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Q    Secretary Rice, what about Macedonia?  Are you worried that people will think NATO looks 
silly for denying membership to a country because of its name? 
  
     SECRETARY RICE:  Well, we certainly regret that Macedonia was not invited today, and we 
and many others worked to try and make it happen.  But NATO is a consensus organization, and 
the good thing here is that there was no effort to suggest that Macedonia was not ready in any other 
way, that it didn't somehow meet the criteria.  So if you read the language, what it says is that 
Macedonia essentially is invited pending the name -- resolution of the name issue.  I certainly hope 
it's going to be resolved soon, and I think we've made no secret of the fact that we believe that 
Macedonia should have been invited, but it's a consensus organization. 
  
     Q    How is it going to be resolved, do you know? 
  
     SECRETARY RICE:  Pardon me? 
  
     Q    How is it going to be resolved?  Will Macedonia have to change its name? 
  
     SECRETARY RICE:  Well, there is a U.N. negotiator, Matt Nimitz, and some of our people 
have also been very involved in trying to come to a decision. 
  
     As you know, the United States already recognizes Macedonia by the name "Republic of 
Macedonia," and so do some others.  The communiqué says "as soon as possible."  I think the allies 
really mean as soon as possible, because everybody is concerned that the message be the right one 
to Macedonia and to the Macedonian people, that they did not fail somehow to be invited to 
NATO.  They will be invited pending name.  
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