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Bronze Star Medal 

The Bronze Star Medal was established by Executive Order 9419, 4 February 1944. 
The Bronze Star Medal is awarded to any person who, while serving in any capacity in 
or with the Army of the United States after 6 December 1941, distinguished himself or 
herself by heroic or meritorious achievement or service, not involving participation in 
aerial flight, in connection with military operations against an armed enemy; or while 
engaged in military operations involving conflict with an opposing armed force in 
which the United States is not a belligerent party.  The Bronze Star Medal is the fourth-
highest combat decoration.  
  
 

 
Army Commendation Medal 

The Army Commendation Medal (ARCOM) was established by War Department 
Circular 377, 18 December 1945 (amended in DA General Orders 10, 31 March 
1960). The ARCOM is awarded to any member of the Armed Forces of the United 
States who, while serving in any capacity with the Army after 6 December 1941, 
distinguishes himself or herself by heroism, meritorious achievement or meritorious 
service. Award may be made to a member of the Armed Forces of a friendly foreign 
nation who, after 1 June 1962, distinguishes himself or herself by an act of heroism, 
extraordinary achievement, or meritorious service which has been of mutual benefit to 
a friendly nation and the United States.  Awards of the ARCOM may be made for acts 
of valor performed under circumstances described above. These acts may involve 
aerial flight. 

 
 
Army Achievement Medal 

The Army Achievement Medal (AAM) was established by the Secretary of the Army, 
10 April 1981.  
 
The AAM is awarded to any member of the Armed Forces of the United States, or to 
any member of the Armed Forces of a friendly foreign nation, who while serving in 
any capacity with the Army in a noncombat area on or after 1 August 1981, 
distinguished himself or herself by meritorious service or achievement.  
 
 

 
 

For additional information, please see http://www.americal.org/awards/achv-svc.htm. 
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