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QUESTION: Thank you. Madame Secretary, thank you very much. It was a 
great speech. Perhaps you could share with us, since you were in Bucharest 
here not too long ago, since we have two great NATO allies here, maybe you 
could share with us a little bit of your sensing of how did the summit go and 
what were some of the great takeaways that came, particularly like in 
Afghanistan. Could you share that with us, please? 

SECRETARY RICE: Absolutely. It was a terrific summit. It was, in particular, a 
terrific summit because it was rather unscripted and people didn’t read from 
their note cards. They actually worked at the summit. And it was a summit that 

I think will be remembered for four very important achievements. 
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The first actually has to do with Afghanistan. The alliance issued a vision statement on Afghanistan that 
clearly commits the alliance for the long term in Afghanistan. And I don’t mean military forces. Hopefully, the 
time will come in the relatively near future where Afghans can largely carry out security on their own. But we 
have to remain committed to that country because, of course, the Taliban is a tough enemy. It’s an enemy, 
by the way, that isn’t winning on the battlefield, so it’s decided to do what terrorists do; it’s decided to kill 
innocent people instead. And that’s why you have the car bombs and the suicide bombs and those 
techniques, and the kidnappings. That’s a sign, to my mind, that they don’t want to take on NATO in military 
formations; they want to -- they want instead to kill innocent civilians. 

And so it’s a hard problem. It’s a counterinsurgency strategy that has to be met by clearing these areas, by 
giving security, building police forces, and then reconstruction and development. And a lot of the discussion 
was about how to get a better reconstruction and development civilian component to the counterinsurgency. 
But the allies did talk about troops levels. We received new forces from France. The United States made 
some commitments. And I’m confident that NATO is going to take that mission and carry it to its successful 
conclusion. 

Secondly, we had very great successes on missile defense. The truth is that this is not, of course, missile 
defense as we conceived it in the 1980s when it was meant to be a kind of shield against the mutually 
assured destruction of facing thousands and thousands of Soviet warheads. Rather, this recognizes that the 
region, including, by the way, the region in which Turkey lives, faces the emerging threat of small missile 
threats from the region, and that countries ought to be able to defend themselves. And so NATO has agreed 
on a program of cooperation on missile defense, and we then went on to Sochi to talk to the Russians, 
where I think there was general agreement that we, with Europe and Russia, should pursue the possibilities 
of missile defense. 

Third, I think it will be remembered as a summit where new members were admitted: Albania and Croatia. I 
know that the enlargement of NATO is controversial in some quarters, but I can tell you that when I sit in this 
alliance where now, 12 of the 26 members are former captive nations, it is an alliance that is reborn by the 
fact that it has members who have recent experience with tyranny. They are the people who remind us what 
NATO really was about, which was an umbrella for security among democracies. 

And when you sit with Poles and Czechs and Hungarians and Latvians and other Balts, you know what 
NATO is and why it has been so important to peace and security in the world. And so, the admission of 
Albania and Croatia was great. It was unfortunate that Macedonia could not be admitted. And as soon as 
that name issue is resolved, it will be admitted, and that came through very closely – very clearly. 

Finally, it was – it was a summit that I think will be remembered for having said that NATO’s lines will not 
stop at Ukraine, that in fact, Ukraine and Georgia should eventually have membership in NATO when they 
meet the criteria. And while there was lots of reporting about the membership action plan, this or that, I 
would just point people to one of the first sentences of that statement, which literally said that they will be 
members of NATO. And that’s an important signal, because there is a struggle, still, in much of this part of 
the world for whether or not these are going to be countries that are going to be immersed in transatlantic 
values and transatlantic institutions. And this was a strong signal. 

…………………….. 
SECRETARY RICE: Thank you.  
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