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David received his undergraduate degree at UNC Chapel Hill and then

went on to Yale University for a Bachelor of Divinity Degree and a Ph.D.
in Political Science. Before he began serving in Congress in 1987, David
was a professor of Political Science and Public Policy at Duke University.

He currently serves on the House Appropriations Committee, including
two of its subcommittees: Homeland Security and Military Quality of
Life/Veterans Affairs. David is a recognized leader in foreign policy, serving as ranking
Democrat on the House Democracy Assistance Commission, which he initiated to
strengthen parliaments in emerging democracies. In North Carolina, David's constituents
also know him as a strong supporter of education, accessible health care, affordable
housing, clean air and water, and improved transportation alternatives.

David is a native of Erwin, Tennessee. He and his wife Lisa live in Chapel Hill and are
parents of two children and the proud grandparents of a grandson born in 2006.



