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SAFETY AND SECURITY SITUATION 

While the security situation in Macedonia today is stable, travelers should always be 
alert for unusual behavior or other indications that something out of the ordinary 
might be happening.  Americans should avoid demonstrations and other sites, such as 
roadblocks, where large crowds are gathered, particularly those involving political 
causes or striking workers.  Acts of intimidation and violence against American 
citizens have not occurred recently, but remain possible.  While overall levels of 
crime throughout Macedonia remain low, there have been occasional incidents of 
home and vehicle break-ins.  We remind all American citizens to lock their windows 
and doors at all times and not to leave any valuables in plain sight in their vehicle.  

The Worldwide Caution issued for American citizens abroad by the U.S. Department 
of State regarding the threat of terrorist acts remains in effect.  For the latest security 
information, Americans traveling abroad should regularly monitor the Department’s 
website at http://travel.state.gov, where up-to-date Worldwide Caution Public 
Announcements, Travel Warnings and Public Announcements can be found.  
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UPCOMING EMBASSY HOLIDAYS 
 
The Embassy will be closed for the following holidays: 
 

• American Independence Day – Wednesday, July 4 
• Ilinden Uprising Day – Thursday, August 2 
• Labor Day– Monday, September 3 
• Macedonian Independence Day-Saturday, September 8 

 
 
STAYING SAFE IN SKOPJE 
 
Safety is a matter of personal responsibility.  The U.S. Embassy provides the 
following security update to help American citizens evaluate their environment and 
level of security awareness.  This is particularly important as the weather grows 
warmer and people are spending more time outdoors, increasing the possibility of 
becoming targets for criminals, especially pickpockets.  

 
PICKPOCKETS 
Pickpockets remain a problem in the Skopje city center, including the Ploshtad, 
Trgovski Center, and Old Town.  Pedestrians should remain cognizant of their 
belongings and their surroundings at all times.  Pickpockets use various diversionary 
tactics to distract victims.  While swarming remains a standard technique, in which a 
group of children surround the target with the intention of causing enough confusion 
and discomfort so that the victim does not think to protect his belongings, other 
methods are also used.  One tactic is to ask or beg for money.  The purpose of this is 
not to obtain money, but to identify the location of the wallet, whether on the potential 
target or in a purse or bag, and the amount of money inside.  Not only does the 
pickpocket know exactly where to go for the wallet later, he/she can determine in 
advance if the target is worth the effort.  Another diversion is for a parent to ask for 
help with a child or to hand a child to the target.  The target automatically extends his 
arms to catch the baby, exposing pockets and purses to the pickpocket’s co-
conspirators, who quickly relieve the target of his possessions.  In all these situations, 
the best course of action is to secure all belongings while moving away from the 
aggressors.  If you see, but are unable to prevent, your wallet or purse being stolen, 
you can attempt to negotiate for the return of your belongings in exchange for all the 
cash in your wallet. 
 
If you become a victim of pickpockets, immediately seek help, since timely 
notification is essential to recovering stolen goods.  If you are in the Trgovski Center 
or in its vicinity, immediately go to the Trgovski Security Office, open around-the-
clock and located on the ground level behind the NLB Bank.  Explain to security 
personnel that you have been pickpocketed.  Security personnel will alert the police 
and initiate the search for the pickpockets.  If you are elsewhere, seek help at the 
nearest police station.   
 
VEHICLE SAFETY 
When driving, keep your doors locked and windows rolled up, especially when 
entering congested intersections with beggars and hawkers present.  Keep valuable 
items on the floor of your vehicle or in the trunk, where they cannot be easily 
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removed.  When parking your vehicle, lock all doors and close windows.  Place all 
valuables out of sight. 
 
RESIDENTIAL SECURITY 
The Ministry of Interior reports that there is a residential burglary ring operating in 
Skopje.  Lock your doors, even when family members are at home.  Windows 
accessible from ground level or easily accessible balconies should be locked at night 
to prevent entry.  Most home burglaries are crimes of opportunity.  Make sure your 
residence is not worth the burglar’s effort. 
 
 
INDEPENDENCE DAY PICNIC 
 
U.S. citizens are cordially invited to the Embassy’s 
 

Independence Day Picnic 
Wednesday, July 4th, 2007 from 3 – 7:30 pm 

at the Military Athletic Club (Skopje City Park) 
 
Tickets:  Adults 400 MKD – includes 1 “Bubba” American beef 1/3 lbs burger, 1 
Oscar Meyer beef hotdog, pasta salad and chips. 
 
Children  (2-8 years) 150 MKD – includes 1 beef hotdog, pasta salad and chips. 
 
Each family is to bring a dessert to share (8 – 10 servings). 
 
Drinks:  Water will be available at no cost. A variety of other drinks will be available 
for purchase from the Marines. (Proceeds will go towards the Marine Corps Ball.) 
 
Activities:  Children’s activities, tennis, volleyball, basketball, baseball, soccer and 
Frisbee. Please bring your sports equipment, blankets and chairs for an All-American 
style picnic. 
 
To purchase tickets, come to the U.S. Embassy Monday through Thursday between 
the hours of 10:30 – 15:00.  Upon arrival at the Embassy, please indicate to the guard 
that you want to purchase tickets and ask them to call ext. 2158 or 2227.  You must 
have your valid U.S. passport with you at the time of purchase.  All ticket sales are 
non-refundable. 
 
 
TEMPORARY TRAVEL FLEXIBILITY FOR AMERICANS 
 
The U.S. Departments of State and Homeland Security announced June 8, 2007 that 
U.S. citizens traveling to Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean, and Bermuda who have 
applied for, but not yet received, passports can nevertheless temporarily enter and 
depart the United States by air with a government-Department of State official proof 
of application for a passport, through September 30, 2007.   The federal government 
is making this accommodation for air travel due to longer than expected processing 
times for passport applications in the face of record-breaking demand. 
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This accommodation does not affect entry requirements to other countries.  
Americans traveling to a country that requires passports must still present those 
documents.  More information on this issue can be found at http://travel.state.gov

 
 
VOTING INFORMATION 
 
U.S. citizens are reminded that 2008 is a general and presidential election year in the 
United States.  Overseas citizens are eligible to participate in the presidential state 
primary, run-off and special elections that occur throughout the year, as well as the 
general elections in November 2008.  We strongly encourage you to register to vote 
and/or request absentee ballots well in advance of the presidential and state primary 
elections, which will begin in January 2008.  This should ensure that you will receive 
all ballots for which you are eligible.  Should questions or problems occur, you would 
still be able to address them in time to vote in the 2008 elections.  For more 
information, or to register to vote absentee, please visit http://www.fvap.gov/. 
 
 
NEED MORE PASSPORT PAGES? 
 
If your full-validity U.S. passport has not yet expired, but has no blank pages left for 
visas, we can add additional pages for you free of charge.  Barring any unusual 
circumstances, we can usually add pages to your passport in about 30 minutes, while 
you wait.  You don’t need to make an appointment for this service; you can follow the 
regular working hours for the U.S. citizens.  Special rules apply to children's 
passports, where both parents need to sign the application form. 
 
 
A NEW LOOK FOR TRAVEL.STATE.GOV 
 
The State Department is pleased to announce the launch of a revamped 
travel.state.gov website.  The redesign makes it easier to read and navigate the site.  
The site features a new color scheme for easier reading.  The web page window is 
now adjustable to fully occupy the user's window size, allowing the display of 
additional information (such as "Children and Family" links to the list of primary 
topics on the home page).  Navigational tools on the left have uniform format for 
clarity and ease of use. 
 
The main page highlights current "hot" topics and includes a drop-down menu of 
"Most Requested Information".  The lower portion of the page features a "Media and 
Policy" link for press releases and speeches, as well as a subscription option for users 
to receive e-mail notification of both travel.state.gov updates and Department of State 
Bureau of Consular Affairs initiatives. 
 
The uniform header on each page includes a global banner with links to Travel 
Warnings and Public Announcements.  This ensures easy navigation to important 
travel information from any location in the site.  The "Consular Information Sheets" 
section has been re-titled "Travel Information by Country." 
We believe this revision improves user navigation and makes the information we have 
easier to find and use.  Happy surfing! 
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REGISTERING YOUR STAY OVERSEAS 
 
You may have received this newsletter from a friend or directly from us after signing 
up on the Embassy website by providing your e-mail address.  We use this mailing list 
to send our quarterly newsletters and periodic warden messages that announce 
important events and security-related news.  However, we cannot use it to locate you, 
should your family ask us to contact you. 
 
If you have never registered with the Embassy, we encourage you to do so. 
Registration is a voluntary way of telling us that you, as an American Citizen, are in 
Macedonia, whether for a long-term stay or a short-term visit.  In the event of an 
emergency, we use registration information to communicate with you. Such situations 
could include family emergencies in which relatives in the U.S. request that the 
Embassy contact you, or an emergency in which you yourself are injured and we need 
to contact family members.  You can register your stay in Macedonia, or trips to other 
countries, online.  You can update your contact information at any time on the 
website.  If you register, you'll still receive our e-mailed newsletters and warden 
messages, but you'll also be better protected in the event of an emergency. 
 
We invite you to register yourself and your family by visiting the State Department’s 
registration website.  U.S. citizens around the world who travel or reside abroad can 
access this site either through a link on http://travel.state.gov or directly at 
https://travelregistration.state.gov/ibrs. 
 
If you are unable to utilize the online registration process, you can register with the 
Embassy by downloading the Registration form for Americans in Macedonia and 
sending it to us by mail, fax or email along with a copy of your U.S. passport. U.S. 
citizens may also bring their U.S. passport to the Embassy and apply in person.  
Registration is free. 
 
 
 

his newsletter is an unofficial and informal source of practical information for American citizens 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
T
residing in Macedonia. If you have comments, questions, or suggestions, please contact the Consular 
Section at (02) 311-6180, or at consularskopje@state.gov.  This newsletter is also available on the 
American Citizens Services page of our website at http://skopje.usembassy.gov
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