually been here hundreds of years before.  Leaf Erikson was 
a Norwegian sailor who came earlier.  The Norwegians have a joke 
that Columbus used Erikson's maps. The Norwegians had actually 
colonized parts of northern Canada early in the 10th century.   
 
No matter who was first Columbus did open the world to discovery. 
Following his adventures came new villages of pilgrims.  That part 
is important and a very good reason to remember this important 
man. 

 
Columbus was born in Italy in 1451 . His family was weavers and this gave him the opportunity to 
become familiar with the royal families of Europe.  Although he was a good weaver he really wanted 
to become a sailor.  He was well educated and could not believe that the world was flat as was the 
beliefs of the people of his time. They thought that since so many huge ships and crews went to sea 
and never returned that they had gotten too close to the edge of the earth and feel off.  To us this 
seems silly but we have to remember that back then there were no phones, satellites, or rockets.  
They had no communication with people of other lands across the seas except from the brave 
sailors who would try to find new routes to other countries. 
 
Columbus really wanted to sail and explore and knowing that the kings and queens of Europe were 
interested in gold and spices he was able to talk to the King and Queen of Spain and get them 
interested in finding a new route to Asia where those things were available.  They gave him 3 ships 
and the money to support them for a year. We know these ships as the Pinta, Nina, and Santa 
Maria.   
 
In 1792 Columbus sailed West in an attempt to find India.  After 3 months at sea they found land.  
Many historians have tried to figure out exactly where Columbus and his crew landed.  The best 
scholars believer is it was somewhere near the Spice Islands.  When Columbus returned to Spain he 
was a hero and was able to return to the West 3 more times.  He always believed that he had found 
India.  It was not until much later that people found that on one account he was right!  The earth was 
round.  You never fall off the earth.  But he was also wrong.  He had not found India.  But in fact a 
new land, land that is now known as North America.    
 

 

 

 

http://www.loogootee.k12.in.us/west/columbus.htm 
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CELEBRATING HALLOWEEN CELEBRATING HALLOWEEN CELEBRATING HALLOWEEN CELEBRATING HALLOWEEN     

IN THE UNITED STATESIN THE UNITED STATESIN THE UNITED STATESIN THE UNITED STATES    ––––        

OCTOBER 31STOCTOBER 31STOCTOBER 31STOCTOBER 31ST    
 

Listed below are several links for you to learn more about 

Halloween traditions, history and myths. 

 
• Official White House Website 

 
www.whitehouse.gov/holiday/halloween 

 

 

*************************************************** 

• Library of Congress 

 
http://www.loc.gov/folklife/halloween.html 

 

 

The American Folklife Center aims to be the national center for folklife documentation and 

research, and this Web site offers a virtual destination for those who cannot visit the Library 

of Congress in Washington, D.C. 

 

 

 

• U.S. Census Bureau 

http://www.census.gov/Press-

Release/www/releases/archives/facts_for_features_special_editions/007465.html 
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AAAMMMEEERRRIIICCCAAANNN   CCCOOORRRNNNEEERRR   BBBIIITTTOOOLLLAAA   

MMMOOONNNTTTHHHLLLYYY   PPPRRROOOGGGRRRAAAMMM   –––OOOCCCTTTOOOBBBEEERRR   222000000777   

 

 
Tuesday October 2

nd
 at 18:00 o’clock  

English Conversation Hour *PLEASE SIGN IN TO ATTEND* 

 

 

Wednesday October 3
rd
 at 14:00 o’clock 

“Student Visas” 

Presentation by James Catto, Consular Officer, U.S. Embassy Macedonia 

 

 

Tuesday October 9
th
 at 18:00 o’clock  

English Conversation Hour *PLEASE SIGN IN TO ATTEND* 

 

 

Sunday October 14
th 
at 21:30 o’clock 

Venue: Porta Jazz Café 

Rockabilly Music Concert “Al and the Black Cats” from Michigan, USA 

 

 

Tuesday October 16
th
 at 18:00 o’clock  

English Conversation Hour *PLEASE SIGN IN TO ATTEND* 

 

 

Wednesday October 17th from 13:00 – 15:00 o’clock 

Individual Education Consultations **YOU MUST MAKE AN APPOINTMENT** 

  

 

Friday October 26
th
 at 17:00 o’clock 

Children Story Telling Hour 

 

 

Tuesday October 30
th
 at 19:00 o’clock 

Event in honor of 4
th
 year Anniversary of American Corner Bitola 

    

 

Wednesday October 31
st
 18:00 o’clock 

Halloween Party *Costumes, fun, games and much more!! For all ages. 
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Special Special Special Special AnnouncementAnnouncementAnnouncementAnnouncement    

 

American Corner is celebrating its 4th year anniversary this month.  

In honor of this we are announcing a contest for all our members. 

 

“American Corner Bitola: Building bridges of understanding 

between the US and Macedonia. “ 

 

Rules:  

� Express yourself in any format (essay, photography, art, etc.) 

� If an essay, must be written in English 

� If an essay , limit to two pages  

� You must have your entry turned in to the AC by October 26th  

� Open to all ages! 

 

 

An anniversary event will take place on Tuesday October 30th where the 

winners will be announced and all participants will be given a reward. 

 

Please feel free to ask the AC staff on further details. 
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New Books at the Corner 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Sports; The All-American Addiction by John R. Gerdy 

2. Latinos; Remaking America edited by Marcelo M. Suarez-Orozco 

3. The Working Poor; Invisible in America by David K. Shipler 

4. Encyclopedia of Management edited by Cary L. Cooper 

5. Peterson’s Ultimate GMAT Tool Kit by Mark Alan Stewart 

6. The Mambo Kings Play Songs of Love by Oscar Hijuelos 

7. We Were the Mulvaneys by Joyce Carol Oates 

8. Ship Fever by Andrea Barrett 

9. The Parrot Who Owns Me by Joanna Burger 

10. naked economics; undressing the dismal science by Charles Wheelan 

11. Postcards; A Novel by Annie Proulx 

12. Summer Sisters by Judy Blume 

13. The Evidence Against Her by Robb Forman Dew 

14. The Women of Brewster Place by Gloria Naylor 

15. The Best American Short Stories of the Century by John Updike 

16. Small Business Management; An Entrepreneurial Emphasis by Justin G. Longnecker 

17. The Accidental Tourist by Anne Tyler 

18. World’s End by T.C. Boyle 

19. Fiske Guide to Colleges 2007 by Edward B. Fiske 

20. The Greenwood Guide to American Popular Culture Volume 1 by M. Thomas Inge 

21. The Greenwood Guide to American Popular Culture Volume 2 by M. Thomas Inge 

22. The Greenwood Guide to American Popular Culture Volume 3 by M. Thomas Inge 

23. The Greenwood Guide to American Popular Culture Volume 4 by M. Thomas Inge 

 

 

************************************************************************ 

Please note the American Corner will be closed on: 
 

Monday October 8
th
 - Columbus Day 

Thursday October 11
th
 – People’s Uprising Against Fascism 

Friday October 12
th
 – Ramazan Bajram 

Tuesday October 23
rd
 – Macedonian Revolutionary Struggle Day 
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HHHIIIGGGHHHLLLIIIGGGHHHTTTSSS   FFFRRROOOMMM   SSSEEEPPPTTTEEEMMMBBBEEERRR   222000000777   PPPRRROOOGGGRRRAAAMMMSSS   

   
 

American Corner Bitola had the special honor to host a visit 

by American Poet Carolyn Forche while she was visiting 

Macedonia as a participant at the International Struga Poetry 

Evenings Festival.  
On August 31

st
 a poetry reading was held at the local art 

gallery Magaza where over 50 people came to enjoy Ms. 

Forche’s reciting of selected poems. Amy Storrow, APAO 

from the US Embassy Skopje greeted the audience. The 

poetry was translated by Mr. Zoran Ancevski, giving non-

English speakers an opportunity to also experience the 

poems

.  

On September 1st at the American Corner Ms. 

Forche met with over 30 people and provided 

personally signed copied of her book Blue Hour. This 

was a wonderful opportunity for the people of Bitola 

to meet and speak with Ms. Forche in a relaxed 

atmosphere.  

This event also resulted in opening doors of 

communication and understanding on many levels 

proving that this art has no boundaries or nationality.   

 
************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************   

   
In honor of World Literacy Day on September 8th, the American 

Corner Bitola organized a presentation titled “Literacy, A 

Human Right” presented by Tara Lynn Trepanier, a Peace 

Corps volunteer positioned in Demir Hisar. The presentation, in 

accordance to this year’s internationally accepted theme, was 

mostly focused on the right of literacy for children and women 

and what actions are being taken around the world to improve 

literacy which affects the health and well-being of all the people 

in the World.  

 

 

 

 

The presentation lead into an interactive discussion with 

the audience that touched on the illiteracy situation in 

Macedonia and ways the community can assist in this 

problem and numerous suggestions were provided on how 

one can help – within the families, community, and 

country.  
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American Corner Bitola paid tribute to the 6th year 

anniversary of the attacks that occurred in the United 

States on September 11, 2001 with a book display, 

handouts, the paper show “Headlines of History: 

September 11, 2001” and the video  “World Trade 

Center: In Memoriam”. Through out the day several 

members visited the Corner to view the displayed 

materials while in the evening 15 members attended the 

video showing. After the video an interactive discussion 

took place where also the Americans present talked about 

where they were that day and how the events of that day 

have influenced their every day life as US Citizens. The 

Macedonian members present shared their feelings of loss 

and grief for the thousands of people that loss their lives that day and expressed their support for the fight 

against terrorism around the whole world. This program proved evident that the events of September 11, 

2001 will forever remain a memory in the minds of people all over the world as a horrendous attack on man 

kind. 

************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************   
 

American Corner Bitola was the venue for an inspiring session of Children Storytelling Hour facilitated 

by Andrea Foy, US Peace Corps volunteer on Saturday September 22
nd
.  A group of 11 children ranging 

from 7 to 10 years old attended and had the opportunity to hear three stories recited to them in English. Also 

activities associated with the stories took place that aided in the understanding of the stories and the 

vocabulary used in them. The children were interactive and encouraged to ask questions along the way 

resulting in a very successful session. Afterwards a small tour of the American Corner was given and the 

large collections of children’s books. Snacks and refreshments were provided for the children.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

American Corner Bitola  -Center for Culture ; Tel: 047/ 203 326; Email: acmbitola@mt.net.mk 
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