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NEWSLETTER

February 2007

February is African American History Month

Originally established as Negro History Week in 1926 by Dr. Carter G. Woodson, a noted African-
American author and scholar, this event evolved into the establishment of February as "Black
History Month" in 1976. This commemoration has also been referred to as "African-American
History Month." Both names are currently in use.

When Carter G. Woodson established Negro History week, he realized the importance of
providing a theme to focus the attention of the public. The intention has never been to dictate or
limit the exploration of the Black experience, but to bring to the public's attention important
developments that merit emphasis.

Since 1926, The Association for the Study of Afro-American Life and History (ASALH) has
established the national theme for the month-long celebration. The National Theme for the

celebration in the year 2007 is "From Slavery to Freedom: The Story of Africans in the Americas."
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http://usinfo.state.gov/scv/history_geography_and_population/population_and_ diversity/african_americans/African
_American_History_Month.html


http://usinfo.state.gov/scv/history_geography_and_population/population_and_diversity/african_americans/African
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Presidential Proclamation for African American History Month

Bush reaffirms his commitment to strive for equality for all citizens

January 26, 2007

NATIONAL AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY MONTH, 2007
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
A PROCLAMATION

African Americans have been an integral part of America for generations, and our Nation is
stronger because of their contributions. During National African American History Month, we honor
the achievements of African Americans and recognize our continued responsibility to strive for
equality for all our citizens.

With grace and determination, African-American men and women have shaped our Nation and
influenced American life. Frederick Douglass, W.E.B. DuBois, Rosa Parks, and Martin Luther King,
Jr., advanced the cause of civil rights for all Americans and helped change the course of American
history. Educators Booker T. Washington and Carter G. Woodson helped break down racial barriers
in education to provide opportunity for all people. Americans have benefited from the
achievements of scientists like George Washington Carver. Artists such as Pearl Bailey, Ella
Fitzgerald, and Louis Armstrong inspired Americans and created some of the most celebrated
music this Nation has ever produced.

The theme of this year's National African American History Month, "From Slavery to Freedom:
Africans in the Americas," recalls African Americans' long journey to justice and commemorates
the courage and persistence of the heroes who called on our Nation to live up to its founding
promise. A century after African-American soldiers fought for their freedom on the battlefields of
the Civil War, African Americans struggled peacefully for their rights in the streets of Birmingham,
Alabama, and on the Mall in Washington, D.C. Courageous civil rights leaders answered hate and
discrimination with love and dignity, toppled segregation laws, and worked to make America a
more just and hopeful Nation.

All Americans can be proud of the progress we have made, yet the work for a more perfect union
is not done. As we celebrate National African American History Month, we reaffirm our commitment
to build a society where every individual has the opportunity to achieve the promise of this great
land.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America, by virtue of
the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim
February 2007 as National African American History Month. I call upon public officials, educators,
and all the people of the United States to observe this month with appropriate programs and
activities that honor the significant contributions African Americans have made to our Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sixth day of January, in the year
of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two
hundred and thirty-first.

GEORGE W. BUSH
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Presidents’ Day
(Third Monday in February)

Until 1971, both February 12 and February 22 were observed as federal holidays to honor
the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln (Feb. 12) and George Washington (Feb. 22).

In 1971 President Richard Nixon proclaimed one single federal holiday, the Presidents'
Day, to be observed on the third Monday of February, honoring all past presidents of the
United States of America.

George Washington

First President
1789-1797

Born: February 22, 1732 in Westmoreland County, Virginia

Died: December 14, 1799 in Mount Vernon, Virginia

Abraham Lincoln

Sixteenth President
1861-1865

Born: February 12, 1809, in Hodgenville, Hardin County, Kentucky

Died: April 15, 1865. Lincoln died the morning after being shot at
Ford's Theatre in Washington, D.C. by John Wilkes Booth, an actor.
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Some interesting WEB sites

Founders of Black History Month

http://www.asalh.org/

The mission of the Association for the Study of African American Life and History (ASALH)
is to promote, research, preserve, interpret and disseminate information about Black life,
history and culture to the global community.

White House Official Website

http://www.whitehouse.gov/kids/presidentsday/

prasidential bic'grapl'i-'ies

On this site you can read these presidential biographies put together by fifth-graders at
Abingdon Elementary School in Arlington, Virginia as well as other interesting information.


http://www.asalh.org/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/kids/presidentsday/
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AMERICAN CORNER SKOPJE

MONTHLY PROGRAM -FEBRUARY 2007

Book display - in observance of African American Month
Poster show - in observance of Presidents’ Day - “Benjamin Franklin”

February 06, 2007
at 18:00 o’clock

Video Showing
New York — The Power and the People (1898-1918)

February 07, 2007
at 18:00 o’clock

Conversation Club

February 08, 2007
at 18:00 o’clock

Video Showing
African American Lives — Listening to our Past

February 09, 2007
at 18:00 o’clock

Presentation
The Fund for American Studies by Darko Blazevski

February 13, 2007
at 18:00 o’clock

Video Showing
New York — The Country and the City (1919-1931)

February 14, 2007
at 18:00 o’clock

Conversation Club

February 15, 2007
at 18:00 o’clock

Video Showing
African American Lives — The Promise of Freedom

February 16, 2007
at 18:00 o’clock

Story Hour

February 20, 2007
at 14:00 o’clock

President’s Day Quiz

February 20, 2007
at 18:00 o’clock

Video Showing
New York - City of Tomorrow (1929-1941)

February 21, 2007
at 18:00 o’clock

Lecture
When Desegregation came to Kansas: Brown Vs. Board
of Education by Steven Foulke, Fulbright scholar

February 22, 2007
at 18:00 o’clock

Video Showing
African American Lives - “"Searching for our Names” and
"Beyond the Middle Passage”

February 26, 2007
at 18:00 o’clock

Video Showing
America Beyond The Color Line - Part 3 and 4

February 27, 2007
at 18:00 o’clock

Film Showing and Discussion
Their Eyes Were Watching God by Jennifer Semple-
Siegel

February 28, 2007
at 18:00 o’clock

Conversation Club

March 01, 2007
at 18:00 o’clock

Lecture

Modern Black People Who Have Made Significant
Contributions by Myra Michele Brown, Information
Resource Officer
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM JANUARY 2007 PROGRAMS

ANNIVERSARY OF THE
AMERICAN CORNER IN SKOPJE
8 On January 25, 2007, the American
Corner in Skopje celebrated its
second anniversary. Ms. Trajkova
g had the opening words at the
e ceremony, afterwards announcing
the embassy representative, Mr.
Brian Shott, PAO at the US
. Embassy. Mr. Shott expressed his
good impressions from the work of
the American Corner and his hope
for future success of the institution.
Afterwards, the Director of the
. BrakjaMiladinovci City Library had
a speech, emphasizing the excellent
cooperation between the library and the American Corner. The celebration was attended by about
100 members and friend of the American Corner as well as people who have been cooperating and
participating in the programs organized by
the American Corner in Skopje. The
informal part was accompanied by
wonderful classical music and a small
cocktail and was afriendly gathering of
people working together to connect the
Macedonian and American Culture. The
achievement of the American Corner Skopje |
in the past two years can beillustrated in the
figures of over 2300 members and over
1700 books from over 1400 authors as well
as the organization of over 100 programs of
various kind in the past year only. We wish
to thank all of our members and participants
and to wish for and promise an even better
and more successful future work of the
American Corner Skopje.
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St. Valentine's Day
(February 14)

St. Valentine's Day has roots in several different
legends that have found their way to us through the ages.
One of the earliest popular symbols of the day is Cupid, the
Roman god of love, who is represented by the image of a
young boy with bow and arrow. Three hundred years after
the death of Jesus Christ, the Roman emperors still
demanded that everyone believe in the Roman gods.
Valentine, a Christian priest, had been thrown in prison for
his teachings.

On February 14, Valentine was beheaded, not only
because he was a Christian, but also because he had
performed a miracle. He supposedly cured the jailer's
daughter of her blindness. The night before he was
executed; he wrote the jailer's daughter a farewell letter, signing it "From Your Valentine." another
legend tells us that this same Valentine, well-loved by all, received notes to his jail cell from
children and friends who missed him.

Another Valentine was an Italian bishop who lived at about the same time, AD 200. He was
imprisoned because he secretly married couples, contrary to the laws of the Roman emperor.
Some legends say he was burned at the stake. February 14 was also a Roman holiday, held in
honor of a goddess. Young men randomly chose the name of a young girl to escort to the
festivities. The custom of choosing a sweetheart on this date spread through Europe in the Middle
Ages, and then to the early American colonies. Throughout the ages, people also believed that
birds picked their mates on February 14!

In AD 496 Saint Pope Gelasius I named February 14 as "Valentine's Day". Although it's not
an official holiday, most Americans observe this day. Whatever the odd mixture of origins, St.
Valentine's Day is now a day for sweethearts. It is the day that you show your friend or loved one
that you care. You can send candy to someone you think is special. Or you can send roses, the
flower of love. Most people send "valentines," a greeting card named after the notes that St.
Valentine received in jail. Valentines can be sentimental, romantic and heartfelt. They can be
funny and friendly. If the sender is shy, valentines can be anonymous. Americans of all ages love
to send and receive valentines. Handmade valentines created by cutting hearts out of colored
paper, show that a lot of thought was put into making them personal. Valentines can be heart-
shaped, or have hearts, the symbol of love, on them. In elementary schools children make
valentines for their classmates and put them in a large decorated box, similar to a mailbox. On
February 14, the teacher opens the box and distributes the valentines to each student. After the
students read their valentines they have a small party with refreshments.

For teenagers and adults, major newspapers throughout the country have a Valentine's Day offer.
Anyone can send in a message, for a small fee of course, destined for a would—-be sweetheart, a
good friend, an acquaintance or even a spouse of fifty years. The message is printed in a special
section of the newspaper on February 14.
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http://usinfo.state.gov/usa/infousa/facts/symbols/celebrate


http://usinfo.state.gov/usa/infousa/facts/symbols/celebrate

A D
-~ %y
AMERICAN CORNER SKOPJE Issue 1
New Books at the Corner
1. The Exceptional Manager by Rick Delbridge; Lynda Gratton; Gerry Johnson
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

Project Risk Management; an Essential Tool for Managing and Controlling Projects by
D van Well-Stam; F Lindenaar; S van Kinderen; B van den Bunt

The Handbook of Project Management; A Practical Guide to Effective Policies and
Procedures by Trevor L Young

Marketing; Essential Principles, New Realities by Jonathan Groucutt; Peter Leadley;
Patrick Forsyth

The New Strategic Brand Management; Creating and Sustaining Brand Equity Long
Term by Jean-Nodl Kapferer

Marketing Communications; An | ntegrated Approach by P R Smith and Jonathan Taylor
Managing for Excellence by Moi Ali; Stephen Brookson; Andy Bruce; John Eaton; Robert
Heller; Roy Johnson; Ken Langdon and Steve Sleight

Essential Manager ’s Manual by Robert Heller and Tim Hindle

Successful Manager ’s Handbook by Moi Ali, George Boulden, Terence Brake, Andy
Bruce, John Eaton, Robert Holden, Roy Johnson, Ken Langdon, Christina Osborne, Ben
Renshaw, John Seymor, Martin Shervington, Rebecca Tee

Successful Time Management by Patrick Forsyth

How to Write a Marketing Plan by John Westwood

Better Business Writing by Timothy R V Foster

How to Manage Meetings by Alan Barker

Learning Maps and Memory Skills by Ingemar Svantesson

Macroeconomics; A European Text by Burda and Wyplosz

Strategic Advertising Management by Larry Percy, John R. Rossiter and Richard Elliot
Global Political Economy by John Ravenhill

Paliticsin the Developing World by Peter Burnell and Vicky Randall

The Effective Use of Market Research; How to Drive and Focus Better on Business
Decisions by Robin J. Birn

Please note the American Corner will be closed on
Monday February 19" in honor of Presidents Day
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AMERLISAL SO KATHE BUTOIA - AMERICAN CORNER BITOLA

American Corner Skopje -Brakja Miladinovci City Library; Tel: 02/3224-970; 02 /3224-981
Email: acskopje@americancornerskopje.com.mk
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