Inauguration 2009 - Tradition and Change

Washington, DC, January 20, 2009



7:23 AM = Sunrise over the National Mall

“The world is watching today as our
great democracy engages in this
peaceful transition of power.

Here, on the National Mall, where we
remember the Founders of our
Nation and those who fought to make
it free, we gather to etch another line
in the solid stone of history.

The freedom of a people to choose
its leaders is the root of liberty. In a
world where political strife is too
often settled with violence, we come
here every four years to bestow the
power of the presidency upon our
democratically elected leader.”

- Senator Diane Feinstein
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8:45 AM — Morning Worship Service

President-elect Barack Obama and Michelle Obama are welcomed by Rev. Luis Leon as they
arrive for church service at St. John's Episcopal Church.

Inaugural Firsts

1933 - President-elect Franklin D.
Roosevelt attended a worship service
prior to his Inauguration. Since then
every President except Richard Nixon
has done the same, often at nearby St.
John’s Episcopal Church, above.



9:55 AM - Coffee at the White House

President Dwight D. Eisenhower, left,
greets Jacqueline Kennedy and
President—elect John F. Kennedy at
the White House January 20, 1961.

President George W. Bush and First Lady Laura Bush greet the Obamas at the White House. .



10:48 AM — Procession to the Capitol

President Bush and President-elect Obama leave the White House for the Capitol.

Inaugural Firsts

1837 - Andrew Jackson and Martin Van
Buren were the first out-going and in-
coming presidents to travel together to
the Capitol. Below, President Harry S
Truman and President-elect Dwight D.
Eisenhower leave the White House in
1953. Above, Lyndon B. Johnson’s
motorcade to the Capitol, 1965.
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12:08 PM — Inaugural Address
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Agalnst the backdrop of the U S. Capltol Barack Obama begins his Inaugural Address



12:13 PM - Inaugural Address

"The time has come to reaffirm our enduring spirit, to choose our better history, to
carry forward that precious gift, that noble idea, passed on from generation to
generation: the God-given promise that all are equal, all are free, and all deserve

a chance to pursue their full measure of happiness.”
-President Barack Obama Inaugural Address

Barack Obama delivers his Inaugural Address.

Inaugural Firsts

Starting with George Washington in
1789, above, all U.S. presidents
have delivered inaugural addresses.
Below, Calvin Coolidge was first to

be broadcast on radio, in 1925. Harry
S Truman’s 1948 address was first to
be televised. Bill Clinton’s was
webcast in 1997. In 2009 Barack
Obama'’s inauguration was widely

Twittered.









12:56 PM — Presidential Farewell, Capitol Luncheon, First Signing
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Inaugural Firsts

The inaugural luncheon in the Capitol
was first held in 1953, for Dwight D.
Eisenhower. Gerald R. Ford was first
to depart the Capitol via helicopter, in
1977. At top, Former President Ronald
W. Reagan and his wife Nancy are
accompanied to their helicopter by

new President George H.W. Bush and
First Lady Barbara Bush in 1989.
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Left, the Obamas and Bidens wave to the helicopter carrying George W. Bush and Laura
Bush. Center top, President Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama, with congressional
leaders, have a moment of prayer at the inaugural luncheon at the Capitol. Center bottom,
Barack Obama signs his first official documents as president.
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Letter from “43” to “44”
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Waiting in the Oval Office for Barack Obama, the 44th president, was a personal letter from the 43rd president, George W. Bush.

President Ronald Reagan was the first to leave a such a note for his successor, George H.W. Bush, in 1989. i
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DEMOCRACY VIDEO CHALLENGE
Will Iran Accept U.S. Open Hand?

It countries ke Iran ase wiing 10 unciench their fist, Let your voice be heard. Win a
they wilfind an extenced hand from us.” Obama tells 'S 1rip 10 the United States.
Saudi sateilite channel al-Arabiya

DEMOCRACY JSTEEER

Gates Testifies on Afghanistan
Defanse Secratary Gates tels the Senate Armed
Services Commilies that President Obama considers

Barack Obama

44th President of the United States

Alghanistan the "greatest miltary challenge” facing the
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ever-shifting process i the United States. a Webcast

Election 2008 and the.
s people, drawn trom many lands and

Cultural backgrounds.

future, with Charfle Cook
February 2. 2pm. EST
(19:00 GMT)

THE 2009 U.S. PRESIDENTIAL

INAUGURATION

Africa Americas LINKS

» Erfors 1o Prossure Zibatwe Contiue Under Obama » Bolvian Newspaper Honors U S. Agancy for Work in Bofvia

» US. Catis on Madagascar's Loaders, Pooplo 1o Avoid More. 1 Could tho Next Sikon Vatoy 86 in Doveloping Courtry? » U.S. Embassies Worldwido
Niekcw » Travel and Visa Information

Europe & Eurasia
+ Biden 1 Altend Munich Conferonce on NATO. Eurcpean
o

Socuty auiz

» Knowledge Centers Coukd Melp Regions Cope with Climate
Change

Who was the first African American to
receive the Nobel Peace Prize?

South & Central Asia A Martin Lusher King Jr.
> rikan Pross Moot wh US

8. Raiph J, Burche

C. Thurgood Marshal

Question 1 ot 1

http://America.gov

Picture credits: Obama Inauguration Day photos ©AP Images. Historical photos Library of Congress and ©AP Images.
Historical source: Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies, http://inaugural.senate.gov/history
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